EXHIBIT A
Submitted to the Transportation, Public Works and
Independent Authorities Committee
from
David M. Wildstein

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Zip!, Peter
Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:19 PM
Wildstein, David
Rivera, Jose
GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

David,
As requested, attached is a suggested modification. Jose will certainly work out the details/further development with
GWB as needed. One additional scenario could be a merge down to one lane, if needed.
Let me know if you need anything further.
Peter

From: Rivera, Jose

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:11PM
To: Zi pf, Peter
Cc: Starace, Jim; Buchsbaum, Jack; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza); Diculescu, Michael
Subject: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Attached is a PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under three scenarios:
Sheet 1: Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and traffic is allowed to
move freely from the various approaches.
Sheet 2: Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are typically set up to
segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three right-most lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 3: Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three lanes from Fort Lee
are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the toll plaza. Since the traffic
flows are extremely congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering
recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic
cones, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe
crashes.

GWB UL Tolls
5a.pdf

I hope this helps. Please advise if you need additional information.
Jose M. Rivera, Jr., P.E.
ChiefTraffic Engineer
Port Authority of NY & NJ I Two Gateway Center, 14th Floor I Newark, NJ 07102 I
Office: 973-565-7866 I BlackBerry: 862-754-4781 I jrivera@panyni.gov I www.panynj.gov
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set up to allow three lanes from
Fort lee to flow into the three
right-most lanes of the toll plaza.

AM Peak Period

PA - DW - 000004

Since the traffic flows are extremely
congested during the morning peak
periods, Fort lee traffic should be
segregated from the other
approaches, by use of traffic cones,
regardless of the number of toll lanes
it is feeding, to reduce the risk of
sideswipe crashes.
Shown here is Fort Lee traffic feeding the
two right-most lanes of the toll plaza.

Modified AM Peak Period
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rivera, Jose
Thursday, August 29, 2013 12:54 PM
Zipf, Peter; Wildstein, David
RE: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

As discussed, attached is a revised PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under four scenarios:
Sheet 1: Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and traffic is allowed to
move freely from the various approaches.
Sheet 2: Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are typically set up to
segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three right-most lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 3: Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three lanes from Fort Lee
are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the toll plaza. Since the traffic
flows are extremely congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering
recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic
cones, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe
crashes.
Sheet 4: Similar to above, however traffic from Fort Lee is restricted to two lanes then merged into one
lane to feed the right-most lane of the toll plaza. Also as above, since traffic flows are extremely
congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering recommends that the Fort Lee
traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic cones to reduce the risk of
sideswipe crashes.

GWB UL Tolls 6.pdf

Jose
From: Zipf, Peter
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:19PM
To: Wildstein, David

Cc: Rivera, Jose
Subject: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

David,
As requested, attached is a suggested modification. Jose will certainly work out the details/further development with
GWB as needed. One additional scenario could be a merge down to one lane, if needed.
Let me know if you need anything further.
Peter

From: Rivera, Jose
PA - DW - 000006

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:11 PM
To: Zipf, Peter
Cc: Starace, Jim; Buchsbaum, Jack; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza); Diculescu, Michael

Subject: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Attached is a PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under three scenarios:
Sheet 5: Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and traffic is allowed to
move freely from the various approaches.
Sheet 6: Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are typically set up to
segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three right-most lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 7: Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three lanes from Fort Lee
are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the toll plaza. Since the traffic
flows are extremely congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering
recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic
cones, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe
crashes.
«File: GWB UL Tolls Sa.pdf »
I hope this helps. Please advise if you need additional information.
Jose M. Rivera, Jr., P.E.
ChiefTraffic Engineer
Port Authority of NY & NJ I Two Gateway Center, 14th Floor I Newark, NJ 07102 I
Office: 973-565-7866 I BlackBerry: 862-754-4781 I jrivera@panynj.gov I www.panyni-gov
ONE TEXT OR CALL COULD WRECK IT ALLiwww.distraction.gov
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set up to allow three lanes from
Fort Lee to flow into the three
right-most lanes of the toll plaza.

AM Peak Period

PA - DW - 000009

Since the traffic flows are extremely
congested during the morning peak
periods, Fort lee traffic should be
segregated from the other
approaches, by use of traffic cones,
regardless of the number of toll lanes
it is feeding, to reduce the risk of
sideswipe crashes.
Shown here is Fort Lee traffic feeding the
two right-most lanes of the toll plaza.

Modified AM Peak Period
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Since the traffic flows are extremely
congested during the morning peak
periods, Fort Lee traffic should be
segregated from the other approaches,
by use of traffic cones, regardless of the
number of toll lanes it is feeding, to
reduce the risk of sideswipe crashes.
Shown here is two lanes of Fort Lee traffic
feeding the right-most lanes of the toll plaza.

Modified AM Peak Period
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From:
Sent:
To:

Wildstein, David
Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:09 AM
Durando, Robert

Will be at bridge early Monday am to view new lane test.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Durando, Robert
Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:22 AM
Wildstein, David
Re:

So will I. Ops is on board, Mtce is covering signs tonight, and Police are aware that they will be controlling traffic in the
intersections for the extended rush. We've also brought a toll collector in on overtime to keep toll lane 24 (the extreme
right hand toll lane Upper level) in the event the collector assigned to TL 24 needs a personal. See you in the morning.
----- Original Message ----From: Wildstein, David
Sent: Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:09 AM
To: Durando, Robert
Subject:
Will be at bridge early Monday am to view new lane test.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:48 AM
Durando, Robert
Re:

Thanks
On Sep 8, 2013, at 10:21 AM, "Durando, Robert" <rdurando@panynj.gov> wrote:
> So will I. Ops is on board, Mtce is covering signs tonight, and Police are aware that they will be controlling traffic in the
intersections for the extended rush. We've also brought a toll collector in on overtime to keep toll lane 24 (the extreme
right hand toll lane Upper level) in the event the collector assigned to TL 24 needs a personal. See you in the morning.
>

> -----Original Message ----> From: Wildstein, David
> Sent: Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:09 AM
> To: Durando, Robert
>Subject:
>
>Will be at bridge early Monday am to view new lane test.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Sunday, September 08, 2013 10:48 AM
Baroni Bill
Fwd: Re:

Begin forwarded message:
From: "Durando, Robert" <rdurando@panynj.gov>
Date: September 8, 2013 10:21:57 AM EDT
To: "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov>
Subject: Re:

So will!. Ops is on board, Mtce is covering signs tonight, and Police are aware that they will be
controlling traffic in the intersections for the extended rush. We've also brought a toll collector
in on overtime to keep toll lane 24 (the extreme right hand toll lane Upper level) in the event the
collector assigned to TL 24 needs a personal. See you in the morning.
----- Original Message ----From: Wildstein, David
Sent: Sunday, September 08,2013 10:09 AM
To: Durando, Robert
Subject:
Will be at bridge early Monday am to view new lane test.
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PAPDCPD

From:
Sent:

Monday, September 09, 2013 8:57AM

To:

PAPDCPD

Subject:

GWB

'

Description:

' GWB reports there are delays on local streets due to heavy bridge volume.

,' _c

LOCATION:

GWB

DATE:
, , ,,
TIME: ',, ,
Contact,person: ', , , , ,
Contact Number:

9-9-13
0853
GWB DESK
201-346-4102

Sent To: . ,

Outlook

'

,

, ,:

Time Received from
• 0853
Effected Command:
,, , ,
Time Sent but by ,CPO: , , ,,, 0855
REPORTING OFFICER OF
GWB DESK
COMMAND
,
,,, ,
.,
'

'',

"

',,

',

'

'
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Durando, Robert
Monday, September 09, 2013 9:10AM
Wildstein, David
Fulton, Cedrick; Ehler, Diannae

Just got off the phone with FLPD Chief who's not happy about our new traffic pattern. He's particularly upset that no one
from the GWB, either civilian or PAPD had the courtesy or the "neighborly" intent to call either the Mayor's Office or FLPD
about testing a new traffic pattern. The Chief asked how he goes about ending this "miserable failure". I advised him to
have thee Mayor call Bill Baroni. I also, at their request, met with them at the facility and advised them of same in person.
They advised that the mayor would be calling Bill this morning.
Bob

1
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Lado, Tina
Monday, September 09, 2013 11:24 AM
Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Fulton, Cedrick
Ft Lee

Wanted you both have a heads up--Peggy Thomas, Borough Administrator, called me regarding the increased volume
and congestion of AM rush traffic throughout the Borough as a result of the GWB toll lanes adjustment that occurred.
She mentioned that there were 2 incidents that Ft Lee PD and EMS had difficulty responding to; a missing child (later
found) and a cardiac arrest.
She stated additionally that the Borough and PD had no advance notice of the planned change. Also, Bill the Mayor had
placed calls to your office.
If there is anything you need me to do, let me know. Thank you.
Please excuse any typos; sent using BlackBerry handheld device.
tlado@panynj.gov

PA - DW - 000018

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fulton, Cedrick
Monday, September 09, 2013 6:07 PM
Wildstein, David
Fort Lee

Hi David,

An earlier email that Bob's staff fielded.

Hi Bob:
Dr. Fried called asking to speak to you regarding the change in traffic pattern this morning. He spoke to Fort Lee Police
and will call the governor's office as well. He demands that public information be disseminated and an explanation
given. Please call him back at 201-390-4832.

Cedrick
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fulton, Cedrick
Thursday, September 12, 2013 1:58 PM
Wildstein, David
Fw: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd

FYI
Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.

----- -·-- --·

··- ··-·-·------------

From: Valens, Chris
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 1:40PM
To: Durando, Robert; Ramirez, Enrique
Cc: Fulton, Cedrick; Lado, Tina
Subject: Fw: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd
Bob,
Do you have details on the inquiry from our good buddy below?
Chris

From: Cichowski, John [mailto:Cichowski@northjersey.com)
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 01:17PM
To: Valens, Chris
Subject: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd
Hi, Chris: I've been getting several calls and emails like the one below about fewer toll booths beind open to the GWB
from Bruce Reynolds Blvd. Can you respond to these complaints, especially the 5 questions posed by the reader below?
I'm at 973-586-8153. My cell is: 973-476-6333. Much appreciated.
-john
John Cichowski
The Road Warrior
The Record, Herald News & northjersey.com
100 Commons Way
Rockaway, NJ 07866

On Monday Sept 9, the local Ft Lee approach to the GWB via Bruce Reynolds Blvd and Martha Washington
Way changed dramatically. What used to be 3 toll booths from the local approach has turned into one toll
booth, creating a large traffic backup that stretches back onto Hudson Terrace all the way to Englewood Cliffs.
Our commute to midtown Manhattan from Tenafly used to take 30- 35 minutes. On Monday, it took 2 hours
and 15 minutes and on Tuesday it took 90 minutes. At the advice of theFt Lee Police Dept, we got onto Rt 4 in
Englewood and merged onto 95 and the last two mornings the commute took over an hour.
The Fort Lee Police do not have any answers, they claim it's the Port Authority's decision to close the local toll
booths and that I should complain to them. I tried to call the P A but I can't get a live person on the phone. My
questions to you are why didn't the Port Authority warn commuters about this change? Why did they do this?
How long will it last? What is the goal of these local tollbooth closures?
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Marsico, Ron
Thursday, September 12, 2013 6:27PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lade, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 9/12/13

Clare Trepasso of the NY Daily News sought comment on a aircraft noise bill pending in Albany. We provided
information to the reporter about the Port Authority's noise monitoring initiatives.
John Cichowksi of the Bergen Record inquired about a change in the amount of toll lanes available to Ft. Lee
residents at the GWB. We told the reporter that the Port Authority is reviewing traffic safety patterns at the
GWB and that PAPD has been in contact with Fort Lee PD throughout the transition.
Media Relations staffed ED Faye at a Transportation Research Forum luncheon this afternoon where he
provided the audience with an update on P3 projects at the PA. Engineering News Record was in attendance.
Steve Strunsky ofThe Star-Ledger inquired about a suicide jumper today at the GWB. We did not respond.
Tom DiPoto of The Star-Ledger called regarding New Jersey Economic Development Authority funding for the
Goethals Bridge project. We did not respond.
Curtis Eihelberger of Bloomberg News requested an interview with a Port Authority official regarding aviation
planning for the 2014 Super Bowl. Response pending.
Joan Gralla from Newsday is seeking information about the PA's role in asbestos removal at Ground Zero both
before and after 9/11. We are working with WTCC to understand our role.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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Lado, Tina
Friday, September 13, 2013 4:05 PM
Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
FW: Letter to Mr. Bill Baroni
Port Authority Letter- September 2013.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Bill and David,
I just received the attached letter from the office of Congressman Bill Pascreii,Jr.
I have not responded.

From: Coleman, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Coleman@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 4:02 PM
To: Lado, Tina
Subject: Letter to Mr. Bill Baroni

Hi Tina,

I hope all is well. My name is Kyle Coleman; I was told to pass the attached letter from Congressman Pascrell to you.
Also, this letter has not been sent to any press or media outlets. However, our office did forward it along to the borough
of Fort Lee. Thank you for your time and please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

Kyle Coleman

Office of Representative Bill Pascrell, Jr. (NJ-9)
2370 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
P: 202.225.5751 F: 202.225.5782
Kyle.Coleman@mail.house.gov
: .
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BILL PASCRELL, JR.
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September 13, 2013

Mr. Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue South
New York, NY 10003

Dear Mr. Baroni:
I was surprised to read reports of tollbooth closures in The Record article "Road Warrior: Closed
tollbooths a commuting disaster". According to this article, The 1'011 Authority of New York &
New Jersey has reduced the number of tollbooths to just one for all traffic approaching the
George Washington Bridge from Bruce Reynolds Boulevard and Martha Washington Way in
F011 Lee.
This reduction has created significant delays for our constituents who live in the communities
closest to the George Washington Bridge, especially for the residents of Fort Lee. Commuters
who rely on the George Washington Bridge every day are experiencing extreme delays.
Furthermore, I am deeply concerned that local of1icials and local law enforcement agencies were
not properly notilicd or any change before it was implemented. Not only is this a problem for
commuters, it also a public safety issue and could possibly hinder economic growth in the
surrounding area.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this imp011ant issue. 1look forward to reviewing the
explanation for the recent reports of reduction in tollbooths. If I can provide any additional
insight, please do not hesitate to contact me or my Deputy Chief or Stan· Assad Akhter in my
office at (202) 225-5751.
Sincerely,

s;v~~

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Wildstein, David
Friday, September 13, 2013 5:00 PM
'david.wildstein@gmail.com'
Fw: Letter to Mr. Bill Baroni
Port Authority Letter- September 2013.pdf

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

From: Lado, Tina
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 04:05 PM
To: Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Subject: FW: Letter to Mr. Bill Baroni

Bill and David,
I just received the attached letter from the office of Congressman Bill Pascrcll,jr.
I have not responded.

-------···-··-.............................
From: Coleman, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Coleman@mail.house.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 4:02 PM
To: Lado, Tina
Subject: Letter to Mr. Bill Baroni

_____ ________
..

............... _ , _ , ,..............

_._,.___ __
,

Hi Tina,

I hope all is well. My name is Kyle Coleman; I was told to pass the attached letter from Congressman Pascrell to you.
Also, this letter has not been sent to any press or media outlets. However, our office did forward it along to the borough
of Fort Lee. Thank you for your time and please let me know if you have any questions.

Best,

Kyle Coleman
Office of Representative Bill Pascrell, Jr. (NJ-9)
2370 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
P: 202.225.5751 F: 202.225.5782
Kyle.Coleman@mail.house.gov

'•lQ_
'"'. You
.
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September 13, 2013

Mr. Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue South
New York, NY 10003

Dear Mr. Baroni:
I was surprised to read reports of tollbooth closures in The Record article ·'Road Warrior: Closed
tollbooths a commuting disaster". According to this article, The Port Authority of New York &
New Jersey has reduced the number of tollbooths to just one for all traffic approaching the
George Washington Bridge from Bruce Reynolds Boulevard and Martha Washington Way in
Fort Lee.
This reduction has created significant delays for our constituents who live in the communities
closest to the George Washington Bridge, especially for the residents of Fort Lee. Commuters
who rely on the George Washington Bridge every day are experiencing extreme delays.
Furthermore, I am deeply concerned that local oflicials and local law enforcement agencies were
not properly notified of any change before it was implemented. Not only is this a problem for
commuters, it also a public safety issue and could possibly hinder economic growth in the
surrounding area.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this impmtant issue. I look forward to reviewing the
explanation for the recent rcpol1s of reduction in tollbooths. If I can provide any additional
insight, please do not hesitate to contact me or my Deputy Chief of Staff Assad Akhter in my
office at (202) 225-5751.
Sincerely,

g;v~~

Bill Pascrcll, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Pilosio, Jared
Tuesday, September 24, 2013 5:58PM
Wildstein, David
FW: GWB E-ZPass Auto Trips by Town

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David,
See the below email from Mark, the estimated number of typical weekday trips made by GWB auto E-ZPass users by NJ
town. I just spoke with him over the phone about the logistics of breaking this list down further and more precisely.
There are some factors and hurdles to consider, and it would take one week to put together. I can discuss with you more
in the morning.
Regards,
Jared

From: Muriello, Mark
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2013 5:43PM
To: Pilosio, Jared
Subject: GWB E-ZPass Auto Trips by Town

Jared-- As discussed, attached is a query that shows the estimated number of typical weekday trips made by GWB auto
E-ZPass users by town.
Mark

GWB EZP Autos by
Town 2013-092 ...

Mark F. Muriello
Assistant Director
Tunnels, Bridges and Terminals Department
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
Two Montgomery Street -4th Floor
Jersey City, New Jersey 07302 USA
Phone: 201-395-3936
Fax: 201-395-7407
Email: mmuriello@panynj.gov
This email (along with attachments) is intended only for the use of the named addressee or addressees and may contain legally privileged
and/or confidential information. Tf you arc not the intended recipient of this email, you arc hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution or copying of this email (and any attachments) is strictly prohibited. If you received this email in error, please notify the sender

immediately.
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George Washington Bridge
Total Eastbound E-ZPass Auto Traffic
Distributed Typical
Weekday Counts
Town

Total%

forGWB

New York State

15.06%
6.88%
5.17%
4.63%
3.82%
2.02%
1.91%
1.90%
1.89%
1.46%
1.39%
1.36%
1.22%
1.21%
1.21%
1.19%
1.16%
1.11%
1.05%
0.95%
0.93%
0.86%
0.84%
0.84%
0.82%
0.78%
0.76%
0.75%
0.74%
0.72%
0.70%
0.70%
0.69%
0.68%
0.67%
0.64%
0.60%
0.59%
0.58%
0.58%

15,747
7,188
5,401
4,839
3,994
2,110
1,992
1,987
1,971
1,531
1,448
1,424
1,274
1,269
1,261
1,247
1,210
1,161
1,096
994
972
894
876
876
858
811
795
779
768
753
733
730
719
706
701
668
631
612
604
602

Other States
West Englewood
Fort Lee
Englewood
Rutherford
Ridgewood
Newark
Hackensack
Tenafly
Parsippany
Paramus
Bergenfield
Leonia
Westwood
Wayne
Jersey City
North Middletown
Fair Lawn
Edgewater
Secaucus
Palisades Park
Cliffside Park
River Edge
Twp of Washington
Dumont
Mahwah
New Milford
Cresskill
Clifton
Franklin Lakes
Ridgefield
Paterson
Fairfield
Hasbrouck Heights
Allendale
Maywood
Saddle River
Alpine
Norwood
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Montvale

0.57%

600

Ridgefield Park

0.57%

592

Closter

0.55%

574

Rochelle Park

0.52%

544

Ramsey

0.48%

502

West New York

0.47%

495

Nutley

0.47%

494

Garfield

0.45%

472

West Orange

0.45%

469

Hoboken

0.42%

435

West Caldwell

0.41%

433

West Paterson

0.40%

416

Montclair

0.39%

404

Rockleigh

0.38%

399

South Hackensack

0.38%

395

Teterboro

0.37%

385

Demarest

0.36%

373

Edison

0.3S%

370

Lodi

0.35%

369

Wyckoff

0.35%

364

Bloomfield

0.34%

3S8

Park Ridge

0.32%

337

Passaic

0.32%

334

Morristown

0.31%

329

Ringwood

0.31%

322

Oakland

0.30%

309

Weehawken

0.29%

304

Oradell

0.29%

303

New Providence

0.29%

299

Jamesburg

0.28%

296

Harrington Park

0.28%

292

Livingston

0.27%

283

Whippany

0.26%

271

New Brunswick

0.26%

268

Rockaway

0.25%

266

Maplewood

0.25%

260

Piscataway

0.25%

258

Hillsdale

0.25%

257

Morris Plains

0.24%

2S3

Emerson

0.24%

249

Haworth

0.24%

249

Basking Ridge

0.23%

240

Trenton

0.22%

234

Somerset

0.22%

233

Princeton

0.22%

232

Orange

0.22%

229

Saddle Brook

0.22%

228
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Florham Park
Little Ferry
Short Hills
Prospect Park
Pine Brook
Westfield
Elmwood Park
Cranbury
Perrineville
Wanaque
East Brunswick
Kinnelon
West Milford
Elizabeth
Carteret
Waldwick
Cedar Grove
Cranford
Sparta
East Hanover
Madison
Bedminster
North Brunswick
Harrison
Freehold
Medford
Scotch Plains
Wood Ridge
South Orange
Hackettstown
Woodbridge
Linden
Suburan
Cherry Hill
Totowa
Princeton Junction
Succasunna
Roosevelt
Midland Park
North Arlington
Hopewell
Bridgewater
Union
Newton
Surf City
Hamburg
Rahway

0.22%
0.22%
0.22%
0.21%
0.21%
0.21%
0.21%
0.21%
0.21%
0.20%
0.19%
0.18%
0.18%
0.18%
0.17%
0.17%
0.16%
0.16%
0.16%
0.15%
0.15%
0.14%
0.14%
0.14%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.13%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.12%
0.11%
0.11%
0.11%
0.11%

227
226
225
220
220
218
217
216
215
209
194
187
187
186
180
176
171
170
164
157
153
149
148
147
141
140
137
137
136
135
134
133
133
133
132
126
125
125
125
125
123
123
123
118
112
112
112
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Chester
Fairview
Boonton
South Plainfield
Parlin
Lincoln Park
Morganville
West Long Branch
Roseland
Wall
Iselin
Summit
Industrial Hillside
Monmouth Junction
Neptune
Springfield
Bayonne
Kendall Park
Hewitt
Avenel
Matawan
South Branch
Mendham
Hightstown
Metuchen
Ho Ho Kus
Glen Ridge
Randolph
Willingboro
Englishtown
Pompton Lakes
Moorestown
Stanhope
White House Station
Denville
Berkeley Heights
Dayton
Plainfield
Roselle
South River
Pompton Plains
Phillipsburg
Haskell
East Orange
Three Bridges
Union City
Upper Montclair

0.11%
0.11%
0.11%
0.10%
0.10%
0.10%
0.10%
0.10%
0.10%
0.10%
0.09%
0.09%
0.09%
0.09%
0.09%
0.09%
0.09%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.08%
0.07%
0.07%
0.07%
0.07%
0.07%
0.07%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.06%
0.05%

111
110
110
110
109
108
106
101
100
99
98
96
95
94
94
94
90
89
84
84
84
84
84
82
82
81
81
79
79
78
76
76
76
68
68
67
67
67
67
67
67
67
66
62
59
59
56
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Cedar Knolls
Leonardo
Raritan
Villas
Lake Hopatcong
Wharton
Port Monmouth
Sea Bright
Newfield
Toms River
Wenonah
Belle Mead
Fanwood
Green Brook
Hillsborough
Pennington
Plainsboro
Sayreville
Watchung
West Trenton
Long Valley
Montville
Mount Arlington
Mount Olive Townshir
Mountain Lakes
Highland Lakes
Bernardsville
Cream ridge
Highlands
Howell
Manasquan
Marlboro
New Monmouth
Ocean Grove
Millburn
Verona
Blairstown
Hopatcong
Lafayette
Oxford
Stockton
Brick
Jackson
Lakewood
Lavallette
Lumberton
Point Pleasant

0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.05%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.04%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%
0.03%

56
56
56
56
52
52
52
52
47
47
47
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
42
41
40
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
39
37
32
32
32
32
32
29
29
29
29
29
29
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Williamstown

0.03%

29

Bloomingdale

0.03%

28

Columbus

0.03%

28

Kearny

0.03%

27

Chatham

0.03%

26

Landing

0.03%

26

Oak Ridge

0.03%

26

Brookside

0.02%

25

Branchville

0.02%

20

Flemington

0.02%

20

Glen Gardner

0.02%

20

Glenwood

0.02%

20

Great Meadows

0.02%

20

Ogdensburg

0.02%

20

Vernon

0.02%

20

Annandale

0.02%

19
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pilosio, Jared
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:54 AM
Wildstein, David
Comm Schuber response

Dear Senator Weinberg:
Thank you for your letter regarding the recent traffic study performed at the George Washington Bridge. Generally, a
modification of operations at one of the Port Authority's Tunnels Bridges and Terminals facilities, like the George
Washington Bridge, is not something that would be presented before the Board of Commissioners. However, I will ask
that our Port Authority Police Department in the future notify and work more closely with local law enforcement entities
when there is a significant change in operations at our facilities. Thank you again for your concern.
Sincerely,
Pat Schuber
Commissioner
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

William Schuber [wpschuber@optonline.net)
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 11:27 AM
Wildstein, David
Re: Comm Schuber response

Hi David, Hold the letter til you hear from me. I called her today, so I am not sure I need to follow that up. Will think
about it. Best Wishes. Pat
Sent from my iPad
On Sep 25, 2013, at 9:57AM, "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov> wrote:
Draft
From: Pilosio, Jared
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:54AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: Comm Schuber response
Dear Senator Weinberg:
Thank you for your letter regarding the recent traffic study performed at the George Washington Bridge.
These studies are conducted by staff and not presented to the Board of Commissioners. However, I will
ask that our law enforcement professionals notify their local counterparts when future studies occur at
our Hudson River crossings.
Thank you again for your concern.
Sincerely,
Pat Schuber
Commissioner
NOTICE' THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Monday, September 16,2013 12:19 PM
'billbaroni@gmail.com'
FW: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths

I call bullshit on this
From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:19 PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths

WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some Wall Street
Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and became stuck in the traffic
last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen
Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the
closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:57AM
'wpschuber@optonline.net'
FW: Comm Schuber response

Draft

-----·---·· · - - - · - - From: Pilosio, Jared
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:54AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: Comm Schuber response

Dear Senator Weinberg:
Thank you for your letter regarding the recent traffic study performed at the George Washington Bridge. These studies
are conducted by staff and not presented to the Board of Commissioners. However, I will ask that our law enforcement
professionals notify their local counterparts when future studies occur at our Hudson River crossings.
Thank you again for your concern.
Sincerely,
Pat Schuber
Commissioner

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Wednesday, September 25, 2013 11:32 AM
'William Schuber'
RE: Comm Schuber response

On hold
--~~----~-~-----·----------·---

From: William Schuber [mailto:wpschuber@optonline.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 11:27 AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: Re: Comm Schuber response

Hi David, Hold the letter til you hear from me. I called her today, so I am not sure I need to follow that up. Will think
about it. Best Wishes. Pat
Sent from my iPad
On Sep 25, 2013, at 9:57AM, "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov> wrote:
Draft
From: Pilosio, Jared
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2013 9:54AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: Comm Schuber response

Dear Senator Weinberg:
Thank you for your letter regarding the recent traffic study performed at the George Washington Bridge.
These studies are conducted by staff and not presented to the Board of Commissioners. However, I will
ask that our law enforcement professionals notify their local counterparts when future studies occur at
our Hudson River crossings.
Thank you again for your concern.
Sincerely,
Pat Schuber
Commissioner
NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS) , AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Tuesday, October 01,2013 119 PM
'Michael Drewniak'
FW: Ted Mann-- Wall Street Journal inquiry

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 1:12PM
To: Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Cc: Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Ted Mann -- Wall Street Journal inquiry

Bill, David:
Ted is working on a story for tomorrow's paper following on the GWB toll plaza closing issue and I'm seeking guidance
on how to respond. Ted is questioning our prior statement on this issue that said the toll lanes were closed because of
a test when he has a copy of an e-mail that Pat sent at 7:44a.m. on September 13 to all PA leadership and Fort Lee
elected officials that says otherwise.
Please let me know how you would like me to handle.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Wednesday, October 09, 2013 10:36 AM
Danielides, Philippe
Re: Morning Clips 10.9.13

Yes and yes

From: Danielides, Philippe

Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 09:27AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: FW: Morning Clips 10.9.13

Has any thought been given to writing an op-ed or providing a statement about the GWB study? Or is the plan just to
hunker down and grit our way through it?

----------------

-~-

From: Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 7:31AM
Subject: Morning Clips 10.9.13

------

Port Authority overhauls 1600-member police force
Judy Rife
Record Online- Full Text

The Port Authority has announced a new command structure for its 1,600-member police force, the first
major overhaul in 60 years. The reorganization is the work of Joseph Dunne, the Port Authority's first-ever
chief security officer, and involved a total of 64 promotions and appointments. The Port Authority hired
Dunne, a former first deputy commissioner in the New York Police Department, last year to carry out the
sweeping recommendations of an exhaustive review of its safety and security operations. The review was
done by former U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "This new command structure will give us
a more nimble department, allowing us to better respond to the changing needs across the agency," said Pat
Foye, the Port Authority's executive director, in a statement.

The Record: Awaiting answers
The Record

SENATE Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck, asked Port Authority commissioners some pointed
questions on Monday. That's good to hear. It's high time someone with "public official" attached to his or her
name tried to get to the bottom of the still unexplained lane closures last month at the George Washington
Bridge. As The Record reported, the unannounced traffic shift led to long backups in Fort Lee. We recognize
that the bi-state agency that operates the bridge is large and unwieldy, yet what happened in regard to the
lane closings was more than just a traffic inconvenience for a few hours; the closings lasted more than four
days and could have endangered lives. The Port Authority's own top executive, Pat Foye, highlighted the point
1
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in a scathing email sent to agency executives Sept. 13 in which he ordered that the lanes be reopened. Foye,
who has said he was unaware of the lane closings until receiving inquiries about them from the news media,
admitted such a shock to the normal pattern could have stranded ambulances in traffic jams and
"undoubtedly had an adverse effect on economic activity." The executive director added that the closings may
even have violated federal law. The Port Authority had previously stated that the lane closings were part of a
traffic study "to ensure placement of toll lanes," yet no one at the agency has said why the study might have
been necessary or who authorized the closures, which apparently came as a surprise to local and Port
Authority police, as well as Fort Lee officials.
Fort Lee and the GWB: Traffic study or political punishment: Editorial
Star-Ledger Editorial Board
With only silence coming from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, state Sen. Loretta Weinberg's
theory- that a bunch of "frat boys" plotted to punish Fort Lee's mayor by shutting down lanes feeding the
George Washington Bridge - is looking like the only plausible explanation. Weinberg (D-Bergen) wants
answers from Port Authority brass. If the silence continues, she should make good on her threat to subpoena
the agency's execs to Trenton for some mandatory truth-telling. The story so far: Starting Sept. 9, two of the
GWB's three local-access lanes from Fort Lee were closed. Local officials say the surprise closure caught them
off-guard and grid locked Fort Lee, where thousands of kids were late for the first day of school because buses
couldn't get through. The four-day closure ended only when Patrick Foye, the Port Authority's executive
director, sent an angry e-mail that called the closures "dangerous" and probably illegal. In it, Foye promised to
investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the
credibility of this agency." "I pray that no life has been lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient
delayed," he wrote. Port Authority officials blamed a "traffic safety study," but haven't proved that one exists.
A more popular theory is that Gov. Chris Christie's Port Authority appointees ordered the disruption to punish
Fort Lee's Democratic mayor, Mark Sokolich, who hasn't endorsed Christie for re-election. Christie, a
Republican, shares control of the Port Authority with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat. Foye is
Cuomo's appointee. How do you study traffic patterns by stopping traffic? No one's saying. How do you block
lanes without notifying police, ambulance drivers or even your own bridge employees?
AVIATION
Open Cockpit Weekend in November at Teterboro Airport
Alana Quartuccio
Hasbrouck Heights PATCH -Full Text
The Aviation Hall of Fame will host Open Cockpit Weekend on Saturday, Nov. 2 and Sunday, Nov. 3 at
Teterboro Airport where plane enthusiasts will get the chance to sit inside a variety of special aircrafts.
Visitors can sit inside the cockpits of a one-of-a-kind 1950 Martin 202 airliner, a rare Lockheed-designed Bush
Plane, a Cobra gunship helicopter, an HH-52A Coast Guard helicopter, an OV-1A Mohawk close support
aircraft, the "Little Cut Up" aircraft control demonstrator and the control cab of an Airport Rescue and FireFighting truck. People of all ages can learn how the flight systems work. Qualified pilots will help guests
understand the instruments and controls of these special aircrafts. Open Cockpit will run from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. both Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and children
under age 12. For more information call201-288-6344 or visit www.njahof.org.
TV & RADIO CLIPS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Danielides, Philippe
Wednesday, October 09, 2013 9:27AM
Wildstein, David
FW: Morning Clips 10.9.13

Has any thought been given to writing an op-ed or providing a statement about the GWB study? Or is the plan just to
hunker down and grit our way through it?
From: Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 7:31AM
Subject: Morning Clips 10.9.13

Port Authority overhauls 1600-member police force
Judy Rife
Record Online- Full Text
The Port Authority has announced a new command structure for its 1,600-member police force, the first
major overhaul in 60 years. The reorganization is the work of Joseph Dunne, the Port Authority's first-ever
chief security officer, and involved a total of 64 promotions and appointments. The Port Authority hired
Dunne, a former first deputy commissioner in the New York Police Department, last year to carry out the
sweeping recommendations of an exhaustive review of its safety and security operations. The review was
done by former U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. 'This new command structure will give us
a more nimble department, allowing us to better respond to the changing needs across the agency," said Pat
Foye, the Port Authority's executive director, in a statement.

The Record: Awaiting answers
The Record
SENATE Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck, asked Port Authority commissioners some pointed
questions on Monday. That's good to hear. It's high time someone with "public official" attached to his or her
name tried to get to the bottom of the still unexplained lane closures last month at the George Washington
Bridge. As The Record reported, the unannounced traffic shift led to long backups in Fort Lee. We recognize
that the bi-state agency that operates the bridge is large and unwieldy, yet what happened in regard to the
lane closings was more than just a traffic inconvenience for a few hours; the closings lasted more than four
days and could have endangered lives. The Port Authority's own top executive, Pat Foye, highlighted the point
in a scathing email sent to agency executives Sept. 13 in which he ordered that the lanes be reopened. Foye,
who has said he was unaware of the lane closings until receiving inquiries about them from the news media,
admitted such a shock to the normal pattern could have stranded ambulances in traffic jams and
"undoubtedly had an adverse effect on economic activity." The executive director added that the closings may
even have violated federal law. The Port Authority had previously stated that the lane closings were part of a
traffic study "to ensure placement of toll lanes," yet no one at the agency has said why the study might have
been necessary or who authorized the closures, which apparently came as a surprise to local and Port
Authority police, as well as Fort Lee officials.
1
PA - DW - 000042

Fort lee and the GWB: Traffic study or political punishment: Editorial
Star-Ledger Editorial Board

With only silence coming from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, state Sen. Loretta Weinberg's
theory- that a bunch of "frat boys" plotted to punish Fort Lee's mayor by shutting down lanes feeding the
George Washington Bridge - is looking like the only plausible explanation. Weinberg (D-Bergen) wants
answers from Port Authority brass. If the silence continues, she should make good on her threat to subpoena
the agency's execs to Trenton for some mandatory truth-telling. The story so far: Starting Sept. 9, two of the
GWB's three local-access lanes from Fort Lee were closed. Local officials say the surprise closure caught them
off-guard and grid locked Fort Lee, where thousands of kids were late for the first day of school because buses
couldn't get through. The four-day closure ended only when Patrick Foye, the Port Authority's executive
director, sent an angry e-mail that called the closures "dangerous" and probably illegal. In it, Foye promised to
investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the
credibility of this agency." "I pray that no life has been lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient
delayed," he wrote. Port Authority officials blamed a "traffic safety study," but haven't proved that one exists.
A more popular theory is that Gov. Chris Christie's Port Authority appointees ordered the disruption to punish
Fort Lee's Democratic mayor, Mark Sokolich, who hasn't endorsed Christie for re-election. Christie, a
Republican, shares control of the Port Authority with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat. Foye is
Cuomo's appointee. How do you study traffic patterns by stopping traffic? No one's saying. How do you block
lanes without notifying police, ambulance drivers or even your own bridge employees?
AVIATION
Open Cockpit Weekend in November at Teterboro Airport
Alana Quartuccio
Hasbrouck Heights PATCH -Full Text

The Aviation Hall of Fame will host Open Cockpit Weekend on Saturday, Nov. 2 and Sunday, Nov. 3 at
Teterboro Airport where plane enthusiasts will get the chance to sit inside a variety of special aircrafts.
Visitors can sit inside the cockpits of a one-of-a-kind 1950 Martin 202 airliner, a rare lockheed-designed Bush
Plane, a Cobra gunship helicopter, an HH-52A Coast Guard helicopter, an OV-1A Mohawk close support
aircraft, the "Little Cut Up" aircraft control demonstrator and the control cab of an Airport Rescue and FireFighting truck. People of all ages can learn how the flight systems work. Qualified pilots will help guests
understand the instruments and controls of these special aircrafts. Open Cockpit will run from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. both Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and children
under age 12. For more information call 201-288-6344 or visit www.njahof.org.
TV & RADIO CLIPS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Wednesday, October 09, 2013 10:49 AM
Baroni, Bill
FW: Morning Clips 10.9.13

From: Danielides, Philippe
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 9:27 AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: FW: Morning Clips 10.9.13
Has any thought been given to writing an op-ed or providing a statement about the GWB study? Or is the plan just to
hunker down and grit our way through it?

----------·-----·--------From: Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Sent: Wednesday, October 09, 2013 7:31 AM
Subject: Morning Clips 10.9.13

Port Authority overhauls 1600-member police force
Judy Rife
Record Online- Full Text
The Port Authority has announced a new command structure for its 1,600-member police force, the first
major overhaul in 60 years. The reorganization is the work of Joseph Dunne, the Port Authority's first-ever
chief security officer, and involved a total of 64 promotions and appointments. The Port Authority hired
Dunne, a former first deputy commissioner in the New York Police Department, last year to carry out the
sweeping recommendations of an exhaustive review of its safety and security operations. The review was
done by former U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "This new command structure will give us
a more nimble department, allowing us to better respond to the changing needs across the agency," said Pat
Foye, the Port Authority's executive director, in a statement.

The Record: Awaiting answers
The Record
SENATE Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck, asked Port Authoritycommissioners some pointed
questions on Monday. That's good to hear. It's high time someone with "public official" attached to his or her
name tried to get to the bottom of the still unexplained lane closures last month at the George Washington
Bridge. As The Record reported, the unannounced traffic shift led to long backups in Fort Lee. We recognize
that the bi-state agency that operates the bridge is large and unwieldy, yet what happened in regard to the
lane closings was more than just a traffic inconvenience for a few hours; the closings lasted more than four
days and could have endangered lives. The Port Authority's own top executive, Pat Foye, highlighted the point
in a scathing email sent to agency executives Sept. 13 in which he ordered that the lanes be reopened. Foye,
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who has said he was unaware of the lane closings until receiving inquiries about them from the news media,
admitted such a shock to the normal pattern could have stranded ambulances in traffic jams and
"undoubtedly had an adverse effect on economic activity." The executive director added that the closings may
even have violated federal law. The Port Authority had previously stated that the lane closings were part of a
traffic study "to ensure placement of toll lanes," yet no one at the agency has said why the study might have
been necessary or who authorized the closures, which apparently came as a surprise to local and Port
Authority police, as well as Fort Lee officials.
Fort Lee and the GWB: Traffic study or political punishment: Editorial

Star-Ledger Editorial Board
With only silence coming from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, state Sen. Loretta Weinberg's
theory- that a bunch of "frat boys" plotted to punish Fort Lee's mayor by shutting down lanes feeding the
George Washington Bridge - is looking like the only plausible explanation. Weinberg (D-Bergen) wants
answers from Port Authority brass. If the silence continues, she should make good on her threat to subpoena
the agency's execs to Trenton for some mandatory truth-telling. The story so far: Starting Sept. 9, two ofthe
GWB's three local-access lanes from Fort Lee were closed. Local officials say the surprise closure caught them
off-guard and grid locked Fort Lee, where thousands of kids were late for the first day of school because buses
couldn't get through. The four-day closure ended only when Patrick Faye, the Port Authority's executive
director, sent an angry e-mail that called the closures "dangerous" and probably illegal. In it, Faye promised to
investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the
credibility of this agency." "I pray that no life has been lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient
delayed," he wrote. Port Authority officials blamed a "traffic safety study," but haven't proved that one exists.
A more popular theory is that Gov. Chris Christie's Port Authority appointees ordered the disruption to punish
Fort Lee's Democratic mayor, Mark Sokolich, who hasn't endorsed Christie for re-election. Christie, a
Republican, shares control of the Port Authority with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat. Faye is
Cuomo's appointee. How do you study traffic patterns by stopping traffic? No one's saying. How do you block
lanes without notifying police, ambulance drivers or even your own bridge employees?
AVIATION
Open Cockpit Weekend in November at Teterboro Airport

Alana Quartuccio
Hasbrouck Heights PATCH -Full Text
The Aviation Hall of Fame will host Open Cockpit Weekend on Saturday, Nov. 2 and Sunday, Nov. 3 at
Teterboro Airport where plane enthusiasts will get the chance to sit inside a variety of special aircrafts.
Visitors can sit inside the cockpits of a one-of-a-kind 1950 Martin 202 airliner, a rare Lockheed-designed Bush
Plane, a Cobra gunship helicopter, an HH-52A Coast Guard helicopter, an OV-1A Mohawk close support
aircraft, the "Little Cut Up" aircraft control demonstrator and the control cab of an Airport Rescue and FireFighting truck. People of all ages can learn how the flight systems work. Qualified pilots will help guests
understand the instruments and controls of these special aircrafts. Open Cockpit will run from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. both Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and children
under age 12. For more information call 201-288-6344 or visit www.njahof.org.
TV & RADIO CLIPS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Thursday, October 17,2013 5:10PM
'david.wildstein@gmail.com'
Fw: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB toll lane issue

----·-·-----·----------From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 05:06 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- GWB toll lane issue

Ted Mann is working on a story for tomorrow's paper based on a letter that Mayor Sokolich allegedly sent to Bill, saying
that he has concluded that the GWB toll lane closings were punitive. The letter also reportedly said that PAPD told
commuters that the closures and traffic were the result of a decision that Mayor Sokolich made. Ted is seeking PA
comment. I will not respond unless instructed otherwise.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Monday, October 28, 2013 2:59PM
'david.wildstein@gmail.com'
FW: Star Ledger inquiry

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 2:49 PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Wildstein, David; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry
Steve Strunsky is working on a story based on a letter sent last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to Bill regarding
the closing of the GWB local access lanes in early September. Steve is asking if we responded to the letter, and if we
have included our investigation into this matter. I will not respond unless directed otherwise to do so.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:47 PM
'david.wildstein@gmail.com'
FW: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB lane closings

--------------·-·-··--·------------------------From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:06 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
Tom Moran, the Editorial Page Editor of the Star Ledger, called to talk to us about the GWB lane closings issue for
another upcoming editorial. I will not respond unless instructed to do so.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wildstein, David
Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:47PM
'david.wildstein@gmail.com'
FW: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB lane closings

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:06 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
Tom Moran, the Editorial Page Editor of the Star Ledger, called to talk to us about the GWB lane closings issue for
another upcoming editorial. I will not respond unless instructed to do so.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Friday, September 13, 20131:30 PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Media inquiries -- Fort Lee toll booths

All:
We received inquiries today from the Bergen Record, WCBS Radio and the Fort Lee Patch about the three GWB toll
booths in Fort Lee that were taken out of service earlier this week and reinstated today. The media representatives
have all asked us to confirm that the booths have in fact been reinstated and also have asked why we made the change.
In addition, John Cichowski of the Bergen Record has several additional questions, including what safety goal we tried to
achieve and whether the booths will continue to remain open for the forseeable future.
Please provide me whatever guidance you can on how we can address these inquiries. Thanks.
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From:
Sent:

To:

Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Friday, September 13,2013 1:36PM
Coleman, Steve
Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Media inquiries-- Fort Lee toll booths

Steve I shall get guidance and get back to you.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 13, 2013, at 1:29PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panyni.gov> wrote:
All:
We received inquiries today from the Bergen Record, WCBS Radio and the Fort Lee Patch about the
three GWB toll booths in Fort Lee that were taken out of service earlier this week and reinstated today.
The media representatives have all asked us to confirm that the booths have in fact been reinstated and
also have asked why we made the change.
In addition, John Cichowski of the Bergen Record has several additional questions, including what safety
goal we tried to achieve and whether the booths will continue to remain open for the forseeable future.
Please provide me whatever guidance you can on how we can address these inquiries. Thanks.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Friday, September 13, 2013 3:10PM
Coleman, Steve; Faye, Patrick
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
RE: Media inquiries-- Fort Lee toll booths

Steve, we are good with the following:
"The Port Authority has conducted a week of study at the George Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns. We will
now review those results and determine the best traffic patterns at the GWB. We will continue to work with our local
law enforcement partners."

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 1:30 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Media inquiries -- Fort Lee toll booths

All:
We received inquiries today from the Bergen Record, WCBS Radio and the Fort Lee Patch about the three GWB toll
booths in Fort Lee that were taken out of service earlier this week and reinstated today. The media representatives
have all asked us to confirm that the booths have in fact been reinstated and also have asked why we made the change.
In addition, John Cichowski of the Bergen Record has several additional questions, including what safety goal we tried to
achieve and whether the booths will continue to remain open for the forseeable future.
Please provide me whatever guidance you can on how we can address these inquiries. Thanks.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•

Marsico, Ron
Friday, September 13, 2013 6:02 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity 9/13/13

The Bergen Record and WNYC Radio are working on stories about a General Accounting Office report that was
critical of the Port Authority's transparency efforts prior to the 2011 toll and fare increase. We issued a
response stressing the agency's commitment to using toll and fare revenues to make critical infrastructure
improvements and engaging the public in the process.
The Bergen Record, WCBS Radio and the Fort Lee Suburbanite inquired about a Port Authority decision to
reopen two of three closed toll booths closed earlier this week after the closing led to significant traffic delays
for some GWB commuters. We issued a statement that said we are evaluating traffic safety patterns at the
GWB and will now review the results to determine the best traffic patterns for the crossing.
Judy Randall of the Staten Island Advance attended Senator Schumer's press conference urging the USCG to
expedit the bridge permit for the Goethals Bridge and asked us for comment. We provided a comment that
touted the benefits of the project for the region and noted that we look forward to construction beginning as
soon as possible.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

212-435-7777
rma rsico@pa nyn j.gov
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From:
Sent:

To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, September 16,2013 12:19 PM
Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Wall Street Journal inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths

WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some Wall Street
Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and became stuck in the traffic
last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen
Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the
closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.

1
PA - DW - 000054

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
Coleman, Steve
Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths

Same statement as we gave Friday.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 16, 2013, at 12:18 PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some
Wall Street Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and
became stuck in the traffic last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read
John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was
referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, September 16, 2013 12:25 PM
Baroni, Bill
Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
RE: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths

Thanks Bill. Pat, are you OK?
From: Baroni, Bill
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
To: Coleman, Steve
Cc: Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths

Same statement as we gave Friday.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 16, 2013, at 12:18 PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some
Wall Street Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and
became stuck in the traffic last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read
John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was
referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.
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From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Foye, Patrick
Monday, September 16, 2013 12:30 PM
Coleman, Steve; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths

Steve OED office handling this so I defer to Bill

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
To: Baroni, Bill
Cc: Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: RE: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths
Thanks Bill. Pat, are you OK?
From: Baroni, Bill
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
To: Coleman, Steve
Cc: Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths
Same statement as we gave Friday.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 16, 2013, at 12:18 PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some
Wall Street Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and
became stuck in the traffic last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read
John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was
referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, September 16, 2013 12:30 PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
RE: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths

Thanks.
From: Faye, Patrick
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:30 PM
To: Coleman, Steve; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths
Steve DED office handling this so I defer to Bill

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
To: Baroni, Bill
Cc: Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: RE: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths
Thanks Bill. Pat, are you OK?
From: Baroni, Bill
Sent: Monday, September 16, 2013 12:24 PM
To: Coleman, Steve
Cc: Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths
Same statement as we gave Friday.
Sent from my iPhone
On Sep 16, 2013, at 12:18 PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
WSJ reporter Ted Mann called, looking to do a story on the Fort Lee toll booth issue. Ted said that some
Wall Street Journal editors commute to work via the GWB and through the toll booths in question and
became stuck in the traffic last week. They initially were unsure of what was going on until they read
John Cichowski's stories in the Bergen Record. Ted has questions about the traffic study that was
referenced in Cichowski's stories and what prompted the closing of the toll booths.
Please advise on how we should respond.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, September 16,2013 1:52PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Follow up from Wall Street Journal

All:
I sent Ted Mann the statement that we previously issued Friday on the Fort Lee toll booths. Ted has since followed up
with several questions, saying he'd like to see a copy of the study along with the communication that preceded it,
including any proposal of the study and its purpose and scope, and any communication among the Port, PAPD, local law
enforcement and the city government in Fort Lee.
Do we have a study we can provide to Ted? I will need additional guidance on how we should answer the other
questions.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Marsico, Ron
Monday, September 16, 2013 6:04 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 9/16/13

Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal is working on a story about the Port Authority's decision to reopen two
closed toll booths at a Fort Lee entrance to the GWB last week after the closing led to significant traffic backups
for some GWB commuters. We issued a statement that said we are evaluating traffic safety patterns at the
GWB and will now review the results to determine the best traffic patterns for the crossing.
Rich Bockmann of the Queens Times-Ledger inquired about a new downtown Jamaica Hotel announced by Gov.
Cuomo in a release that noted the Port Authority's participation in the project. We referred the reporter to the
MTA, which is the lead agency on the project.
Mary Gallagher-NJ Law Journal called about the Port Authority's victory in a court case upholding the agency's
right to enforce gun laws at Newark Liberty International Airport. We told the reporter we declined to
comment.
Matt McGrath of the Bergen Record, Noah Cohen of Patch and NY1 television all called about the body of a man
found floating in the Hudson River near the GWB, which was later confirmed to be a jumper from last week. We
let reports know a body was recovered and referred further questions about the victim's identity to the NYPD.
Wanda Princinzano of Channel 2 is working on a story about last week's General Accounting Office report that
was critical of the Port Authority's transparency efforts prior to the 2011 toll and fare increase. We issued a
response approved on Friday stressing the agency's commitment to using toll and fare revenues to make critical
infrastructure improvements and engaging the public in the process.
Shawn Boberg of the Bergen Record is working on a story about a $1 million grant for Teterboro Airport arrestor
bed work to improve safety and asked for further information. We let the reporter know this is related to the
third and last arrestor bed installation at Teterboro, with ongoing work that should be completed by year's end.
Rebecca O'Brien of the Bergen Record inquired about FAA regulations regarding the trimming/cutting down
more than 100 trees at Teterboro Airport. Response pending for her story, which has a deadline of tomorrow.
Biz Carson from Wired Magazine wanted to know the completion date for One WTC. We informed her it would
be complete in early 2014. She is not sure if she will be writing any story.
Sara Gilles by from AP wanted to know when 4 WTC would open. We referred her to SPI.
During the weekend, the Associated Press and other media were working on stories about the General
Accounting Office report that was critical of the Port Authority's transparency efforts prior to the 2011 toll and
fare increase. We issued a response approved on Friday stressing the agency's commitment to using toll and
fare revenues to make critical infrastructure improvements and engaging the public in the process.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebovich, Melissa
Wednesday, September 18, 2013 6:37 AM
Rebovich, Melissa
Morning Clips: 9.18.13

Cuomo asks N.Y. attorney general to look into Port Authority deal that sold rights to World Trade Center name
By Jim Norman
The Record
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo has jumped into the controversy over the Port Authority's quiet deal to sell the rights to the
World Trade Center name for $10 to a non-profit organization, asking the state attorney general to investigate the
arrangement, the New York Daily News reported on its website late Tuesday. Cuomo called on Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman to look into the 1986 sale of the name to the World Trade Centers Association, the Daily News reported.
State attorney general will investigate sale of World Trade Center trademark
By Kenneth Lovett
New York Daily News
Gov. Cuomo formally asked Attorney General Eric Schneiderman to investigate a secret 1986 deal to sell the exclusive
rights to the World Trade Center name for $10 to a non-profit that has since made tens of millions off the brand. Cuomo
wants Schneiderman to determine whether the World Trade Centers Association properly acquired the name from the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and whether the non-profit's officials improperly benefitted from the millions
made off the name at the expense of the authority and taxpayers.
Probe this swindle
By Editorial Board
New York Daily News
The secret deal that enables an obscure private group to make millions off the name of the World Trade Center is getting
a much-needed investigation by state officials.
Happy hunting. Gov. Cuomo requested the probe by Attorney General Eric Schneiderman after it came to light that the
Port Authority doesn't control the trademark on the iconic moniker. It turns out that a nonprofit group called the World
Trade Centers Association bought those rights 27 years ago for the unreal sum of $10- and has milked them for
licensing fees ever since.
Top architect who helped rebuild World Trade Center site delivers lecture to mark 20th anniversary of Stephen
Lawrence's death
By Emily Davies
Daily Mail
Daniel Libeskind led a memorial lecture marking the 20th anniversary of the death of Stephen Lawrence last night. Mr
Libeskind, who designed Manchester's Imperial War Museum North, was chosen to speak at the event in memory of
budding architect Stephen, who was killed in a racist attack aged 18 in 1993. The Polish-born architect made a speech,
entitled 'Architecture and Memory', at the Royal Institute of British Architects in London.

Bridge Jam's Cause a Mystery
By Ted Mann and Heather Haddon
Wall Street Journal (Full text)
No one denies that the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey triggered massive traffic jams when it shifted local toll
lanes at the George Washington Bridge from New Jersey last week. But local officials, and some within the Port Authority
itself, are scratching their heads over a larger question: Why? Police and elected officials in Fort Lee, N.J., say they
weren't given warning that the Port Authority planned to reduce the number of local access lanes directly from Fort Lee to
the bridge from three to one-causing traffic to back up in the borough-and are still puzzled by the official explanation
that the agency was conducting a study of traffic patterns. After the two local lanes handling Fort Lee traffic were closed,
cars and trucks quickly clogged streets used by local travelers to reach the bridge and New York City. Local officials said
the backup led to long delays for Fort Lee buses traveling for the first day of school Monday. Within the Port Authority,
meanwhile, the decision to close the traffic lanes caused tension, people with knowledge of the matter said. Those people
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said the lane closures came as a surprise to some high-ranking officials at the bistate agency, which operates area
bridges, tunnels and airports. The local lanes were reopened Thursday morning, one of the people said, after an order
from Executive Director Patrick Foye, who argued that the abrupt shift in traffic patterns caused a threat to public safety
and should have been advertised to the public ahead of time. For its part, the agency was sticking with a written
statement. "The Port Authority has conducted a week of study at the George Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns,"
it said. "We will now review those results and determine the best traffic patterns at the GWB. We will continue to work with
our local law enforcement partners." A Port Authority spokesman declined to elaborate or provide a further explanation of
the origin, purpose or conclusions of the study. Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich, a Democrat who was first elected in 2007,
said he found out about the lane closures Monday morning when the borough was turned into what he called "total
gridlock." The borough hall was flooded with hundreds of calls from angry motorists, Mr. Sokolich said. "I get that the Port
Authority tries different things. I'm very, very grateful that once they realized that this change was causing traffic gridlock,
they ended it," said Mr. Sokolich, a local attorney. Mr. Sokolich said it still wasn't clear to him who ordered the closures or
why. Fort Lee police said they learned of the lane closures when traffic began backing up, down the north-south artery of
Palisade Avenue, Deputy Chief Timothy Ford said. 'We called their police and they were like, We can't help you, it's
coming from [our] higher-ups,"' he said. When the local police tried to ask the Port Authority leadership what was going
on, he said, "They weren't returning our calls." Mr. Ford said the police were eventually told the Port Authority was "trying
something new" in the layout of the travel lanes leading to the toll plaza. "I've been here 33 years, and in all that time
we've always had three lanes dedicated to the Fort Lee traffic," he said. "And then on this Monday morning, with no prior
warning, they decided to try something new." A spokesman for the Christie administration referred questions to the Port
Authority. A spokesman for the state Department of Transportation said the agency has no jurisdiction over the toll lanes
and wasn't involved with any traffic study. Amid the controversy, there was even speculation that the closures could be
retribution for Mr. Sokolich's decision not to endorse Mr. Christie in his re-election bid in November. The Christie
campaign has received endorsements from at least 48 elected Democrats across the state, including 17 mayors. Mr.
Sokolich said he had a good relationship with the Christie administration and couldn't imagine he would be important
enough for the campaign to punish him for not publicly endorsing Mr. Christie. The mayor said he was supporting
Democratic Sen. Barbara Buono, Mr. Christie's challenger. "I've always been incredibly supportive of Gov. Christie even in
the face of people criticizing me for it. I find it incomprehensible that there's any truth whatsoever to these rumors," he
said. Kevin Roberts, a spokesman for the Christie campaign, said that any notion that Mr. Sokolich faced retribution for
not endorsing the governor was "crazy." 'We don't approach these folks and say, 'You will endorse us.' These are folks
who have supported us" on their own, Mr. Roberts said. Still, Mr. Sokolich said the incident made him wonder if he had
run afoul of someone, somehow, though he didn't name anyone or any organization. "Maybe I'm getting too popular.
Maybe I'm doing too many things, been too progressive," said the mayor, noting a spate of development in the borough.
"We are proud of it. I've got to believe they are happy with the results."
Damaged sewer main on 5th Street to see quick repair
The Hudson Reporter
Mayor Mark A. Smith announced that contractors working on the Port Authority's "Raise the Bridge Project" damaged a
sewer main on West 5th Street, west of Kennedy Boulevard last week. A Port Authority contractor cut into an active sewer
line by accident, because the sewer line was designated as "abandoned" and not in service on their contract plans. Heavy
rains on Thursday evening caused some basements to flood with sewage, due to the inability of the severed sewer main
to drain water from the area.
Bayonne homes on Fifth Street have sewage in basements after sewer line cut
By Felix Alarcon
The Jersey Journal
No stranger to construction activities, Bayonne residents of West Fifth Street woke up Friday morning to the rancid smell
of sewage in the air and flooding in their basements. On Monday, Kevin Hennings was removing debris and garbage and
putting it in the industrial container in front of his three-family home at 135 W. Fifth St. "My basement was flooded with
sewage up to my knees," said Hennings, whose home is closest to the Bayonne Bridge construction site. "Our water
heater was damaged and we've been without hot water since then." Bayonne Mayor Mark Smith released a statement
Monday that said: "A Port Authority contractor was doing street work and accidentally cut an active sewer line. The Port
Authority's plans had the sewer line as abandoned."
Aviation
JFK Customs Waits Approach Five Hours at Peak Times, Study Finds
By Jeff Plungis
Bloomberg
U.S. Customs and Border Protection staffing shortages are leaving arriving international travelers standing in line for
nearly five hours at the busiest airports, according to a travel industry report. Peak wait times reached a high of 4.5 hours
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at New York's John F. Kennedy International Airport in December 2012. At Miami in April2013, the peak wait times were
4.7 hours.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Wednesday, September 18, 2013 12:33 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 9.18.13

AVIATION
Feuding employee taken into custody at Newark airport
The United Airlines cargo worker jumped into his work truck after arguing with another staffer. Co-workers called Port
Authority cops who were still questioning the man on Wednesday morning.
By Doyle Murphy
New York Daily News- Full Text
Port Authority police busted a rogue airline employee on Wednesday morning after the man clashed with a co-worker at
Newark Liberty International Airport. Authorities said the United Airlines worker was on duty when he clashed with a
colleague, possibly a supervisor, and jumped in his work truck. The dispute grew so heated co-workers called in police,
who took the angry man into custody after about 10 minutes. Cops coaxed him from the pickup without any more trouble
and were questioning him on Wednesday morning, a Port Authority spokesman told the Daily News. The man was
unarmed, and flight service was uninterrupted.
Newark airport disturbance causes security scare
By Luke Funk
My Fox NY
A United Airlines employee was taken into custody after a disturbance at Newark-Liberty International Airport on
Wednesday morning. Law enforcement sources tell Fox 5 News that the employee was driving a pickup truck erratically
on the tarmac and other secure areas. The sources say the man was driving a Ford F-150 pickup with airline logos on it
just after 9 a.m. He allegedly called a co-worker and said something like, "I have a surprise for you." The co-worker
called Port Authority police, thinking it was a threat.
TSA to expand expedited screening at Newark airport
By Steve Strunsky
The Star-Ledger
More passengers flying out of Newark Liberty and John F. Kennedy International airports will be able to keep their shoes,
belts and jackets on as they pass through security checkpoints starting next month, when the head of the Transportation
Security Administration said the agency would expand its PreCheck expedited screening program to a second terminal.
"EWR offers TSA PreCheck at one terminal, and plans to expand to an additional terminal in October 2013," Administrator
John Pistole wrote in a Sept. 4 letter to the Global Gateway Alliance, a group that lobbies for improvements to the New
York-New Jersey region's major airports. "JFK offers TSA PreCheck at two terminals and is making preparations for the
TSA PreCheck expansion to two additional terminals in October 2013."
Airplane Noise Meeting to Be Held Tonight in Douglaston
Speakers will include aviation experts and local elected officials.
By Nathan Duke
Bayside Patch
The Douglas Manor Association and Queens Quiet Skies will hold a meeting tonight to discuss ongoing airplane noise
over northeast Queens. For more than a year, Bayside and Douglaston residents have been complaining about planes
constantly flying over their communities following the creation of a new flight pattern out of LaGuardia Airport. On
Tuesday, U.S. Reps. Grace Meng, D-Fiushing, and Steve Israel, D-Great Neck, held a press conference in Little Bay Park
to call on the Federal Aviation Administration to exempt LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports from a new rule that would allow
the agency to forego environmental reviews when changing flight routes.
JFK International Airport's 50th Anniversary Celebrated
Western Queens Gazette- Full Text
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Jack Schlossberg, grandson of President John F. Kennedy, was the featured guest speaker as the John F. Kennedy
International Airport Chamber of Commerce marked 50 years since the airport was renamed in Kennedy's honor in 1963.
The keynote speaker for the event was aviation maverick and industry pioneer, David Neeleman, whose career includes
building five airlines. As founder of JetBiue, New York's hometown carrier, Neeleman spent a decade growing this airline
at JFK International Airport. The commemorative luncheon, held on September 10 at Russo's on the Bay in Howard
Beach, had more than 500 people in attendance. The event also celebrated another remarkable milestone: the airport
reaching 50 million annual travelers in 2013.
Pascrell Announce $1 Million Grant to Improve Teterboro Airport Safety
By Mel Fabrikant
The Paramus Post
U.S. Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ-09), a member of the House Ways and Means Committee who served for a decade on
the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, today announced that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
has awarded the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey a $1,000,000 grant to improve runway safety at Teterboro
airport. "New Jersey serves as a major transportation hub for the metropolitan area, so it's critical we make the safety of
our region's airports a priority," said Rep. Pascrell. "Teterboro Airport services hundreds of thousands of flights annually in
one of the busiest travel corridors in our nation. These federal funds will help modernize Teterboro Airport to ensure it
continues to meet public safety demands." A 2005 law authored by the late Senator Lauten berg requires all of the nation's
major airports to have a 1000 ft. runway end buffer zone by 2015 to ensure passenger safety in the event of an overrun.
At airports that are unable to satisfy this requirement because of either natural or man-made barriers, the FAA allows the
use of a shorter runway safety area with a properly designed arrestor bed, which is an area designed to slow an aircraft
down in a short distance.

Fort Lee officials puzzled by George Washington Bridge lane closures
By Myles Ma
NJ.com
Police and local officials told the Wall Street Journal that the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey never warned
them about a move last week to close two of the three local access lanes from Fort Lee to the George Washington Bridge.
The resulting backup clogged local roads and led to long delays for Fort Lee buses on the first day of school, local officials
said. The Port Authority's official explanation is that the agency was studying traffic patterns. A spokesman for the Port
Authority didn't elaborate on the purpose or conclusions of the study.
Tucker JV lands $218M loan for Fort Lee development
Real Estate Weekly
A joint venture partnership of affiliates of Tucker Development Corporation, Ares Management and Kushner Real Estate
Group has secured $218 million in financing for Phase I of Hudson Lights, the one-million-square-foot mixed-use
redevelopment of an eight-acre site at the base of the entrance to the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee, NJ. The
U.S.-based unit of international real estate services firm, Savills, arranged the debt and equity capitalization, including a
$117 million construction loan provided by Sovereign Santander Bank.
PANYNJ
Related taps WTC development boss for Hudson Yards position
Real Estate Weekly
Related Companies announced that Philippe Visser will join Related and the Hudson Yards development team as senior
vice resident of development. Philippe will be a part of the executive team on the nearly 28- acre project and be primarily
responsible for leading the development of the 80 story, 2.5 million square foot North Tower as well as other Hudson
Yards commercial projects. L. Jay Cross, president of Related Hudson Yards said, "Philippe has extensive experience
with large-scale commercial real estate projects and a proven track-record of delivering complex developments. We are
very pleased to welcome him to the Hudson Yards team as we prepare to commence construction on the platform and
North Tower in a few short months."
Rechler in for Spitz' at equity panel
Real Estate Weekly
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Scott Rechler, vice chairman of The Port Authority, will step in for former New York Governor Eliot Spitzer at next week's
EisnerAmper private equity summit. After losing his bid to run for mayor, Spitzer withdrew from the scheduled speakers
list, said a spokesman. Rechler is CEO and chairman of RXR, one of the largest owners, managers, and developers in
the New York Tri-State area with interests in $4.5 billion of assets.
GAO Report Critical of Some Tolling Agencies
By Evan Lockridge
Trucking info

A recent report by the Government Accountability Office report on bi-state tolling authorities that control some of the
nation's most heavily travelled routes, could set the stage for federal oversight of these groups, including when it comes to
setting toll rates. The federal watchdog agency says the report, entitled "Interstate Compacts: Transparency and
Oversight of Bi-state Tolling Authorities Could be Enhanced," was performed as bi-state tolling authorities have come
under scrutiny for toll increases and other concerns, and it was asked to review their toll-setting decisions and oversight
framework .... For the report, GAO examined practices by the Delaware River and Bay Authority, Delaware River Joint
Toll Bridge Commission, Delaware River Port Authority and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which
together control 16 bridges and two tunnels.
De Blasio Jumps to Big Early Lead
In First Poll of General Election, de Blasia Leads Lhota 65% to 22%.
By Michael Howard Saul
Wall Street Journal

Bill de Blasio leads Republican Joe Lhota among likely voters by 43 percentage points in the race for New York City
mayor, an early jolt of positive news for Democrats seeking to recapture City Hall for the first time in 20 years, a Wall
Street Journal-NBC 4 New York-Marist poll released Tuesday showed .... The numbers partly reflected the fact that Mr.
Lhota came out of a tough GOP primary, during which he faced a barrage of negative advertisements from his billionaire
opponent John Catsimatidis. Mr. Lhota, a former Metropolitan Transportation Authority chairman, was criticized for toll and
subway fare increases, for calling Port Authority police "mall cops" and even for being against pets.

Allendale holds ceremony with WTC steel to honor 9111 heroes and victims
By Karen Kleimann
Town Journal

Twelve years later and the sun still shines, the sky is still blue, a hint of summer still remains on this Patriot's Day of
remembrance. Allendale officials recall the day security took on a different meaning and America glimpsed the attacks of
a non-secure world. A city less than 50 miles away found its financial hub turned to ash, and for those who witnessed its
descent, it became a day of survival but also one in which the heroes of that day wouldn't be forgotten. Now a piece of
that day, those buildings that crumbled, is forever remembered in the borough. All who pass the Crestwood Park 9/11
Memorial will see history in the form of a steel beam, courtesy of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
TV CLIPS
o

NBC New York/cargo worker detained at EWR

o

NBC New York/Fort Lee traffic delays
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebovich, Melissa
Friday, September 20, 2013 1:07 PM
Rebovich, Melissa
Afternoon Clips: 9.20.13

Unannounced traffic study results in Fort Lee congestion
By Svetlana Shkolnikova
The Record
An unannounced Port Authority traffic study that reduced eastbound traffic to one toll booth on the George Washington
Bridge clogged Fort Lee streets for hours last week. For four mornings beginning on Sept. 9 and part of a fifth, Port
Authority closed two of the three toll booths normally used by drivers heading into Manhattan and narrowed two
approaches to the bridge down to one. Coinciding with the first day of school, the closures doubled, tripled and in some
cases, quadrupled commuting times, forced parents to wake an hour earlier just to drop their children off at school on time
and diverted police, fire and ambulance corps personnel away from local emergencies.

Aviation

They're off to see the lizard ... Snake-like species found under airport
By Mike Frassinelli
The Star-Ledger
There are many things to hate about Newark Liberty International Airport. It's dreary, the planes are often late and the
runways sometimes gets so clogged that you have to circle around the skies numerous times before reaching terra firma.
But at least it doesn't have legless lizards like Los Angeles International Airport. According to a story in the Los Angeles
times, a species of legless lizard- sure looks a lot more like a snake than the Geico mascot, but technically it's an
Anniella lizard -has been found living under LAX, near a runway.

Pilot error blamed in 2011 Guyana plane crash
By the Associated Press
Houston Chronicle
Investigators have blamed pilot error for a 2011 plane crash in Guyana in which a Caribbean Airlines jet broke in half after
touching down in the South American country. A report compiled by authorities in Guyana and Trinidad and the U.S.
National Transportation Safety Board found the Boeing 737-800 touched down too late at Cheddi Jag an International
Airport. Guyana government spokeswoman Gail Teixeira said late Thursday that officials found the captain maintained
excess power at the time and did not fully decelerate. The plane was carrying 157 passengers and six crew members, but
no one was killed as it crashed through a chain-link fence the night of July 30, 2011, and broke in half just short of a deep
ravine. However, one passenger's leg was amputated and at least five other people who were injured have filed a lawsuit
1
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against Caribbean Airlines. The plane had left New York's John F. Kennedy International Airport and made a stop in
Trinidad before landing in Guyana.

VIDEO: New York City Ballet's poignant tribute to 'New Beginnings' after 9/11
By Rheana Murray
New York Daily News
A breathtaking ballet performed on the rooftop of 4 World Trade Center, 12 years after the terrorist attacks of 9/11, sends
a message of "new beginnings" to Gotham. Released at sunrise on Sept. 12, a video by the New York City Ballet features
principal dancers Maria Kowroski and Ask Ia Cour, twirling in the twilight as the Freedom Tower glitters in the background.
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Sunday, September 22, 2013 8:41 AM
Morning Clips 9.22.13

Bergen County Democratic Freeholder candidates call for investigation into George Washington Bridge lane
closures
Myles Ma
NJ.com- Full Text
The state legislature should investigate why the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey on Sept. 9 closed two of the
three local access lanes from Fort Lee to the George Washington Bridge, Democratic candidates for Bergen County
Freeholder said. Closing the lanes clogged local roads and delayed school buses on the first day of school, Fort Lee
officials said. The Port Authority explained that it was conducting a study of traffic patterns near the George Washington
Bridge. But the agency never notified Fort Lee. Fort Lee officials tried to contact the Port Authority Sept. 9, but the agency
didn't give an explanation until Sept. 13. "If the Port Authority is unwilling to even answer phone calls from the mayor of
Fort Lee and the police department, then my running mates and I have no choice but to ask our state representatives to
bring them before a committee hearing for an explanation under oath," Chris Tully said. Tully, Jim Tedesco and Lorraine
Waldes will challenge incumbent Republicans John Mitchell, Maura DeNicola and John Felice in November.
Residents Concerned About Possible Fallout From Bayonne Bridge Project
Neighbors Worry About Noise, Possibility Of Falling Debris
CBS-NY- Full Text
As work gets underway to lift the Bayonne Bridge so that larger ships getting through the Panama Canal can dock at local
ports, those living under the bridge are worried. As WCBS 880's Levan Putney reported Saturday, there is a row of
houses on Kennedy Boulevard in Bayonne, N.J. with backyards sitting literally in the shadow of the bridge about 30 yards
away. "We do already get the paint chips that come off the bridge," said resident Tracey Fiuza. Fiuza said debris could fall
once work starts behind her home. "What if we get something like a Sandy, you know, and equipment comes off the
bridge, into our yards?" she said. Residents also have expressed concern about the noise once crews begin lifting and
expanding the Bayonne Bridge. Fiuza is concerned also about health effects. "I read the Coast Guard paperwork when
they first applied for their permits, and asbestos was used on that bridge," she said. She said the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey offered to pay for a hotel and parking. But some neighbors do not believe that is enough. Fiuza said
some neighbors "would like them to consider buying their home for fair market value so they can move." At this point, the
Port Authority has told neighbors that will not be happening. The Bayonne Bridge project is expected to bring 2,500
construction jobs and even more business to the area when it is completed, officials said in June. The bridge deck will go
from the current 151 feet to 215 feet. The old bridge deck removal is scheduled to be completed sometime in 2015.
The cost has been estimated at $1.3 billion.

Herald News: WTC naming deal gets a new look
Herald News
NorthJersey.com
There was the shock of revelation, the loud chorus of disapproval and the declaration by employees they knew nothing
about it. Now it's time for action. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo thinks so, too. He has assigned his attorney general to
look into the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's sale of the World Trade Center name for 10 lousy bucks back
in 1986. Eric Schneiderman's task is to investigate whether the name was bought improperly and if so, he's to try to
recover the benefits lost to the Port Authority and area residents. Good. The country needs follow-through on this one.
The Record broke the appalling story recently that the agency sold the name to a nonprofit organization called the World
Trade Centers Association, founded by one of the Port Authority's former executives who had overseen the building of the
Twin Towers. That man, Guy Tozzoli, made millions of dollars from that nonprofit, which licensed the use of the name
around the world at an exorbitant price- a $200,000 fee to start and then $10,000 in annual dues. Tozzoli and the
WTCA raked in money from a name once belonging to, and then quietly sold by, the Port Authority, owner of the actual
World Trade Center building. Structure and name were one for the first 16 years of life and then were broken in two like a
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cookie, with half handed out to an employee who struck out on his own a year later. Agency leaders appointed by the
current governors say they do not know anything about it. The name transfer wasn't approved by the board of
commissioners at the time, according to the Port Authority, and the then-executive director said he does not remember it.
It's high time someone got to the bottom of this. David Samson, chairman of the agency's board of commissioners, has
ordered an internal review. Given the Port Authority's close-to-the-vest operating philosophy- it still won't explain why
two weeks ago it cut Fort Lee traffic lanes to the George Washington Bridge from three to one- an outside investigation
is crucial. The public, which partially funds the Port Authority through bridge and tunnel tolls and airport and seaport fees,
deserves to know exactly how the agency ended up paying a $10,000 a year membership fee, and whether it can recoup
some of its losses.

Port Authority officer in Jersey City crash, same area where 3 jogging colleagues were struck
Jerry DeMarco
Cliff View Pilot- Full Text
A Port Authority police officer was injured, as were four people in a sedan that struck the officer's cruiser this morning in
Jersey City- blocks from where three authority officers out jogging were struck by a car yesterday afternoon. The Toyota
Corolla was headed headed west on 14th Street around 9 a.m. today when it rammed into the rear passenger-side door
and wheel well of a radio car driven by the on-duty officer on Marin Boulevard, the authority's Joseph Pentangelo told
Cliffview Pilot this afternoon. All of those involved were taken to Jersey City Medical Center, Pentangelo said. No
summonses were issued, he added. This comes after a trio of off-duty Port Authority officers who were jogging along 14th
Street just before 5 o'clock yesterday were treated for minor injuries after being hit by a car. The 64-year-old driver whose
Jeep hit them was issued summonses for reckless driving and failing to yield, Pentangelo said.
PANYNJ
Executives exit Port Authority
Bistate agency faces brain drain as World Trade Center work ends and budget tightens.
Daniel Geiger
Craine's New York Business
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, long a magnet for ambitious transportation, construction, engineering
and real estate executives eager to ply their craft on a grand scale, is experiencing a high-level brain drain. With its largest
project, the $15 billion rebuilding of the World Trade Center complex, winding down and no huge developments on the
horizon, key executives at the bistate agency are decamping in an exodus only worsened by a recent audit that triggered
big changes in its management and salary structures. The most recent departure: Philippe Visser, who headed leasing
and many other major business negotiations for the WTC site for the past two years. He announced last Tuesday that he
will jump to the Related Cos., where he will help oversee the developer's $15 billion Hudson Yards project. Executives at
public agencies like the Port Authority have long moved on to more lucrative posts in the private sector. But the scale of
the defections from the agency's upper ranks in recent months exceed its norm.
AVIATION
Children with autism practice air travel on JetBiue flight, go through security at NYC's JFK
Associated Press
Washington Post
Tom and Zsuzsa Price arrived Saturday to Kennedy International Airport, their four young children in tow, full of anxiety.
Four-year-old Callum has autism and the whole family had never been on a plane together.
They checked in, went through airport security and boarded JetBiue Flight 001, with sandy-haired Callum at times
whimpering, yelling and fidgeting. This time, though, it was just practice. JetBiue Airways and the nonprofit Autism Speaks
set up an air travel practice session for families who have children with the disorder. JetBiue officials said it was the first
such event at JFK, one of the nation's busiest airports. "We had no idea what to expect, we didn't know whether we'd
have to turn around and go home," said Zsuzsa Price, of Bayshore, N.Y. "We're grateful to have the chance to try it out."
Children Suffering from Autism Practice Traveling at the NYC JFK Airport
Camille H.
Parent Herald- Full Text
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A couple with their four young children arrived at the John F Kennedy airport in New York City to practice what it would be
like traveling with their autistic child, according to SF Gate. Tom and Zsuzsa Price has a four-year old son, Callum, who
was diagnosed with autism. The entire family checked in, went through security and boarded JetBiue Flight 001. JetBiue
Airways and the nonprofit Autism Speaks set up an air travel practice session for families who have children with the
disorder. JetBiue officials said it was the first such event at the JFK, one of the nation's busiest airports. "We had no idea
what to expect, we didn't know whether we'd have to turn around and go home," said Zsuzsa Price, of Bayshore, N.Y.
"We're grateful to have the chance to try it out." Autism spectrum disorders are a group of developmental disabilities that
can cause significant social, communication and behavioral challenges and now affects one in 88 children, according to
Autism Speaks, which offers support and aims to raise awareness of the disorder. JetBiue officials said they wanted to
teach their employees tools to help make travel comfortable for people with autism -who represent a growing number
of customers. "The more tools we supply to our crew members, the better we can serve our customers," said JetBiue
spokeswoman Kate Wetzel. JetBiue workers volunteered their time, and the airline absorbed the cost of using the plane
for the afternoon. About 300 parents and children attended. The Airbus 320 departed the gate and taxied around the
tarmac for 20 minutes before returning. Parents said they appreciated the ability to practice with their children, who
ranged on the spectrum from mild to severe and in age from toddler to adult.
Jackson Hole Mountain Resort named number one in North America by SKI Magazine.
Benjamin Storrow
Star-Tribune
Perhaps it was a sign. A dusting of snow fell on Jackson Hole Mountain Resort this week, shepherding in what skiers and
mountain executives alike hope will be a good winter. The snow also capped a historic week for this iconic ski area in the
Tetons. The resort was ranked number one in SKI Magazine's annual poll of North American ski areas. The award was
notable on several fronts. It marks the first time Jackson Hole has scaled the heights of SKI's poll, wresting the honor
away from resorts like Deer Valley, Utah, and Vail, Colo., which have long dominated the survey. It also underlined a
subtle rebranding of Wyoming's most famous ski hill. Long renowned for its challenging terrain, JHMR has invested $135
million in capital upgrades in the last two decades aimed at making the mountain more accessible to intermediate and
beginner skiers. "This came as a big surprise for us," said JHMR President Jerry Blann. "When we did get the call it was
like, 'Are you kidding?' It's obviously a real honor. It's something that is real special." SKI's annual ran kings are a
benchmark in the industry, akin, in some respects, to U.S. News & World Report's ranking of colleges and universities.
"We all gauge ourselves against it," is how Blann described it. The ran kings are drawn from a poll of the magazine's
145,000 subscribers. Around 10,000 people participated in the 2014 poll, the 26th time the magazine has asked its
readers to rank the continent's resorts.
TV CLIPS

WNBC-NY (NBC) - WTC Name -The Debrief With David Ushery
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From:

Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Monday, September 23, 2013 7:36AM
Morning Clips 9.23.13

The Record: Trade Center Answers- Opinion I Letters
Record
THERE WAS the shock of revelation, the loud chorus of disapproval and the declaration by
employees they knew nothing about it Now it's time for action.
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo thinks so, too. He has assigned his attorney general to look into the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's sale of the World Trade Center name for 10 lousy bucks
back in 1986. Eric Schneiderman's task is to investigate whether the name was bought improperly,
and if so, he's to try to recover the benefits lost to the Port Authority and area residents. Good. The
country needs follow-through on this one.
What A Deal! P.A. Sold Name Rights For $10- Editorial
Staten Is. Adv
Here's one of those stories that will have you shaking your head:
The exclusive rights to name "World Trade Center" don't belong to the Port Authority, which owns the
land on which the Twin Towers stood.
Woman Attempts To Enter 9/11 Memorial With Loaded Gun
Eyewitness News
The woman, who was identified as Ursula Jerry of Milwaukee, Wisconsin was carrying a semiautomatic .380 caliber Kei-Tec hand gun. The gun was loaded with two rounds in the magazine, and
none in the chamber.
Woman With Gun Is Arrested At 9/11 Memorial
Wall Street Journal
Ursula Jerry tried to pass through the metal detectors at the memorial's visitors screening area with a
.380-cal semiautomatic pistol in her purse, the official said. The weapon had two rounds in the
magazine, the official said, and none in the chamber. A private security guard working at the
screening center stopped the 41-year-old, who was alone, and notified the New York Police
Department, officials said. She was arrested and was charged with criminal possession of a weapon,
the official said.
Woman Arrested For Trying To Bring Loaded Gun Into 9/11 Memorial
Shimon Prokupecz
WNBC-NY
A Midwestern woman was arrested at the Sept.11 memorial Sunday afternoon when she tried to
enter with a gun loaded with two bullets, law enforcement sources said.
TB&T
Freeholder Candidates Call For Probe Into GWB Lane Closures
Noah Cohen
Fort Lee Patch
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Three Democratic Bergen County Freeholder candidates are asking state elected officials to
investigate why the Port Authority closed two of three lanes from Fort Lee to the George Washington
Bridge, a move that snarled local traffic and surprised borough officials.
PANYNJ
Port Authority to Close Bayonne's Slootsky Park Monday
Brandon Gould
Jersey Journal
Bayonne residents who frequent AI Slootsky Park will have to find a new location for their activities.
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey announced it will close the park as of Monday.
Aviation
An Unexpected Find at New York's LaGuardia Airport
Conde Nast Traveler
Interior of the rotunda at LaGuardia Airport's historic and still functioning Marine Air Terminal. Small
seaplanes depart from the former base of Pan American's Yankee "Clipper" Flying Boats (Boeing
314), which began commercial service in 1939 and were retired in 1947.
Atlantic city Airport Floor Plan To Be Available On Google Maps
Jennifer Bogdan
Press of Atlantic City
The South Jersey Transportation Authority on Wednesday approved a resolution to provide a copy of
portions of the airport's floor plan to the Internet giant.
Veterans Visit Washington Via Hudson Valley Honor Flight- Stewart Airport
Poughkeepsie Journal
Elected officials and Honor Flight organizers spoke at a ceremony inside Stewart International Airport
prior to the departure.
Honor Flight ceremony at Stewart airport: Ninety WWII veterans from the greater Hudson Valley area
were en route to Washington, D.C., Saturday to visit the national monuments, thanks to a volunteerrun organization, Hudson Valley Honor Flight and local corporate sponsors.
PAPD
Port Authority Police Charge Man Is Journal Square Bike Thief
Felix Alarcon
Jersey Journal
Port Authority Police arrested an alleged bike thief today and charged him with two thefts at the
Journal Square PATH station.
Marco Santamaria-Beltran, 43 years-old, of Oakland Avenue was arrested by 4 plainclothes Port
Authority Police officers in his home at 11 a.m.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

TOPIC:

Torres Rojas, Genara
Monday, September 23, 2013 3:05 PM
Fulton, Cedrick; Simon, Brian; Starace, Jim
Abelians, Ana; Archie, Gwendolyn; Berger, Denise (Engineering); Buchbinder, Darrell;
Coleman, Steve; DiMarco, Gretchen; Duffy, Daniel; Eastman, Karen; Handel, linda; Lado,
Tina; Ma, John; Marsico, Ron; MacSpadden, Lisa; McDonough, John; Qureshi, Ann; Rojas,
Arlett; Stickelman, Timothy; Van Duyne, Sheree; Velasco-Lopez, Mariana; Wildstein, David
FOI REQUEST REFERENCE NO. 14294- TED MANN (THE WALL STREET JOURNAL)
FOI Request No. 14294.pdf

Request for copies of any records regarding changes in traffic patterns on the George
Washington Bridge that occurred the week of Sept. 9, 2013, including: any documents
reflecting the purpose, methods or conclusion of the traffic study undertaken by the Port
Authority any notification or correspondence to any officials of Fort Lee, N.J. reflecting the
traffic pattern changes any scheduled meetings with officials from outside the Port
Authority concerning traffic changes and any internal correspondence among Port
Authority staff, leadership, board members or other personnel concerning traffic
conditions on or management of the bridge between Sept. 1, 2013 and the present date

Attached is a Freedom of Information request for your handling. Your response is due within three (3) business
davs.

YOUR RESPONSE SHOULD INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO ANY SUGGESTED
REDACTIONS. PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU CITE THE SPECIFIC EXEMPTION.
Your written response should include any financial, policy or public relation concerns associated with the
release of this material. Any staff representing you on this review should be thoroughly familiar with current
departmental policy and business matters to represent your direct views in this matter.
•
•
•

If no records are found, please confirm that fact in writing. Please ensure that your search for records
covers any copies at the facilities or off-site storage facilities.
Please note that new documents should not be created in response to this request.
Whenever possible, your response should be sent in electronic format, since it will be posted to the Port
Authority's website

Please keep track of time spent searching for records. This does not include time spent retrieving or copying the
responsive records. Your response should note the amount of time, if greater than an hour, and the pay level of
the person performing the search.
lfyou have any questions pertaining to the attached request, please call Dan Duffy at (212) 435-2542 or Ann
Qureshi at 212-435-6657.
Att.
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t-rom:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject

leO.mCrlll(g!WSJ.GUIII
Thursday, September

19,2013 7:47PM

Duffy, Daniel
Torres Rojas, Genara; VanDuyne, Sheree; Qureshi, Ann
Freedom of lnformntion Online Request Farm

lnronnallon:
First Nmn::: Ted
1

Last ~ a.m;:o: Mann
Company: Tht' \\.all Stn.::ct Juumal
Mailing :\ddn.:ss 1; 1211 Sixth i\vl!.
Mailing Address 2: 5th Floor

City: New York
State: NY
Zip CoJc: I 0030
Email :\dJrc~s: Lt:.sUnann.:'lil.-'.~}j.~.:om
Phone: 212~116·2060

Required copies of the records: YC!:i
l.ist of ~pcdlic rccord(s):
Any records n:garding changes in tmflic p:llh:rns on the (lt:orgc Washington Bridge thi.li (ICcurn:d the "\.ved~ of

Sept. 9. 20 13. including: au;· documents n.:H<:c\ing the purpos..::, me\ hods nr t.'onclusion \)f the trat1i...:: stlldy
unde-rtaken by tbe P<1n Authority any n0tification or corrcsponckncc to any officials nfFort Lt·c. KJ. rdl..:cting
the traffic pattern chang1.·s any ~che.:dt~h:d mecrings ·with uffit:inl~ fwm OU(s\dr;: !hl· Port i\uthori\y ~nn~.:erning
[raffic chang_cs and ;.my intcrnnl CO!Tt'"SpO:tdenc.e ~\mong Pmt Authority st1n: leat.lcrship. bmrd member'.> or (llher
pcrc;~,r.m.!:r;.;...r'l,..t..:rnng twftic Clmditions on or mnnag::mcnt tlf'the bridge hCt\\-'CCil SL"pt. l, 2013 nnd the prcs..::nt
'J,,tc.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Thursday, September 26, 2013 4:09 PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Media inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths issue

A reporter for the Fort Lee Suburbanite called looking for PA comment on a call by several Bergen County Democratic
freeholder candidates who are seeking an investigation into why the toll booths used by Fort Lee residents to access the
GWB were closed for several days two weeks ago. I assume we would decline comment unless told otherwise.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Thursday, September 26,2013 4:14PM
Coleman, Steve; Faye, Patrick
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
RE: Media inquiry-- Fort Lee toll booths issue

Correct.
From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, September 26, 2013 4:09 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Media inquiry -- Fort Lee toll booths issue
A reporter for the Fort Lee Suburbanite called looking for PA comment on a call by several Bergen County Democratic
freeholder candidates who are seeking an investigation into why the toll booths used by Fort Lee residents to access the
GWB were closed for several days two weeks ago. I assume we would decline comment unless told otherwise.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

Marsico, Ron
Thursday, September 26, 2013 6:19PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nighly Media Activity Report 9/26/13

Numerous media outlets followed up on an inaccurate story by WABC-TV that reported an unloaded machine
gun was found at JFK Airport's Terminal One in an office that was behind federal security checkpoints. We
called WABC-TV to correct their story and let other reporters also know that the firearm was actually found in a
locked office that was pre-security.
Media Relations issued a press release announcing a reward of up to $20,000 for information leading to the
arrest and prosecution of a suspect charged with a 1981 attack on a Port Authority police officer. Our reward
offer matched a similar FBI reward offer.
Anne Kohut of the Airport Noise Report sought confirmation that the Port Authority will be replacing the
existing noise monitors around JFK and LaGuardia airports with Bruel and Kjaer (B&K) monitors. We said the
B&K monitors would start being deployed in October.
Barry Carter ofThe Star-Ledger is working on a column about former Newark Police Capt. Steven Yablonsky who
recently joined the PAPD. We are working to arrange an interview with Capt. Yablonsky.
Jeff Plungis of Bloomberg News inquired about a new U.S. Customs passport system at JFK Airport. We did not
respond.
WCBS-TV and FIOS1 News inquired about a construction fire on the lower level of the George Washington
Bridge that temporarily held traffic. We told the reporter the small fire was quickly put out by TBA's at the
bridge and traffic resumed within 15 minutes of the incidents.
Svetlana Shkolnikova of the Fort Lee Suburbanite called for comment on a call by Bergen County Democratic
freeholder candidates for an investigation into why toll booths that Fort Lee residents use to access the GWB
were closed for a few days two weeks ago. We did not comment.
Nigel Chuwaya of DNAinfo inquired about the status of the George Washington Bus Station redevelopment
project. We told the reporter that pre-construction activities were underway and that construction would begin
later this year.
Media Relations pitched a story about a PAPD arrest of an individual accused of bicycle theft at Journal Square
to Charles Hack of the Jersey Journal, who indicated he was likely to file a story.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Friday, September 27, 2013 7:57AM
Morning Clips- 9.27.13

TB&T
Port Authority Reopens Tollbooths
Svetlana Shkolnikova
Fort Lee Suburbanite
The borough still has no concrete answers as to why the Port Authority reduced the number of
tollbooths at the entrance to the George Washington Bridge from three to one during the second
week of September but Mayor Mark Sokolich is not holding any grudges. The mayor expressed a
desire to move forward from the headline-making debacle on Sept. 19, calling Fort Lee's relationship
with the bi-state agency "very strong and positive." "I just want to point out for the record that we're
grateful to the Port for reversing the decision," said Sokolich, noting that the borough did remain
puzzled by the agency's justification for the decision, how it was made and by whom. Port Authority
offered little explanation beyond a sole written statement saying it was conducting a week-long study
of traffic safety patterns that will eventually be used to determine the best traffic patterns on the
bridge.
Bayonne Bridge closed Sunday morning
Associated Press- Full Text
NJ--Bridge Closing/81 --BAYONNE, N.J. (AP)- Motorists who use the Bayonne Bridge will face
detours Sunday morning. The bridge will be closed from 7:30a.m. until10 a.m. because of a charity
run to benefit wounded veterans. Motorists in New Jersey and Staten Island will be diverted to the
Goethals Bridge. The Port Authority says the free Bayonne Bridge shuttle service will begin operation
at 10:00 a.m. in Bayonne and at 10:15 a.m. in Staten Island.
Aviation
Bayside Eyes FAA Advisory Committee
Times Ledger
Bayside-based Queens Quiet Skies has an independent advisory committee on its radar as the
group's activists continue to speak up about airplane noise over northeast Queens. A private,
nonprofit known as the Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics established the NextGen
Advisory Committee in September 2010 to provide recommendations to the Federal Aviation
Administration related to its pending changes in flight procedures. The 28-member group was made
up mostly of FAA employees, labor union representatives, airport operators and others from
the airline industry.
PAPD
Officials: Subcompact Machine Pistol Found Inside Office At JFK Airport
NY1 -Full Text I Video
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Officials say a machine gun was found Thursday inside an office at John F. Kennedy International
Airport. Officials say a MAC-11 subcompact machine pistol similar to the one seen above was locked
inside a closet at Terminal 1. Port Authority police say a contractor was running cable in the ceiling
when he discovered the case with the weapon. Authorities say it wasn't loaded and there was no
ammunition in the case. There's no word as to who it belongs to or whether it's operational. The office
was in a secure area, away from the other terminals.
Workers Discover Gun Inside Ceiling Panel At JFK Airport
CBS
There were tense moments at JFK Airport on Thursday when workers found a gun in the ceiling panel
of a maintenance closet.
The area that the gun was discovered in was not past the security screening area. There was no
word on how the gun got there, CBS 2 reported.
MAC-11 Subcompact Machine Pistol Found at NY's JFK
Associated Press- Full Text
AP-NY--Machine Pistol Found-JFK/128 -- NEW YORK (AP) -Authorities say a subcompact machine
pistol in a case has been discovered inside a storage closet in a locked management office at
Kennedy International Airport. A spokesman for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
police said Thursday a contractor running cable through a ceiling in the office made the discovery at
about 10:10 a.m. Spokesman Joe Pentangelo said only a controlled group of people have access to
the office, which is located in Terminal1, outside the secure area. It was not immediately clear if the
office was publicly accessible. Pentangelo says the MAC 11 machine pistol wasn't loaded and no
ammunition was found. He said investigators are determining whether the pistol is even operable.
The investigation is ongoing.
Reward raised for woman wanted in 1981 incident
Associated Press- Full Text
AP-NJ--Fugitive Reward/111 --NEW YORK, N.J. (AP)- Officials are offering a reward of up to
$50,000 for a woman suspected of partially blinding a Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
police officer in 1981. Authorities say Donna Borup has ties to New Jersey and Pennsylvania. At one
time, she worked in the graphic design and silk-screening industry. Officials say Borup is suspected
of throwing a caustic substance in the eyes of Port Authority Police Officer Evan Goodstein during an
anti-apartheid protest at John F. Kennedy International Airport in 1981. She failed to appear for her
trial. Anyone with information about her whereabouts is asked to contact the FBI.
Port Authority Police Arrest Bayonne Man Caught With Stolen Bike, Police Say
Jersey Journal- Full Text
A Bayonne man was charged with theft after he was caught with a stolen bike by Port Authority Police
Officers in Journal Square, police said. Anthony Severino, 38, of Bayonne was charged with theft by
unlawful taking and was arrested without incident, police said. Around 8:30 p.m. Tuesday, officers
saw Severino walking with a Trek mountain bike, worth $350, police said. The theft was originally
witnessed by a PATH employee who alerted police about the stolen bike, police said. Severino was
processed and taken to the Hudson County jail, police said.
Video Clips
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Tuesday, October01, 20131:12 PM
Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Ted Mann-- Wall Street Journal inquiry

Bill, David:
Ted is working on a story for tomorrow's paper following on the GWB toll plaza closing issue and I'm seeking guidance
on how to respond. Ted is questioning our prior statement on this issue that said the toll lanes were closed because of
a test when he has a copy of an e-mail that Pat sent at 7:44a.m. on September 13 to all PA leadership and Fort Lee
elected officials that says otherwise.
Please let me know how you would like me to handle.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Foye, Patrick
Tuesday, October 01, 2013 2:03 PM
Coleman, Steve; Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Ted Mann-- Wall Street Journal inquiry

Steve was below ground till now
1 I defer to Bill on this but
2 I did not send email to Fort Lee electeds.

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 01:11PM
To: Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Cc: Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Ted Mann -- Wall Street Journal inquiry

Bill, David:
Ted is working on a story for tomorrow's paper following on the GWB toll plaza closing issue and I'm seeking guidance
on how to respond. Ted is questioning our prior statement on this issue that said the toll lanes were closed because of
a test when he has a copy of an e-mail that Pat sent at 7:44a.m. on September 13 to all PA leadership and Fort Lee
elected officials that says otherwise.
Please let me know how you would like me to handle.
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From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Marsico, Ron
Tuesday, October 01,2013 6:14PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.Vlasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/1/13

Sean Gardiner of the Wall Street Journal, Samantha Henry of the Associated Press and Andrew George of NJ Biz
all called to see what, if any, impacts were being felt at Port Authority airports in the early hours of the federal
government shutdown. We let reporters know the airports were operational and that we were not seeing any
early impacts.
Caroline Chen of Bloomberg News is working on a story about a contention by the Port of Baltimore that they
are now the No.1 port on the East Coast for automobiles. We issued a statement disputing that fact based on
2012 data that shows we are still the No. 1 port for vehicles.
Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal is working on a story following up on issues surrounding the closing of GWB
toll booths used by Fort Lee residents two weeks ago. We did not respond.
Jessica DiNapoli of the Times Herald-Record (Middletown, N.Y.) called seeking information about how to access
monthly cargo figures for Stewart International Airport on the Port Authority's website. We helped the reporter
navigate the site.
Peter Genovese of The Star-Ledger inquired about the upcoming "Fun Day" at Newark Liberty International
Airport. We did not respond.
Joe Dolman of Newsday called regarding the possible PATH rail extension to Newark Liberty International
Airport. We did not respond.
Natasha Velez of the NY Post called about a motor vehicle accident on the GWB that closed the upper level for
15 minutes. We provided basic details.
Phil Messing of the NY Post called about a DWI arrest yesterday at the Holland Tunnel by PAPD. We provided
basic details.
Richard Beckmann of the Queens Ledger sought information on the types of rent charged for cargo facilities at
JFK Airport. We told the reporter it varies for different types of facilities, based on the age of the space,
capabilities and other factors.
Several media outlets called early this morning about containers that tested positive for an explosive near a gate
at Newark Liberty International Airport. We let the reporters know the containers were soon cleared after
turning out to be cleaning supplies.
Seth Augenstein ofThe Star-Ledger posted a story about last night's fatal accident at the Maher Terminal at the
port. We provided basic information on the incident. Overnight, Jay Vale Ia of News12 New Jersey called about
the same incident and we provided basic information.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Wednesday, October 02, 2013 7:32AM
Morning Clips 10.2.13

AVIATION
Shutdown punishing federal workforce and tourists in New York (Audio)
Vasily Sushko
Voice of Russia- Full Text
For an average New Yorker it may be difficult to notice any changes throughout the city on the first
day of the government shutdown. Traffic guards are still directing traffic, fire trucks are still responding
to calls, even a run-off election is taking place for the position of public advocate. But ask a tourist or
one of the 50,000 federal employees that are in New York City, and you will hear a whole other story.
Paul Sacker is an environmental engineer for the Environmental Protection Agency, whose job it is to
inspect underground liquid storage containers. He says he can't go to work today and that he is
worried not only for himself, but for his coworkers as well. "We live paycheck to paycheck. Without the
guarantee of a paycheck every few weeks it could be an economic disaster. We have employees who
are single mothers, we have employees whose spouses are out of work because of the economic
crises and all these people are going to be hurting even more."- Paul Sacker, environmental
engineer for the Environmental Protection Agency Sacker went on to say that the government
shutdown wouldn't only take money out of the pockets of federal employees, but of the generalpublic
as well. "If we are not inspecting gas stations for potential leaks, the operators there could feelthey
could get away with not doing all the practices they are supposed to do on a daily basis, they feel
there's no one watching the hen house."- Paul Sacker, environmental engineer for the
Environmental Protection Agency. Many of the federal employees in New York City also consist of
aviation professionals, ranging from air traffic controllers to airport security. Ron Marsico, a media
relations officer for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, the agency that oversees all of
New York City's airports, said the airports haven't been affected, but the agency is monitoring the
situation. "We are not seeing any impact yet, but it's only one o'clock on the first day. So, we are
monitoring the situation and our understanding is that safety is not going to be compromised."- Ron
Marsico, a media relations officer for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. However, calls
to federal agencies like the Transportation Security Agency went unanswered due to the shutdown.
Tourism in New York City has been affected as well, with popular attractions like Ellis Island and the
Statute of Liberty closed due to the government shutdown. The Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island
Foundation,which helps in renovating the two landmarks, will need to suspend any work that it has
currently been doing on the property. Peg Zitco, the Senior Vice President of the foundation, said that
while the delays are unfortunate, the real pity lies with the visitors who may never be back to New
York to visit. "I expect there are a lot of tourists in town who will not be able to visit the island. It's
disappointing that the government can't work it out, and that the island has to close. We are
disappointed because it puts our work on hold and it doesn't allow us to serve the visitors the way we
would like to."- Peg Zitco, the Senior Vice President of the Statue of Liberty Ellis Island Foundation
Brian Wilde, a tourist from Great Britain, managed to visit the Statue of Liberty on Monday, the day
before the government shut down. He agrees that it is unfortunate for those who can't travel there
today. "Yeah, the thing is really closed down. I suppose it is a problem for those who come especially
to see it. You know, it's a special day, a special occasion, and it is the one that essentially should be
available to everyone. People only come here maybe once in a lifetime."
1
PA - DW - 000085

Federal government shutdown closes N.J. parks, slows courts, cancels plans
Seth Augensteinffhe Star-Ledger
NJ.Com

The ferries normally land at Ellis Island all day, dropping boatloads of sightseers at the feet of the
Statue of Liberty. But today they're just circling around the now-shuttered park, owing to the first
federal government shutdown in almost two decades. "We're just back to what we did during Sandy,"
said Rafael Abreu, a spokesman for the private Statue Cruises line. "Unfortunately, we're familiar with
operating without access to the Island or the Statue." Across New Jersey and the rest of the nation,
some operations are continuing. Mail is being delivered, and Social Security and Medicare checks are
still being sent. Veterans Health Administration hospitals and medical centers are still receiving
patients. At Newark Liberty Airport, federal security screeners continued to pat down shoeless
passengers and rummage through their carry-on bags.
JetBiue introduces luxury class seating
Fox News

All are passengers are no longer equal at JetBiue, a company that has long billed itself as a one size
fits all airline. The company just announced it will offer a new premium business class, which it has
titled "Mint." The Mint cabins will feature lie-flat seats, custom Birchbox grooming kits, complimentary
cocktails, a personalized "tapas-style" menu and fresh cappuccinos made from the first espresso
machine built to be used in flight. JetBiue's first flight featuring Mint seats will depart from New York's
JFK Airport to Los Angeles International on June 15, 2014. Following the introduction of Mint, the
company plans to offer seven daily Mint service flights between JFK and LAX starting in summer
2014. JetBiue plans to add another Mint route between New York's Kennedy Airport and San
Francisco International Airport starting in fall 2014.
TB&T
Port Chief Fumed Over Bridge Jam
Patrick Foye Fired Off an Email Message After Learning of Lane Closures
Ted Mann
Wall Street Journal- Full Text

The abrupt closure of local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge last month triggered a
pointed private response from the executive director of the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, who said the move likely broke state and federal laws and could have caused deaths
because of snarled traffic. The executive director, Patrick Foye, fired off an email message early on
the morning of Sept. 13, after he learned of the lane closures and subsequent traffic backups in Fort
Lee, N.J., from a daily internal list of pending media inquiries. Mr. Faye's blistering email, which was
sent to top executives of the authority and was reviewed by The Wall Street Journal, denounced the
closures as "abusive" and pledged to investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the
public interest damaged to say nothing of the credibility of this agency." "I pray that no life has been
lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient delayed," Mr. Foye wrote, a reference to
ambulances caught in traffic. The closure of the lanes was seen by some in Fort Lee and Bergen
County as retribution from surrogates of Republican Gov. Chris Christie-who shares control of the
authority and its bridges with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo-at Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich, a
Democrat who hasn't endorsed Mr. Christie for re-election. Mr. Christie's campaign has denied the
suggestion, and called the notion "crazy." The governor's appointees at the authority have said that
the lanes were closed to conduct a traffic study, though they have declined to provide any supporting
materials or findings. Mr. Christie's spokesman referred questions to the Port Authority, where a
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spokesman declined to comment. Mr. Faye, an appointee of Mr. Cuomo, wrote that the lane closures
were made without informing numerous interested parties, including himself, local and Port Authority
police, Mr. Sokolich, and commuters. His email also throws into question the Port Authority's prior
explanation for the shutdown: that the lanes were closed so the authority could perform the traffic
study. In the email, Mr. Faye listed the divisions within the authority that weren't consulted before the
traffic pattern was changed, including the police department, and the Traffic and Engineering
division.The authority's public response has described the lane closures as part of "a week of study at
the George Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns." People familiar with the matter disputed
that. "There was no study," one of them said. Mr. Faye's email was sent to Robert Durando, the
general manager of the bridge for more than a decade, and Cedrick Fulton, director of the Tunnels,
Bridges and Terminals Department and Mr. Durando's boss. Copied on the message were the
highest level leadership of the authority, including Mr. Christie's two top appointees, Chairman David
Samson and Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni. Mr. Durando referred inquiries to the authority's
press office. Requests to speak to top port executives weren't answered Tuesday. The lane closures
winnowed the approach routes from Fort Lee to the bridge to one from three, and triggered massive
congestion in Fort Lee for four straight weekdays, officials said. The lanes were reopened within
minutes of Mr. Faye's email on Sept. 13. Some Bergen County Democrats were livid over the sudden
closures. Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, a Democrat who represents the county, wrote to
authority Commissioner William Schuber to express her dismay last month, saying she was at a "loss
for words" about the closure, according to a copy of the letter reviewed by The Wall Street
Journai."This whole traffic jam still remains a mystery," she said Tuesday. Mayor Sokolich said he
hasn't received answers to his request for information about why the authority ordered the closures.
Still, the mayor said he was a supporter of many of Mr. Christie's policies, and didn't believe that the
closures were intended to punish him, a theory he said had been the subject of "rumors."
PATH
PATH Train Fares Increased
Rebecca Sheehan
New Jersey Newsroom- Full Text
Not only did the government shutdown and drive people mad today, but NY/NJ commuters also had
to deal with one of their favorite annoyances- a PATH train fare hike. Effective Tuesday morning at 3
a.m., just in time for the morning commute, the PATH train jacked up all its fares, which was
approved by the Port Authority back in August of 2011 - as part of the second phase of a toll and fare
increase package. The new price of a one-way ride went up a whole quarter from $2.00 to $2.25 per
trip, according to report by the Associated Press.
PANYNJ
Slow going on plans for N.J. transportation projects
Paul Nussbaum
Inquirer
In December 2009, NJ Transit announced four major advancements in transportation for South
Jersey, with an initial cost of $13.5 million. Nearly four years later, none of the projects has moved
beyond the study phase: Planners have spent the four years and $735,000 studying how to improve
rail service on the Atlantic City Line, with nothing to show for their efforts yet. By contrast, it took only
90 days to build the Philadelphia & Atlantic City Railway in the first place, back in 1877. In 2009, NJ
Transit said it would build a $3 million bus-loading center in downtown Camden, to be completed in
mid-2012. So far, nothing. Plans for an 18-mile light-rail line between Glassboro and Camden were
3
PA - DW - 000087

delayed when Gov. Christie objected in 2010 to a no-bid $8.9 million contract from the Delaware
River Port Authority for an environmental impact study. Now, with an $8.1 million contract awarded to
the same engineering firm, the study is supposed to be done by next fall. But no operator has been
selected, and no source has been found for $1.6 billion to build the line, currently proposed to start
operating in 2019. A plan for a $46 million "bus rapid transit" route in South Jersey is in the midst of
an $839,500 environmental impact study, after a $750,000 alternative routes study.

Parachuters make jump near World Trade Center site
CNN (Updated)- Full Text

They chose to make a death-defying jump in the wee hours of the morning. About 3 a.m. Monday,
New York police said, two people dressed in black wearing protective headgear parachuted, or
possibly base-jumped, off a building or balcony in lower Manhattan. "They landed on West Street
near Goldman Sachs close to the World Trade Center site, " NYPD Deputy Commissioner John
McCarthy said.The jumpers touched down and left, apparently without a trace. No car was seen
driving away. Was it a public relations stunt or done on a dare? Something more sinister? Police are
still investigating. But even in "The city that never sleeps," there's always someone watching.A
security camera captured the parachuters and police are reviewing it for clues."lf they came out of an
aircraft, it's unknown at this time. But they were seen walking with parachutes away from the
location," Police Commissioner Ray Kelly said. "No banners, no notes were left."
Sept. 11 responder awes Park City as World Trade Center artifact arrives
Retired New York City sergeant describes the heroes and the horrors of day
Jay Hamburger
The Park Record

he scene on lower Main Street on Saturday was one of respect for the fallen. One of reflection. One
of patriotism. The crowd of Parkites, including leaders and emergency responders, gathered to
glimpse and to touch an artifact salvaged from the World Trade Center site after the Sept. 11 attacks.
The artifact, a 4.5-ton piece of concrete aggregate that was embedded seven stories below the
ground, stopped in Park City on a statewide tour before it is incorporated into a memorial park
honoring the state's fallen warriors. The park is under construction at the Fort Douglas Military
Museum at the University of Utah. A group called the Utah Fallen Warriors organized the tour.
TV CLIPS

NEWS12NJ- Trucker Killed at Maher Terminal
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Wednesday, October 02, 2013 12:33 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 10.2.13

1 killed, 4 injured when NJ Transit bus and van collide on Garden State Parkway in Saddle Brook
By Matthew McGrath and Jim Norman
The Record
One woman is dead and four are critically injured in the wake of a Tuesday night bus accident on an exit ramp of the
Garden State Parkway. A NJ Transit bus and a passenger van -carrying 23 people including the driver- collided on
the ramp of Exit 159, said Sgt. Brian Polite, a State Police spokesman. Police said they do not know who the owner of the
van is. All they know is that the van was heading to a church function in Newark. The collision killed a woman named
Velma Castro. Police did not immediately have an age or hometown for the woman .... A spokesman for NJ Transit said
the bus, on route number 163, was carrying no passengers as it was returning to the Midtown Port Authority bus terminal.
The driver of the bus was not injured, the spokesman said.
Woman killed in collision between van, NJ Transit bus on Parkway in Saddle Brook
By Myles Ma
NJ.com
One woman was killed Tuesday night in a collision involving an NJ Transit bus and a commercial passenger vehicle on
the southbound Garden State Parkway, officials said. The woman was one of more than 20 passengers traveling in the
vehicle. Four other passengers were critically injured, Sgt. Brian Polite, a State Police spokesman, said. The rest of the
passengers, as well as the driver of the NJ Transit bus, were treated for minor injuries. The 163 line bus was empty and
headed back to the Port Authority Terminal in Manhattan, William Smith, a spokesman for NJ Transit, said.
NJ TRANSIT Bus Crash Leaves 1 Dead, 4 Injured On Garden State Parkway
Van Flips Over,· Traffic Backed Up On Parkway Hours Later
CBS New York
One person died and four people were critically injured when a NJ TRANSIT bus and a church van collided on the Garden
State Parkway Tuesday night. The accident happened around 7:30p.m. at exit 159 southbound, authorities said. NJ
TRANSIT bus No. 8982 was headed back to the Port Authority Bus Terminal in Manhattan on its route, when it was
involved with a crash with a Ford Econoline passenger van, police said.
1 Killed, 4 Injured In Garden State Parkway Crash
By Dan Alexander
New Jersey 101.5- Full Text
Authorities are investigating a crash involving a New Jersey Transit bus and a van that left one woman dead and four
injured. The bus, which was carrying no passengers, and the van collided on the Garden State Parkway at Exit 159 in
Saddle Brook Tuesday. State Police Sgt. Brian Polite tells The Record newspaper the van swerved into the lane the bus
was in, struck the bus and rolled over. The van had 22 passengers; four of them are still in critical condition reports WABC
TV. The NJ Transit was heading back to the Midtown Port Authority bus terminal according to the Record. The driver was
not hurt. WABC TV identifies the victim as Velma Castro.

George Washington Bridge lane closures prompted angry email from Port Authority chief
By Myles Ma
NJ.com- Full Text
Closing local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge last month was likely illegal and may have even caused
deaths because of traffic, Patrick Faye, executive director of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, said in an
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email to authority executives reviewed by the Wall Street Journal. Foye said he, local and Port Authority Police, Fort Lee
Mayor Mark Sokolich and commuters were never notified about the closures. The Port Authority has said the move was
part of a study of traffic safety patterns at the George Washington Bridge. The lanes reopened within minutes of Foye's
email on Sept. 13. Two of the three local access lanes from Fort Lee to the bridge closed without warning that day. The
resulting backup clogged local lanes and delayed buses on the first day of school, Fort Lee officials said.
PORTS
Corps of Engineers highlights importance of work at New York/New Jersey
Dredging News Online
The US Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, is continuing work
to improve the main shipping channels in the port by deepening them to a depth of 50ft, allowing more efficient access to
the world's largest oceangoing ships. Deepening the Arthur Kill Channel approaching the New York Container Terminal is
now underway in the waters off of Elizabeth, NJ and Staten Island to allow large ships to safely transit the shipping
channel and a critical component in providing safe navigation access to the port.
AVIATION
Federal Shutdown Reaches Deep Into Region
Tourist Attractions Closed, Government Workers Furloughed
By Sean Gardiner and Sarah Armaghan
The Wall Street Journal
The federal government's partial shutdown rippled across the region Tuesday, closing top New York City tourist
attractions, furloughing thousands of public workers and even prompting the removal of poison-ivy-eating goats from a
national-historic site. In Battery Park on Tuesday, a sign informs visitors that the Statue of Liberty is closed due to the
shutdown. Rod Rioja, 35 years old, of Washington, D.C., had made his way to the tip of Manhattan with his girlfriend and
her mother to visit the Statue of Liberty, only to learn it was closed. "This was supposed to be the main attraction of our
trip; we postponed it from yesterday and went to Central Park instead," he said. "Hopefully we'll come back once the
government opens back up. It kind of ruined our trip." Many services deemed essential-such as mail delivery-went on
as usual. The shutdown also didn't affect air travel, said Ron Marsico, a spokesman for the Port Authority, which oversees
the city's airports.
New email scam purports to be from the FBI
Mid-Hudson News- Full Text
Chances are we have all received emails purporting to be from an individual overseas stating he would like to funnel
millions of dollars through us and in return, we would receive a large fee. Some of those emails say they are from foreign
governments, banks or wealthy individuals. The latest scam is now purporting to come from the FBI, with a "special agent"
saying $4.1 million has been received from overseas at JFK Airport and that it was meant for you. The FBI's Goshen
office advises that if you receive such an email, do not open it; just delete it as it may contain a virus that could corrupt
your computer. If you do receive such an email, they say you should run malware and anti-virus protection programs to
ensure that your computer has not been compromised.
Infrared De-icing Speeds Process and Reduces Cost
By Kim Rosenlof
Aviation International News
Aircraft departing from two U.S. airports have a quicker and more environmentally friendly option for de-icing than
traditional glycol. At New York John F. Kennedy (JFK) International Airport and Wisconsin's Rhinelander-Oneida County
Airport (RHI), departing aircraft that require de-icing can roll into an open-ended hangar where targeted infrared (IR)
waves remove frost, snow and ice with a minimum of glycol usage, increasing aircraft throughput and decreasing de-icing
time and cost. While these systems are not new, growing environmental concerns and airline cost-cutting measures could
prompt new interest in IR de-icing technology.
PANYNJ
Michael Reilly, Retired NYPD Lieutenant and Impressively Coherent Write-In Candidate for Mayor, Talks About
the Job
By Graham Rayman
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The Village Voice
As the November 5 general election approaches, the major candidates are doing their usual two-step. Among the other
lesser-known candidates, there is the write-in campaign for mayor of Mike Reilly, a retired NYPD lieutenant and member
of Staten Island's school board. We write about Reilly, a 40-year-old married father of three, because he's kind of a
sensible voice of the outer-borough middle class--a group that the major candidates claim to champion, but often
disappoint. ... Reilly is also a proponent of stopping the constant transfers of police officers out of their home precincts to
do security in high-tourist areas like Times Square and lower Manhattan. "I would move 400 police officers back into patrol
precincts from the World Trade Center command. Right now they have 600 assigned down there. We can use retired
Police officers as patrolmen down there. They can be paid as Port Authority contractors. That would add manpower to the
precincts and reduce response times."
Port Authority Donates Three SUVs to Belleville Police
Vehicles will replace Belleville police SUVs.
By Adam Bulger
Belleville Patch
Belleville received three donated SUVs from the NY/NJ Port Authority that will be used to replace vehicles in the aging
Police SUV fleet this week. Belleville Township Manager Kevin Esposito said the donated vehicles include a 2001
Chevrolet Suburban, 2006 Ford Explorer, and 2005 Ford Escape. "Although the donated vehicles are not new, they are in
great shape and are replacing SUVs that are nearly 20 years old which carry a significant maintenance burden," Esposito
said in an email. "Not only have we upgraded vehicles in the fleet, but the Township will save money on vehicle upkeep
and repair."
TV CLIPS
•

News 12 New Jersey/NJ transit bus crash
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Danielides, Philippe
Wednesday, October 02, 2013 1:11 PM
Wildstein, David
RE:

No rush. Chairman is in today, we've got a 2pm briefing on SWF and then he's off to WTC for a tour.
Did you see WSJ article today about ED's memo re GWB lane closure? The memo is strikingly over-the-top, no doubt he
wrote it with the expectation that it would reach the public eye.
-----Original Message----From: Wildstein, David
Sent: Wednesday, October 02, 2013 11:16 AM
To: Danielides, Philippe
Subject:
At OEM storm briefing, will call you around 1.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Wednesday, October 02,2013 1:13PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
· Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Daily News inquiry

Daily News columnist Bill Hammond called to follow up on today's Wall Street Journal story on the GWB toll booth
issue. I will not respond to him unless instructed otherwise.

1
PA - DW - 000093

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•
•
•

Marsico, Ron
Wednesday, October 02, 2013 6:01 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/2/13

Bill Hammond of the Daily News, Steve Strunsky of The Star-Ledger, Abbott Koloff of the Bergen Record and
Brenda Flanagan of NJTV are following today's Wall Street Journal story on issues surrounding the closing of
GWB toll booths used by Fort Lee residents two weeks ago. We did not respond.
The Staten Island Advance is working on a story about the upcoming Port Authority toll hike scheduled to take
effect on December 1, 2013. We are gathering information to answer the reporter's questions.
Nick Divito of Time Out New York called with questions regarding the TWA Flight Center at JFK Airport.
Response pending.
Josh Margolin of ABC News requested an interview with CSO Joe Dunne for a story on road rage based on a
highly publicized weekend incident on the Henry Hudson Parkway. We denied the request.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Thursday, October 03, 2013 7:47AM
Morning Clips 10.3.13

TB&T

Christie says he inherited 'the most business-unfriendly' government in America
Ryan Hutchins, The Star-Ledger
NJ.com
Gov. Chris Christie told business leaders this evening that he inherited a bloated state government
that was "the most business-unfriendly in America," but he said he's made great progress in turning it
around. "We should not have been left with a $13 billion mess in the budget," Christie said at an
awards dinner held by the Alliance for Action, a business coalition. "We should not have inherited a
state that overregulated business to the point that they were leaving. We should not have inherited a
state that raised taxes and fees on its citizens and businesses 115 times in eight years at the state
level." The Republican, who faces state Sen. Barbara Buono (D-Middlesex) in a gubernatorial
election next month, said he had implemented his vision for what New Jersey industries need to be
successful in the future: Smaller government, less regulations, more tax breaks, an overhauled higher
education system and investments in infrastructure. Christie, speaking in the ballroom of the Hyatt
Regency, boasted that he was the only governor to succeed at merging Rutgers University and the
University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. He said needed work was beginning on the
Pulaski Skyway, which he said requires a prayer to drive over, and to raise the Bayonne Bridge,
which would not be able to fit new super-sized cargo ships under it otherwise. And he bragged that
there are 25,000 fewer public sector jobs and 5,200 fewer state jobs than there were when he took
office in 2010. He said his state budget for this fiscal year provides $540 million in business tax cuts
and that he had fought off those who wanted to raise taxes over the years.

Lawmakers and Port Authority's own chief demand explanation of GWB ramp closings
Steve Strunsky, The Star-Ledger
NJ.com
New Jersey lawmakers want the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to explain why it
abruptly closed two of three local access lanes onto the George Washington Bridge last month,
clogging the already congested streets of Fort Lee for several days. Following the Port Authority's
failure to elaborate on a terse statement issued last month that the week-long closure starting Sept. 9
involved a study of "traffic safety patterns" some suspect the closures and ensuing traffic jams were
retribution against Fort Lee's Democratic mayor for failing to endorse Gov. Chris Christie for reelection. Agency spokespeople ignored repeated requests for comment yesterday. Assemblyman
John Wisniewski, a longtime critic of the Port Authority who chairs the Assembly Transportation,
Public Works and Independent Authorities Committee, said he will convene a hearing next month to
probe the lane closures and financial issues surrounding a record toll hike the Port Authority imposed
at the George Washington and other bi-state bridges and tunnels in 2011. "I think the old adage that,
'If it walks like a duck and sounds like a duck,' applies here,'' Wisniewski said of the lane closures,
viewing them as yet another example of an agency that is "out of control" and in need of oversight
and transparency. "The reason why I think that there's an inference that needs to be addressed is
that the Port Authority executive director, usually a man of the most mild demeanor, was angered by
the exercise of power by people allegedly under his control." Wisniewski was referring to a report in
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the Wall Street Journal today that quoted from emails it said were sent by Executive Director Patrick
Faye to the bridge's manager and his boss, and copied to Christie's two top appointees at the
agency. In his email, according to the report, Faye condemns the closures as "abusive," a threat to
public safety, and possibly illegal, after they were done without the involvement of the Port Authority
police or its engineering department. Faye, who was appointed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo of New York
following the toll hike, did not mention politics or any other motivation for the closures. But the Journal
report quoted him in the email as pledging to investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted
and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the credibility of this agency."
Port Authority chiefs email demands answers to closing of lanes leading to George
Washington Bridge
Abbott Koloff
The Record
The head of the Port Authority said in a scathing email made public Wednesday that closing two
lanes leading to the George Washington Bridge for four days last month, which created massive
traffic jams, may have violated federal laws, and he wants to know why it was done. Patrick Faye, the
executive director of the Post Authority, ordered the reopening of the lanes in the email, which was
sent to agency executives Sept. 13 and made public Wednesday by The Wall Street Journal. He
wrote that he had been unaware of the decision to close the lanes until he received inquiries about it
from the media. The Record questioned officials at the bi-state agency about the lane closures on
Sept. 12 for a story that was published the following day. In response, the agency said in a statement
that two of three lanes were closed as part of a study of "traffic safety patterns ... to ensure proper
placement of toll lanes." Local public officials dismissed that explanation, saying they would have
been notified of such a study. The lanes were reopened following rush hour on Sept. 13, but no
details about the purpose of the study has been given. Local officials say they never have been given
a satisfactory explanation for the closure, which began on Sept. 9.
AVIATION
Southwest fires captain who made hard landing at LaGuardia Airport
Kristina Sgueglia and Mike M. Ahlers
CNN- Full Text
The captain of a Southwest Airlines flight that made a hard landing at LaGuardia Airport in New York
in July has been fired, a spokeswoman for the airline said Wednesday. The Boeing 737-700 aircraft
landed nose wheels first, causing the nose gear to collapse. About 10 passengers were injured. The
captain -- who had flown with the airline for 13 years -- had taken control of the plane from his co-pilot
when the aircraft was below 400 feet, a critical phase of flight in which experts say control is rarely
changed between pilots. The first officer will undergo additional training, Southwest spokeswoman
Michelle Agnew said. Neither pilot was identified by name. The Southwest Airlines Pilots' Association
said Wednesday that it was disappointed by the decision and would ensure that the fired pilot
receives the right to due process. The union said it was involved in the ongoing federal investigation
over the probable cause of the incident. "It is yet to be completed," the union said in a statement.
"The purpose of such an investigation is not to assign blame but ensure the prevention of a
recurrence. Similar to Southwest Airlines, we will not discuss specifics regarding active employee
relations events and active investigations. "All Southwest Airlines pilots demonstrate their
qualifications in periodic recurrent training and take pride in our rule to operate our aircraft safely on
over 3,400 flights per day."
Southwest fires captain from nose-first landing in NYC
2
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Ben Mutzabaugh
USA TODAY
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain of a flight that endured a nose-first landing at New York's
LaGuardia Airport July 22, according to multiple reports Wednesday evening. In the incident,
Southwest Flight 345 landed on its nose-gear first-- causing the nose gear to collapse on landing.
Nine passengers received minor injuries in the landing, according to Bloomberg News and Reuters.
Southwest spokeswoman Whitney Eichinger tells The Associated Press the company fired the
captain last week after it finished its review of the incident. The captain had flown for Southwest for 13
years, according to CNN. "Upon completion of our internal review of the Flight 345 accident, last
week the captain was terminated and the first officer is being required to undergo additional training,"
Eichinger says in a statement to Reuters.
Southwest Fires Captain Over LaGuardia Nose-First Landing
Mary Schlangenstein
Bloomberg News
Southwest Airlines Co. (LUV) said it fired the captain who was at the controls of a plane that landed
nose first at New York's LaGuardia Airport in July, injuring nine people and snarling air traffic for
hours. The action came as Dallas-based Southwest completed its probe of the accident, Linda
Rutherford, an airline spokeswoman, said today by e-mail, without giving details. Southwest ordered
the first officer to undergo more training, Rutherford said.
Southwest Airlines fires captain involved in rough NYC landing (Video)
Daniel Arkin
NBC News
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain who piloted the Boeing 737 jet that landed so hard at New
York City's LaGuardia Airport in July that the airplane's nose gear collapsed, injuring more than a
dozen people and jamming air traffic for hours. "Upon completion of our internal review of the Flight
345 accident, last week the captain was terminated and the first officer is being required to undergo
additional training," the airline said in a statement Wednesday. The airline said that it continues to
cooperate the National Transportation Safety Board in its ongoing probe of the July 22 incident, which
injured 16 people.
Southwest Airlines fires pilot after nose-first landing at LaGuardia
Nicholas Spangler
Newsday
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain who was at the controls of a plane that landed nose-first at
LaGuardia Airport in July, injuring nine people and snarling air traffic for hours. The captain, a
Southwest pilot for 13 years whom airline officials did not identify, took control from the lessexperienced first officer just before the crash, when the plane was 400 feet above the ground.
Southwest also ordered the first officer, who had been with the airline for about 18 months, to
undergo more training, spokeswoman Michelle Agnew said in an email Wednesday.
Southwest Airlines fires captain in LaGuardia nose gear collapse (Video)
WPIX11
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain involved in a scary landing at LaGuardia Airport in July, when
the plane's nose gear collapsed. The decision comes after the company's full review of the incident,
3
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which injured 16, a spokeswoman said Wednesday. The National Transportation Safety Board
reviewed multiple videos along with a two-hour voice recording from the cockpit that captured the
entire flight from Nashville to New York. The investigation revealed that the plane landed nose-gear
first after the captain abruptly took control of the plane from the first officer, just 400 feet from the
tarmac. Eleven people, including five crew members, were injured when the front landing gear
buckled, sending the Boeing 737-700 skidding 2,175 across the runway and onto a patch of grass.
The company has not identified the captain or the first officer, who will have to undergo additional
training.
Captain Of Plane In July LaGuardia Hard Landing Fired By Airline (Video)
NY1 -Full Text
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain of the plane that landed hard at LaGuardia Airport in July,
injuring a number of passengers. The airline said it made the decision after completing an internal
investigation of the incident. During the flight, the National Transportation Safety Board said that the
captain took control from the first officer just 400 feet from the ground. The plane landed nose-first,
and the front landing gear collapsed. It was only the captain's second time landing at the airport, and
his first time flying with the co-pilot. No mechanical problems were found with the plane. The airline
said that the first officer is also being required to undergo additional training.
Southwest fires captain who landed plane on its nose gear at LaGuardia, injuring 16
Associated Press
Washington Post
Southwest Airlines has fired the captain of a plane that landed so hard at New York's LaGuardia
airport that its nose gear collapsed. Southwest spokeswoman Whitney Eichinger says the airline
terminated the captain last week after the airline finished its review of the July incident, in which 16
people were hurt. She says additional training is required for the first officer. The National
Transportation Board said the captain suddenly took over from the first officer 400 feet from the
ground as the plane approached LaGuardia. The Boeing 737 landed on its nose gear, which
collapsed. The plane then skidded to a stop in the grass near the runway.

Deadline arrives for 9/11 victim fund (Video)
Cara Matthews, The (Westchester County, N.Y.) Journal News
USA Today
John Leonard, a former fire lieutenant at 60 Engine Company in the Bronx, considers himself lucky he
doesn't suffer from cancer after working at the World Trade Center site on more than 50 occasions
after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. But the Nanuet, N.Y., resident hasn't escaped illness. He has
chronic and acute bronchitis, reactive airway dysfunction syndrome, small airway disease,
gastroesophageal reflux disease, rhinitis, sinusitis, severe nosebleeds and some hearing loss.
Doctors wouldn't operate on the polyps in his sinuses because they feared the bleeding would get
worse, the 56-year-old married father of three said.
Victims of World Trade Center toxic dust face deadline for registering with $2.8 billion Victims
Compensation Fund People with illnesses that are possibly linked to the toxic dust created
when the World Trade Center collapsed have until Thursday to register for the fund.
Everyone who may qualify- even those in doubt- is encouraged to join the more than
40,000 people who have already registered.
4
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Joseph Straw
New York Daily News
People who have illnesses that might be linked to the toxic dust created by the collapse of the World
Trade Center have until Thursday to register for the $2.8 billion Victims Compensation Fund. The
number of registrations has surged in the past several months as the deadline approached. Nearly
7,000 people have signed up in the last few days alone, pushing the total number of registrations to
more than 40,000, said fund administrator Sheila Birnbaum. "The volume has been staggering,"
Birnbaum said.
Injured by 9/11? Read this
Thursday is the enrollment deadline for the federal compensation fund
New York Daily News- Full Text

If you were injured by the 9/11 attack or its aftermath or made sick by exposure to toxins at Ground
Zero, the federal government has billions set aside to help. But time is running out. It took years of
effort to create the Sept. 11 Victim Compensation Fund -and now Thursday is the deadline to
register. It is as simple as logging on to vcf.gov to start the process. (Unlike many other federal
websites, you can do this despite the government shutdown.) Signing up is easy- and lets you
retain the option to withdraw a claim at a later date. But if you miss today's cutoff, you're out of luck.
Congress provided $2.8 billion for assistance. If you are among those in need of help, step forward.
Deadline For September 11th Victim Compensation Fund Is Thursday
NY1

Thursday is the deadline to register for the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund. The VCF
provides assistance to people who were injured or became ill as a result of the September 11th
attacks in New York, Washington and Pennsylvania. Most first responders and survivors are eligible,
but you have to register first. Then, if you are deemed eligible, you can file a claim. For more
information and to register, you can go online to vcf.gov or call the helpline at 855-885-1555.
TV & RADIO CLIPS

WCBS-NY (Radio)- Lane Closures at GWB
News 12- 9/11 Federal Compensation Deadline
WPIX11 - 9/11 Federal Compensation Deadline
WPIX11 -Residential Building Aims to be Tallest Building in NYC
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Thursday, October 03,2013 12:30 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 10.3.13

AVIATION
Unruly passenger escorted off NY bound plane
By John Gregory
ABC Local- Full Text
An unruly passenger was escorted off a plane, after reportedly going on a tirade mid-air, during a flight from LAX to JFK
Thursday. It appears the man unleashed a verbal onslaught after being told by a flight attendant that they did not accept
cash. The incident occurred on a Virgin America flight. According to passengers, the man grabbed a bottle of wine from
the flight attendant two hours into the flight. Witnesses say he became agitated when he was told he could not pay with
cash. An off-duty California Highway Patrol officer happened to be on the plane and sat with the man until the plane
landed safely at JFK. Passengers say the man admitted to being drunk and also told them he smoked marijuana before
the flight. "Go buy me a bottle of Hennessey or something man, I need a drink", the man is heard saying in video footage.
He never did get that bottle of Hennessey. Once the plane landed in New York, he was escorted off by authorities without
incident. The man was interviewed by Port Authority police in New York and released without any charges being filed.
Southwest Airlines fires the pilot captain who crashed at LaGuardia by landing jet nose first, injuring nine
By Lizzie Edmonds
The Daily Mail (UK)
The captain of a jet that crash-landed nose first at New York's LaGuardia Airport in July this year has been fired, the
airline has revealed. About 150 people were aboard the Southwest Airlines Boeing 737 when the flight from Nashville,
Tennessee, skidded off the runway and came to rest on its nose. Nine passengers suffered minor injuries. The airline said
on Wednesday that the captain of the flight had been dismissed, with the first officer receiving additional training.
Southwest Airlines fires captain for rough LaGuardia landing
By Cheryl K. Chumley
The Washington Times
You're fired: That's what Southwest Airlines executives told a captain on Wednesday after finding him responsible for a
hard-enough landing at LaGuardia Airport in New York that left several injured. A spokeswoman for the airline said the
pilot had flown for the company for 13 years, The New York Post reported. But in July, he landed the Boeing 737-700 so
roughly- nose wheels first- that nose gear collapsed and 10 passengers were injured. The airline determined the
captain wrongfully took control of the craft from his co-pilot at a crucial time in flight- when the plane was flying below
400 feet. Pilot changes are rarely conducted at that level because of the risk of losing control.

Hundreds of runners take part in last jog across Bayonne Bridge until2015
By Brandon Gould
The Jersey Journal- Full Text
With the Bayonne Bridge construction set to begin next month, the BCB 4 Mile Bayonne Bridge Run & 2 Mile Walk on
Sept. 29, allowed people to make the journey across the bridge on foot for the last time until 2015. The event raised funds
for the Independence Fund as well as Hope for the Warriors- two organizations that raise money for wounded veterans -and attracted hundreds of participants. The top three men's finishers were Jose Luis Davila (23:27.2), Dylan Caban
(24:26.5) and Juan Baute (24:27). The top three women's finishers were: Leslie Cassano (26:44), Carolyn Rodgers
(29: 10.5) and Renee Condo (31 :40.40). The bridge was officially closed to pedestrian traffic on Aug. 5, and will remained
closed to walkers and joggers for the duration of the project to raise the span. The project is expected to be completed by
the fall 2015.
Port Authority Chief 'Appalled' By Decision To Close Down GWB Approach Lanes
1
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Pat Foye Seeking Answers, Says He Was Unaware Of Lane Closure
CBS New York
The head of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is seeking answers after lanes heading to the George
Washington Bridge were closed last month. Two of the three lanes approaching the GWB tolls caused gridlock over four
straight days beginning Sept. 9. The lanes were reopened following rush hour on Sept. 13. Port Authority Executive
Director Patrick Faye didn't even know about it until reporters starting asking questions, the Bergen Record reported. He
went on to say closing the lanes was an abusive decision and failing to notify the public was hasty and ill-advised. Initially,
a port authority statement claimed the lane closures were part of a traffic pattern study.

Spring Valley woman, 39, killed in N.J. church van crash was a 'leader'
By Steve Lieberman
The Journal News
A Spring Valley woman killed Tuesday night when a van from her church collided with a bus was remembered as a leader
in her church Wednesday. Velma Castro died at the scene after the van collided with an NJ Transit bus along the Exit 159
ramp of the Garden State Parkway, New Jersey State Police Sgt. Adam Grossman said. Castro, the mother of four
children who would have turned 40 this month, attended the Ministerio Bethel international Pentecostal Church branch in
Spring Valley, said the Rev. David Castillo, pastor of the Newark church .... The bus had completed its route and was not
carrying any passengers, Grossman said. The vehicle was heading back to the Port Authority Bus Terminal in Manhattan.
The bus driver suffered neck and back injuries.

Retired Port Authority police officer loses second suit against Englewood
By Rebecca Baker
The Record
A retired Port Authority police officer who was sentenced to 10 days in jail for a traffic violation lost his second lawsuit
against the city of Englewood over his conviction. Curt Kellinger of Saddle Brook sued the city, its police department and
arresting officer Lynn Gladstone, accusing them of false arrest, malicious prosecution and cruel and unusual punishment.
He also alleged the police department conducted arrests without probable cause and failed to train and supervise police
officers. U.S. District Judge William J. Martini, in a written decision last month, said Kellinger had "come nowhere close" to
proving that Englewood has a policy of cruel and unusual punishment or that Gladstone had personal involvement in his
sentencing.
PANYNJ
Embattled DOE Loan Program Re-Starts Under New Management
Peter Davidson, a former investment banker, takes the helm. "The truth is not at all what the popular perception is," he
says.
By Maria Gallucci
lnsideCiimate News
Peter Davidson walked nervously toward a U.S. Senate conference room in Washington, D.C. A lanky man with graying,
wavy hair and thick-rimmed glasses, he was still studying the notes he had prepared when he stepped inside to face a
dozen members of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources .... Davidson left the private sector in 2009
and spent two years at New York's state economic development agency. He then joined the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey as the senior advisor for energy and economic development. That job sparked his passion for clean
energy and led to his appointment at the Energy Department.

Victims of World Trade Center toxic dust face deadline for registering with $2.8 billion Victims Compensation
Fund
People with illnesses that are possibly linked to the toxic dust created when the World Trade Center collapsed have until
Thursday to register for the fund. Everyone who may qualify- even those in doubt- is encouraged to join the more than
40,000 people who have already registered.
By Joseph Straw
2
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New York Daily News
People who have illnesses that might be linked to the toxic dust created by the collapse of the World Trade Center have
until Thursday to register for the $2.8 billion Victims Compensation Fund. The number of registrations has surged in the
past several months as the deadline approached. Nearly 7,000 people have signed up in the last few days alone, pushing
the total number of registrations to more than 40,000, said fund administrator Sheila Birnbaum "The volume has been
staggering," Birnbaum said.
TV CLIPS
•

ABC Local (Los Angelesl/unruly passenger escorted off fiight
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Marsico, Ron
Thursday, October 03, 2013 6:18PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/3/13

Media Relations issued a traffic advisory to alert the public that the George Washington Bridge's lower level will
be closed during the overnight hours Saturday into Sunday this weekend to accommodate an emergency
response drill.
Sean Adams of WCBS 880 Radio is following Wednesday's Wall Street Journal story on issues surrounding the
closing of GWB toll booths used by Fort Lee residents two weeks ago. We did not respond.
We provided Staten Island Advance reporter Ken Paulsen with policy changes to PA bylaws with respect to
hearings on toll increases and confirmed details about the upcoming toll hike scheduled to take effect on
December 1.
Richard Cowan of the Bergen Record is working on a story on tonight's vote by the City Council in Pritchard,
Alabama, on the appointment of Jerry Speziale as the new police chief. The reporter asked for Mr. Speziale's PA
title and salary. Referred the reporter to the PA website, which lists the salaries and titles of all PA employees.
Media Relations proactively let Tom Tracy of The NY Daily News, Larry Celona of the NY Post, the Washington
Post, DNA Info and NY 1 News know of a PAPD arrest in Staten Island at last night at about midnight. We let
reporters know three individuals were arrested after it was determined the vehicle was stolen and a weapon
was recovered. There were no injuries.
Wanda Prizinsano of WCBS-TV called about a motor vehicle accident on the GWB approach. We provided basic
details.
Jerry Demarco of the Cliffview Pilot asked about a possible jumper on the GWB. We let the reporter know there
was no report of any attempted jump or body found.
Clodagh McGowan of NY1 called about a possible fire involving a plane at JFK Airport yesterday. We told the
reporter we had no reports of such an incident yesterday.
Cat Sandoval of Ebru News requested an interview with a Port Authority official regarding the government
shutdown's impact on the region's airport and access to LaGuardia's CTB to report on the situation. We
declined the request for an interview, but allowed the reporter clearance at the CTB for tomorrow.
WABC-TV inquired early this morning about a disturbance on a Virgin America plane between LAX and JFK
airports. We let the station know the matter was resolved without an arrest.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Public Affairs Broadcast
Thursday, October 03, 2013 6:30 PM
Evening Clips 10.03.13

AVIATION
Airport Food And Beverage Awards Highlight Best Of Airport Dining
Huffington Post
Airport food ain't what it used to be. Back in the day, grabbing a pre-flight meal meant mediocre fast food that would leave
you feeling greasy and bloated for the duration of your flight. Nowadays, healthy snacks can be found sitting alongside
chips, salads are listed next to cheeseburgers and trendy cafes accompany corporate coffee giants. The Moodie Report's
third annual Airport Food & Beverage Awards Wednesday highlighted some of the best in pre-flight dining.

3 armed men in stolen rental car arrested on Goethals Bridge: cops
The men were arrested for speeding near the Staten Island toll plaza after following a marked Port Authority police cruiser
too closely, authorities said.
By Thomas Tracy
New York Daily News
These guys apparently don't know how to keep a low profile. Three armed men in a stolen rental car were arrested on the
Goethals Bridge on Wednesday after they started following a marked Port Authority police cruiser too closely, authorities
said. Port Authority spokesman Joe Pentangelo said Ryan Kingston, 25, of Brooklyn and two unidentified companions
sped off across the span between New Jersey and Staten Island at 11:45 p.m. once the police cruiser veered into another
lane. They were pulled over near the Staten Island toll plaza for speeding.

GWB lower level to close overnight Saturday for emergency response drill
By Steve Strunsky
Star-Ledger
The lower level of the George Washington Bridge will be closed in both directions Saturday from 9 p.m. until 8 a.m. on
Sunday for a drill, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said this morning. All traffic in either direction will have
to use the upper level, the Port Authority said. The agency said it will conduct a full-scale emergency response drill,
allowing Port Authority Police and staffers, plus emergency responders from other agencies, "to test and enhance
response procedures."
Emergency Drill to Close GWB Lower Level
Public might see smoke, emergency responders during the planned exercise
By Noah Cohen
Fort Lee Patch
Officials will close the lower level of the George Washington Bridge overnight this weekend while they hold an emergency
drill involving local, state and federal law enforcement, the Port Authority said Thursday. Commuters might notice smoke
and emergency vehicles during the exercise, scheduled to run from 9 p.m. Saturday to 8 a.m. Sunday. All traffic will be
detoured onto the GWB's upper level throughout the drill. "The exercise is part of the agency's ongoing drills, which
enable the Port Authority Police Department, agency personnel and other emergency responders to test and enhance
response procedures," the agency said.
SEN. WEINBERG: "JUST RELEASE THE STUDY ALREADY"
Unusual Silence of Christie Administration Raises Concerns
By Mattnjdem
Politicker NJ
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Reports in the Wall Street Journal, Bergen County Record and Star-Ledger have raised serious concerns that last
month's closing of George Washington Bridge access lanes in Fort Lee were politically-motivated retribution by Christie
administration officials, causing New Jersey Democrats to ask why the governor's robust media operation is so
uncharacteristically non-responsive. Port Authority (PA) Executive Director Patrick Faye, who finally lifted the closures, is
an appointee of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, and reportedly believes that the "PA process was wrongfully
subverted and the public interest damaged." He condemns the closures as "abusive," a threat to public safety, and
possibly illegal, after they were done without the involvement of the PA police or its engineering department, reports say.
No one has yet provided details of the "study of traffic safety patterns" that an earlier statement from the agency alleged
was the actual cause, although "local public officials dismissed that explanation, saying they would have been notified of
such a study." Meanwhile, the numerous "no comments" coming from the administration are, at best, unusual.

Citigroup zeroeing in on new HQ site
The global bank is choosing new digs, with downtown at the World Trade Center or existing Greenwich Street spot likely
favorites. Also in the running: Hudson Yards.
By Daniel Geiger
Crain's NY
Facing an upcoming lease expiration at its Park Avenue global headquarters, Citigroup Inc. is close to making a major
decision on what it will do with the millions of square feet of office space it occupies across the metropolitan region and
where it will locate the seat of its global banking operations. The bank, which employs around 22,000 people in the city,
has contemplated what strategy it should pursue for its labyrinthine real estate portfolio for several years. But several
sources with direct knowledge of the bank's decision-making said it has boiled down its choices to three locations, and
that the bank would make a final decision in the coming months. Citi, like many large financial institutions, no longer
needs the square footage it once did. According to Crain's research, the bank has shed 5,000 employees, almost 20% of
its local workforce, since 2005. Many of its jobs have been exported to lower-cost Long Island City, Queens, where Citi
owns one building and leases another.
Though the timing for a deal is still not yet set, several sources said the bank's search has now transitioned from an openended exploration of the market to negotiations with three landlords.
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Friday, October 04, 2013 7:44AM
Morning Clips

PAPD
Speeding past cop on a Staten Island bridge leads to Brooklyn felon's arrest on gun and cartheft charges
Frank Donnelly
Staten Island Advance- Full Text
A Brooklyn felon's heavy foot wound up getting him busted on gun and car-theft charges, said
authorities.
Ryan Kingston, 25, of Flatlands Avenue, was arrested Wednesday about 11 :45 p.m. at the Goethals
Bridge toll plaza, said Joe Pentangelo, a Port Authority spokesman. Pentangelo said Port Authority
Police Officer Rudy Fernandez saw a 2013 Dodge Charger following his marked patrol vehicle too
closely as they traversed the bridge from New Jersey onto Staten Island. The officer switched lanes
and the Charger sped past, leading Fernandez to pull it over, said Pentangelo. A check revealed the
auto, registered to Budget car rental at Baltimore/Washington International Airport, had been reported
stolen on Sept. 26, said the spokesman. Officers found a .45-caliber handgun beneath the driver's
seat, Pentangelo said. Kingston had a .45-caliber magazine with six live rounds in his pants pocket,
along with a loose bullet, the spokesman said. Kingston was charged with felony counts of criminal
weapon possession and grand larceny, said Pentangelo. Two other occupants in the vehicle, Winston
Kaye, 23, and Gary Sundar, 25, both of East 99th Street, Brooklyn, were charged with felony grand
larceny, said a law enforcement source. They are also accused of misdemeanor weapon possession.
Online state court records show Kingston pleaded guilty in Suffolk County in June 2011 to a felony
count of attempted criminal weapon possession. He was later sentenced to a year in jail. Those
records also reveal Kingston has a petit-larceny charge pending in Nassau County stemming from a
March 28 arrest.
Prichard Names Jerry Speziale as the New Police Chief
WPM I
The City of Prichard has named Jerry Speziale the new police chief. The announcement was made
after a 4-1 vote at the city council meeting Thursday night. Ossia Edwards was the dissenting vote.
Officials named Speziale as a candidate earlier this week. He is currently working as Deputy
Superintendent of the Port Authority of New York, New Jersey.

TB&T

The Record: Answers from the Port
The Record
Among the scandals plaguing the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, traffic patterns in Fort
Lee would seem to rank pretty low. After all, there's the revelation of the $10 sale of the World Trade
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Center name and a federal government report that found the agency shoved through a series of toll
hikes without giving the public proper notice. But fooling around with lane closures leading to the
George Washington Bridge is actually quite serious. The point was driven home by the bi-state
agency's own executive director, Patrick Foye, in a blistering email he is reported to have sent to
agency staff. Foye said whittling down the approach to the bridge from three lanes to one, which the
authority did for four harrowing days last month, could have caused ambulances to be stuck in the
intense traffic jams. That would have endangered lives. It also undoubtedly had "an adverse affect on
economic activity" in both states and was "an abusive decision, which violates everything this agency
stands for." It may have violated federal laws. These are harsh words, and extremely appropriate.
Nearly three weeks after the fiasco that caused extensive delays and snarled Fort Lee streets for
hours, the Port Authority has not come clean about why it decided to noodle around with traffic
patterns and not warn local officials beforehand. Foye sent his stern message on Sept. 13, the fifth
day of the purported traffic study, after learning about the closures from media inquiries. The lanes
were reopened just hours later. We find the entire episode baffling. Why create a major disruption for
thousands of people without first alerting local police and government officials? Why refuse to provide
any subsequent details about a traffic study no one saw the need for in the first place? Why, after the
public anger, the local confusion and the revelation of Foye's angry email, would the agency decline
to comment this week on the email? "Transparency" has become the buzzword du jour in government
circles, and well it should. Departments and commissions funded by taxpayers should operate
openly, with an eye toward public scrutiny. So, too, should an agency paid for in large part by
motorists, who fork over an increasingly hefty sum to cross the river. But the Port Authority has a
history of behaving as if it were beholden to no one, and even while those at the very top appear to
want to change the culture of silence, those lower down don't seem to feel the same need. The
George Washington Bridge fiasco affected not just commuters, but residents for miles around. It was
a dangerous, secretive undertaking that won't go away just because the Port Authority doesn't want
to talk about it. If the lane and toll closures were a mistake, admit it. If they were done for another
reason, explain it.
Lower level of GWB to close for drill
Associated Press
Seattle Post lntelligencer- Full Text

The lower level of the George Washington Bridge will be closed because police will be conducting a
full-scale emergency drill over the weekend. Motorists must use the upper level between 9 p.m.
Saturday until 8 a.m. Sunday. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey says people may
notice smoke and see emergency vehicles during the drill.
AVIATION
Building waiver to allow growth of Tucson aircraft-repair firm
David Wichner
Arizona Daily Star

An aircraft maintenance operation at Tucson International Airport will be able to expand with a new
fabric-roofed hangar under a deal approved by the airport's Board of Directors. During a special
meeting on Thursday, the Tucson Airport Authority board unanimously approved a partial waiver to
tenant building standards that will allow Ascent Aviation Services Corp. to build the fabric-topped
hangar as part of a long-term lease that will allow the commercial aircraft repair station to expand at
TIA. Ascent has said it plans to hire 130 or more workers as part of an expansion of its narrow-bodyjet maintenance operations, which now employ about 150 people. In August, the TAA board
authorized its management staff to finalize a 12-year lease extension with three five-year options for
2
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Ascent's site at 6901 S. Park Ave. Two weeks ago, the board approved a resolution proposing a
waiver to the airport's tenant-improvement standards to allow for construction of what would be the
first fabric-topped hangar at TIA. The partial waiver the board approved Thursday is contingent on
Ascent paying into a special reserve fund to pay for future replacement of the fabric roof.T AA board
Chairman Lisa Israel said the authority wants to finalize the lease as soon as possible but needs to
protect the airport from future costs. The board authorized staff to negotiate the total amount and
incremental funding of the replacement reserve fund, based on further data from the manufacturer
and any possible warranty recoveries. According to airport officials, replacement of the roof could cost
upward of $300,000 to $400,000, based on initial estimates from the builder and inflation. The
company that would build the proposed $3 million, 45,000-square-foot hangar, Maine-based Rubb
Inc., says it has installed similar part-fabric structures without durability issues at a number of airports.
Those include Boston's Logan International Airport; New York's John F. Kennedy International
Airport; and airports in Newark, N.J., Orlando, Fla., and Honolulu.
EXCLUSIVE: JetBiue CEO Barger Sees More Airlines Headed Worcester's Way
Steven Jones-D'Agostino
GoLocaiWorcester
Dave Barger knows well that Worcester has seen several passenger airlines come and go since the
1980s. The reasons for the failed market attempts are many and varied, ranging from airline
deregulation to lack of a Mass. Pike access road to poor marketing and business operations. But for
Barger, a 20-year veteran of the airline industry and CEO of JetBiue Airways, Worcester is anything
but an aviation albatross. Last April, JetBiue Airways announced the newest addition to its growing
network: Worcester. Service to the airline's 80th city will take flight on November 7, with daily service
to Fort Lauderdale and Orlando, Florida. As a leading air-passenger service, with hubs
in Boston, Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood, Orlando, Los Angeles, New York City and San Juan, JetBiue
carries 29 million customers a year to 79 cities in the U.S., Caribbean and Latin America. In addition
to Worcester, upcoming destinations include Savannah, Georgia; Port-au-Prince, Haiti; Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago; and Lima, Peru, subject to receipt of government approval.

9/11 victim fund applications mount as deadline looms
Ellyn Marks
WPIX11

The claims process for the 9/11 Victim Fund will move even more slowly than it has, as a result of the
surge in people registering to meet Thursday's midnight deadline. Those eligible for the federal fund
include recovery workers and residents exposed to, and many who have gotten sick from, the toxic
dust from the collapse of the twin towers after the attacks on the World Trade Center on Sept. 11,
2001. "The system, while slow and grueling, was working, but now with all of these people registering,
those awaiting awards, and have claims in for months, if not a year, they're going to have to wait
longer, while they sift through all the registrations," said John Feal, president and founder of the
FeaiGood Foundation, which advocates for sick and dying first responders. Feal estimates that
between 15,000and 20,000 of the more than 40,000 people who have registered so far, have no
health problems.

TV CLIPS
NEWS12NJ- GWB Emergency Response Drill
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Friday, October 04, 2013 12:30 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 10.4.13

Freeholder candidates seek investigation into 'traffic Armageddon'
By Svetlana Shkolnikova
Fort Lee Suburbanite
A "traffic Armageddon" that locked the borough in morning gridlock for a week last month could be the subject of a state
investigation -that is, if three candidates for the Bergen County Board of Freeholders have their way. Democrats Jim
Tedesco, Chris Tully and Lorraine Waldes are urging state representatives to bring Port Authority officials before a
committee and question them, under oath, about the circumstances surrounding the closure of two of three toll booths at
the entrance to the George Washington Bridge Sept. 9 to 13. The unannounced changes left commuters stuck in hourslong delays and borough officials scrambling for answers for almost a full week before Port Authority issued a short
statement saying it was conducting a "study of traffic patterns" on the world's busiest bridge. Calls to the bi-state agency
by the police department, mayor and other borough personnel went unanswered during this time.
Punitive lane closures? Not such a crazy thought
Daily Record (editorial)
Some critics of Gov. Christie are complaining that the governor recently orchestrated lane closures approaching the
George Washington Bridge to punish Fort Lee mayor Mark Sokolich- a Democrat- for a lack of support, according to a
Wall Street Journal report. Those lane closures, which lasted four days, caused massive traffic tieups in Fort Lee, until the
executive director of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey- who had not approved the plan- complained in
an e-mail to top agency officials that the closures were unnecessary and jeopardizing public safety. The lanes were
reportedly re-opened within minutes of that e-mail.

Former Passaic sheriff Speziale takes job in bankrupt Southern town
By Richard Cowen
The Record
Former Passaic County Sheriff Jerry Speziale is leaving his Port Authority police job. Speziale, the charismatic cop,
author and occasional movie actor who abruptly resigned as sheriff in 2010 to become the No. 2 man at the Port Authority
police, is walking away from his $198,510 salary to become chief in Prichard, a depressed, crime-ridden city north of
Mobile that twice has filed for bankruptcy since 1999. Prichard plans to pay Speziale about $65,000 a year, according to
published reports. Prichard's mayor, Troy Ethram, introduced Speziale to the local media on Wednesday. Last night, the
Prichard City Council voted 4-1 to officially name Speziale as their new police chief.
Prichard City Council approves Jerry Speziale as the city's new police chief
By John Sharp
AL.com
Cheers erupted Thursday after the Prichard City Council voted to approve a contract with a high-ranking New York/New
Jersey Port Authority police official as the police chief, giving the crime-ridden community its first permanent top law
enforcement officer in more than nine months. Speziale, 53, went right to work. Moments after the council's vote, a vocal
resident- restrained by security guards at the meeting- attempted to speak out in the middle of the council meeting.
Speziale calmly walked to him, assured security officers everything was OK, and gave the man a huge.
AVIATION
Port Authority aviation leadership still interim
By Judy Rife
1
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Times Herald-Record
The Port Authority's largest revenue-generating division is still without permanent leadership five months after Susan
Baer's departure as aviation director. The aviation division, which will generate more than half of the bi-state agency's
$4.2 billion in operating revenue this year, continues to have an acting director in Thomas Bosco and an acting deputy
director in Huntley Lawrence. In fact, Lawrence is filling a position that has been vacant for more than a year, since the
Port Authority moved Jeffrey Pearse to JFK as deputy general manager. Pearse came to the agency from the Atlanta
airport in 2010. Bosco, the general manager of LaGuardia, and Lawrence, the general manager of Newark, remain
charged with daily oversight of those airports as well. Both men have been at the Port Authority for 27 years and have
long resumes in aviation.

One World Trade Center awaits FCC's repacking decisions for new broadcast tenants
As work is being completed on the top of the new One World Trade Center, broadcasters are faced with the decision of
whether or not to return to their previous transmitter location.
By Michael Grotticelli
Broadcast Engineering

Twelve years after the destruction of the World Trade Center-home to many broadcast antennas for New York City
television and radio stations-much has changed. Most transmitters and antennas eventually relocated to the Empire
State Building (where CBS was previously located) and 4 Times Square. Now, as work is being completed on the top of
the new One World Trade Center, broadcasters are faced with the decision of whether or not to return to the location.
Antennas can go up to a height of 1, 700 feet on the new building and the facility will be ready for broadcasters who want
to move there in 2015.
TV CLIPS

•

Good Day New York/PA electrician talks pink lights on GWB
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Friday, October 04, 2013 2:31 PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB

Ted Mann is seeking a copy of a letter that was supposedly sent to us by Congressman Pascrell about the GWB toll booth
shutdown issue. Ted is asking for a copy of the letter and our response. We will do nothing unless instructed otherwise.
From: Mann, Ted [mailto:Ted.Mann@wsj.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 2:11PM
To: Coleman, Steve
Subject: GWB

Hi Steve,
I've heard that Rep. Pascrell wrote to the Port Authority seeking an explanation about the traffic that resulted from the
local access lane changes the week of Sept. 9. Are you aware of his letter, could you provide a copy, and could you
please forward a copy of any response sent by the authority to the congressman or his staff?
Thanks,
Ted
Ted Mann
Reporter
The Wall Street Journal.
1211 Sixth Ave.
New York NY 10036
212-416-2660 (o)
646-535-6072 (c)
ted.mann@wsj.com
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Foye, Patrick
Friday, October 04, 2013 2:35 PM
Coleman, Steve; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB

I havent seen the letter and would like to see letter and response, if any.

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2.013 02.:30 PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- GWB
Ted Mann is seeking a copy of a letter that was supposedly sent to us by Congressman Pascrell about the GWB toll booth
shutdown issue. Ted is asking for a copy of the letter and our response. We will do nothing unless instructed otherwise.

From: Mann, Ted [mailto:Ted.Mann@wsj.com]
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2.013 2.:11 PM
To: Coleman, Steve
Subject: GWB
Hi Steve,
I've heard that Rep. Pascrell wrote to the Port Authority seeking an explanation about the traffic that resulted from the
local access lane changes the week of Sept. 9. Are you aware of his letter, could you provide a copy, and could you
please forward a copy of any response sent by the authority to the congressman or his staff?
Thanks,
Ted
Ted Mann
Reporter
The Wall Street Journal.
1211 Sixth Ave.
New York NY 10036
212.-416-2.660 (o)

646-535-6072. (c)
ted.mann@wsi.com
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From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

Marsico, Ron
Friday, October 04, 2013 6:05 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/4/13

Media Relations staffed the appearance of GWB electrician Chris Bonanno on FOXS-TV's Good Day New York
this morning, where he explained his job changing lights atop the bridge and efforts to bathe the lights in pink
hues to highlight Breast Cancer Awareness month.
Media Relations issued a traffic advisory to alert travelers that the overnight lane closings at the George
Washington Bridge will be suspended for the week of October 7 while construction crews undertake work on
the project during daytime hours.
Natasha Velez NY Post called about a body recovered near the NY Tower of the GWB on the land surrounding
the Little Red Lighthouse. We let her know the suicide victim was a male in his 30s.
Kevin Corey of News 12 NJ, Wanda Prisinzano of WCBS-TV and Phil Pilato of 1010-WINS Radio inquired about a
motor vehicle accident on the Outerbridge Crossing this morning. We let the reporter know a car apparently
was struck by roadway debris and the driver refused medical attention.
Bill Armbruster of Datamyne (port trade publication) called for basic information on the Port Authority's Foreign
Trade Zone 49. We provided the reporter with basic information.
Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal is seeking a copy of a letter that was sent to the Port Authority by NJ
Congressman Bill Pascrell inquiring about the recent shutdown of several GWB toll booths used by Fort Lee
residents. We did not respond.
Ann Kohut of Airport Noise Report asked how many noise monitors the Port Authority has at/near JFK and
LaGuardia airports. We provided her the same information we provided the NY Times this summer. There are
currently four at LGA and 11 at JFK that we are replacing with new monitors and we are considering adding
more.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Public Affairs Broadcast
Friday, October 04, 2013 6:31 PM
Evening Clip 10.04 13

Politicians Ask for Probe of George Washington Bridge Jam
By Ted Mann and Heather Haddon
Wall Street Journal
The list of New Jersey officials who want more information about what's been going on at the George Washington Bridge
is growing. New Jersey State Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg emailed the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey on Friday, asking to speak at a meeting of the authority's Governance & Ethics and Security Committees on
Monday. Specifically, Ms. Weinberg said she wants to know why the Port Authority shut all but one local access lane onto
the bridge for four straight days last month with no warning to locals- or high-ranking officials of the authority itself- or
any detailed explanation to the public. Ms. Weinberg also wrote to the authority demanding answers after The Wall Street
Journal reported this week that the authority's executive director hadn't known about the planned lane closures before
they occurred. The closures triggered large traffic jams in Fort Lee, N.J.
Warning to motorists planning to take the GWB this weekend
By the Associated Press
Record Online- (Full Text)
The lower level of the George Washington Bridge will be closed because police will be conducting a full-scale emergency
drill over the weekend. Motorists must use the upper level between 9 p.m. Saturday until 8 a.m. Sunday. The Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey says people may notice smoke and see emergency vehicles during the drill.
Truck Part Strikes Windshield Of Car On Outerbridge Crossing
Accident Shuts Down Roadway For About 30 Minutes
CBS Local NY- (Full Text)
A female driver narrowly escaped serious injury on the Jersey-bound Outerbridge Crossing during Friday's morning rush
hour. Part of a passing truck's suspension, called a leaf spring, flew up and struck the windshield of her car just after 7
a.m., 1010 WINS reported. The woman behind the wheel was injured by the shattered glass, but refused medical
attention at the scene, 1010 WINS reported. The incident backed up traffic on the bridge for about 30 minutes to allow
crews to clear the road of debris.
AVIATION
The best in airport food and drink
By Katia Hetter
CNN
These aren't your stereotypical greasy airport burger and fries. Airports from the United States, England and Denmark
dominated the Moodie Report's third annual Airport Food & Beverage Awards, which were announced Wednesday
evening in Dubai. "We have been deeply impressed by the volume and, more importantly, quality of nominations this
year," said Martin Moodie, Moodie Report founder and chairman, in a statement prior to the awards announcement. The
Moodie Report owns and produces the conference and the awards. "There's plenty of innovation and an intriguing
reflection of a number of the sector's most notable trends," Moodie said.
JetBiue to Offer New Nonstop Service to Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago
Newswire
JetBiue, New York's hometown airline and low-cost carrier, will start offering daily nonstop service from John F. Kennedy
Airport (JFK) to Piarco International Airport (POS) in Port of Spain on Feb. 24, 2014 and from Fort Lauderdale/Hollywood
(FLL) to Port of Spain on May 1, 2014. JetBiue's flights from New York and Fort Lauderdale to Port of Spain will be
1
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operated by its Airbus A320 fleet with seating for 150 passengers. Flights include complimentary inflight entertainment
and brand-name snacks and drinks, leather seating, more legroom in coach and award-winning service.
TV Clips

News 12 NJ- George Washington Bridge disaster drill.
News 12 NJ- Accident on the Outerbridge Crossing
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Monday, October 07, 2013 7:54AM
Morning Clips -10.7.13

Lawmaker to Seek Answers on GWB Closures at Port Authority Meeting Today
Steve Strunsky
Star-Ledger
A state senator angered over the abrupt closure of local access lanes onto the George Washington Bridge last
month plans to appear at a Monday morning meeting of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's
Ethics and Governance Committee, seeking to find out who authorized the closings and why normal
notifications did not go out.
It Never Ends: 3'd Straight Annual Toll Hike At Port Authority Crossings Is On The Way
Ken Paulsen
Staten Is. Advance
STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.-- Are you ready for another toll hike, Staten Island? Of course, that's a silly question:
It's coming whether we're ready or not. In less than two months, tolls on all Port Authority crossings will jump
for the third straight year. E-ZPass rates will jump 75 cents during peak hours ($11 toll) and off-peak hours ($9
toll) on Dec. 1. Motorists paying cash will not see a hike from the current $13 rate.
Port Authority Stages Disaster Response Drill on GWB
Richard Cowen
Record
What looked like a catastrophe on the George Washington Bridge Sunday morning, involving a tractor trailer, a
tanker truck and several overturned vehicles, was only a drill being staged by the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey. There was lots of smoke, sirens and broken glass, but no real calamity as dozens of rescue
workers from various state, local, and federal agencies rushed onto the lower level of the bridge around 3 a.m.
The lower level of the bridge was closed for about four hours during the drill, but the upper level remained open
to traffic, the Port Authority said.
Shade Trees are Sacrificed for Bayonne Bridge Work
Virginia N. Sherry
Staten Is. Advance
ELM PARK-- "Why was it necessary to cut down the old trees?" asked a 50-year-long resident of Tranter
Place. He was standing outside his home on Sept. 18, watching the heavy equipment at work on the Port
Authority property directly across the street, preliminary activity for the $1.29 billion raising of the roadway of
the historic steel-arch Bayonne Bridge. "I don't know what they're doing," he said, declining to give his name.
"My question is this: Are they going to put the trees back?" he asked, noting that trees were also removed from
the section of the property across the street from Lacey's Bridge Tavern and near the American Legion's
Cichon Post, at the corner of John and Innis streets.

NY Probes Rights Sold to 'World Trade Center'
David Porter I Michele Gormley
ABC News I AP
Alaska to Florida. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity because the official wasn't authorized to
speak publicly about the probe.New York is expanding its probe nationwide into the 1980s sale of the rights to
the name "World Trade Center" to a nonprofit for $10, resulting in millions of dollars in fees for use of the name
in 28 states, according to an official familiar with the investigation.
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Aviation
Baby Sprayed with Fire Suppression Chemicals at JFK Car Facility
Sarah Matheson
Epoch Times- Full Text
9-month-old baby boy was taken to hospital just before noon on Oct. 6 after inhaling some chemicals from a
fire suppression system. A staff member at Enterprise Rent-A-Car-housed in building 69, Federal Circle at
JFK Airport-accidentally set off the system, injuring three adults, and the baby boy, a spokesman for the Port
Authority of New York and New Jersey said. The spokesman said, there was never a fire condition. FDNY
Emergency Medical Services responded to the call at 11:43 a.m. "for unwarranted activation of the fire
suppression system." Only the infant was taken to Jamaica Hospital Medical Center to receive treatment for
inhalation of the chemical, the FDNY spokesman said. He did not know what chemical the baby had inhaled.
Video Links
Fox 5- JFK Building #69/ Enterprise Car Rental
WOR-Radio 710- WTC Naming Rights
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Monday, October 07, 2013 12:31 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 10.7.13

Lawmaker demands answers to GWB closure mystery at Port Authority meeting
By Steve Stru nsky
The Star-Ledger
State Sen. Loretta Weinberg appeared at a committee meeting of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey this
morning demanding to know why local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge were abruptly closed last month
without warning to local officials. The move clogged streets in Fort Lee for several days. "I am here to express my
frustration and the frustration of the residents of Bergen County who are looking for answers to unilateral actions taken to
reduce access to the George Washington Bridge," Weinberg told members of the agency's Ethics and Governance
Committee at a field hearing inside the Port Authority Technical Center near the Holland Tunnel in Jersey City.

New York expands probe of $10 rights sale of World Trade Center name (UPDATED)
Associated Press
New York is expanding its probe nationwide into the 1980s sale of the rights to the World Trade Center name to a
nonprofit for $10, resulting in millions of dollars in fees for use of the name in 28 states, according to an official familiar
with the investigation. The official told The Associated Press that letters seeking information on the deals should arrive
Monday at 45 World Trade Center complexes, from Alaska to Florida. The official wasn't authorized to speak publicly
about the probe and talked on the condition of anonymity. New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman is investigating
a 1986 deal in which the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey sold the naming rights to one of its outgoing
executives for use by a nonprofit organization called The World Trade Centers Association. The Port Authority owns the
World Trade Center site but is among hundreds of entities worldwide that pay to use the World Trade Center name.
New York launches probe into 'sweetheart' WTC deal
By Cheryl K. Chumley
The Washington Times
States have paid millions of dollars to a nonprofit that supposedly holds the rights to the name "World Trade Center," and
now New York's leading prosecutor wants to know why. An official with the New York Attorney General's office has sent
out letters to 28 states that have paid the nonprofit $10 per use of the name, seeking further information, The Associated
Press reported. The name was sold in 1986, in a deal involving the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey with a
group called The World Trade Centers Association. One result of the deal: The Port Authority actually owns the World
Trade Center property, but must pay $10, too, in order to use the "World Trade Center" name, AP reported.
AVIATION
JFK gets automated passport system to reduce delays
By Harriet Baskas
CNBC
JFK International is getting automated passport machines Monday to speed up the arrival of U.S. passengers from
international flights. It's the latest airport-and one of the largest-to get the system. Similar self-service machines already
in use at Chicago's O'Hare International Airport Terminal 5, and at two airports in Canada (Vancouver and Montreal) are
already helping to significantly cut down wait times at customs that, at times, have forced arriving international passengers
to stand in line for up to five hours or to be held back on a plane. JFK is the busiest U.S. entry point for international
travelers, and 40 automated passport kiosks have been purchased by Delta for use in Terminal 4, where it is the largest
tenant among more than 30 airlines. At JFK, only U.S. citizens will initially be able to use the machines, but soon
Canadian citizens should be able to use the machines as welL
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, October 07, 2013 2:17PM
Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Media calls on GWB toll lane issue

I have received calls this afternoon from NYl, WCBS Radio and the Bergen Record seeking PA comment on Senator
Weinberg's remarks and the GWB toll lane issue. I am not responding to any of the inquiries unless instructed
otherwise.
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From:
Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Monday, October 07, 2013 2:27PM
Coleman, Steve
Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Media calls on GWB toll lane issue

Agree. No response.
Sent from my iPhone
On Oct 7, 2013, at 2:17PM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
I have received calls this afternoon from NYl, WCBS Radio and the Bergen Record seeking PA comment
on Senator Weinberg's remarks and the GWB toll lane issue. I am not responding to any of the inquiries
unless instructed otherwise.

1
PA - DW - 000120

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, October 07, 2013 3 21 PM
Coleman, Steve; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
RE: Media calls on GWB toll lane issue

Additional calls from the Star Ledger and Associated Press. I will not respond to either call.
From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 2:17PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Media calls on GWB toll lane issue
I have received calls this afternoon from NYl, WCBS Radio and the Bergen Record seeking PA comment on Senator
Weinberg's remarks and the GWB toll lane issue. I am not responding to any of the inquiries unless instructed
otherwise.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
•

Marsico, Ron
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:02PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'JoshuaVIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/7113

Shawn Boburg of the Bergen Record, Dave Porter of the Associated Press and Steve Strunsky of the Star Ledger
are working on stories based on today's Board committee meeting at which NJ State Senator Loretta Weinberg
spoke about last month's toll lane closings at the GWB. Additional calls on this issue were received from WCBS
Radio, 1010 WINS radio and NYl. We did not respond to those calls.
Media Relations issued an advisory to alert media about tomorrow's PAPD event at which a new command
structure will be announced, including the promotion and hiring of 64 officers to high-ranking positions in the
department.
New Jersey Business Magazine called to request an interview for a story they are doing on international trade
through the Port of New York and New Jersey. We are working to set up an interview for the reporter.
Felix Alarcon of the Jersey Journal called for information about a cruise ship that docked at the Bayonne Cruise
Terminal on Saturday with sick passengers on board. We referred the reporter to the Center for Disease Control
and the cruise line, which handled the incident.
Max Jaeger of the Ridgewood Times weekly newspaper in Queens inquired about aircraft noise at JFK and
LaGuardia airports and asked a series of questions. We let the reporter know about our noise monitors and
efforts to share the info with the FAA, providing similar information to that we provided the New York Times and
Newsday in recent weeks.
loannna Dafermou of the Weather Channel called about today's weather impacts at JFK, LGA and Newark
Liberty airports. We let the reporter know that all three airports have ground stops on inbound flights, leading
to delays of under an hour at JFK and Newark Liberty and up to 90 minutes at LGA.
Media Relations proactively contacted Gerald DeMarco of the Cliffview Pilot, Anthony Machinski of the Jersey
Journal and Kristan Conely at the NY Post regarding yesterday's PAPD arrest of a man for assault and hindering
an investigation after the individual struck a person at a PATH station in New Jersey.
Over the weekend early Sunday morning, the Bergen Record and the NY Daily News covered the Port Authority's
emergency operations drill at the GWB under the supervision of media relations staff.
Over the weekend, various outlets called about the accidental discharge of a fire suppression system at JFK
Airport that led to a young child being taken to the hospitaL We provided basic details.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rma rsico@pa nyn j.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Public Affairs Broadcast
Monday, October 07, 2013 6:31 PM
Evening Clips 10.07.13

Man charged with punching woman in Jersey City PATH station, claims he's actor Denzel Washington
By Anthony J. Machcinski
Jersey Journal
A Jersey City man who authorities say punched a woman at the Journal Square PATH Station yesterday morning was
arrested later in the day, telling police that he is movie star Denzel Washington, police said. Police are crediting an
eyewitness and a quick-thinking shutterbug in the arrest of Jimmy Phillips, 46, who is charged with simple assault and
hindering apprehension. At 8:20a.m., police spoke with a woman who said that she was punched in the head while at the
Journal Square PATH Station yesterday, police said. The assailant fled on foot following the incident, but a witness
snapped a photo of the man before he fled, police said. At 5:30p.m. last night at the Hoboken PATH station, a witness to
the earlier incident told police she saw the attacker inside the station, police said. Port Authority Police approached the
man, who told police his name is Denzel Washington, police said.

NJ pol presses Port Authority on GWB lane closures
By the Associated Press
Wall Street Journal- (Full Text)
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey is under fire for unannounced lane closures on the George Washington
Bridge last month that created massive traffic backups. Published reports described the closures as part of a traffic study
that lasted four days beginning Sept. 9. Nearby Fort Lee experienced significant gridlock.
The Wall Street Journal reported last week that Port Authority executive director Patrick Faye sent a scathing letter to top
executives about the closures. On Monday, New Jersey state Sen. Loretta Weinberg demanded answers from members
of a Port Authority committee meeting in Jersey City. Faye didn't discuss the lane closures during the public portion of the
committee meeting. Weinberg says the Senate or Assembly might use its subpoena power to probe the closures if
answers aren't forthcoming.
State Sen. Weinberg presses Port Authority on GWB lane closures
By Shawn Boburg
The Record
A high-ranking state lawmaker angered by unexplained lane closures at the George Washington Bridge demanded
answers on Monday, as speculation continued to swirl about the true reason for the unannounced traffic shift that led to
long backups in Fort Lee last month. Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, a Democrat from Teaneck, said if the Port
Authority continues its silence about the reasons for a supposed traffic study, she may seek subpoena power for a
legislative panel. She spoke at a meeting of Port Authority commissioners on Monday morning, a week after reports that
the Port Authority's top executive, Pat Faye, had not authorized the lane closures and said they were likely illegal. Neither
Faye nor anyone at the Port Authority has said who authorized the closures, which also came as a surprise to local and
Port Authority police and Fort Lee officials.
NJ Politicans Press Port Authority on GWB Lane Closures
By Townsquare News Network
NJ 101.5
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey came under fire Monday for unannounced lane closures at the George
Washington Bridge last month that created massive traffic backups. After state Sen. Loretta Weinberg spent about five
minutes asking members of the authority's committee on governance and ethics for answers as to why there apparently
wasn't any notification to local officials, the committee took up its scheduled business: An overview of corporate
governance and ethics trends and how they might apply to the Port Authority. Weinberg found irony in the juxtaposition.
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The $10 deal that cost NY millions
By Beth DeFalco and Leonard Greene
New York Post
State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman is probing the most towering sweetheart deal of all time. Schneiderman has
sent a letter demanding to see the records behind the agreement for the World Trade Center's naming rights, which were
sold to a former Port Authority executive in 1986 for just $10. Late PA honcho Guy Tozzoli and his group, The World
Trade Centers Association, have made tens of millions of dollars off of the landmark's name. The PA and the public,
meanwhile, haven't gotten a dime.
Sweetheart WTC naming deal scrutinized by AG's office
The Real Deal (Biog)
A 1986 deal in which late Port Authority of New York and New Jersey executive Guy Tozzoli and his group, the World
Trade Center Association, purchased the World Trade Center's naming rights for just $10 is the subject of a new probe by
State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman. Though the pact gleaned tens of millions of dollars for Tozzoli, who
subsequently sold the rights to use the World Trade Center name to hundreds of companies, the Port Authority allegedly
never saw a dime. Governor Cuomo called on Schneiderman last month to launch a probe into the deal after it became
public knowledge. The AG's office responded by sending letters to the WCTA on Oct. 3 asking for the details of naming
deals the group has made over the years.
NY To Expand Probe Of World Trade Center Naming Rights
By Brendan Byrne
Value Walk
New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman has been in the news quite a bit lately, given his fight with Airbnb and
others. Now, following directions from New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, Schneiderman is looking into why a nonprofit
was sold the rights to the World Trade Center name for just $10. That nonprofit's licensing of the name has resulted in
millions of dollars in fees all over the United States. In fact, businesses in 28 states have paid fees to the non-profit,
according to a nameless New York official.
AVIATION
Port Authority accused of throwing out lost passports
WABC Local
Losing your passport can be a travel nightmare, but imagine if the person who found it was ordered to throw it out? The
Port Authority is accused of trashing dozens of passports discovered by workers. It's hard to believe that an agency
attacked twice by terrorists would be so careless with these most important travel documents. But that's exactly what
happened according to several Port Authority workers we spoke to. One of them agreed to blow the whistle on camera.
Flying full: airports as travel destinations
By Rozanne Gelbinovich
AM NY
When planning that next getaway, schedule an earlier-than-ever airport arrival, and leave plenty of time between those
connecting flights. Not because of long security lines, but rather to check out all the amazing food offerings being served
up at airports across the country. We've compiled a list of some tasty ways to spend that extra travel time at various
national airports, starting with our very own JFK. So sit back, relax and enjoy the layover. With the launch of its new and
improved Terminal 4, JFK is almost an NYC tourist attraction in its own right. Offerings at the newly improved Delta
Terminal aim to mirror the plethora of international grub found throughout the Big Apple.
PORTS
NYCT Orders Container Cranes for Waste Handling
Journal of Commerce
New York Container Terminal has ordered two rubber-tire gantry cranes and two rail-mounted gantry cranes from
Konecranes for use in waste handling in New York. The cranes, which have a lifting capacity of 50 tons, will be used for
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moving containers of municipal solid waste from New York City, as part of the city's solid waste management program.
Waste from the New York City will be packed into specially designed containers and transported via barge over the
Hudson River to NYCT's terminal on Staten Island. The RMG cranes will unload the sealed containers at the terminal, and
the RTG cranes will load them onto trains, where they will then be sent to energy-from-waste facilities. The cranes are
scheduled for delivery to NYCT's Staten Island terminal by the end of 2014. The value of the order was not disclosed.
"This is a very exciting contract for us, a breakthrough in fact, and will open up a new business segment for our container
handling cranes," said Jussi Suhonen, Konecranes' sales director of port cranes in the Americas, in a written statement.
TV CLIPS
WNBC NY- WTC naming rights

3
PA - DW - 000125

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Tuesday, October 08, 2013 7:40AM
Morning Clips 10.8.13

TB&T
Port Authority police to announce new structure (Updated)
Associated Press
Wall Street Journal- Full Text
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey will announce a new command structure for its police
department. The agency says additional supervisors will allow the nearly 1,600-member department
to respond quickly to changing needs and save money. Tuesday's announcement will take place in
Jersey City.
NJ pol presses Port Authority on GWB lane closures
Associated Press
Wall Street Journal- Full Text
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey came under fire Monday for unannounced lane
closures at the George Washington Bridge last month that created massive traffic backups. After
state Sen. Loretta Weinberg spent about five minutes asking members of the authority's committee
on governance and ethics for answers as to why there apparently wasn't any notification to local
officials, the committee took up its scheduled business: An overview of corporate governance and
ethics trends and how they might apply to the Port Authority. Weinberg found irony in the
juxtaposition. "You look at their regulations about transparency, about ethics and accountability, and
this will be a good test about how they follow their own rules," she said. Published reports described
the closures of access lanes from Fort Lee onto the bridge as part of a traffic study that lasted four
days beginning Sept. 9. The Wall Street Journal reported last week that Port Authority executive
director Patrick Foye sent a scathing letter to top executives about the closures and called them
"abusive" and said Port Authority police and local police weren't notified. Foye attended Monday's
committee meeting but didn't discuss the lane closures during the meeting's public portion.Weinberg,
whose district includes fort Lee and neighboring towns, said the Senate or Assembly might use its
subpoena power to probe the closures if answers aren't forthcoming. "If we don't get answers here,
that might be our next step," she said. "I'll come into the Port Authority again and again until we get
answers."
Port Authority Slammed For Unannounced GWB Lane Closures
Closures Caused Traffic Backups On Bridge Last Month
CBSNewYork/AP
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey came under fire Monday for unannounced lane
closures at the George Washington Bridge last month, which caused massive traffic headaches. New
Jersey State Sen. Loretta Weinberg (D-Teaneck) spent about five minutes at a hearing Monday
asking members of the authority's committee on governance and ethics for answers as to why there
apparently wasn't any notification to local officials. Afterward, the committee took up its scheduled
business: An overview of corporate governance and ethics trends and how they might apply to the
Port Authority.
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·PAPD
Good Samaritans help Port Authority police arrest homeless man in Journal Square assault
on woman
Jerry DeMarco
Cliffview Pilot- Full Text
Thanks to a quick-thinking good Samaritan with a cellphone camera, Port Authority police in Hoboken
arrested a homeless man who they said punched a woman in the head at the Journal Square PATH
station. Identified as Jimmy Phillips, 46, he told police who grabbed him for assaulting the 26-year-old
victim just before 8:30 yesterday morning that his name is Denzel Washington. At 5:30 last night,
another witness told a Port Authority police officer she'd just seen him in the Hoboken PATH station.
The officer- who had a cellphone photo of Phillips with him -took him into custody. Fingerprints
determined his real identity, along with the fact that Phillips also had two outstanding warrants. He
was charged in yesterday's incident and arrest with simple assault and hindering apprehension.

AVIATION
Small chance of tornado in N.J., expect heavy rain, high wind
Eunice Lee
The Star-Ledger
New Jersey is under a tornado watch until 5 p.m. and the chance of a twister making landfall is 5
percent or less, the latest forecasts show. Expect a band of heavy rain with high wind gusts up to 50
mph from 2 p.m. to 6 tonight, Accuweather meteorologist Tom Kines said. "Straight line wind is more
likely than tornadic activity," says Kines but he doesn't rule out the possibility of a twister making
landfall in the Garden State. The National Weather Service issued a tornado watch for several states
in the northeast region earlier today. "So far the bark has been worse than the bite," he said. The
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Storm Prediction Center shows the northern and
western regions of the state with a 5 percent chance of a tornado, and the northeastern, central and
southern areas with a 2 percent chance, its website says. A previous forecast indicated a 25 percent
chance of a tornado. The storm system, which buried Midwest states in nearly three feet of snow last
week, is forecast to dump a half-inch to an inch of rain with possible wind gusts up to 50 mph, making
for a hairy commute home tonight "Anywhere in the state is game for heavy rain," he said. The
combination of heavy rain and wind may cause power outages due to falling tree limbs but Kines
doesn't predict widespread damage. Thunderstorms have already delayed inbound flights to Newark
Liberty International Airport an average of 42 minutes, the flight tracker website FlightAware.com
says. JFK airport is also experiencing 42 minute delays. LaGuardia airport says inbound flights are
being delayed 49 minutes and departures are being delayed between 15 to 29 minutes, FlightAware
says.
Storm uproots trees and downs power lines in New Jersey
Marvin Scott
WPIX11
It wasn't a tornado but the people who live in New Jersey told me it certainly felt like one. A fierce
thunderstorm raced through northern New Jersey in a flash, knocking down power lines and trees,
causing widespread outrages. Workers silhouetted against a darkening sky were trimming tree limbs
that were threatening power lines .... and others were atop the roofs of homes removing debris tossed
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around during the storm that raced across the state with lightening speed. Trees were torn from their
foundation and power lines toppled .... as winds gusted upwards of 65 miles per hour. New Jersey had
been alerted to the possibility of a tornado, that one never surfaced. Andrea Vico, who lives in
Emerson, said, "It felt like a tornado. I watched the wind tossing everything around in rny backyard. It
was scary." A 75 foot red oak tree, estimated to be 150 years old, toppled into a house in Emerson,
slicing through a bedroom where an infant was asleep in his crib. It fell within inches of the toddler
who was grabbed just in time by his mother. At the height of storm, PSE&G reported that some 4,000
customers were without power. Dozens of flights at Newark Airport were either cancelled or delayed.
By 6:30p.m. the rain had stopped. There wasn't a visible rainbow ... but the hues of color in the distant
sky made it clear it was the calm-after the storm. Generators were providing light for crews that were
expected to be working through the night. PSE&G was slowly restoring power and was hopeful of
having everything back to normal by morning.
No tornadoes yet but thunderstorm threatens to snarl rush hour traffic
Naomi Nix
The Star-Ledger

A severe thunderstorm with wind gusts of up to 65 miles per hour will ripple through New Jersey this
afternoon arriving just in time for rush hour traffic. Meanwhile, a small chance that a tornado could hit
the state today still looms. The tornado watch issued by the National Weather Service expires at 5
p.m. "In terms of the tornado risk, we can't rule it out," said Andy Mussoline, a meteorologist with
ACCU Weather. But he added, "we haven't seen any tornadoes so far today." Most of the area can
expect between half an inch and an inch of rain, with most of it falling between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., said
Mussoline. "That's why we could see water-covered roadways at the peak of rush hour this evening,"
Mussoline said. "If you ever do encounter a water covered roadway just turn around and find another
route." At Newark International Airport, 34 outbound flights and 35 inbound flights had been cancelled
as of 3:30 p.m. Other inbound flights have been delayed an average of two hours, according to Flight
Aware, which tracks flight delays.
TV & RADIO CLIPS

WABC-NY (ABC)- GWB Closures
WABC-NY (ABC) - WTC Naming Rights
WCBS - WTC Naming Rights
WOR-AM (Radio)- WTC Naming Rights
NEWS12NJ- WTC Naming Rights
WABC-AM (ABC) - PA Accused of Throwing Out Lost Passports
NEWS12NJ- GWB Closure
WCBS (Radio)- GWB Closure
WNET (PBS)- GWB Closure
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Tuesday, October 08, 2013 12:38 PM
Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Star Ledger editorial board inquiry-- GWB toll lane issue

Star Ledger editorial writer Jim Namiotka is working on an editorial about the GWB toll lane issue and called to talk to
someone about the issues. I will not return the call unless otherwise instructed.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Tuesday, October 08, 2013 4:45 PM
Wildstein, David
tweets

#portauthority

JessicaSimeone@JessicaSimeone

Hobo attacked woman on #PathTrain: tells cops I'm Denzel Washington nyp.stjG.JCxx2
@KirstanConley @nypost #PmtAuthority #PAPD

Dorth@PatronofAdvice

These delays suck #p01tauthority

m

NorthJerseybrk @NorthJerseybrk

State Sen. #LorettaWeinberg presses# P01tAuthority on #GWB lane closures -shar.esjEm54D

t5

RedneckRealityCheck@RedneckReality

#NewYork #NY #PottAuthority NY probes sale of &quotWorld Trade Centr&quot namin rights 4 $10
j.mp/tbCENVo
#Iaguardia

II
'

.
.

Joel Olivo@joelolivocomedy

What your bars close at 4 am too?airp01t fail. #Iaguardia #airport

I

~

~~~
Andrew Deaton@Andrew_Deaton
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After a 3 hour delay in hell, # Iaguardia I'm home, that was like an episode of #t\\ilightzone
#laguardiaairport #wontbeback

l~

Branden@lntensejp

Stick on this #delta plane at #Iaguardia airport for an hour. #delayed and if we get off plane we cat get
back on.

Ms. B's Musings@Chitownteach

#LaGuardia is the worst #airport EVER.
#ewr

Justin@NJrsypride

Step up your game, Newark. Check out Singapore Changi International Airport. #singapore #travel
#EWR @... instagram.comjpjfNvDDiq3YU/

David Conlan@dbconlan

@KayFrayiO just had the fastest check-in at #ewr ... ever! a good start to the @etourismsummit

Brian Lin@brianlinca

Finally landed in #EWR after a 4hr weather delay in #SWF. Again, crew from @united 97 was
exemplary! 4sq.com/1b4x9yW
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•
•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Marsico, Ron
Tuesday, October 08, 2013 6:09 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lade, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nighly Media Activity Report 10/8/13

Steve Strunsky of The Star-Ledger and Dave Porter of the Associated Press covered today's PAPD promotion
ceremony, at which a new command structure was announced for the 1,600-member agency.
Steve Strunsky of The Star-Ledger called following the ceremony to inquire how the Port Authority planned to
pay for the 500 police officers it plans to hire in the coming year. We did not respond.
Jonathan Schuppe of NBC News called to speak to someone at the Port Authority for a story about long-term
damage from Sandy, known in engineering circles as latent damage, and how it is affecting the region. We are
gathering more information on the request before deciding whether we want to participate and who should be
our expert on this issue.
Star-Ledger editorial writer Jim Namiotka called to talk to someone about the issues surrounding the GWB toll
lane issue for an editorial being written by the paper. We did not respond.
Media Relations proactively reached out to Tom Tracey of the NY Daily News and Dana Sauchelli of the NY Post
regarding the arrest of a taxi-hustling suspect at JFK on charges of first-degree assault and resisting arrest after
a PAPD officer was injured during the arrest. The officer suffered a wrist injury, bruises and ripped skin, but no
life-threatening injuries.
Susan Carrie of the Wall Street Journal called regarding Alitalia's operations in the wake of the Italian carrier's
financial problems. We referred the reporter to the Termina11 and 4 operators, where the carrier flies in and
out of JFK.
Candida Portugues of El Diario called seeking drug smuggling data for JFK and LaGuardia airports. We referred
the reporter to U.S. Customs and Border Protection and are checking with PAPD for statistics on smuggling cases
we handled.
Rich Bockmann of the Queens Times-Ledger inquired about impacts related to the government shutdown at the
Port Authority's New York airports. We let the reporter know that the airports have not experienced significant
impacts to date.
Hollie Silverman of News 12 NJ called regarding a man who claimed to be Denzel Washington and was charged
yesterday with assaulting a woman in the Journal Square PATH Station on Monday. We provided basic
information.
Pat Rizzuto of Bloomberg News called to inquire about whether the federal government shutdown has impacted
pesticide imports to the Port of New York and New Jersey. We referred the reporter to U.S. Customs, which
monitors commodity imports into the port.
David Levitt from Bloomberg News called wanting to know financials and other details about 4 World Trade
Center. We referred him to SPI.
Irene Plagianos from DNA Info called about the Vesey Street bridge coming down and wanted to confirm that
the World Trade Center West Concourse would open this fall because the LMCCC website says it will open this
fall. LMCCC is removing the mention of "this fall" from their website and we are waiting for a return call from
the reporter.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Wednesday, October 09, 2013 7:31 AM
Morning Clips 10.9.13

Port Authority overhauls 1600-member police force
Judy Rife
Record Online- Full Text

The Port Authority has announced a new command structure for its 1,600-member police force, the first
major overhaul in 60 years. The reorganization is the work of Joseph Dunne, the Port Authority's first-ever
chief security officer, and involved a total of 64 promotions and appointments. The Port Authority hired
Dunne, a former first deputy commissioner in the New York Police Department, last year to carry out the
sweeping recommendations of an exhaustive review of its safety and security operations. The review was
done by former U.S. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. "This new command structure will give us
a more nimble department, allowing us to better respond to the changing needs across the agency," said Pat
Faye, the Port Authority's executive director, in a statement.

The Record: Awaiting answers
The Record

SENATE Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck, asked Port Authority commissioners some pointed
questions on Monday. That's good to hear. It's high time someone with "public official" attached to his or her
name tried to get to the bottom of the still unexplained lane closures last month at the George Washington
Bridge. As The Record reported, the unannounced traffic shift led to long backups in Fort Lee. We recognize
that the bi-state agency that operates the bridge is large and unwieldy, yet what happened in regard to the
lane closings was more than just a traffic inconvenience for a few hours; the closings lasted more than four
days and could have endangered lives. The Port Authority's own top executive, Pat Faye, highlighted the point
in a scathing email sent to agency executives Sept. 13 in which he ordered that the lanes be reopened. Faye,
who has said he was unaware of the lane closings until receiving inquiries about them from the news media,
admitted such a shock to the normal pattern could have stranded ambulances in traffic jams and
"undoubtedly had an adverse effect on economic activity." The executive director added that the closings may
even have violated federal law. The Port Authority had previously stated that the lane closings were part of a
traffic study "to ensure placement of toll lanes," yet no one at the agency has said why the study might have
been necessary or who authorized the closures, which apparently came as a surprise to local and Port
Authority police, as well as Fort Lee officials.
Fort lee and the GWB: Traffic study or political punishment: Editorial
Star-Ledger Editorial Board

With only silence coming from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, state Sen. Loretta Weinberg's
theory- that a bunch of "frat boys" plotted to punish Fort Lee's mayor by shutting down lanes feeding the
George Washing1on Bridge- is looking like the only plausible explanation. Weinberg (D-Bergen) wants
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answers from Port Authority brass. If the silence continues, she should make good on her threat to subpoena
the agency's execs to Trenton for some mandatory truth-telling. The story so far: Starting Sept. 9, two of the
GWB's three local-access lanes from Fort Lee were closed. Local officials say the surprise closure caught them
off-guard and grid locked Fort Lee, where thousands of kids were late for the first day of school because buses
couldn't get through. The four-day closure ended only when Patrick Foye, the Port Authority's executive
director, sent an angry e-mail that called the closures "dangerous" and probably illegal. In it, Foye promised to
investigate "how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the
credibility of this agency." "I pray that no life has been lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient
delayed," he wrote. Port Authority officials blamed a "traffic safety study," but haven't proved that one exists.
A more popular theory is that Gov. Chris Christie's Port Authority appointees ordered the disruption to punish
Fort Lee's Democratic mayor, Mark Sokolich, who hasn't endorsed Christie for re-election. Christie, a
Republican, shares control of the Port Authority with New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, a Democrat. Foye is
Cuomo's appointee. How do you study traffic patterns by stopping traffic? No one's saying. How do you block
lanes without notifying police, ambulance drivers or even your own bridge employees?
AVIATION
Open Cockpit Weekend in November at Teterboro Airport

Alana Quartuccio
Hasbrouck Heights PATCH -Full Text
The Aviation Hall of Fame will host Open Cockpit Weekend on Saturday, Nov. 2 and Sunday, Nov. 3 at
Teterboro Airport where plane enthusiasts will get the chance to sit inside a variety of special aircrafts.
Visitors can sit inside the cockpits of a one-of-a-kind 1950 Martin 202 airliner, a rare Lockheed-designed Bush
Plane, a Cobra gunship helicopter, an HH-52A Coast Guard helicopter, an OV-1A Mohawk close support
aircraft, the "Little Cut Up" aircraft control demonstrator and the control cab of an Airport Rescue and FireFighting truck. People of all ages can learn how the flight systems work. Qualified pilots will help guests
understand the instruments and controls ofthese special aircrafts. Open Cockpit will run from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. both Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and Nov. 3. Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for seniors and children
under age 12. For more information call 201-288-6344 or visit www.njahof.org.
TV & RADIO CLIPS

NEWS12NJ- PAPD expands its workforce
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Marsico, Ron
Wednesday, October 09,2013 6:12PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/9/13

Media Relations facilitated a phone interview of PAPD Deputy Chief Norma Hardy with Larry Higgs of the Asbury
Park Press about her recent promotion and career with the PAPD. The story already is running on the paper's
website.
Media Relations pitched the PAP D's arrest this morning at the Holland Tunnel of a man for theft of service and
tampering with his license plate to avoid paying a toll. Calls were made to Larry Rosenthal of the AP, Gerald
DeMarco of the Cliffview Pilot and Charles Hack at NJ.Com. The story was extensively picked up.
Media Relations pitched to Tina Moore of the NY Daily News and Dan Prendergast of the NY Post the story of
the taxi hustler who struck and dragged a PAPD Officer at JFK on Tuesday, leading to injuries that are not lifethreatening. Both papers presently are running the story online.
Media Relations facilitated a request made last month by Peter Green of Bloomberg News to interview PA
Acting Aviation Director Thomas Bosco on the agency's efforts to promote environmental sustainability
measures at JFK and LaGuardia airports and also to safeguard aviation infrastructure there in the wake of
Superstorm Sandy. The reporter's story is focused on such efforts by airport operators nationwide.
WNYC reporter Jessica Gould called to talk to someone about the issues surrounding the GWB toll lane issue.
We did not respond.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

212-435-7777
rmarsico@panyni.gov

1
PA - DW - 000135

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Sunday, October 13, 2013 8:19AM
Morning Clips

PAPD
He was a Newark captain who answered all of their calls

Barry Carter
Star-Ledger

Steven Yablonsky was a special cop when he was captain of Newark's West Ward, 4th precinct. So say the people who
live there. Even though he had a lot of responsibility, running a squad of about 120 men and women, he gave residents
his personal cell phone number, and they could call him anytime. And he would answer anytime, they say, even on
vacation. No call from the West Ward folks was too big or too small. He was kind of guy who would drop what he was
doing to pay a $75 parking ticket for a senior citizen who couldn't afford the cost. "I couldn't believe it," said George
Walker, 77. "He's a fine gentleman. He's the best I've ever seen." He'd fire off birthday text messages to residents, for
anniversaries, too, just to let them know he was thinking about them beyond his job. Residents said the relationship they
had with this man is what community policing is all about, not some multi-tiered plan written in gobbledygook in a fancy,
glossy binder. "He didn't talk the talk," said Bertha Freeman. "He was the real deal." Residents say that when he told
them he would take care of a problem and get back to them about it, he kept his word. After 28 years on the force and the
last four spent with them, residents could only thank him when he retired in July. Yablonsky has taken his Officer Friendly
brand of policing to the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, serving as a police captain.

TB&T
Founding Fathers' warnings powerful reminder amid government crisis
Michael Goodwin

NY Post
A righteous road rage
After Port Authority officials closed some New Jersey access lanes to the George Washington Bridge and caused
massive traffic jams, Executive Director Patrick Faye demanded to know why. He called the action "abusive" and
suggested the given reason - a traffic study - was a lie. His rage is reason for hope. Every motorist encounters
maddening bottlenecks caused by construction crews where the job seems to consist of standing around. The power to
make people wait is an awesome power, and it cannot have been abused only once. The career of the city's bicycle czar
is based on snarling traffic. Pray that Faye's demand for sanity starts a trend.

Why Did Peddie Teacher Donovan Dickson Jump From GWB?
Bob Holt
NEWJERSEYNEWSROOM.COM- Full Text

Questions remained after a popular 24-year old schoolteacher at Peddie School in Hightstown committed suicide on the
same day an investigation began regarding sexual contact between an underage student and a teacher at the school.
Donovan Dickson jumped to his death off the George Washington Bridge about a week ago. Police would not confirm
whether Dickson was being investigated. NJ.com reported that there had been no charges filed in the sexual allegations
case, according to the Mercer County Prosecutor's Office. According to the New York Daily News, Peddie headmaster
Peter Quinn sent a letter to parents regarding "troubling events" from the past week. He did not explain the sexual
allegations, but wrote about his students, "Please know that every step we have taken in the last few days and will take in
the days moving forward we are taking with their safety and well-being always our top priority." The New York Post
reported that Dickson had been a math teacher at Peddie School since 2011 and was also coaching boys' track, cross
country, and wrestling. A spokesman for the Port Authority said Dickson did not land in the water when he jumped.
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According to East Windsor Patch, Dickson's death was ruled a suicide by the New York City Medical Examiner's office.
Dickson died from blunt force trauma to the head and torso.
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Marsico, Ron
Wednesday, October 16, 2013 6:00PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/16/13

Media Relations facilitated an availability for media with Port Authority leadership following today's Board
meeting. The topics discussed were: the September closing of GWB toll lanes used by Fort Lee residents, the
future of Atlantic City airport, proposed ferry service mitigation for the Pulaski Skyway project, the removal of
the North Temporary Access at the WTC site and a GAO report on Port Authority transparency.
Ted Mann with the WSJ called asking if the IG was looking into the September closing of GWB toll lanes at Fort
Lee. We told him we do not speak for the IG's office, but reiterated the ED's comment provided during the
press availability that an internal review is underway.
Media Relations issued a press release on the PA board's approval of a $50 million project authorization for
removal of corrosive, latent salt residue in the PATH system that remains, even after initial cleanup efforts in the
months after Superstorm Sandy.
WNYC reporter Jessica Gould, who was at today's meeting, called after the meeting to inquire about whether
the federal debt ceiling issue could have any impact on the Port Authority. Since the question was asked and
answered at the meeting, which the reporter attended, we did not respond further.
Natasha Velez ofthe NY Post, Seth Augenstein ofThe Star-Ledger called and were given info about the PAPD's
arrest this week of suspect at the PA Bus Terminal for grand larceny and criminal possession of stolen property.
Media Relations also pitched the story to Matt McGrath of the Bergen Record's website, NorthJersey.com,
which posted a story on the arrest.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov

1

PA - DW - 000138

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Public Affairs Broadcast
Wednesday, October 16, 2013 6:28PM
Evening Clips 10.16.13

Sandy cleanup in NY-NJ tunnels to cost $50 million
Associated Press (Full Text)
Officials from New York and New Jersey say $50 million will be spent to clean up salt residue left by Superstorm Sandy
inside PATH train tunnels. A year after Sandy hit the Northeast, the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey on
Wednesday authorized the spending as part of continuing cleanup efforts. The corrosive salt will be removed from cables,
tracks and other equipment replaced. Millions of gallons of water flooded the PATH commuter system that links
Manhattan with New Jersey. The agency's board of commissioners approved the funding at its monthly meeting. Up to 90
percent of the cost is expected to be reimbursed from $1.3 billion in recovery funding awarded to PATH by the Federal
Transit Administration. Work will start in November on weekends and evenings.

Garfield man charged in theft at Port Authority Bus Terminal
By Matthew McGrath
The Record
A 43-year-old Garfield man with a history of theft and burglary was arrested Monday in the Port Authority Bus Terminal in
Manhattan for allegedly stealing a bag filled with a computer and camera equipment. William Yacenko was charged with
grand larceny and criminal possession of stolen property by Port Authority of New York and New Jersey police, said Joe
Pentangelo, a Port Authority spokesman. Police said Yacenko sat down next to the victim around 11 p.m. and allegedly
took a bag filled with more than $2,000 worth of camera equipment. The victim described the person to police who found
Yacenko with the bag and the laptop's hard drive allegedly stuffed into the waistband of his pants. On Jan.
28, Garfield police arrested Yacenko after witnesses called to report a man checking car doors along Banta Avenue to
see if they were unlocked.

George Washington Bridge lane closures prompt internal review, lawmaker outrage
By Steve Strunsky
The Star-Ledger
The Port Authority's executive director said the agency is conducting an internal review over the closure of local access
lanes on the George Washington Bridge last month, while a key state lawmaker said she will begin drafting subpoena
resolution to view records from the traffic-snarling incident. "I can tell you that an internal review is under way," executive
director Patrick Foye said after this afternoon's regular meeting of the Port Authority board. The meeting was attended by
state Sen. Loretta Weinberg (0-Bergen), the senate majority leader whose district includes Fort Lee. Weinberg said she
would draft a resolution granting subpoena power over Port Authority documents and testimony to allow the Senate State
Government Committee to look into the closures, which shut down two of three local access lanes to the bridge during the
week of Sept. 9, causing widespread congestion on local streets.
Politician Looking for Answers in George Washington Bridge Jam
By Ted Mann
Wall Street Journal- (Full Text)
A leading New Jersey state legislator said Wednesday she will move to subpoena the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey for more answers about why it abruptly shut off local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge last
month. Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg, a Democrat, said she will introduce a resolution Thursday to empower
the Senate's State Government Committee to issue subpoenas to the Port Authority in the matter, citing a continuing
failure by the bi-state authority to answer questions about why the closures occurred. All but one of the local access
lanes from Fort Lee, N.J., onto the bridge were closed for four straight weekday mornings, beginning Sept. 8, with no
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warning to local officials, police and high-ranking officials of the authority itself, according to people familiar with the matter
and an email message sent to officials reversing the closures. The lane closures triggered massive traffic backups
through Fort Lee, and could have violated state and federal law, Port Authority Executive Director Patrick Faye wrote in an
email that week, ordering the lanes reopened. The email was reviewed by The Wall Street Journal in September. After the
authority's monthly board meeting Wednesday, Mr. Faye said an "internal review" of the lane closures was being
conducted, but provided no other explanation. Bill Baroni, the deputy executive director, declined to comment on the
closures. Through a secretary, Michael Nestor, director of investigations for the authority's Office of Inspector General,
referred questions about the lane closures to an authority spokeswoman. She declined to comment for the inspector
general, but reiterated Mr. Faye's statement that an internal review was ongoing. The lane closure has remained a hot
topic in New Jersey political circles and within the Port Authority itself for two reasons. Mr. Faye's own email seemingly
contradict the original explanation for the closures- that the authority was conducting a traffic study. Several people
familiar with the matter also denied there was a study. Second, Bergen County politicians wondered if the closures had in
fact been ordered to send a message to the Democratic Mayor of Fort Lee, Mark Sokolich, who has so far declined to
endorse Gov. Chris Christie for reelection. Mr. Christie's campaign spokesman has denied that claim, calling the notion
"crazy." And Mr. Sokolich has said he does not believe the governor ordered the closures, but has yet to receive any
explanation of the move. Ms. Weinberg said Wednesday before the Port Authority's monthly board meeting that she
believed the closures had been ordered for political reasons by allies of Mr. Christie at the authority, whom she declined to
name. "Why else the silence?" Ms. Weinberg said. Ms. Weinberg mocked the explanation that the authority was studying
traffic patterns, especially without approval from major sections of the vast agency's bureaucracy, including the Port
Authority police, the Tunnels, Bridges and Terminals division, the Traffic Engineering division, and Mr. Faye, a highranking appointee of New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo. "Ok, where is it?" Ms. Weinberg said of the study. "Who authorized
it? And what were they hoping to study? That they cause back-ups when they close lanes? I could have told them that."
Leaving the authority headquarters, Ms. Weinberg said she believed that Mr. Faye had likely learned the reason for the
lane closures already, and that the authority was hoping the matter would blow over. "I think he knows," she said. A
spokeswoman for Mr. Faye declined to comment. People familiar with the matter have told the Journal that the lane
closures were not part of any formal analysis of traffic patterns. "There was no study," one of those people said in
September.
Port Authority Reviewing GWB Lane Closures in Fort Lee
By Noah Cohen
Fort Lee Patch
The Port Authority has launched an "internal review" into the closure of access lanes from Fort Lee to the George
Washington Bridge last month, a move that snarled local traffic and prompted questions from lawmakers. Port Authority
Executive Director Patrick Faye told the Star-Ledger Wednesday that the agency's review was ongoing. Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-Teaneck), who attended the agency's public board meeting, said she would move to grant
subpoena power over the bi-state authority's testimony and documents to allow a senate committee to probe the closures,
the newspaper reported. Weinberg is among a group of elected officials who have pushed for answers on what prompted
the lane closures. "I'm glad they're taking very small steps, but they're taking much too long," Weinberg said of the
agency's internal review, the Star-Ledger reported.
AVIATION
American Airlines Increases Flights to China, Pares Tokyo Service
By Jack Nicas
Wall Street Journal- (Full Text)
The parent of American Airlines said Wednesday that it will launch the first nonstop flights between Dallas and China next
year, but drop service between New York and Tokyo's downtown Haneda airport because of government restrictions on
its flight schedule. AMR Corp. plans to start nonstop service to Hong Kong and Shanghai from its Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport hub next June. By adding two flights to China and dropping one to Japan, the air carrier will narrow
the gap to its U.S. rivals in flights to Asia, which analysts have viewed as a weakness in its planned merger with US
Airways Group Inc. The new China flights will be preceded by American dropping its loss-making service between New
York's John F. Kennedy International Airport and Haneda on Dec. 1, citing its inability to secure more attractive takeoff
and landing slots. While overseas carriers have complained about the inconvenient slot times, American's move could set
up a scramble among rivals to secure one of only four daily Haneda flights allocated to U.S. airlines. "We are allowed to
operate only during severely restricted hours, limiting our customers' options for connecting flights," American Chief
Commercial Officer Virasb Vahidi said of the Haneda move in a staff memo. "Our decision to finally cancel the service
followed multiple unsuccessful attempts to persuade the U.S. and Japanese governments ... to eliminate all schedule
constraints at Tokyo/Haneda." American won the right to fly to Haneda four years ago following a hard-fought contest that
saw Delta Air Lines Inc. secure two daily flights to the airport from the U.S., while Hawaiian Holdings Inc. unit Hawaiian
2

PA - DW - 000140

Airlines gained a single daily service. The cancellation comes as American and its partner British Airways are pressing the
Japanese government to award more slots at Haneda to their alliance partner, Japan Airlines Co. Some Japanese
politicians have been lobbying for JAL to receive no additional Haneda slots, or at least a smaller allocation than rival ANA
Holdings Inc. British Airways is a unit of International Consolidated Airlines Group. American will continue to operate nine
daily flights from the U.S. to Tokyo's Narita International Airport, which is farther from downtown than Haneda and
generally less preferred by business travelers. It can also sell tickets on JAL's flights between the U.S. and Japan through
the carrier's partnership, including service to New York. American currently serves Beijing from Chicago and Shanghai
from Chicago and Los Angeles. The Dallas flights will be its first service to Hong Kong, which is a special administrative
region of China. American said it would serve Hong Kong with its new flagship aircraft, the Boeing Co. 777-300ER. It
plans to serve Shanghai from Dallas with a 777-200ER, one of which will be freed up by the canceled Haneda service.
Chinese carriers have been boosting flights to the U.S. over the past year, with Air China Ltd. starting a Beijing-Houston
service in July. Starting on Nov. 25, AMR and US Airways are slated to defend their proposed merger from an antitrust
lawsuit filed by the U.S. Department of Justice. "All of these investments lay an important foundation for our pending
merger with US Airways, as we prepare a strong case for our November trial," Mr. Vahidi said in the memo. On
Wednesday, 68 congressional Democrats sent a letter to President Barack Obama, urging his administration to allow the
merger. The lawmakers said the proposed merger would increase competition among airlines, improve service for fliers
and boost local economies where the combined carrier would have a large presence.
The Justice Department has said the merger would hurt airline competition, leading to reduced and more expensive
service for U.S. fliers.
PANYNJ
DA: Thieves rented cars, sold them for cheap
By the Associated Press
The Gazette- (Full Text)
Thieves used counterfeit credit cards and phony driver's licenses created in a suburban man's bedroom to rent luxury
vehicles at airports that were then turned around and sold at deeply discounted prices, a prosecutor said Wednesday.
Authorities recovered 10 automobiles in the scheme, but they said they were still assessing how many vehicles may have
been involved. Suffolk County District Attorney Thomas Spota said investigators suspect some stolen vehicles were
shipped overseas before investigators caught wind of the scheme earlier this year. In one transaction, an undercover
detective bought a 2013 Cadillac for about $2,000, the prosecutor said. "This scheme illustrates to all of us what is
happening today, with not only consumers who use credit cards, but businesses who are accepting credit cards, the
dangers that lurk out there," Spota said. "Unfortunately for the businesses it's a tremendously high loss." Three suspects
were arraigned last week. One of them, identified as Jason Gonzalez, 23, of Lindenhurst, was charged with possessing
and using equipment used to manufacture the phony credit cards and driver's licenses. Defense attorney Jonathan
Manley pointed out his client was not charged with conspiring with the other two in the rental car sales scheme.
Prosecutors said Gonzalez kept the equipment used to create the phony credit cards and driver's licenses in the bedroom
of his parents' home in Lindenhurst. Spota said the identities of several hundred victims were "skimmed" at an
undisclosed retail business in Suffolk County. That information was then used to create phony credit cards, using blank
gift cards that had been shoplifted. The prosecutor said the suspects usually went to airport rental car counters late at
night and rented vehicles for two weeks or more, but never returned them. Paula Rivera, a spokeswoman for Hertz, said
in a statement that the company works closely with law enforcement to recover vehicles that aren't returned on time
without explanation. A representative of the American Car Rental Association did not immediately respond to an inquiry
seeking statistics on the number of rental vehicles that are reported stolen.
DA: 3 charged in rent-to-steal car scam
By Nicole Fuller and John Valenti
Newsday- (Full Text)
Hundreds of Long Islanders were victims of the fraud and dozens of cars were stolen --some sold for substantially less
than retail and others possibly shipped overseas, Suffolk prosecutors said. "The scheme illustrates to all of us what is
happening today to consumers who use their cards, and the businesses ... the dangers that lurk out there," Suffolk
County District Attorney Thomas Spota said at a news conference Wednesday in Hauppauge. Spota announced the
indictments on forgery, car theft and drug charges of three men: Jason Gonzalez, 23, of Lindenhurst, who allegedly
created the fake documents in his bedroom at his parents' home; Felix M. Sanchez, 29, of Brentwood; and Jose A. Lopez,
29, of Bay Shore. Sanchez and Lopez rented and sold the cars, authorities said. A fourth man, Kenneth G. Godfrey, 47, of
Holbrook, was arrested during the investigation and charged with selling marijuana, Spota said. Undercover investigators
from the Suffolk district attorney's office began buying drugs -- marijuana and oxycodone --from Godfrey and the other
men in January of this year, officials said. They learned of the car theft ring through the drug transactions, and purchased
eight cars, valued at about $245,000, for $22,800. "This is just a scheme to get quick money," Spota said. Authorities said
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the scheme worked like this: Using counterfeit cards, two of the suspects rented late-model cars, including a MercedesBenz and a Cadillac, from vendors at LaGuardia, Kennedy and Newark airports, then sold those cars "for pennies on the
dollar." Spota said that in one case, a 2013 Cadillac was sold for just $2,100. Investigators recovered 10 cars in total, but
said dozens were stolen. Authorities said Avis, Hertz, Thrifty and Dollar were among the car-rental vendors victimized
during the operation. Spota said that, using equipment purchased on eBay, Jason Gonzalez used the bedroom of his
parents' Lindenhurst home to "provide his accomplices with authentic-looking drivers' licenses, ID cards, and credit
cards." Those counterfeit cards were then used to rent the cars that were then sold. Exhibits at the news conference
included equipment used to manufacture the fake credit cards, embossing machines, thermal printers, a so-called "tipper
machine" used to imprint raised numbers on fake credit cards with silver or gold foil, skimmer devices used to copy
personal information from victims' cards, blank plastic stock and other materials needed to produced forged cards.

ILA Strike Closes Baltimore Port
Joseph Bonney
Journal of Commerce- (Full Text)
The Port of Baltimore was closed today when International Longshoremen's Association members went on strike after
voting down a proposed local contract with the Steamship Trade Association of Baltimore. Cargo operations at the port
were halted, and terminals were closed to truck traffic. The strike was limited to Baltimore. Other East and Gulf coast ports
are continuing normal operations. ILA Local 333 posted picket lines after overwhelmingly rejecting a local contract that
supplements the six-year coastwide master contract that the ILA negotiated last spring with United States Maritime
Alliance. Baltimore was one of several ports where negotiations on local contracts continued months after settlement of
the coastwide master contract. ILA members at Virginia ratified their local contract on Aug. 30 after voting down two
previous proposals. The ILA's master contract covers container and roll-on, roll-off wages, as well as medical benefits,
container royalties and other coastwide issues. Local contracts cover work rules, pensions and other port-specific issues.
Top ILA and USMX officials traveled to Virginia and Baltimore in August to meet with local negotiators in an effort to work
out a settlement. Federal mediators have been working to broker a deal between the union and employers at Baltimore.
Five ships were in the port today, said Richard Scher, spokesman for the Maryland Port Administration. The MPA
oversees the port's public marine terminals but is not a party to the ILA-employer labor contract or negotiations. "We don't
have a seat at the bargaining table but are encouraging the two sides to come to an agreement," Scher said.
Longshoremen strike, shut down port operations
By Kevin Rector
The Baltimore Sun
All cargo operations at the Port of Baltimore's public marine terminals ground to a halt Wednesday after a local
longshoremen's union failed to ratify a contract agreement with port operators Tuesday night. Crowds of International
Longshoremen's Association Local 333 members stood outside entrances to Dundalk Marine Terminal holding signs
saying, "No contract, no work," and "I LA Port of Baltimore on STRIKE!" The port's 400-foot super post-Panamax cranes
stood quiet and motionless in the distance at Seagirt Marine Terminal, where strikers also gathered. Only a few trucks
passed through the normally busy gates. John Furman, 28, of Essex, who grew up in South Baltimore with a
longshoreman father and grandfather, said he would prefer to be working, but was participating in the strike to ensure he
can provide for his family in coming years.
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From:
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To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Thursday, October 17,2013 5:07PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB toll lane issue

Ted Mann is working on a story for tomorrow's paper based on a letter that Mayor Sokolich allegedly sent to Bill, saying
that he has concluded that the GWB toll lane closings were punitive. The letter also reportedly said that PAPD told
commuters that the closures and traffic were the result of a decision that Mayor Sokolich made. Ted is seeking PA
comment. I will not respond unless instructed otherwise.
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Marsico, Ron
Thursday, October 17, 2013 6:03PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/17/13

Jonathan Schuppe of NBC News online is working on a national story about latent damage caused by the
saltwater effects of Superstorm Sandy. The reporter talked to PA Chief Engineer Peter Zipf about the latent
damage impacts at Port Authority facilities, including Wednesday's Board action on PATH.
Steve Strunsky of The Star-Ledger called seeking statement provided to NYT on the DCM matter. We provided
statement and confirmed basic facts.
Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal called seeking PA comment for a story for tomorrow's paper based on a
letter that Fort Lee Mayor Sokolich allegedly sent to the deputy executive director, saying that the mayor
concluded that the GWB toll lane closings were punitive action taken against him. The letter also reportedly said
that PAPD told commuters that the closures and traffic were the result of a decision that Mayor Sokolich made.
We did not respond.
John Annese of the Staten Island Advance called to inquire whether a 2008 lawsuit was still active. We told the
reporter that the litigation had been resolved.
Various media outlets called this afternoon about a potential breach involving a pre-check passenger that led to
the temporary closing of a security checkpoint at Newark Liberty International Airport. We let reporters know
the passenger was found and cleared and the checkpoint reopened after approximately 30 minutes.
Early this morning, WCBS-880 Radio inquired about reported smoke in an aircraft cockpit that called in for an
emergency landing at JFK. We told the reporter that the aircraft landed safely without incident or injury, and
that the aircraft was cleared.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York-and New Jersey
212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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Public Affairs Broadcast
Thursday, October 17, 2013 6:30PM
Evening Clips 10.17.13

AVIATION
PA to roll out new JFK enviro study Oct. 18
Runway plan draws ire; meeting 10124
The Queens Chronicle
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey will host a public meeting in Rosedale on Oct. 24 to discuss a revised
environmental assessment of a proposal to shift a runway at John F. Kennedy International Airport. The PAis actively
seeking to relocate runway 4L-22R 700 feet to the north of its present position, and add a 500-foot-wide, 1,000-foot-long
safety overrun zone at the end. The overrun zone and the widening of the runway by 150 feet have been mandated by
Congress. The runway is 11,351 feet long. The plans are be'1ng spurred by the desire to accommodate larger commercial
aircraft, such as the Airbus A380.
JFK Shake Shack Wins Foodie Award
The Forum
The Shake Shack that recently opened in John F. Kennedy International Airport's Terminal4 just landed major accolades
from The Moodie Report, which named the spot the "Best Fast Food/Quick Service Restaurant" at the annual Airport Food
and Beverage Awards ceremony. Shake Shack, part of the celebrated restaurateur Danny Meyer's Union Square
Hospitality Group, was selected by a panel of industry experts who assessed a record number of entries from airports and
railway stations around the globe. Shake Shack's location in the newly expanded Terminal 4 on Delta's B Concourse is
operated in partnership with SSP America and is the restaurant's first location in a U.S. airport. Terminal4 is home to 30
international and domestic airlines and boasts an annual passenger volume approaching 15 million people. "We're thrilled
to bring the experience of Shake Shack to JFK," Shake Shack CEO Randy Garutti said in a prepared statement about the
award, which was presented at a ceremony held in Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. "Together with SSP America, we're
working to change the paradigm on what travelers should expect from airport dining."
Newark Airport Passenger Causes Rescreening Delays
ABC Local- (Full Text)
Passengers at a Newark Airport terminal were being rescreened after a passenger passed through security without being
properly screened. TSA agents at Terminal C temporarily stopped screening passengers after a prechecked passenger
who failed the security machine screening left the checkpoint. The passenger was located and passenger rescreenings
have resumed. The brief breach caused delays at the screening areas.
Someone Tried To Get This Amazing Sword Through Security At LaGuardia
By Alex Davies
Business Insider
TSA airport security officers find a lot of crazy and frightening contraband, including a surprising number of swords hidden
in canes. There are enough of these floating around that the TSA has felt the need to clarify the term- and give some
helpful advice- on its blog last year: Sword + Cane = Sword Cane. These seem to be a very common item and the
majority of people who possess them had no idea there was a sword in their cane. Tip- if you have a second-hand cane,
try pulling it apart. You might be surprised. The latest one was discovered at Akron (CAK). Recently, agents at New York's
LaGuardia Airport found what is without doubt the coolest sword cane we've ever seen.

Lawmakers Seek Subpoenas in George Washington Bridge Investigation
By Ted Mann and Heather Haddon
Wall Street Journal- (Full Text)
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A leader of the New Jersey Senate moved to subpoena the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey Thursday, in an
escalating dispute over the closure of lanes onto the George Washington Bridge that snarled local traffic last month.
Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg introduced a resolution Thursday to grant a Senate committee subpoena powers to
investigate the incident. The resolution, which was reviewed by The Wall Street Journal, would empower the Senate State
Government, Wagering, Tourism and Historic Preservation Committee to compel testimony and records from the authority
in its investigation. It would have to be approved by the full Senate before taking effect, though no vote has been
scheduled yet. The local access lanes were closed during the week of Sept. 9, apparently without notifying a host of
officials, including executives at the authority, police and leaders of Fort Lee, N.J. The borough was inundated with traffic
jams related to the closures, local leaders said, until Port Authority Executive Director Patrick Faye learned of the closures
and ordered them reversed. In an email to other authority executives, Mr. Faye said the closures had potentially
endangered lives and violated state and federal law. In a written statement from its press office, the Port Authority later
explained that the lanes had been closed because of a previously unannounced traffic study, but the authority has
declined to provide any evidence or findings from the study, and Mr. Faye's email cast doubt on that explanation because
it revealed that the relevant offices within the authority had never been notified that the closures would occur. In Bergen
County political circles, people familiar with the matter said the closures were seen as a gesture from Gov. Chris Christie's
appointees at the Port Authority to Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich, a Democrat who had been asked- two weeks before
the closures- to endorse Mr. Christie's reelection. On Sept. 12, the fourth day of the lane closures, Mr. Sokolich wrote a
personal appeal to a Port Authority Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni, a Christie ally, pleading for the lanes to be
reopened. In a letter stamped "PERSONAL" and not copied to other executives at the authority, which was reviewed by
the Journal, Mr. Sokolich asks if the closures are punishment of some sort. "Having received absolutely no notice of this
decision, not having obtained any response to our multiple inquiries concerning same, and try as we may to understand
its rationale without the benefit of a response from the Port Authority, we are reaching the conclusion that there are
punitive overtones associated with this initiative," Mr. Sokolich wrote. "What other conclusion could we possibly reach?"
Mr. Sokolich has since softened that opinion, and told The Journal at the end of September that the notion that the
closures were punitive was simply "rumors." A campaign spokesman for Mr. Christie has called the idea "crazy." In the
letter, Mr. Sokolich also says that Port Authority police at the bridge told commuters that the closures and subsequent
traffic jams were "the result of a decision that I, as the Mayor, recently made." Ms. Weinberg said this week that she
believes the lane closures were intended as political gesture, not for a legitimate traffic study. Mr. Faye and spokesmen at
the authority's press office would say only that the closures are the subject of an "internal review." He didn't give an
estimate for the completion of the review.

Port of New York and New Jersey Debuts Online Rail Services Tool
By the Daily News
Canadian Transportation and Logistics
As part of its ongoing commitment to provide its client base with state-of-the-art conveniences, the Port of New York and
New Jersey has debuted another powerful online service, the lntermodal Rail Services Tool, said a release. Via the tool's
simple interface, users can input departure points and destinations for all ExpressRail trains inbound to and outbound
from the port and its various hubs. The tool displays a listing of all trains that make the specified run, including which
service provider handles the route (CSX, Norfolk Southern, Canadian-Pacific Railways, or combinations thereof), any
applicable cut off times, and departure times for trains on separate days of the week. "We're pleased to offer this type of
value added service," said Dennis Lombardi, Deputy Director of Port Commerce at The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey.

Baltimore ILA Strike Goes to Arbitration
Joseph Bonney
Journal of Commerce- (Full Text)
A longshoremen's union local and employer representatives plan to meet with an arbitrator on Oct. 18 to try to resolve a
strike that idled public docks at the Port of Baltimore for a second day today. Members of International Longshoremen's
Association Local 333 struck on Oct. 16 after voting down a proposed local contract with the Steamship Trade Association
of Baltimore. The port's other ILA locals refused to cross the picket lines. The container ship CCNI Antofagasta left port
today without discharging its cargo, said Richard Scher, spokesman for the Maryland Port Administration. The ship's next
scheduled call is Charleston. The CCNI Antofagasta's departure left four ships idled at MPA docks. Additional vessels are
anchored outside the port "in a wait-and-see mode," Scher said. The port administration is not a party to the contract
between the ILA and its employers, or to their negotiations. However, Scher said the Steamship Trade Association
advised that the union and employer association were scheduled to meet Friday with the arbitrator. "We're hopeful they
can resolve this," Scher said. The strike is limited to Baltimore's public docks, and has not affected non-ILA bulk
operations. Other East and Gulf coast ports where ILA workers are employed are continuing normal operations. The local
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contract in Baltimore is a supplementary agreement to the six-year coastwide master contract that the ILA negotiated last
spring with United States Maritime Alliance, the employers' coastwide umbrella organization. Baltimore was one of several
ports where local negotiations continued after the master contract was settled. ILA members at Virginia ratified their local
contract on Aug. 30 after voting down two previous proposals. The ILA's master contract covers container and roll-on, rolloff wages, as well as medical benefits, container royalties and other coastwide issues. Local contracts cover work rules,
pensions and other port-specific issues. Top ILA and USMX officials traveled to Virginia and Baltimore in August to meet
with local negotiators in an effort to work out a settlement. Federal mediators have been working to broker a deal between
the union and employers at Baltimore. Local 333 said it had filed a charge with the National Labor Relations Board,
accusing the Steamship Trade Association of refusing to bargain in good faith. The employer association contends Local
333 is violating a no-strike clause in the master contract. The master contract was signed last spring after nearly a year of
contentious negotiations that included threats of a coastwide strike.
ILA strike shuts down Baltimore terminals
By Chris Dupin
American Shipper- (Full Text)
A strike by members of the International Longshoremen's Association shut down the Port of Baltimore's public terminals
on Wednesday and was continuing on Thursday. Richard Scher, a spokesman for the Maryland Port Administration, said
ships at the port's public marine terminals were not being worked. Work on five ships was idled on Wednesday. Private
terminals that handle commodities such as coal, sugar and salt remain open. Scher said mediators were to meet with
representatives from Local333 of the ILA and employers represented by the Steamship Trade Association (STA) of
Baltimore on Thursday. While ILA union members approved a national master contract in April, ILA members were
continuing to negotiate local Baltimore issues with the STA. Local 333, which represents Longshoremen and Cargo
Repairmen and is the largest local in the port, said its members went on strike after its members "soundly rejected" a local
contract. Three other ILA locals in Baltimore have approved local contracts. In a press release, the union said its
members were "protesting the companies' refusal to negotiate in good faith over a new contract covering the workers
terms and conditions of employment." Local 333 said it had filed charges with the National Labor Relations Board against
the STA. "Despite Local 333's efforts to negotiate an agreement, which included mediation under the auspices of Federal
Mediation and Conciliation Service, the STA has refused to bargain over subjects that are mandatory under the law, and
has engaged in other conduct inimical to reaching agreement," Local 333 said in its press release. The union was "eager
to enter into a new contract with the STA," said Local 333 President Riker McKenzie. 'We cannot accept STA's refusal to
negotiate over matters that the law requires them to negotiate." Neither McKenzie nor Michael P. Angelos, the president
of the STA, were immediately available for comment on exactly what the issues preventing an agreement were. Scher
noted that the Maryland Port Authority is not involved in the negotiations, but the agency said in a statement it "continues
to strongly encourage both sides to reach an agreement." The American Association of Port Authorities says in 2012,
Baltimore handled 677,876 TEU, making it the 16th busiest container port in the country. Baltimore is also a leading port
for roll-on, roll-off cargo and bulk cargo. In terms of cargo volume, 33.4 million tons of waterborn foreign trade moved
through the Baltimore Customs district, making it the 12 busiest in the nation, according to Census Bureau statistics cited
by the AAPA.

Angry Atheists Continue Relentless Attack on the Ground Zero Cross
By Matthew Clark
American Center for Law and Justice
Following a big victory for the Ground Zero Cross earlier this year, where a federal judge threw out an atheist lawsuit to
tear down the Cross, angry atheists are now appealing that ruling to a federal appeals court. The Ground Zero Cross, two
intersecting steel beams found in the wreckage of the World Trade Center, became a symbol of hope and healing for first
responders on the ground in the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks and for thousands of Americans across the nation.
Angry atheists, from the particularly vitriolic American Atheists, demanded that it be torn down. They attempted to make a
federal case of their hurt feelings and lost. The trial court correctly noted that the Cross was a historic artifact- an actual
piece of 9/11 history. It really meant something to those affected.
Inspector general's report says contractor used fraud to win WTC contracts
By Steve Strunsky
Star Ledger
A Canadian businessman is under criminal investigation after an inspector general's report found that he fraudulently
obtained hundreds of millions of dollars in World Trade Center construction contracts intended for women or minorityowned firms, officials from the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey said. The investigation involved findings by the
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Port Authority Inspector General's office that the businessman, Larry Davis, set up a front company to qualify for the steel
contracts, then farmed out the work to non-minority firms. A Port Authority official familiar with the investigation who
insisted on anonymity because criminal charges had not yet been filed, said the inspector general's report had been
referred to the U.S. Attorney's office fo the Southern District of New York and that an indictment against Davis was
anticipated soon. The investigation, first reported by the New York Times, is continuing, the official said.
WTC contractor to face criminal fraud charges: report
The Real Deal
DCM Erectors, the contractor installing the steel skeletons of the office tower at 1 World Trade Center and the Port
Authority of New York & New Jersey's $3.4 billion transportation hub, has been targeted in federal and state probes for
alleged criminal fraud. Larry Davis, DCM's owner, has been accused of shirking requirements to hire a particular
percentage of subcontractors run by minorities or women, the New York Times reported, citing unnamed sources. By
depriving the businesses of work on large projects, DCM misused millions of dollars, sources said. The 18-month-long
investigation focused on construction at the World Trade Center Transportation Hub and the office tower. DCM has
completed about $1 billion total in work so far on the projects. Davis is likely to be charged with mail and wire fraud and
money laundering, the Times reported. The Port Authority advanced money to DCM in an effort to keep the construction
on track, as reported last year.
PANYNJ
Police: N.C. man trying to cross GWB was carrying loaded shotgun
By Dan lver
NJ.com
A North Carolina man attempting to cross the George Washington Bridge Tuesday was arrested after being caught with a
loaded shotgun in his car, police said. Jeremy Brewton, 28, of Charlotte, was headed toward the bridge's upper level toll
plaza in Fort Lee at around 11:57 a.m. when Det. T.J. Cullen noticed his minivan had heavily tinted windows, according to
Capt. Thomas Ottina. Cullen ran the vehicle's license plate, and pulled Brewton over after finding that his North Carolina
registration was suspended. An odor of marijuana was present in the van, Ottina said, and Cullen received Brewton's
consent to search the vehicle, eventually finding a 12-gauge Mossberg shotgun loaded with two slugs.

4

PA - DW - 000148

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Thursday, October 17, 2013 7:37PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Wall Street Journal

Ted Mann just e-mailed an additional query on the GWB toll lane issue. Ted said he was told by sources that David was in
Fort Lee directing the lane closure operation on Sept 9 and Ted is asking why he was there. He plans to include this
information in his story tomorrow. I will not respond unless directed otherwise.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Foye, Patrick
Thursday, October 17, 2013 7:46PM
Coleman, Steve; Baroni, Bill; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Wall Street Journal

Defer to Bill.

-----Original Message ----From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 07:37 PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal
Ted Mann just e-mailed an additional query on the GWB toll lane issue. Ted said he was told by sources that David was in
Fort Lee directing the lane closure operation on Sept 9 and Ted is asking why he was there. He plans to include this
information in his story tomorrow. I will not respond unless directed otherwise.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Lado, Tina
Friday, October 18,2013 9:37AM
'Samson, David'; Rechler, Scott
Baroni, Bill; Faye, Patrick; Buchbinder, Darrell; Eastman, Karen; Wildstein, David; Ma, John;
Garten, David; Simon, Brian; MacSpadden, Lisa
NJ Legislative update

Chairman Samson, Vice Chairman Rechler:
Although there is not yet any text available, yesterday Senate Resolution 127 was introduced by NJ Senators loretta
Weinberg and Raymond Lesniak. The resolution "Constitutes Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and
Historic Preservation Committee as special committee to investigate lane closures implemented by Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey; grants committee subpoena power."

As soon as text is available, I will forward it to you (and law) for review.

Tina Lado
NJ Director, Government & Community Relations

111£ PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
tlado@panynj.gov
212·4 3)·6903
http://www. ranyn j .gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Monday, October21, 2013 7:51AM
Morning Clips 10.21.13

TB&T
Get To The Bottom of Bridge Blunder: Editorial
Star-Ledger Editorial Board- Full Text
Still no sign of the phantom "traffic study" that grid locked Fort Lee last month. And there's still no explanation from the
Port Authority of New York and New Jersey, which caused the traffic jams by closing two-thirds the George Washington
Bridge's local toll lanes for days. Sen. Loretta Weinberg (D-Bergen) has asked the Port Authority for answers and gotten
none. So on Thursday, she moved to subpoena the agency's honchos to Trenton and answer her questions there- this
time, under penalty of perjury. Lawmakers should demand full disclosure and schedule immediate hearings. Weinberg's
questions are fair. Why were the lanes closed without notice? More to the point: Did Gov. Chris Christie's Port Authority
minions order the shutdown because Fort Lee's Democratic mayor, Mark Sokolich, refused to endorse the governor's reelection bid? To recap: Two of the GWB's three local-access lanes from Fort Lee were closed on Sept. 9, catching locals
oft-guard. The agency blamed an unnamed traffic study, though officials in charge of such studies told reporters they
didn't know anything. Traffic choked Fort Lee for three days until Patrick Faye, the Port Authority's executive director,
ordered the lanes re-opened. On Wednesday- more than a month after the mayhem- Faye said an internal review
was underway. Nothing else. The persistent rumor is "Christie's revenge." Weinberg wondered whether it was the
brainchild of the governor's Port Authority "frat boys." (Christie's campaign staff called that idea "crazy.") This
irresponsible bridge blockade risked catastrophe: What if an ambulance or firetruck were stuck in politically driven
gridlock? The Port Authority's official silence is telling. New Jersey lawmakers must give Weinberg the subpoena power
she's asking for without hesitation. Once Port Authority brass are seated in Trenton, there's one line of questioning that
matters: Prove this elusive traffic study exists, or admit the lie.

PANYN.J
Editorial: Water Tunnel Shows What Gov't Must Do Best
AMNY - Editorial
It's not something instantly visible like the Brooklyn Bridge or the Roman aqueducts-- massive public works
that inspire oohs and aahs for generations. But last week, as Mayor Michael Bloomberg turned a ceremonial
valve and let water gush through a brand-new section of Water Tunnel No.3, he proved that, no matter what
you may have heard, government can still do the vital, costly, unglamorous work that makes our city hum. Just
don't expect blinding speed. Water Tunnel No. 3 was conceived in 1954. Work began in the 1970s. Recessions
came and went, mayors reigned and departed, children were born and had kids of their own, progress stopped
and started.

NJ Faces Hefty Pricetag For Rail Tunnel, Transportation Projects
NJ Spotlight
Two years from now, New Jersey's governor and Legislature will not only have to come up with an $8 billion
plan to fund the Transportation Trust Fund for another five years, but also $3 billion or more if they want New
Jersey Transit trains to be able to use Amtrak's Gateway Tunnel into New York's Penn Station. These are two
of the most difficult fiscal challenges that the winner of the November 5 gubernatorial election will face, and
Republican Gov. Chris Christie and his challenger, Sen. Barbara Buono (D-Middlesex), staked out opposing
positions on the importance of a new rail tunnel long before the campaign began. The Obama administration
demonstrated its commitment to the $13.5 billion Gateway Tunnel project when it started construction 17 days
ago on a $185 million concrete casement under the Hudson Yards in Manhattan for the rail tunnel to run
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through. The 800-foot-long "tunnel box" is scheduled for completion in October 2015 --about the same time
Northeast Corridor environmental impact studies are scheduled to be completed- and that's when financing
plans have to be put into place.
Aviation
Long Island Man Arrested at JFK with Knives, Scissors After Trying to Board JetBlueFiight
Thomas Tracy
Daily News
This carry-on bag was a cut above the rest. Port Authority cops cuffed a 29-year-old Long Island man they said was trying
to board a JetBiue flight at JFK Airport with more than a dozen knives, including an illegal "trench knife" attached to a set
of brass knuckles, officials said.

JFK Passenger Busted with Knives in Carry-On Bag
Matt McNulty
NY Post
A Long Island man was arrested Saturday afternoon after he was caught at Kennedy Airport with a startling variety of
knives, scissors and lighters in his carry-on bag. Timothy Schiavo Jr., 29, of Patchogue, had been trying to board a
JetBiue flight when his bag was sent through a scanner. He was taken into custody when the machine displayed two
illegal knives. One was a trench knife, which can be attached to brass knuckles; the other was a hunting knife with a blade
longer than four inches. He had eight other blades, including scissors and pocket knives, authorities said. It was not clear
where he had planned to travel before his destination was abruptly changed to a police station. He was charged with
criminal possession of weapons.

Long Island Man Arrested at JFK with Dozens of Knives and Scissors in Carry-On Bag
Alyssa Zauderer
WPIX- 11
An airline passenger was arrested at JFK airport on Saturday for trying to bring a collection of weapons on board.
According to Port Authority Police, 29-year-old Timothy Schiavo Jr. of Patchogue was carrying five pairs of scissors and
more than a dozen knives when he was flagged at security. One of the knives included an illegal trench knife attached to
a set of brass knuckles.
·

Man Arrested at JFK For Trying To Bring Bag of Knives on Plane
Gothamist- Full Text
A Long Island man allegedly tried to smuggle a number of knives onto a plane at John F. Kennedy Airport yesterday,
including a trench knife and several pairs of scissors. He was nabbed by security and has since been arrested, and it's
unclear where he was planning to take all those blades. Cops say 29-year-old Timothy Schiavo Jr., a Patchogue resident,
sent his bag through a security screener at a Terminal 5 checkpoint yesterday afternoon, and was reportedly set to board
a JetBiue flight shortly thereafter. But authorities say the machines spotted a number of ostensible weapons in Schiavo's
bag, including two illegal knifes: the trench knife-which has metal knuckles on the handle of the blade-and a a hunting
knife. They also say they found a number of pocket knives, scissors, matches and lighters, with ten blades recovered in
total. Schiavo was promptly arrested and charged with criminal possession of weapons. Authorities have not released his
flight destination, and it's unclear how he thought he'd get on a plane with all that gear; JFK security might have its
problems, but if they can catch someone wearing a diaper full of cocaine, they'll probably notice your bag of knives.
Probably.

Port Commerce
Port Posts Record Levels, But Concerns Loom
Robert McCabe
The Virginian-Pilot
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If it were a soap opera, it might well be titled "As the Port Churns." Over the past few years, the Virginia Port
Authority has had more than a melodrama's worth of upheavals- the firing of most of its board, the departure
of the port's two senior executives and two rounds of controversial bids to privatize terminal operations.
Despite all that, the port has posted record cargo levels. But a cloud hovers. Rail logjams and concerns about the
cost of shipping through the port threaten to end the string of good-news twists in the Hampton Roads
waterfront story. Congestion at the port first became acute in August 2012 when rail operations gridlocked one
weekend at the APM Terminals facility in Portsmouth, which the Port Authority leases. Top rail and port
executives gathered at a hastily called meeting to find a fix.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

Coleman, Steve
Thursday, October 24, 2013 5:59PM
Marsico, Ron; 'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma,
John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David; Coleman,
Steve
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report: 10/24/13

Approximately 37 media representatives attended an event at the World Trade Center site today to mark the
opening of the World Trade Center West Concourse, which provides an underground walkway linking the WTC
PATH Station on the east to the Brookfield Place Pavilion and Battery Park City Ferry Terminal on the west end.
Claire Trapasso of the NY Daily News is working on a story about the additional runway safety zone area being
added to Runway 4L22R at JFK International Airport in advance of public hearings that start tonight. Interim
Aviation Director Thomas Bosco explained this is a federal safety mandate and will not change existing flight
routes/noise on landings for residents in Springfield Gardens and Rosedale, Queens.
Media Relations is staffing tonight's first community meeting in Queens regarding the environmental
assessment for the enhanced safety zones on Runway 4L22R at JFK International Airport.
Allegra Kirkland of The Nation magazine called regarding efforts to unionize workers at the Port Authority's
airports. We let the reporter know these are workers employed by the airlines and restaurants/shops at the
airports and she should reach out to those employers.
Matt McGrath of the Bergen Record called about a PAPD police chase involving a driver on the GWB this
morning at about 4 am. He was told the chase was called off for safety reasons.
Rohan Mohanty of Chasing NJ (news web site) called seeking comment on the issues surrounding last month's
closing of GWB toll lanes used by Fort Lee residents. We did not respond.
Rosellen O'Connor of National Resource News inquired about the number of jobs created by the Bayonne Bridge
project. We sent her a copy of the April 24'h press release, which detailed the project and noted the number of
jobs created.
Vincent Cali\ of Infrastructure Journal inquired about how Transfield Services dropping out of the Goethals
Bridge consortium affects the project. Response pending.

PA - DW - 000155

From:
Sent:
Subject:

Valens, Chris
Saturday, October 26, 2013 7:35AM
Morning Clips 10.26.13

Aviation
Port Authority changes JFK runway plan to save 800 trees
By Rich Sackmann
Queens Times Ledger
The Port Authority has modified a runway rehabilitation plan at JFK Airport that would have brought planes in lower over
areas of southeast Queens and required perhaps as many as 800 trees to be removed from Idlewild Park. New federal
regulations mandate that airports provide safety areas at the ends of runways for aircraft that come in short on landings,
run long on takeoffs or veer off the runways. In response to a preliminary plan the Port Authority put out last year to
rehabilitate a runway directly across from Idlewild Park, the city Parks Department tagged more than 700 trees in the
spring it said would either have to be pruned or taken down if the agency got the thumbs up for its plan. In a revised
assessment released last week, however, the Port Authority scrapped parts of the plan that would have brought planes in
lower over Queens.
Is It a Good Idea to Put a Farmers' Market in an Airport?
By L. V. Anderson
Slate Magazine
JetBiue, one of the least bad airlines to fly (in my experience), announced plans this week to open a pop-up farmers'
market in its terminal at Kennedy Airport in New York at the end of October. The market, whose vendors will sell not only
fresh fruits and vegetables but also non-perishables like pickles and jams, will also feature carnivalesque attractions like
"education stations, a harvest-themed photo booth, a bike blender for people-powered smoothies, a com posting pile with
live worms, and a recycling game." "This Green market will help local food and beverage companies better market their
products, increase their sales and further build their brands to an audience outside the borders of the Empire State," said
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo, according to the press release announcing for the market, which-like the rest of
New York City's farmers' markets-will be produced by a nonprofit called GrowNYC. On its face, the market seems to
warrant Cuomo's praise. What better way to advertise the Green market and raise awareness about independent
producers than to sell their delicious wares in one of the most heavily trafficked locations in the city?
TB&T
Fort Lee lane closures controversy
By Kate Mosso
Chasing NJ
The Port Authority closed two of three lanes in Fort Lee, N.J., near the George Washington Bridge for four days starting
September 9, 2013, resulting in gridlock traffic. Many people, including state Sen. Loretta Weinberg, the area senator, are
outraged that there is still no answer on the closures. Originally, Port Authority spokespeople said the closings were due
to a "traffic study," a statement Deputy Executive Director Bob Baroni, an appointee of New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie,
backed up. But then the Executive Director Patrick Faye, an appointee of New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, sent out a
scathing letter to the whole agency saying there was no traffic study, the closures might be illegal, and that it goes against
everything the authority stands for. Fort Lee Mayor Tom Sokolich wrote an email Baroni in September, saying he couldn't
reach him, his community suffered greatly from the closures.
Happy birthday George Washington Bridge! See rare 1981 interview with the man who crossed it ON HORSE on
the first day
By Marvin Scott
WPIX
This video and story aired on WP/X on Oct. 25, 1981, the 50th anniversary of the George Washington Bridge. We present
it on the occasion of bridge's 82nd birthday, some 32 years after this piece aired on Channe/11. This is the original text
and video by Marvin Scott. California has the Golden Gate, Maryland has the Chesapeake Bay Bridge, and New Jersey
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and New York-- they share the George Washington Bridge. The steel span that connects the two states is celebrating its
50'" anniversary on Sunday. The George Washington Bridge stands as a towering monument to man's genius and ability
to build. In 3,500 feet of steel and concrete, it leaps over the Hudson River in a single bound, and hangs suspended
between water and sky. With its massive twin towers rising 600 feet above the water, "George", as the bridge is
affectionately known, stands the third largest suspension bridge in the world. And with a total of 14 lanes, it's the only one
of its kind. Since its opening, almost 2 billion vehicles have crossed the bridge, 82 million last year alone. A far cry from
the mere 55,000 that made the trip on October 25, 1931- that's 55,000 vehicles and one horse, ridden by one 27-yearold Morton Salomon, an adventurer who simply wanted to be the first.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

TOPIC:

Duffy, Daniel
Monday, October 28, 2013 9:40AM
Fedorko, Michael; Fulton, Cedrick
Archie, Gwendolyn; Buchbinder, Darrell; Coleman, Steve; DiMarco, Gretchen; Eastman,
Karen; Gardner, Michael; Handel, Linda; Lado, Tina; Ma, John; Marsico, Ron; MacSpadden,
Lisa; McDonough, John; Qureshi, Ann; Simon, Brian; Stickelman, Timothy; Tredy, Pat; Van
Duyne, Sheree; Wildstein, David
FOI REQUEST REFERENCE NO. 14364- TED MANN (WALL STREET JOURNAL)
FOI Request No. 14364.pdf

Request for copies of all closed-circuit or surveillance video of the George Washington Bridge,
including toll plazas, walkways, approaching traffic lanes, and other Port Authority offices and
structures, for the morning of Sept. 9, 2013, from 5 a.m. through 10 a.m.

Attached is a Freedom of Information request for your handling. Your response is due within three (3) business davs.

YOUR RESPONSE SHOULD INCLUDE RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO ANY SUGGESTED REDACTIONS.
PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU CITE THE SPECIFIC EXEMPTION.
Your written response should include any financial, policy or public relation concerns associated with the release of this
material. Any staff representing you on this review should be thoroughly familiar with current departmental policy and
business matters to represent your direct views in this matter.
o

o
o

If no records are found, please confirm that fact in writing. Please ensure that your search for records
covers any copies at the facilities or off-site storage facilities.
Please note that new documents should not be created in response to this request.
Whenever possible, your response should be sent in electronic format, since it will be posted to the Port
Authority's website

Please keep track of time spent searching for records. This does not include time spent retrieving or copying the
responsive records. Your response should note the amount of time, if greater than an hour, and the pay level of
the person performing the search.
If you have any questions pertaining to the attached request, please call Dan Duffy at (212) 435-2542 or Ann Qureshi at
212-435-6657.

Daniel D. Duffy
Freedom of Information Administrator
Office of the Secretary
The Port Authority of NY & NJ
225 Park Avenue South, 17th Floor
New York, NY 10003
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From;

ted.mann@wsj.com
Tuesday, October 22,2013 9:16AM
Duffy, Daniel
Torres Rojas, Genara; Van Ouyne, Sheree; Qureshi, Ann
Freedom of Information Online Request Form

Sent
To;
Cc;

Subject:

Information:
First Name: Tt.•d
Lc:st Namo..·: ~-l:trm
Cnmpany: Tht.: \Vall Stn.:l'L .lournal
ivlailing Address I: 1211 :\ vl!nue of the :\mericas
Mailing Address 2: 5th Floor
City: ~cw York
Stmc: NY
Zip Code: I OOYi

Email ,\ddn:ss:

l.£9J.ll;!!!Jl({llw~L~l.:_n

Phone: 2124162660
Rt'quin:J copi~s oftht"

r~cord:;:

Yl's

List uf speci lie recorJ(s):
All dos~J-circuit or smvdllance video of th~.: Georgi.! Washington Bridg~:, induUing toll plaza~, \\'alkW<l)'S 1
approaching traffic Lutes. nnd other Port ,\uthority ofliccs and structure~. for the morning ofSr:pt. 9. 2013, from

5 a.m. through I 0 <Lin.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, October 28, 2013 2:49 PM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Wildstein, David; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Star Ledger inquiry

Steve Strunsky is working on a story based on a letter sent last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to Bill regarding
the closing of the GWB local access lanes in early September. Steve is asking if we responded to the letter, and if we
have included our investigation into this matter. I will not respond unless directed otherwise to do so.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Valens, Chris
Monday, October 28, 2013 7:43PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 10/28/13

Julie Satow of the New York Times is asking, for background purposes, if the Port Authority ever finalized an
agreement with UTEX Holdings LLC for the disposal of dredge materials from the Port Authority's 50-foot
channel deepening project We told the reporter that the agreement was finalized in July 2009.
Steve Strunsky of the Star Ledger is working on a story based on a letter sent last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark
Sokolich to the Deputy Executive Director regarding the closing of the GWB local access lanes in early
September. Steve is asking if we responded to the letter, and if we have included our investigation into this
matter. We did not respond.
Reporters from local media outlets and Iceland have been invited to an lcelandair event tonight at Newark
Liberty International Airport as the carrier kicks off service between Newark and Iceland this evening. Newark
Liberty GM Huntley Lawrence is the PA's representative at the event
Various local media outlets called regarding report of a fire at the former Pan Am Worldport demolition site at
JFK Airport. We let the reporters know the scene was quickly cleared, there were no injuries and minimal
disruptions to air and vehicular traffic.
Media Relations is staffing tonight's second community meeting on the JFK Runway 4L22R safety zone project in
Floral Park.
Antonio Antenucci from the NY Post called about a jumper off the GWB last evening body. We provided basic
details.
Over the weekend, Media Relations proactively pitched a story about Saturday's arrest by PAPD of a Tennessee
man on charges that he tried to board a flight at JFK Airport with two pistols and two rifles in a carry-on bag.
Numerous media picked up the story.
Over the weekend, the New York Post inquired about the arrest of two men on charges of stealing $38,000 of
fresh fish from a cargo facility at JFK Airport on Saturday.
Over the weekend, the Daily News and the Cliffview Pilot inquired about the arrest of a man at the Port
Authority Bus Terminal on Saturday on charges of felony robbery for robbing a man at knifepoint
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Wednesday, November 06, 2013 10:55 AM
Samson, David; 'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Wildstein, David; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa; Danielides, Philippe; Garten, David
Wall Street Journal story/GWB

All:
We were contacted this morning by Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal, who informed us that he is writing another
story about the September closing of the GWB local access lanes. The story will be published tomorrow. Ted told us that
the story will lead with a description of David Wildstein's order to Bob Durando and Cedrick Fulton to close the local
access lanes on the bridge in early September and also will note that David visited the bridge that Monday morning- the
first day of the closings-- to make sure the order was carried out and to observe the traffic conditions. The story will
further refute any notion that this was part of a traffic study. Ted is looking to give several people in the Port Authority
leadership an opportunity to comment, including the chair, vice chair, Pat, Bill, David, Bob Durando and Cedrick. Ted
also mentioned that he may try to reach these individuals through other means. We will not respond to this inquiry
unless directed to do so.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•
•
•

•
•
•

Valens, Chris
Wednesday, November 06, 2013 6:18PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wild stein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 11/06/13

Media Relations is staffing tonight's community meeting with the Port Authority and FAA on aircraft noise in
Maspeth, Queens.
Tina Moore of the NY Daily News asked for a comment from CSO Dunne being a potential candidate for NYPD.
We apprised the CSO's office of the request.
Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal is working on a story about the September closing of the GWB local access
lanes. The story will contain more detail on how the closing transpired and he gave several people in Port
Authority leadership an opportunity to comment. We did not respond.
Stephen Smith from Next City inquired about the cost of the World Trade Center West Concourse. We provided
the cost.
Judy Rife of the Times-Herald Record (Middletown, N.Y.) is following up on stories during the late summer/early
fall regarding Boingo's Wi-Fi services at Port Authority facilities. Response pending.
Jason Kaplan of the Cornwall Local newspaper in the Hudson Valley inquired about artwork displays by local
students in the Stewart International Airport terminal. We let the reporter know that various schools, including
Cornwall, participate on a rotating basis.
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Albiez, Cheryl Ann
Friday, November 08, 2013 7:30AM
Morning Clips 11.8.13

4 World Trade Center Ribbon-Cutting Set For Next Week
But Workers Not Expected To Occupy Offices Until Early 2015
CBSNewYork/AP
One World Trade Center with its symbolically freighted I ,776-foot spire is the marquee skyscraper at
downtown Manhattan's ground zero, but the first office tower to officially open there will be its shorter
neighbor, 4 World Trade Center. Officials are planning a ribbon-cutting ceremony next Wednesday for 4 World
Trade, an elegant 978-foot building, designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Fumihiko Maki. "We want
people to come and experience this both as a great office building but also a sense of accomplishment that
we've really turned the corner on rebuilding the World Trade Center and creating a better New York," said
Janno Lieber, head of World Trade Center construction for developer Larry Silverstein. The ribbon-cutting for 4
World Trade doesn't mean people will be working in its offices any time soon. The Port Authority ofNew York
and New Jersey, which owns the trade center site and lost its headquarters when the twin towers were destroyed
in the 2001 terrorist attacks, is leasing 600,000 square-feet in 4 World Trade but doesn't expect to move in until
early 2015. The agency can now start building out its office space.

4 World Trade Center first tower at WTC site set to open
Ivan Pereira, amNewYork
Newsday
A new and long-awaited chapter in downtown Manhattan's resurgence after 9/11 begins next week when the
first tower of the 16-acre World Trade Center site officially opens. At 977 feet, 4 World Trade Center may be
dwarfed in comparison with its neighbor, I World Trade Center, the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere
at I ,776 feet, but the tower's architect said its relatively modest height doesn't diminish its effect on the
neighborhood. Osamu Sassa, the chief architect for the building that opens Nov. 13, said he and his team
worked to make sure the structure not only fits in downtown.

Tower opposite NYC's 9/11 memorial set to open
The Associated Press
Las Vegas Sun- Full Text
One World Trade Center is the marquee skyscraper at ground zero in lower Manhattan. But the first office
tower to officially open there will be its shorter neighbor, 4 World Trade Center. The ribbon-cutting will be next
Wednesday for the 978-foot building, designed by prize-winning architect Fumihiko Maki (foo-meh-HEE'-koh
MAH'-kee). The building faces the Sept. II memorial's south reflecting pool. The Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey expects to move into 4 World Trade in 2015. The authority lost its home in the twin towers
during the 200 I terror attacks, and next week's official opening means it can start building out its new office
space. One World Trade, with its 1,776-foot spire, is expected to officially open sometime in 2014 ..

World Trade Center tower opposite 9/11 memorial set to open Wednesday
Karen Matthews, The Associated Press
Troy Record
1
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One World Trade Center, with its symbolically freighted 1,776-foot spire, is the marquee skyscraper at
downtown Manhattan's ground zero, but the first office tower to officially open there will be its shorter
neighbor, 4 World Trade Center. Officials are planning a ribbon-cutting ceremony Wednesday for 4 World
Trade, an elegant 978-foot building, designed by Pritzker Prize-winning architect Fumihiko Maki. Four
World Trade Center ready to open for business
The Associated Press
KPV!News6

One World Trade Center is the flagship skyscraper at the ground zero development in lower Manhattan, but the
first office tower to officially open there will be its shorter neighbor, Four World Trade Center. The ribboncutting will be held next Wednesday for Four World Trade-- a 978-foot building designed by prize-winning
architect Fumihiko Maki. It is located on the southeast comer of the World Trade Center complex, and faces the
Sept. II memorial's south reflecting pool. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey expects to move
into Four World Trade Center in early 2015. The agency lost its original home in the twin towers during the
2001 terror attacks. Next week's official opening means that the authority can start building out the office space
on the floors it is leasing.
Status report on World Trade Center development
amNEWYORK
Newsday- Full Text

I World Trade Center- The flagship building, which at 104 floors is the tallest building in the Western
Hemisphere, is in the midst of its final construction phase. The tower, which is set to open sometime next year
along with the 9111 museum, is more than 50 percent leased to Conde Nast, the China Center and federal
agencies. 2 World Trade Center- Construction on the commercial building is ongoing and is expected to be
completed in 2017. 3 World Trade Center- This is an SO-story, 2.5-million-square-foot office building with
183,000 square feet of retail at its base. Construction has started. The developer is working to secure full
financing for the tower and is determined to finish and open it by 2016. 4 World Trade Center- The smallest of
the development's buildings will open next week. It is 50 percent leased to the city and the Port Authority. 7
World Trade Center- The building located just north of the main site opened in 2006. The 42-floor skyscraper
is fully leased to several companies, including Moody's and Silverstein Properties.
Size Does Matter, At Least In The Tallest Building Debate
David Schaper and Joel Rose
NPR

There's a question that's looming over the new skyscraper at the World Trade Center site in New York: Should
it count as the tallest building in the country? The developers say yes. But by some measures, the Willis Tower
in Chicago- formerly known as the Sears Tower- can still lay claim to the title. Now, an known as the
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH) is preparing to settle the debate. "It's a seminal moment
for skyscrapers," says Antony Wood, the council's executive director. "lt doesn't come along every year."
Panel to Decide Whether to Count Spire in WTC's Height
NBC

Architects for the firm that designed One World Trade Center are set to make their case this week for the
building's 408-foot spire to be counted towards its height, giving it the full, symbolic measurement of I, 776
feet, and making it officially the tallest in the U.S. The silver spire was installed in May atop the building, with
an LED light seen from miles away and a beacon to ward off aircraft. The Council on Tall Buildings and Urban
2
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Habitat, a Chicago-based organization considered an authority on such records, is set to decide its official
height, and whether the spire can be included. Without the spire, the building would be considered shorter than
the Willis Tower in Chicago, which stands at 1,451 feet and is the tallest in the U.S.
TB&T
Port Authority sets new limits for sizes of trucks allowed on Bayonne Bridge
Felix Alarcon
The Jersey Journal
As part of the project to raise the Bayonne Bridge, the Port Authority ofNew York and New Jersey announced
this week that oversized trucks are prohibited from crossing the bridge until further notice. The Port Authority
website posted the allowed measurements for trucks capable of crossing the bridge. The height limit for trucks
is 14 feet, with a width limit of 8 feet, 6 inches. The trucks are banned from the span because "The width of the
roadway will be limited due to construction," said Port Authority spokesman Chris Valens. Valens said that the
bridge is not heavily traveled by oversized vehicles, but the Port Authority wants to make sure the trucking
community is aware of the restriction. The bridge roadway is being raised 64 feet- from 151 feet to 215 feet
above sea level -to make room for the bigger cargo vessels that will begin traveling through the expanded
Panama Canal in 20 15.
George Washington Bridge .Jam Began With Phone Call
People Familiar With the Matter Pinpo~nt a Cause for Traffic Tie-up
Ted Mann
Wall Street Journal- Full Text
Early on Sept. 9, a Port Authority official appeared at the New Jersey side of the George Washington Bridge
and looked out over a tratlic jam he helped create, according to people familiar with the matter. The official,
according to these people, was David Wildstein, who was hired in 2010 as the authority's director of interstate
capital projects by an appointee of Gov. Chris Christie. The previous day, a Sunday, Mr. Wildstein called two
bridge officials and ordered them to shut off two local access toll lanes for drivers headed across the bridge
from Fort Lee, N.J., into New York City, the people familiar with the matter said. According to these people
and authority correspondence reviewed by The Wall Street Journal, the closures were made without notice to
police, emergency officials or officials on the New York side of the Port Authority's leadership. As previously
reported, the closure triggered large traffic jams for a week in the borough on the New Jersey side of the bridge.
Mr. Wildstein didn't respond to requests for comment. People familiar with the matter and some local officials
believe it wasn't what the Port Authority originally suggested: a lane closure to allow for a study of traffic
patterns. Instead, they believe it was a gesture aimed at the borough's Democratic mayor, who had declined to
cross party lines to endorse Mr. Christie for governor two weeks earlier. The mayor, Mark Sokolich, said he
believed the intent was "punitive" in a letter sent to Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni, Mr. Wildstein's
boss, asking for relief from the traffic jam in September. Mr. Sokolich has since backed away from that
assertion, and declined to elaborate this week. Mr. Christie's re-election campaign spokesman has called the
notion that the closures were retribution "crazy." Mr. Wildstein's role could become clearer as some Democrats
pressure the authority to release the results of its internal review of the incident. Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg said she is trying to marshal votes for a resolution that would empower a state Senate committee to
issue subpoenas seeking answers. "I fin fact somebody has used the George Washington Bridge for any petty
reason, whether retribution or just because they think the mayor of Fort Lee is a pain in the rear end, that is
disgusting and despicable and dangerous," Ms. Weinberg said in an interview. Senate President Steve Sweeney
said Democrats are continuing to investigate the matter. "I'm not going to accuse anyone of anything yet, but
something is clearly not right here," he said. The governor's spokesman declined to respond to questions about
Mr. Wildstein and the authority. "For goodness sake, the Governor of the state ofNew Jersey does not involve
himself in traffic surveys," the spokesman, Michael Drewniak, said. As previously reported, Patrick Foye, the
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agency's executive director and an appointee of New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, reacted with outrage when he
discovered the lane closures and ensuing traffic problems. In an email message previously reported by The
Journal, Mr. Foye suggested the closures could have led to deaths of ambulance patients. The people familiar
with the matter said Mr. Wildstein wields considerable clout inside the authority, which manages a vast
portfolio of bridges, tunnels, trains and airports in the New York region. A former mayor of Livingston, N.J.,
who later ran the influential blog PolitickerNJ under a pseudonym in New Jersey, Mr. Wildstein is a ubiquitous
figure at the agency, people familiar with the matter said. They said he is known to roam the authority's
Manhattan office to see what employees are working on and also approves even low-level hiring decisions.
Political influence from both sides of the bi-state agency is common, according to people at the authority. Major
decisions at the Port Authority-such as what infrastructure projects to fund, and how to manage the two states'
shared assets-are typically the result of horse-trading between the states, with respective political appointees
acting on behalf of each state's governor. Messrs. Cuomo and Christie each have the right to veto the minutes of
a meeting of the authority's board, essentially enabling them to negate an otlicial action, and in theory requiring
the states to cooperate.
Tyler Clementi's Family To Visit George Washington Bridge For First Time Since Suicide
Members Of Chicago Group Walking To Raise Awareness About Bullying
CBSNewYork
When a group walking from Chicago to raise awareness about bullying reaches the George Washington Bridge
on Sunday, the parents and brother of Tyler Clementi will join them. As 1010 WINS' AI Jones reported, it will
be the first time Clementi's parents and brother will visit the site where the Rutgers freshman jumped to his
death three years ago. "I definitely think there will be a lot of memories and reminders," said James Clementi,
Tyler's brother. "It just made a lot of sense, especially since the Friend Movement is walking in honor of my
brother's memory."
AVIATION

Has Frontier hit pay dirt at Trenton, Wilmington airports?
Ben Mutzabaugh
USA TODAY
At Trenton's airport, which is just about 30 miles from Center City Philadelphia and about 65 from lower
Manhattan, Frontier touts "a hassle-free, relaxed airport experience"- a likely reference to the Philadelphia and
Newark airports that would be the primary airports for most residents of the region.
TV & RADIO CLIPS
WNBC-NY (NBC)- Opening of 4 World Trade
WTVY (CBS)- Opening of 4 World Trade
WMUR-MAN- Opening of 4 World Trade
WRGB (CBS)- Opening of 4 World Trade
WABC-NY (ABC)- Opening of 4 World Trade
WOR-AM (Radio)-GWB Closing
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

Lado, Tina
Friday, November 08, 2013 9:42AM
'Samson, David'; Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Danielides, Philippe
NJ LEGISLATION SR127
127_i1 .pdf

Chairman, Bill, David,
Text of Senate Resolution 127 (Weinberg, Lesniak) has finally been posted and I have asked Law to review it and
provide their analysis; as soon as I receive it I will send it to you.
The resolution "Constitutes the Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and Historic Preservation Committee as
special committee to investigate lane closures implemented by PAi\TYNJ; grants committee subpoena power."
The Legislature has resumed its session calendar and is scheduling meeting dates. The Senate State Government
Committee is next scheduled to meet Thursday 11/14, at 1.00 PM; the only items presently listed on their agenda are two
bills: S2790 (Crime Victims obtaining gov't records at no fee) and S2930 (Internet Gaming at secure facilities in Atlantic
City). No other actions are listed.
Specifically the resolution provides for:

•

The Committee to investigate all aspects of lane closures implemented by the PANYNJ, including, but not limited
to, recent closure of two access lanes from Fort Lee to the GWB, the internal process followed by the PAin
implementing lane closures, and the use of lane closures as a tool to conduct traffic safety studies.

•

Committee shall have all the powers conferred pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 52 of Revised Statues, including
but not limited to power to issue subpoenas to compel attendance and testimony of persons and the production
of books, papers, correspondence and other documents.

•

Committee shall be entitled to call for assistance and avail itself of the services of the employees of State of NJ,
any political subdivision of the State, and any agency thereof; to employ any other services as deemed necessary in
order to perform duties provided herein, and within the limits of funds appropriated or otherwise made available
for that purpose.

•

Resolution shall take effect immediately and Committee's powers shall expire 12 months following adoption of
the resolution by the Senate.

Membership of the Committee:
Senator jim Whelan (D2)- Chair
Senator Shirley K. Turner (015) - Vice Chair
Senator Barbara Buono (DIS)
Senator Dawn Marie Addiego (RS)
Senator Samuel D. Thompson (RI2)

I've attached the bill text and below is also a link to it.
http:l/ww\v.nileg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/SR/127 iLpdf

Tina Lado
1
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NJ Director, Government&:: Community Relations

lHE PORT AUlHORITY OF NY & NJ
tlado@panvnj.gov
212-435-6903
http://w\vw.panynj.gov
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SENATE RESOLUTION No. 127

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
215th LEGISLATURE
INTRODUCED NOVEMBER 7, 2013

Sponsored by:
Senator LORETTA WEINBERG
District 37 (Bergen)
Senator RAYMOND J. LESNIAK
District 20 (Union)

SYNOPSIS
Constitutes Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and Historic
Preservation Committee as special committee to investigate lane closures
implemented by Port Authority of New York and New Jersey; grants
committee subpoena power.
CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As introduced.
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SRI27 WEINBERG. LESNIAK
2
A SENATE RESOLUTION constituting the Senate State Government,

2
3

Wagering, Tourism and Historic Preservation Committee as a
special committee of the Senate to investigate lane closures

4

implemented by the Port Authority of New York and New

5
6

Jersey.

7

\VHER£AS, The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (''Port

8

Authority'") is a bi-state agency established by compact between the

9

State of New York and the State ofNcw Jersey; and

10

WHEREAS, From September 9, 2013 to September 13, 2013, the Port

II

Authority closed two access lanes from Fort Lee to the George
Washington Bridge without providing notice to commuters and

12
13

officials from Fort Lee; and

14

WHEREAS, As a result of the decision to close the two access Janes,

15
16
17

severe traflic delays reportedly engulfed the entire Fort Lee area,

creating a public safety issue by delaying emergency vehicles and
subjecting drivers to unexpected and potentially dangerous traflic

18
19
20

WHEREAS, On September 13, 2013, the access lanes were reopened

21
22
23

WHEREAS, In correspondence to Port Authority oflicials on September

24
25
26

the access limes were closed reversed over 25 years of George
Washington Bridge operational procedures and cited lack of
process. failure to provide notice of the lane closures, and public

27
28

\VHEREAS, In response to questions regarding the access lane closures

29
30
31

in Fort Lee. the Port Authority's response has been that the access
lanes were closed as part of a traffic safety study but no additional
information regarding the traffic safety study has been provided;

32

patterns; and
only after the executive director of the Port Authority learned of the
lane closures and ordered that the access lanes be reopened; and
13, 2013, the executive director claimed that the method by which

safety as the reasons for reopening the lanes; and

and

33

\VHEREAS, The circumstances surrounding the closure of the two

34
35
36
37

access lanes from Fort Lee to the George Washington Bridge
require further examination; and
\VHEREAS, It is entirely fitting and proper for this House to investigate
all aspects of lane closures implemented by the Port Authority:

38

no\V, thereiOre.

39
40

BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate ofthe Slate of New Jersey:

41
42
43
44
45

1. The Senate State Government, Wagering, Tourism and
Historic Preservation Committee is constituted as a special
committee of the Senate in accordance with the provisions of
chapter 13 of Title 52 of the Revised Statutes. The membership of

46

the committee as previously constituted is reconstituted and

47

continued.
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SR117 WEINBERG. LESNIAK
3

2.

The committee shall investigate all aspects of lane closures

2
3

implemented by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.
including. but not limited to, the recent closure of two access lanes

4
5

from Fort Lee to the George Washington Bridge, the internal
process followed by the Port Authority in implementing lane
closures. and the usc of lane closures as a tool to conduct traffic

6
7
8
9
10
II
12
13
14

safety studies.
3. For the purposes of carrying out its charge under this
resolution. the committee shall have all the powers conferred

pursuant to chapter 13 of Titlt: 52 of the Revised Statutes,
including, but not limited to, the power to issue subpoenas to
compel attendance and testimony of persons and the production of

books, papers, correspondence. and other documents.

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

4. The committee shall be entitled to call to its assistance and
avail itself of the services of the employees of the State of New
Jersey, any political subdivision of the State, and any agency
thereoC as may be required and as may be available for that
purpose. and to employ any other services as may be deemed
necessary, in order to perform the duties provided herein, and
within the limits of funds appropriated or otherwise made available

23

for that purpose.

24
25
26
27
28

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately and the
committee's powers pursuant to chapter 13 of Title 52 of the
Revised Statutes shall expire 12 months following adoption of this
resolution by the Senate.

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

STATEMENT
This Senate resolution constitutes the Senate State Government,
Wagering, Tourism and Historic Preservation Committee as a
special committee of the Senate to investigate lane closures
implemented by the Port Authority of Nev.· York and New Jersey.
including, but not limited to, the recent closure of two access lanes
from Fort Lee to the George Washington Bridge from September 9.
2013 to September 13. 2013. the internal process followed by the
Port Authority in implementing lane closures. and the use of lane
closures as a tool to conduct traffic safety studies.
During the 12 months folloviing adoption of this resolution. the
committee will have the power to subpoena witnesses and
documents as well as all other powers conferred pursuant to chapter
13 of Title 52 of the Revised Statutes.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Friday, November 08, 2013 2:04 PM
Wildstein, David
Additional tweets

http://www. blue jersey .com/ d ia rv/2 4185/wsj-it -was-david-wild stein-aka-poI iticke rn js-wa lly-edge- behind -sudde n-gwblane-closures

DEFEND NJ PUBLIC ED! @stopthefreezeNJ2m
.@GovChristie ally/Port Auth. boss orders GWB closed, risks lives; payback for Dem mayor who wouldn't endorse
Jb.meff3M8hslj
Matt @monbud3m
Chris Christie bullies & endangers people in most Jersey way possible, shutting down toll plazas (via @bluejersey)
.bit.ly/18dlkid
BlueJersey @bluejersey6m
That awkward moment when @WSJ sez it was @PolitickerNJ founder AKA 'Wally Edge" behind dangerous GWB
lane close .. bluejersey.com/diary/24185/ws._..__.__ ...
Lisa Fleisher @lisafieisher5h
Heads up NJ politicos- Wally Edge behind that GWB traffic jam, @TMannWSJ reports: .on.wsj.com/1cHEDwD
Rob Tornoe @RobTornoe5h
+1 RT @lisafleisher Wally Edge behind the GWB traffic jam, @TMannWSJ reports: .on.wsj.com/1cHEDwD
Lisa Fleisher @lisafteisher13h
Wally Edge behind the GWB traffic jam, @TMannWSJ reports: .on.wsj.com/1 cHEDwD
Market Urbanism @MarketUrbanisrn3h
David Wildstein drama really gives hope to all us ex-Observer staffers hoping to one day star in scandals of our
own at the Port Authority.
Market Urbanism @MarketUrbanisrn3h
David Wildstein, Christie admin stooge & ex-PolitickerNJ blogger (!!), reportedly behind vindictive GWB lane
closures .on.wsj.com/1gvp6R3
Matt Farrauto @farraulo3h
Criminal intent? MT @heatherhaddon At the center of the mysterious GWB toll booth closures: David Wildstein
.on.wsj.com/1 gvp6R3
Heather Haddon @heatherhaddon5h
At the center of the mysterious GWB toll booth closures: David Wildstein .on.wsj.com/1gvp6R3
Kate Linebaugh @kate_linebaugh2h
Reminiscent of Indonesian politics: GW Bridge jam began with a phone call in NJ political fight .on.wsj.com/1gvp6R3
by @TMannWSJ
Ted Mann @TMannWSJ5h
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'What other conclusion could we possibly reach?" A NJ mayor appeals for relief from Christie's people at the PA
..on Ii ne. wsj. com/pu bl ic/resou rc ........ .

Ted Mann @TMannWSJ6h
The man who shut down lanes onto the GWB this fall? Chris Christie's top political operative at the Port Authority
.online.wsj.com/news/articles/___ ...
Annie Karni @anniekarni13h
Who would have thought a traffic jam could be used as a political weapon? .online.wsj.com/news/articles/._____ _
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 11:30 AM
Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB

Steve Strunsky is working on a story following up on last Thursday's Wall Street Journal story on the September closing
of the GWB toll access lanes. He said he confirmed the same information in the Wall Street Journal story, and sent
several questions about our investigation into the matter. I will not respond to Steve unless directed otherwise to do so.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Tuesday, November 12,201311:51 AM
Coleman, Steve
Faye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB

Correct. No response.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 12,2013, at 11:31 AM, "Coleman, Steve" <sco1eman@panynj.gov> wrote:
Steve Strunsky is working on a story following up on last Thursday's Wall Street Journal story on the
September closing of the GWB toll access lanes. He said he confirmed the same information in the Wall
Street Journal story, and sent several questions about our investigation into the matter. I will not
respond to Steve unless directed otherwise to do so.

PA - DW - 000176

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

•

•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

Marsico, Ron
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 6:06 PM
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Danielides, Philippe; Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa; Coleman, Steve; Simon, Brian; Lado, Tina; Buchbinder, Darrell;
'michael.drewniak@gov.state.nj.us'; 'Joshua.VIasto@exec.ny.gov'; Garten, David
Port Authority Nightly Media Activity Report 11/13/13

Media Relations facilitated an availability with Port Authority leadership and media representatives following
today's Board meeting. Topics raised were the September closing of GWB local access lanes and a planned
lawsuit by Jersey City against the Port Authority over property tax issues.
Media Relations issued a press release about the Board's approval of a project to build the West Garage at
LaGuardia Airport. Robert Slavin of the Bond Buyer called with follow-up questions, which we answered.
Media Relations proactively pitched a story about the PAPD's thwarting of a possible GWB suicide attempt
though the use of Social Media. Tom Tracy of the NY Daily News, Natasha Velez of the NY Post, Seth Augenstein
of The Star- Ledger, and The Associated Press in Trenton all were contacted and PAPD Lt. Thomas Michaels was
interviewed by the NY Daily News and NY Post via phone.
Ed Krudy from Reuters requested the PA analysis that shows that building the Goethals Bridge through a PPP will
save the PA 10 percent in construction and maintenance costs over the life of the agreement. He had previously
made this request in April and we told him to reach out again after financial close. Response pending.
Tom McElroy of Associated Press called about a passenger who noticed some type of fire late this afternoon at
JFK. We let the reporter know there was a fire training exercise ongoing at the airport at the time.
Steve Strunsky reached out again on how the Port Authority plans to handle the TSA's decision to stop staffing
exit lanes at airports the agency operates and many others around the nation. Response pending.
Various media outlets inquired about a Delta commuter plane to Minneapolis/St. Paul that returned to JFK
Airport this morning about 10 minutes after takeoff when the pilot reported smoke in the cockpit. We let
reporters know the plane landed safely and passengers were evacuated on a taxiway and taken by bus to the
terminal. We referred questions about the cause of the smoke to the airline.
Bianca Fortis of the Queens Times-Ledger is working o~ a story about the Port Authority's replacement of noise
monitors at LaGuardia Airport. We provided basic information on the numbers at all our airports and general
locations of those at LGA .
Karla Coral of Elizabeth Inside Out followed up on yesterday's fire at Port Elizabeth. The reporter was told there
were no updates.

Ron Marsico
Assistant Director/Media Relations
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey

212-435-7777
rmarsico@panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

Public Affairs Broadcast
Wednesday, November 13, 2013 6:38PM
Evening Clips 11. 13. 13

Facebook used by cops to thwart George Washington Bridge suicide
A Port Authority lieutenant responded to a dour message on a New Jersey college student's Facebook page after the teen
said he contemplated leaping from the span. The student got in touch with police and was persuaded not to follow
through.
By Thomas Tracy
New York Daily News
You're going to "like" this: Facebook helped save a life Tuesday. The popular social media site became a lifeline for a
despondent 18-year-old who threatened to leap off the George Washington Bridge, Port Authority officials said. The
unidentified teen, a New Jersey college student about to be kicked out of his home, posted a picture of the George
Washington Bridge with the words "I'm thinking of jumping" on Tuesday afternoon. A Facebook friend of the teen's saw
the post and told Paterson, N.J., authorities, which, in turn, alerted the Port Authority Police Department.

Man who posted suicidal comments on Facebook tracked down before he arrived at GW Bridge
By Seth Augenstein
The Star-Ledger
A man who made suicidal comments on Facebook was tracked down through social media before he arrived at the
George Washington Bridge, authorities said. A man called Paterson police around 1 p.m. to report an 18-year-old man's
Facebook posts, which showed pictures of the George Washington Bridge and comments which contemplated suicide,
said Joe Pentangelo, a spokesman for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey. The Paterson police immediately
notified their Port Authority counterparts, who printed out pictures of the 18 year old from his Facebook page and
distributed them among officers on the bridge. The Port Authority police also reached out to the teen through Facebook,
Pentangelo said. He contacted the police by phone from a bus, and agreed to medical treatment at a local hospital,
Pentangelo added.

Cops use Facebook to talk teen out of suicide
By Natasha Velez
New York Post
Port Authority cops used social media to help save the life of a teen who posted a suicide bid online. "I'm thinking about
jumping," the 18-year-old posted to his Facebook page Tuesday around 1 p.m. along with a picture of the George
Washington Bridge. A concerned friend called the cops who then scoured the bridge and tried to ping the man's cell
phone. When they came up empty-handed, Lt. Thomas Michaels reached out to him on Facebook.

Suicidal Teen Saved by Port Authority Face book Messages, Officials Say
By Aidan Gardiner
DNA Info

After a teen posted suicidal statements with photos of the George Washington Bridge on his Facebook profile, Port
Authority police reached out to him through social media and convinced him to seek help Tuesday, authorities said. "I am
thinking about jumping," the 18-year-old teen, whose identity was not released, posted to his Facebook profile that also
featured photos of the bridge, a PAPD spokesman said. About 1 p.m. Tuesday an alarmed friend contacted authorities,
who then reached out to the troubled teen through Facebook offering help, the PAPD said. Lt. Thomas Michaels,
assigned to the bridge, included his cell phone number and urged the teen to call him, the Port Authority said.

Cops Use Facebook To Help Suicidal Teen
Gothamist
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You probably already know that in recent years cops have embraced social media as a tool for finding criminals. Ray Kelly
often touts Operation Crew Cut, which uses the Facebook activity of alleged gang members to string together charges of
organized crime, as one of the main reasons why the murder rate has dropped off so much recently. But that's not the
only thing cops use Facebook for: Port Authority cops successfully reached out to a suicidal18-year-old who threatened
to jump off the George Washington Bridge yesterday. "We've used Facebook to verify a threat and access pictures, but
this is the first time we've used social media to reach out to someone in a case like this," said Port Authority Lt. Thomas
Michaels. The unidentified 18-year-old NJ resident posted a picture of the GW Bridge with the words "I'm thinking of
jumping" on his Face book page on Tuesday afternoon. A friend saw the post and contacted the Port Authority Police
Department; Michaels gave out a Facebook photo of the college student to his officers, and left a message on the teen's
Facebook page with his number, encouraging him to call him.
PANYNJ
Port Officials Say Little About September's George Washington Bridge Lane Closures
By Ted Mann
Wall Street Journal Blog- (Full Text)
The biggest news made at Wednesday's meeting of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey was something that
officials of the bi-state transportation agency wouldn't say. Neither Patrick Foye nor Bill Baroni, the authority's executive
and deputy executive directors, respectively, would repeat the agency's previous public explanation for the abrupt weeklong closure of local access lanes onto the George Washington Bridge in September. A man gets out of his vehicle to see
what the backup is at the toll on the George Washington Bridge on Sept. 12. Mr. Baroni had previously referred reporters
to the authority's press office, which at first explained the closures- which triggered massive traffic congestion
and political intrigue at the bridge's footing in Fort Lee, N.J.- as the result of a study of traffic patterns. Mr. Foye, on the
other hand, had written an enraged email to fellow executives upon discovering the closures and subsequently reversed
them. In the letter he warned that they might have violated the law and vowed to find out why they had occurred. On
Wednesday, Mr. Baroni declined to say whether he or the authority would stand behind their initial explanation for the
closures, which The Wall Street Journal reported last week were ordered by a close political ally of New Jersey Gov. Chris
Christie: David Wildstein, who has worked since 2010 as the authority's director of interstate capital projects. Mr. Foye
and Mr. Baroni faced skeptical questioning on Wednesday from both the media and local elected officials about the
purpose of the lane closures. Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich, whose borough was inundated with traffic by the closures,
wrote during the week of Sept. 9 to Baroni, complaining that he considered the closures to be a "punitive" measure of
some sort. People familiar with the matter noted that Mr. Sokolich had been asked, and declined, to endorse Mr. Christie
for reelection two weeks before Mr. Wildstein ordered the lanes shut down. The morning of their closure, Mr. Wildstein
appeared on the bridge's New Jersey side and observed the traffic chaos that Mr. Sokolich and others have said was the
result of his declining the endorsement. And people familiar with the matter have previously told the Journal that the
closures were not part of any effort to analyze traffic on the bridge, noting that no local officials and relevant divisions
within the authority were ever notified that a study would be done. "There was no study," one of those people said. Mr.
Wildstein, a longtime associate of Mr. Christie, did not attend Wednesday's board meeting. The meeting was not held in
its usual spot in the authority's Park Avenue headquarters in Manhattan -on the same floor where Mr. Wildstein works
-but instead in Jersey City, N.J. Port Authority Board of Commissioners Chairman David Samson said the meeting
location was changed to benefit the agency's New Jersey constituents. Mr. Wild stein didn't immediately return a request
for comment. During a public comment period at the meeting, Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg called on Messrs.
Foye and Baroni, as well as all the New Jersey appointees of the authority, to publicly explain the purposes of the lane
closures, which she called "actions that have appeared to have no legitimacy." During the session, both Mr. Foye and Mr.
Baroni answered all questions on the matter by saying that the agency is conducting a review and will make the results
public on a late
Speaking to another New Jersey board member, William "Pat" Schuber, Ms. Weinberg said: "You gave me a promise that
you will get to the bottom of this, and I'm still waiting." Joining Ms. Weinberg at the meeting were elected officials including
Assemblyman John Wisniewski, a Democrat and former party chairman who heads the Transportation Committee. Mr.
Wisniewski said he believed the transportation committee could use its existing subpoena powers to demand answers on
the lane closures from authority officials. Ms. Weinberg, also a Democrat, is trying to line up votes to empower a Senate
committee also to issue subpoenas seeking an explanation. Skepticism ran thick among the elected officials who showed
up for the meeting. "It is unconscionable that you would put people in this situation, risking their lives for a traffic study, or
whatever the excuse du jour is at this time," Assemblyman Gordon Johnson, a Palisades Park Democrat, said. Mr. Foye
gave no estimate when the authority's own internal review of the closures would be completed.
Port Authority officials appear in Jersey City, still mum on Fulop lawsuit threat
By Terrence T. McDonald
The Jersey Journal
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Top officials at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey declined to comment today on Jersey City Mayor
Fulop's plan to sue the bi-state agency for $400 million, roughly the figure Fulop says the agency owes in unpaid city
taxes. Bill Baroni, the Port Authority's deputy executive director, said the agency would not comment on any issues that
appear headed toward litigation. A Port Authority spokesman gave the same response to The Jersey Journal yesterday.
"The city of Jersey City and the Port Authorty has for some time continued to deal with these issues, under Mayor
Schundler, under Mayor Healy and now under Mayor Fulop," Baroni said today. "These are important issues and we'll
continue to be focused on them."

Port Authority still mum on mystery GWB closures
By Associated Press
My San Antonio (Full Text)
Several New Jersey lawmakers are asking the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey to explain unannounced lane
closures at the George Washington Bridge in September that caused massive traffic tie-ups. State Sen. Loretta
Weinberg joined Assemblymen John Wisniewski and Gordon Johnson in criticizing the agency Wednesday for not being
transparent about the decision-making behind the closures and who is being held accountable. The closures of access
lanes to the bridge in Fort Lee caused hours-long delays. Local officials have said they weren't notified in advance.
Published reports said the closures were part of a traffic study. But Port Authority officials have refused to give details on
the alleged study or who ordered it. Port Authority executive director Patrick Foye said Wednesday that an investigation is
ongoing.

A dozen years after the Sept. 11 terror attack, the first new tower officially opens on the World Trade Center site
Mayor Bloomberg calls the opening of the 977-foot-ta/1 4 World Trade Center a "turning point" for the City of New York.
By Jennifer Fermino
New York Daily News
Four World Trade Center officially opened its revolving doors on Monday, a major milestone for Lower Manhattan 12
years after the worst terror attack in American history. Sheathed in glass, the 72-story skyscraper is the first building to
open on the site since hijacked planes crashed into the Twin Towers on Sept. 11, 2001, killing 2,700 people. "This is a
major turning point for the World Trade Center, and really for our entire city," Mayor Bloomberg said. Larry Silverstein, the
WTC developer, called it a "moment of enormous pride.

First Office Tower At WTC Site Opens
By NY 1
The 72-story 4 World Trade Center officially opened Wednesday, becoming the first office building to open on the site of
the former World Trade Center since the September 11th attacks. Tenants are not moving into 4 World Trade right away.
They will be allowed to build out their space and people are expected to start working inside next year. Nearly half the
space is already leased to the Port Authority.

Four World Trade Center Open For Business 12 Years After Terror Attacks
By Jennifer Fermi no
New York Daily News Blog
Four World Trade Center officially opened its revolving doors on Monday, a major milestone for Lower Manhattan 12
years after the worst terror attack in American history. The gleaming new 72-story skyscraper is the first building to open
on the site since the destruction of the Twin Towers on Sept. 11 2001. "This is a major turning point for the World Trade
Center, and really for our entire city," said Mayor Bloomberg. He was one of a host of political and business leaders who
attended a outdoor ceremony to commemorate the historic opening.

Marking A Milestone: 4 World Trade Center Opens
4 WTC First Office Tower To Open On Site Since 9111 Attacks
CBS local News
Four World Trade Center has officially opened, marking a major milestone as the first office tower at the 16-acre World
Trade Center site to open since the Sept. 11th attacks. A ribbon-cutting was held Wednesday morning for the 978-foot
building. "As we open its doors, the site once again becomes a part of New York's continued growth, reconnected with the
city that surrounds it," Mayor Michael Bloomberg said. "That such elegance, beauty and quiet dignity rises from a place
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once decimated by unspeakable barbarism is as breathtaking as it is uplifting," New York State Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver said at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
1st tower of new World Trade Center opens today in Manhattan
Will be 1st office tower to open at Ground Zero since terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001
Thomson Reuters
CBC World News
The first office tower to be completed at Ground Zero since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks that destroyed the World
Trade Center will open on Wednesday, marking a comeback for the Lower Manhattan site. Sheathed in glass, 4 World
Trade Center is the smallest of the four main towers on the site where 2, 700 people died when hijacked airplanes crashed
into the two iconic towers that were part of the original World Trade Center complex since the 1970s. It stands 298
metres tall- a shorter, simpler version of One World Trade Center, the centre piece of the revamped site, which will not
be completed until early 2014 and will be the tallest building in the U.S. The 72-storey building stands empty at the
moment, although two government agencies have signed leases for half of the building's space.
First tower at new World Trade Center site opens
By Ivan Pereira
AM New York
The World Trade Center's rebirth began Wednesday with the grand opening of the first tower on the 16-acre site. Elected
officials, residents and business leaders joined Silverstein Properties, the building's developer, for Four World Trade
Center's opening. Although the 977-foot building pales in comparison to its neighbor, One World Trade Center, which
was officially named the tallest building in the Western Hemisphere Tuesday at 1, 776 feet, Mayor Michael Bloomberg said
it still was an important symbol for downtown Manhattan.
World Trade Center Tower Opens 12 Years After 9/11 Attacks
The lnguisitr
A new World Trade Center tower is officially opening, 12 years after the attacks of September 11, 2001. At this time 12
years ago, New York City and the whole country was still mourning the loss of life and destruction caused by the terrorist
attacks. Now a new chapter begins for lower Manhattan with the opening of the brand new 4 World Trade Center tower, a
smaller version of One World Trade Center. The skyscraper, formerly known as Freedom Tower, is the main building at
the new World Trade Center complex being built after the Twin Towers were brought down by terrorist on 9/11.
AVIATION
TSA criticized for removing security from exit lanes, despite 2010 kiss that shuttered airport
By Steve Strunsky
The Star-Ledger
A decision by the TSA to no longer guard the exits from secure areas at airline terminals is being criticized by airport
advocates and the state's senior U.S. senator. The decision comes three years after the Transportation Security
Administration agreed to bolster security at the airport following an incident involving a lovesick Rutgers student who
sneaked through an unmanned exit, resulting in a six-hour shutdown of Newark Liberty International Airport and a
worldwide disruption of air travel 'Talk about penny wise and pound foolish," read a statement from Steve Sigmund,
executive director of the Global Gateway Alliance, a group that lobbies for improvements to the region's three major
airports. "Newark already experienced the infamous 'goodbye kiss' breach in 2010 where a non-passenger passed
security, unchecked, through an exit lane-- so the argument that those lanes aren't part of the TSA mandate is just false."

TV CLIPS
WCBS NY- Opening of four WTC
WPIX 11 TV -Opening of four WTC
WABC NY - Opening of four WTC
WNBC NY- Opening of four WTC/ Lawsuit
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NEWS 12 NJ- Toll hikes at PA crossings.
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Thursday, November 14, 2013 8:14AM
Morning Clips - 11.14.13

PANYNJ
Port Authority Not Commenting on Jersey City Mayor's Planned $400 Million Tax Lawsuit
Terrence T. McDonald
Jersey Journal- Full Text
Top officials at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey declined to cornrnent yesterday on Jersey City
Mayor Fulop's plan to sue the bi-state agency for $400 million, the figure Fulop says the agency owes in
unpaid city taxes. Bill Baroni, the Port Authority's deputy executive director, said the agency would not
comment on any issues that appear headed toward litigation. A Port Authority spokesman gave the same
response to The Jersey Journal on Tuesday. "The city of Jersey City and the Port Authority has for some time
continued to deal with these issues, under Mayor Schundler, under Mayor Healy and now under Mayor Fulop,"
Baroni said yesterday. "These are important issues and we'll continue to be focused on them." Baroni was
referring to Bret Schundler and Jerramiah Healy, former mayors. Port Authority officials were in Jersey City for
the agency's monthly commissioners meeting. The meetings had been held exclusively in New York City since
the Sept. 11, 2001 terror attacks, but commissioners yesterday said they plan to meet in New Jersey more
frequently. The meeting was on the third floor of the agency's office at 2 Montgomery St., which is one of the
Port Authority properties Fulop has said the city will focus on in its lawsuit. The Port Authority purchased the
property in 2010 for $26.2 million and pays no taxes on it, Fulop says. Baroni refused to confirm whether the
agency pays any taxes on the facility- property records indicate it does not- or comment on any of The
Jersey Journal's questions regarding the lawsuit, which the city expects to file as early as tomorrow. Fulop
claims the agency owes the city roughly $350 million in back taxes (the other $50 million the city seeks is for
interest and damages). The Port Authority pays no taxes on many of the 32 properties it owns in the city, and
on others it has payment-in-lieu-of-taxes agreements that Fulop says shortchange Jersey City taxpayers.

Despite Mounting Criticism and Questions, Mum's Still the Word on September GWB Lane Closures
By Steve Strunsky
Star-Ledger- Full Text
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey remained mum Wednesday on September's controversial
closing of local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge despite withering criticism from the public and
several elected officials, and a barrage of questions from reporters. "The matter is under review, and when we
have some information, we'll say something," Port Authority Executive Director Patrick Foye said after
Wednesday's board meeting in Jersey City. Foye was responding to a reporter's request for an update on an
internal investigation of the closures that he announced last month. Assemblyman John Wisniewski (DMiddlesex), chairman of the Assembly Transportation, Public Works and Independent Authorities Committee,
was among the elected officials who spoke during Wednesday's meeting. He urged the agency to "let the sun
shine in," and explain the closures. Last year ,the Assembly granted the committee subpoena power to
investigate Port Authority finances in the wake of a controversial 2011 toll hike. After Wednesday's meeting,
Wisniewski said committee staffers were drafting subpoenas related to the lane closures. The unannounced
lane closures created a traffic nightmare for several days in September. On Sept. 13, Foye sent an angry
email, directing bridge managers to open the lanes. The email also criticized the closures as a threat to public
safety and a violation of Port Authority procedures. When the email surfaced publicly last month, it cast doubt
on a Port Authority statement attributing the closures to a traffic safety study. Further doubts were raised after
the disclosure of a Sept. 12 letter Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich wrote to Port Authority Deputy Executive
Director Bill Baroni, asserting the closures had "punitive overtones," and pleading with Baroni to lift them
"without political fanfare." Democratic lawmakers, including those at Wednesday's meeting, said the letter
reinforced suspicions the lane closings were in retaliation for Sokolich's failure to endorse Republican Gov.
1
PA - DW - 000183

Chris Christie for re-election. Christie's office says the governor had nothing to do with the closings, and
Sokolich said in a brief interview Wednesday he did not believe the closures were retaliatory. Bergen County
Freeholder-elect James Tedesco said the closures were "unconscionable," and that the impact of the related
traffic delays may never be known in terms of docked pay, missed job interviews or health setbacks.

Port Authority Won't Address Massive September Traffic Tie-Ups on George Washington Bridge
By Shawn Boburg
Record
A dozen times on Wednesday Port Authority executives were asked pointed questions about a seemingly
routine exercise: lane closures at the George Washington Bridge in September. Why, and by whom, were they
ordered? And each time their reply to reporters and frustrated New Jersey lawmakers who attended a meeting
of the board of commissioners looking for answers was the same: "It's under review." The reticence, following
reports that a top Christie appointee at the agency closed three local access lanes to punish the Fort Lee
mayor for political reasons, appeared to inflame a controversy that has already attracted the attention of New
Jersey's top Democratic legislators, who once again are threatening to issue subpoenas.

Residents Suing to Stop 'Fortreslike' Plan for World Trade Center
By David Dunlap
NY Times
The Police Department plans to close the streets in and around the trade center to normal through traffic.
Vehicles would be screened before entering this zone, or "campus," as the police call it. Some would be
searched. Only those having demonstrable business at the trade center, or those previously certified as
trustworthy, would be allowed in. Drivers who regularly come into the secured zone could enroll themselves
and their vehicles in a Trusted Access Program, although the police said that specific operational details of the
program would not be released out of security concerns. "The N.Y.P.D. has determined that the entire World
Trade Center site is a potential target," the department said in the impact statement.
Lupica: With 4 World Trade Center Now Open, Bloomberg Presides Over Healing After 12 Years in
Office
Mike Lupica
NY Daily News
He became the mayor of New York City in the shadow of Sept. 11, 2001, and now it was all this time later and
Michael Bloomberg was one of those standing in the shadow of 4 World Trade Center on Wednesday morning
as it became the first office tower to officially open at the World Trade Center since the morning that changed
everything. This was not about some silly squabble out of Chicago- not called the Second City for nothing in
this case- about the size of 1 World Trade against Chicago's Willis Tower. This wasn't even a celebration of
architecture or symbols as much as it was another celebration of everything that began in Lower Manhattan on
Sept. 12, 2001, when New York and New Yorkers began to get back up.
One World Trade Is About Half Vacant- So What?
By Devin Leonard
Businessweek
One World Trade Center won a coveted honor this week. The 1, 776-foot tower in Lower Manhattan was
named the tallest in the US. by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat, besting Chicago's 1,451-foot
Willis Tower. Prominent Chicagoans, most notably Mayor Rahm Emanuel, were naturally displeased with the
decision, but there's nowhere they can go to appeal it. Yet the New York tower's triumph has been tainted
somewhat by the accompanying news that the 3 million-square-foot building, scheduled to open next year,
remains 45 percent vacant. It isn't the only building on the site with rental issues. The 2.3 million-square-foot 4
World Trade Center, which opens this week, is 40 percent unoccupied.
4 World Trade Center Opens in NYC
Associated Press
NEW YORK- The office tower at 4 World Trade Center has opened in lower Manhattan. A ribbon-cutting
was held Wednesday for the 978-foot building. It's designed by prize-winning architect Fumihiko Maki. The
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building faces the Sept. 11 memorial's south reflecting pool. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
expects to move into 4 World Trade in 2015.
The authority lost its home in the twin towers during the 2001 terror attacks. The official opening means it can
start building out its new office space. The site's marquee skyscraper, One World Trade, is expected to
officially open sometime in 2014. Another office tower, at 7 World Trade Center, opened in 2006.
Residents plan to sue NYPD over WTC security plan
Associated Press- Full Text
A group of Lower Manhattan residents plan to sue the NYPD over its security plan for the World Trade Center
site. The WTC Neighborhood Alliance says the plan will leave the center in "fortress-like isolation" and the
area around it "as impervious to traffic as the Berlin Wall." The plan calls for three-foot-tall barriers and a
secured zone around the trade center. Vehicles entering the zone would be screened. Only those that can
prove they have business in the trade center or have been previously certified would be allowed in. The New
York Times says the alliance will ask the court to annul the plan. The lawsuit is expected to be filed Thursday.
Responding to the impending suit, the city said car bombs pose a serious risk.
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From:
Sent:
Subject:

King, Rudolph
Friday, November 15, 2013 7:44 AM
Morning Clips - 11.15.13

PANYNJ
Chairman of Port Authority Comments on Potential $400 Million Lawsuit it Faces From Jersey City
Over Taxes
Joshua Surd
NJBiz- Full Text
The head of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey defended his agency ahead of a $400 million
lawsuit it could face from Jersey City, which seeks to have the bistate entity pay higher taxes for a host of
properties it owns around the city. Port Authority Chairman David Samson told NJBIZ: 'We usually do not
comment on threatened or pending litigation, but I can tell you the Port Authority is in compliance with its legal
and contractual obligations." Earlier this week, Jersey City Mayor Steven Fulop said he planned to sue the
agency for $400 million, citing "economic damages caused by the Port Authority's unfair and outdated tax
agreements with the city." Fulop said agreements for scores of properties have cost the city hundreds of
millions of dollars in lost tax revenue over several decades, and that agency officials have been completely
unresponsive" to his outreach efforts since he took office in July. All told, the city alleges the Port Authority
pays $2.2 million annually for properties whose current assessments should generate more than $18 million in
taxes. Officials from the authority, whose board met this week, have declined to respond ahead of pending
litigation. Meantime, some state lawmakers came out in defense of the agency, including Sen. Michael
Doherty, who said the threat of the lawsuit was "hypocrisy" considering state tax exemptions enjoyed by the
city.

WTC Security Plan Resisted -Opinion
Amanda Fung
Crain's NY Business- Full Text
Local residents are not happy with the New York Police Department's security plan for the World Trade Center.
In fact, a group of lower Manhattan residents is preparing to sue the NYPD Thursday over the plan, stating that
it will leave the center in "fortresslike isolation" and the area around it "as impervious to traffic as the Berlin
Wall," according to The New York Times.
The WTC Neighborhood Alliance, made up of a dozen residents and one local shop owner, claims that the
environmental impact statement for the area was flawed in its analysis and did not take into account alternative
solutions. Meanwhile, 72-story 4 World Trade Center officially opened Wednesday. The Silverstein Properties'
office tower will be home to the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and the city's Human Resources
Adminsitration.
Residents plan to sue NYPD over WTC security plan
Associated Press - Updated - 11.14.13 - 5:50PM -full Text
NEW YORK (AP)- Some lower Manhattan residents are suing police over the security plan for the World
Trade Center site. The WTC Neighborhood Alliance filed a suit Thursday in Manhattan. The plan calls for 3foot-tall barriers and a secured zone around the trade center. Only vehicles that can prove they have business
in the trade center or have been previously certified would be allowed in. The suit says the plan will leave the
center in "fortress-like isolation" and the area around it "as impervious to vehicular traffic as the Berlin Wall."
The city Law Department says the importance of security at a site that terrorists targeted "cannot be
overstated." City lawyers note that pedestrians and bicyclists will be able to move freely there. The suit asks to
get the plan annulled.
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Moody's Adds WTC Space
By Laura Kusisto
Wall Street Journal- Full Text
Moody's Corp. MCO +0.83% , the anchor tenant of the first tower to be rebuilt in Lower Manhattan after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, is expanding again downtown. The company, which includes both the creditrating unit and an analytics arm, is taking the top three floors of 7 World Trade Center, a 52-story building
developed by Larry Silverstein that was the first to replace those destroyed by the 9/11 attacks. When it
opened about seven years ago, some predicted the building would struggle to attract large tenants, but leases
by Moody's, which agreed to occupy a third of the tower, and music licensing company BMI provided early
evidence the area could bounce back. Moody's is subleasing its 129,000-square-foot space from Germany's
Portigon Financial Services, which emerged from WestLB after the company underwent a restructuring a
couple of years ago. It leased the space in 2008. Portigon, a portfolio-services provider, is currently undergoing
a restructuring and has reduced both administrative and personnel expenses by about a third, according to an
August news release. The company didn't respond to a request for comment. The asking rent for the space
was $65 a square foot, significantly higher than the average asking rent for top space in Lower Manhattan,
which is nearly $46 a square foot, according to Newmark Grubb Knight Frank. Moody's has expanded in 7
World Trade Center, even as many financial-services companies cut back on space during the recession. It
first leased about 580,000 square feet in 2006 and added about 80,000 square feet of expansion space in
2007. "It's nice to see a downtown tenant expanding. You see so much talk about companies compressing,
that it's good to see one going the other way," said Mark Weiss, a broker at Newmark Grubb Knight Frank, who
represented Portigon. A spokesman for Moody's said it has seen strong market demand for its research,
ratings and analytical products in recent years. "We've secured additional space at 7 World Trade Center to
support our needs while remaining committed to downtown," he said. Cushman & Wakefield, which
represented Moody's, declined to comment.

Doblin: Should Have Been Ice Cream Cones at the GWB- Editorial
Alfred P. Doblin
The Record
THERE IS a logical explanation as to why three local lanes to the George Washington Bridge were
mysteriously closed in September. Someone inside the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey wanted to
give commuters a gift. Yes, a gift. This employee, someone high up enough to matter, someone with, let's say
edge, remembered Governor Christie became a YouTube sensation because he liked his ice cream cones. So
it being hot September and all, this Port Authority employee told someone, "Let's get some cones to the GWB."
The lower-level employee, not understanding the edgy guy wanted ice cream cones, sent traffic cones instead.
Of course, the possibility that the lane closures were political payback aimed at the mayor of Fort Lee for not
endorsing Christie for governor is an equally plausible theory. According to The Wall Street Journal, David
Wildstein, an upper-level Port Authority employee with ties to Christie, ordered up the cones. Wildstein isn't
talking. No one at the Port Authority wants to identify the individual who ordered the lane closures despite
continued requests for information by state Sen. Loretta Weinberg, D-Teaneck. Weinberg promises not to
relent. I believe her. The executive director of the Port Authority, Patrick Faye, has said the lane closures were
"ill-advised" and "subverted" agency policy. The action may even have been illegal. Still, no one is explaining
what happened. The Port Authority's logo might as well be a great big clam shell.
GWB Lane Closure Controversy
MY9 NJ
Fort Lee, New Jersey- Controversy continues surrounding the recent unexpected and unannounced lane
closures on the George Washington Bridge that impacted thousands of drivers trying to get to work. Senator
Loretta Weinberg led the charge yesterday at a Port Authority event to try and get some answers regarding
these closures. "Did somebody use the George Washington Bridge for some petty political reason? Maybe it's
just because the Mayor's a pain in the rear-end to them because he represents Fort Lee which is the town that
leads into the George Washington Bridge so there are a lot of unanswered questions," Weinberg said.
Aviation
2
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Cocaine Diapers, Machine Guns, Ammo Among Haul Confiscated at Area Airports in Last Three Years
Oren Yaniv
NY Daily News
Cocaine stashed in diapers, jeans soaked with liquid-coke, one missile and 1.6 million rounds of ammothat's some of the haul confiscated from area airports, according to a report released Thursday. An eyepopping total of six tons of hard drugs were seized in Kennedy and Newark Airports over the past three years.
Airport Noise Bill Veto 'Really a Victory'
Scott Eidler
Newsday- Full Text
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo directed the Port Authority to study aircraft noise over Long Island and hold public
hearings about the issue. Cuomo ordered the work after vetoing a bill late Wednesday that called for the study
but needed approval from New Jersey lawmakers. The legislation was seen as a pivotal first step for Nassau
and Queens residents who have claimed a rise in flights at Kennedy and LaGuardia airports has increased jet
noise in their communities. "I recognize that aircraft noise has been a concern for residents of Queens County
and Nassau County," the governor wrote in his veto memo. "Therefore, rather than wait for New Jersey to
enact companion legislation that would require ... studies at all Port Authority airports, I am vetoing this bill but
directing the Port Authority to conduct noise studies" for LaGuardia and Kennedy. He also called for a
"community roundtable" for airport noise and related issues. The veto is "really a victory," State Sen. Kemp
Hannon (R-Garden City), sponsor of the Senate bill, said Thursday. "That's what we wanted to get, we want to
be able to show the world how some of these homes are being inundated with noise." Co-sponsor Sen. Jack
Martins (R-Mineola) said Cuomo's veto was "a better outcome" and "prevented the possibility that New Jersey
wouldn't have acted on the legislation." New York's Democratic Sens. Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand
and Democratic Reps. Steve Israel and Grace Meng lauded the governor's decision, noting they had called for
such community roundtable hearings. "Residents living among the highest air traffic in the country should have
every opportunity to present their views to the appropriate authorities and a vehicle to gather information and
hold people accountable," Schumer said in a statement. Assemb. Edward Ra (R-Franklin Square), co-sponsor
of the Assembly bill, called Cuomo's directive "the largest step that has been taken on this issue."
Better Airplane Noise Monitoring System to Come to Boro: Officials
Times Ledger
Queens is getting a new system for monitoring noise from area airports, officials from the Port Authority of New
York & New Jersey said last week. State Assemblywoman Marge Markey (D-Maspeth) called a meeting Nov.
6 at Maspeth Town Hall for officials from the Port Authority and the Federal Aviation Administration to address
longstanding complaints about noise from airplanes flying into and out of LaGuardia and Kennedy International
airports. Residents came from Woodside, Middle Village, Maspeth, Elmhurst, Woodside and Jackson Heights
for the meeting. Edward Knoesel, manager of the Port Authority's environmental services aviation department,
announced a new Airport Noise and Operations Monitoring System is in the process of being implemented
throughout the borough.
United Airlines to Serve Atlantic City Airport
Samantha Henry
Associated Press- Full Text
NEWARK, N.J. (AP)- United Airlines will soon offer non-stop flights to Atlantic City International Airport, a
move that New Jersey officials hope will boost the falling fortunes of the seaside gambling resort. United
Chairman Jeff Smisek was joined Thursday by Gov. Chris Christie and New Jersey's Democratic Senate
President Steve Sweeney at Newark Liberty International Airport to announce the airline would begin non-stop
daily service to Atlantic City from its hubs in Chicago and Houston -the nation's third- and fourth-largest cities starting April 1. "United's new Atlantic City service will drive business, tourism and economic development
throughout the southern part of the state," Smisek said. The additional service is one of Atlantic City's most
pressing needs as its local market continues to decline under pressure from casinos in neighboring states.
Casino revenue in Atlantic City has fallen from $5.2 billion in 2006 to just over $3 billion last year. Christie said
the added service is part of a "renewed focus" his administration - with support from Sweeney and others- had
been placing on trying to revive Atlantic City's sagging fortunes. He said they were "giving every opportunity for
Atlantic City to continue to grow and prosper and for the citizens of South Jersey and the whole state to benefit
from that future growth." Christie made a brief appearance at the airport Thursday morning after canceling
3
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what would have been his first out-of-state speech since winning re-election last week. A Christie spokesman
said the governor was fighting off a cold and had to cut back his schedule. The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey took over operation of the Atlantic City International Airport in July, under a 15-year agreement
with The South Jersey Transportation Authority. The airport never turned a profit under SJTA control. It saw a
28 percent drop in passenger traffic during the first four months of 2013 compared to the previous year. United
announced Thursday that daily flights from Chicago would depart at 8:10a.m. daily, arriving in Atlantic City at
11:17 a.m. Return flights will depart Atlantic City at 11:52 a.m. and arrive in Chicago at 1:10 p.m. From
Houston, United's flight to Atlantic City will depart at 7 p.m. daily, arriving at 11:20 p.m. The return flight will
depart Atlantic City at 6 a.m. and arrive in Houston at 8:49a.m. United Express carrier ExpressJet will operate
the Atlantic City flights with 50-seat Embraer ERJ-145 aircraft.

4
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle
Friday, November 15, 2013 12:30 PM
Schwarz, Arielle
Afternoon Clips: 11.15.13

AVIATION
Atlantic City Lands Flights
Christie Lures United in Bid to Boost City's Economic Fortunes
By Ted Mann
The Wall Street Journal- Full Text
United Airlines agreed to begin daily flights to and from Atlantic City International Airport from its hubs in Houston and
Chicago in April, Republican Gov. Chris Christie said Thursday, boosting his efforts to reverse the city's sagging economic
fortunes. United's arrival in Atlantic City was a coup in part because aviation experts say it's difficult to convince airlines to
serve the small airport, which the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey took over earlier this year. The airport
currently hosts a single commercial carrier, Spirit Airlines, SAVE -0.45% and previous efforts to add new commercial
service have foundered. The Wall Street Journal reported in September that a Port Authority executive had offered a deal
to United in which the authority would fund an extension of the PATH rapid transit line to Newark Liberty International
Airport in exchange for a commitment to serve Atlantic City. An authority official said Thursday that Mr. Christie's
representatives within the authority have been "absolutely insistent" that hundreds of millions of dollars be included in the
next capital plan to begin work on the PATH project. The full project could cost from $2 billion to $4 billion, the official said,
and some within the authority question the use of the funds on a connection to the Newark airport. The capital plan isn't
expected to be released before the end of the year. A United spokesman said the airline received no incentives to provide
the Atlantic City service, though he didn't rule out applying for any existing incentive programs provided by the airport.
"Any discussions about the PATH train are irrelevant to the Atlantic City service," spokesman Rahsaan Johnson said.
Announcing the new flights at Newark airport alongside United CEO Jeff Smisek, Mr. Christie said the expansion would
help Atlantic City "grow and prosper," but warned it was up to local businesses to ensure the city's success. State Senate
President Steve Sweeney was among a number of Democrats who hailed the service expansion, saying it could help
"unlock the nation to come into Atlantic City." "Atlantic City was good to the entire state for a long time," Mr. Sweeney
said. "Let's give it back." Some aviation experts are skeptical that United would risk a potential money-losing service
expansion without assurances elsewhere, such as the potential for a one-seat ride from Lower Manhattan to Newark that
a PATH extension would bring. "It's hard to know whether it's a virtual carrot or a real carrot," Robert Mann, an aviation
consultant, said of the New Jersey push to fund the PATH extension. "It would be of very great interest to United."

United gives boost to Atlantic City airport with 2 routes
By Ben Mutzabaugh
USA TODAY
United Airlines will add service to Atlantic City International Airport (ACY) this spring, offering nonstop service to its hubs
at Houston Bush Intercontinental and Chicago O'Hare. Starting April1, United will offer one daily round-trip flight to both
cities on 50-seat Embraer ERJ-145 regional jets operated by United Express affiliate ExpressJet. United's arrival is a
major shot in the arm for the New Jersey airport, which has struggled to both lure and to hold on to major carriers.
Currently, the airport has regularly scheduled service on just one airline: ultra low-cost carrier Spirit Airlines. New Jersey
officials have been working for years to gain traction for the airport near the southern New Jersey gambling and beach
city. As part of that effort, the South Jersey Transportation Authority (SJTA) reached a deal with the agency that runs the
three big New York City-area airports to take over operations at ACY. That operator- the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey- stated this summer that one of its goals would be to lure more airlines to the sparsely used airport.

United to launch service at Atlantic City airport
By Jacqueline L. Urgo
Philly.com
In a move that New Jersey and local officials hope will boost the sagging fortunes of Atlantic City gaming and tourism in
the region, United Airlines said Thursday that it would launch daily nonstop service to and from its two largest hub
airports, Chicago and Houston, at Atlantic City International Airport beginning in April. The announcement was made by
Gov. Christie and United CEO Jeff Smisek during a news conference at Newark Liberty International Airport, a major
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United hub. "This is an investment in South Jersey," Smisek said. "United's new Atlantic City service will drive business,
tourism, and economic development throughout the southern part of the state."
What's in an airport name?
By Todd Leopold
CNN
You know the airport names: Hartsfield-Jackson. O'Hare. Logan. Lambert. But, all too often, they're just names. What
about the people these American airports are named for? You might be surprised to find out just who's being honored by
having their monikers on some of America's most important travel links. We'll skip the presidential airports-- JFK, Reagan
National and so on, and look at some of the less evident namesakes. Check out the gallery to meet the people behind the
airport names.

Facebook to the Rescue: Authorities Use Social Media to Prevent N.Y.C. Bridge Suicide
By Kelli Bender
People Magazine
If you thought social media served no greater purpose than to waste time at work or locate old pals, think again. One
Facebook status ended up saving a New Jersey teen's life this week. According to the New York Daily News, an
unidentified 18-year-old posted a picture of New York City's George Washington Bridge along with the words "I'm thinking
of jumping" on Tuesday. A friend of the New Jersey college student immediately noticed the troubling status and
expressed his concern to authorities. To boost prevention efforts, New Jersey officers passed the information on to the
Port Authority Police Department. The department's Lt. Thomas Michaels handed out a photo of the teen to his staff and
contacted the college student on Facebook, encouraging the young man to call him for help. In a few hours Lt. Michaels'
phone was ringing.
Suicidal teen saved by New Jersey police CommentO Share
By Sue Robinson
The Examiner
A teenager prepared to commit suicide was saved by police authorities in New Jersey. The 18-year-old troubled teen
reached out on his Facebook page to announce his decision to jump over a bridge, according to NBC News reports on
Nov. 14. The picture of the George Washington Bridge- infamous for numerous successful suicides- was posted online
along with his message, "I am ready to jump," Local New Jersey police authorities along with the Port Authority Police
Department were contacted by another Facebook user who read the unsettling message; they were able to reach out to
the teen via his online Face book page.
PANYNJ
Weiner Lesniak scores another no-bid contract with Jersey City
By Terrence T. McDonald
The Jersey Journal
Powerful law firm Weiner Lesniak won a no-bid contract to represent Jersey City in its lawsuit against the Port Authority,
thanks to a unanimous vote by the City Council last night. The Parsippany firm counts among its partners state Sen.
Raymond Lesniak, D-Union. The contract, awarded 8-0 by the council with Councilwoman Candice Osborne absent, sets
payment at $150 per hour, not to exceed $50,000. Corporation Counsel Jeremy Farrell told the council at its Tuesday
caucus that the city doesn't expect the firm will be able to represent the city in the suit for just $50,000. But the small
amount will force the administration to give the council frequent updates as the body mulls whether to renew the contract
at $50,000 intervals, Farrell said.
Analysis: Winners and losers from the week in politics
By Darryl Isherwood
NJ.com
With the closeout of the gubernatorial race, election fatigue set in this week across New Jersey as voters took a break
from the constant talk of turnout and coattails. But in New Jersey we know there is always another election around the
corner and as an added bonus for the junkies, speculation over Gov. Chris Christie's presidential run began at 8:01 p.m.
on Election Night. ... The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey: Already dealing with a rash of criticism over
2
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allegations that September lane closures at the George Washington Bridge were politically motivated, the bi-state agency
now faces the threat of a lawsuit from Jersey City over "unfair and outdated" tax agreements.

3
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Monday, November 18, 2013 11:40 AM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Media inquiry-- GWB lane closings

Michael LaMarca from Chasing NJ called for comment on a letter we supposedly just received from NJ state Senator
Loretta Weinberg about the GWB lane closing issue. I will not return the call unless instructed to do otherwise.

1
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Schwarz, Arielle on behalf of Wildstein, David
Monday, November 18, 2013 11:43 AM
Wildstein, David
FW: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

From: Rivera, Jose

Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2013 12:54 PM
To: Zipf, Peter; Wildstein, David

Subject: RE: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

As discussed, attached is a revised PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under four scenarios:
Sheet 1: Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and traffic is allowed to
move freely from the various approaches.
Sheet 2: Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are typically set up to
segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three right-most lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 3: Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three lanes from Fort Lee
are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the toll plaza. Since the traffic
flows are extremely congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering
recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic
cones, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe
crashes.
Sheet 4: Similar to above, however traffic from Fort Lee is restricted to two lanes then merged into one
lane to feed the right-most lane of the toll plaza. Also as above, since traffic flows are extremely
congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering recommends that the Fort Lee
traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic cones to reduce the risk of
sideswipe crashes.

GWB UL Tolls 6.pdf

Jose
From: Zipf, Peter

Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:19 PM
To: Wildstein, David

Cc: Rivera, Jose
Subject: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified
David,
1
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As requested, attached is a suggested modification. Jose will certainly work out the details/further development with
GWB as needed. One additional scenario could be a merge down to one lane, if needed.
Let me know if you need anything further.

Peter

From: Rivera, Jose
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013 6:11PM
To: Zipf, Peter
Cc: Starace, Jim; Buchsbaum, Jack; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza); Diculescu, Michael
Subject: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Attached is a PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under three scenarios:
Sheet 5: Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and traffic is allowed to
move freely from the various approaches.
Sheet 6: Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are typically set up to
segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three right-most lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 7: Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three lanes from Fort Lee
are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the toll plaza. Since the traffic
flows are extremely congested during the morning peak periods, Traffic Engineering
recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other approaches by use of traffic
cones, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe
crashes.

« File: GWB UL Tolls Sa.pdf »
I hope this helps. Please advise if you need additional information.
Jose M. Rivera, Jr., P.E.
ChiefTraffic Engineer
Port Authority of NY & NJ I Two Gateway Center, 14th Floor I Newark, NJ 07102 I
Office: 973-565-7866 I BlackBerry: 862-754-4781 I irivera@panynj.gov I www.panyni-gov
ONE TEXT OR CALL COULD WRECK IT ALL Iwww.distraction.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Lado, Tina
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 5:19 PM
'Samson, David'; Baroni, Bill; Wildstein, David
Assembly Transportation Committee Hearing MONDAY NOVEMBER 25th
A2886-S689 A3624-S3841 Analysis OEEP_Aviation_Law.docx; A4355_11.PDF; AR 168
_11.PDF

Importance:

High

Chairman, Bill, David,
The NJ Assembly Transportation Public \Narks and Independent Authorities Committee just released its Committee
agenda for Monday November 2S'h
They are taking "testimony from invited guests and the public concerning the decision by the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey to close, without prior public notice, access lanes to the George Washington Bridge in
Fort lee, New Jersey from September 9, 2013 to September 13, 2013. The committee will also take testimony
concerning the safety hazards and economic losses resulting from that closure."
Also on the agenda are two bills:
A-4355
(Spencer)

Requires PANYNJ to conduct noise and land usc compatibility
survey.

http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/A4 500/4 355 Il.PDF
Attached is the analysis provided by the Law and Aviation Departments on S3847 which is applicable to the NJ version.
Law's additional response to the question if the bills were similar is that "Having read both the New York and New
Jersey bills, they are identical in all material respects. While there arc slight differences in the language, including the
form of citations, there is no difference in the substantive requirements which these bills would impose on the Port
Authority. If they are both passed and signed by the governors of each State, those requirements would be binding on the
Port Authority to the extent they arc not in conflict with the Compact or federal law. Our analysis to date, reveals no
such conflicts."
A4355 is similar to recent NY state legislation, S3847 which would "mandate the performance of a voluntary Part 150
Airport Noise Compatibility Planning Study." It also included the recommendation of changes to operation and land-use
measures to improve compatibility between airports and surrounding communities; that the PA would submit a report to
the governors and legislatures of both NY and NJ of findings by June 1, 2014; require the PA to hold biannual hearings to
allow community stakeholders to express concerns re\l,arding noise.
Governor Cuomo vetoed the measure on November 13' :
VETO MESSAGE - No. 248
TO THE SENATE,
I am returning herewith, without my approval, the following bill:
Senate Bill Number 3841, entitled:
11

AN ACT to amend chapter 154 of the laws of 1921, relating to the
port authority of New York and New Jersey, in relation to requiring a noise and land use compatibility study 11

PA - DW - 000196

NOT APPROVED

(

11

as

This bill would require the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
Port Authority 11 ) to conduct a noise and land use compatibility study

outlined

in

Part

150

of the federal aviation regulations, make a

report on the findings of such study available to the public by June 1,
2014, and hold biennial public hearings regarding aircraft noise issues.
The bill would take effect only upon enactment into law by the State of
New Jersey of identical legislation.
residents

of

Queens County and Nassau County. Therefore, rather than wait for
Jersey to enact companion legislation that would require Part
studies at all Port Authority airports,
I am vetoing this bill
directing the Port Authority to conduct noise studies that meet

I recognize that aircraft noise has been a concern

for

New
150
but
the

requirements of Part 150 for LaGuardia and JFK airports and to establish
a
community roundtable for airport noise and related issues in collaboration with the Federal Aviation Administration and other stakeholders.
The bill is disapproved.

AR-168
Giblin

(signed) ANDREW M. CUOMO

Supports extension of New York City IRT Flushing Line into New
Jersey.

The Assembly Resolution "resolution supports the extension of the New York City IRT 14 Flushing Line into the
State of New Jersey. This extension would 15 increase ridership capacity between Manhattan and New Jersey
by 16 approximately 128,000 riders per day."
Expresses the sense of the General Assembly in favor of the extension of the MTA 7 Subway line across the Hudson River
to the Secaucus Junction Transfer Station (Frank R. lautenberg Station).

http://www.njlcg.state.nj.us/2012/Bills/AR/168 !!.PDF

let me know if you need anything further. Thank you.

Tina Lado
NJ Director, Government&:: Community Relations

THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
tlado@panynj.gov
212-4 35-6903
http://www.panynj.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Coleman, Steve
Thursday, November 21, 2013 11:19 AM
Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Politicker NJ inquiry -- GWB lane closure hearing in Trenton

Bill Mooney of Politicker NJ called to inquire about whether anyone from the Port Authority will be attending the GWB
lane closure hearing scheduled for Monday in Trenton. I will not respond unless instructed otherwise to do so.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Baroni, Bill
Thursday, November 21, 2013 12:05 PM
Coleman, Steve
Foye, Patrick; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Re: Politicker NJ inquiry-- GWB lane closure hearing in Trenton

No response
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 21, 2013, at 11:20 AM, "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov> wrote:
Bill Mooney of Politicker NJ called to inquire about whether anyone from the Port Authority will be
attending the GWB lane closure hearing scheduled for Monday in Trenton. I will not respond unless
instructed otherwise to do so.

1
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