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The traffic caused by these events, and others too numerous to mention, cripples our entire
community holding our residents hostage until the traffic subsides. I continue to meet with
our Chief of Police, our Traftic Department and our engaged Traffic Con~ultants to detennine
.how and if these ongoing gridlocks can be avoided or at least somewhat abated. There is one
conchfsion that we have all reached which is that this regular traffic shut-d.o wn in our
Borough must somehow be alleviated .
We concede that there are many circumstances which contribute to the traffic
problems that \Ve face in Fort Lee. There is, however, a contributing factor which is easily
addressed. bn ·each and every occasion when complete and crippling traffic gridlock occurs,
we contact the Port Authority Police Department and request the ranking officer to dispatch
officei"s to the intersections committed to be manned by the Port Authority and otherwise
facilitate the flow of traffic and to prohibit vehicles from "blocking the box". Vehicles which
"block"· the box ate a direct and proximate cause of the complete traffic shut-down in our
Borough. Prohibiting vehicles from blocking the intersections will certainly not cure or
completely abate the traffic; however, it will at the very least allow our residents to drive
through their own community to get to work, school, doctor's appointments so forth and so
on. On limited occasion, the Port Authority Police Department will comply with our requests
to assist our local department due to what we are told is a severe shortage of manpower. With
no other alternative, we in Fort Lee dispatch our own officers to man the posts that the Port
Authority is required to man, thereby depleting our resources to attend to other
responsibilities required by our officers during these regular gridlock events. Consequently,
we recall officers who are off-duty to assist at exorbitant expense to the Borough. Essentially,
rarely is our Borough provided with assistance from the Port Authority during periods when
we are most in need of assistance.

In order to personally understand and appreciate the hundreds of complaints that I
have received, I have taken my children to Fort Lee High School in the morning as opposed to
utilizing the public school .bus service. Essentially, each and every morning I ultimately
arrive at the intersection of Lemoine Avenue and Bridge Plaza South and remain at a
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which sit in the intersection and "block the box". Accordingly, I along with a line of
hundreds of other vehicles extending back to the southernmost end of Fort Lee remain at a
complete standstill. By merely preventing vehicles from blocking the intersection, hundreds
of vehicles would be free to travel thTough the intersection to their ultimate destination and
help relieve our conummity. This circumstance occurs at several other critical intersections in
Fort Lee and are a direct cause of the regular traffic gridlock that we experience. The mere
dispatching of Port Authority Police Officers to these critical intersections would substantially
alleviate the probleri1s that we face on virtually a daily basis.
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Another circumstance that is readily rectifiable ai1d the cause of regular and avoidable
traffic gridlock is the Port Authority's election to substantially reduce the number of toll
booth workers and resultant reduction in toll lanes on Saturday and Sunday of each week.
Consequently, many vehicles exit the major approach roads and utilize our local
thoroughfares as a "short-cut'' in search of available toll booths. Accordingly, even weekends
no longer provide a respite from traffic and gridlock on our roadways.

BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024-<1799

Mark J. Sokolich
Mayor

Telephone (20 I) 592-3500 -Ext. I003
Facsimile (20 I) 592-1657
E-mail: mayor@forllc.enj.org

Via Facsimile 212-435-6489 & Regular J11ail:
November 9, 2010

iltfr. William Baroni
Deputy Director
Port Authority of New York & New Jersey ·
225 Park Avenue South, 151/i Floor
New York, New York 10003
Re: PROPOSED SHUT-DOWN OF FORT LEE ROADWAYS
Dear Director Baroni:
I preface the following correspondence to you by conceding we are all very frustrated
here in Fott Lee and \:Ve are hopeful that the Port Authority \~'ill intervene and assist our
community with our day-to-day battle with c1ippling traffic gridlock that we experience. Fmt
Lee has always had to deal with the extraordinary ti'affic burdens caused by the George
Washington Bridge ("GWB"); however, lately the traffic has reached unbearable status and
without SOI'ne assistance from the Port Authority, Fort Lee will be in a perpetual state of
emergency.

As you may recall, we met on September 16, 201 0 to discuss various issues regarding
the Port Authority, the Borough of Fmt Lee and the promotion of an open-line
comni.unication. W11ile we here in Fort Lee undertake to handle as many problems internally
as possible utilizing all resources available to us, we have unfortunately reached a point where
we are considering taking extraordinary measures to address the regular traffic shut-down and
gridlock occurring in our Borough. Please pennit me to elaborate.
On approximately 20 occasions over the last forty days, our Borough has been
completely gric\locked. Traveling from the south to the norlh end of our Borough takes
upwards of one hom. Our safety vehicles are unable to traverse our own thoroughfares to
attend to emergencies which place our residents in harms way. Most recently, on
October 30 through October 31, scheduled construction occurred on the lov,:er level of the
GWB which caused complete traffic gridlock in our Borough. Other causes of traffic
shut-dov·m include unscheduled and unanticipated events such as vehici.llp.r accidents, holiday
and event traffic and even modest vehicle break-downs on the Cross Bronx Expressway.
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To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Man, Nov 25, 2013 at 6:26 PM

Statement from Jeff Bader, President of the Association of Bi-State Motor Carriers, on today's
Assembly Transportation Committee hearing:
Today's committee hearing was nothing more than a dog and pony show which provided no
solutions to real problems facing transportation industries that operate in New Jersey. While we are
very sensitive to the effect that the three day lane closure had on the residents of Fort Lee, today's
hearing underscores the shortsightedness of the Assembly Transportation Committee and the
effect that they have on the economy of the entire Northeast. We are grateful to the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey for looking out for the 95% of drivers, including thousands of truckers
every day, who can only use 75% of the toll lanes available entering the George Washington
Bridge. It is only fair that their interests are looked out for as well. It is our hope that we can move
on from this issue of lane closures and work toward improving the way in which the transportation
industry operates in New Jersey.

https://mail .g oog le.com'mai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&-...;ew= pt&q = bri dg etannel<elly%40yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 14291 9591 Ode51 ca

1/1

12/15/13

Grnail - (no subject)

(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Mon, Nov 25, 2013 at 8:00 AM

O'Scanlon: 1,544 vehicles from his district and 2,637 vehicles from Monmouth County wait an extra five minutes
to cross the GW bridge every day because 3 of 12 Upper Level George Washington Bridge lanes are dedicated to
Fort Lee local traffic. That's nearly 22 extra hours of unnecessary waiting time a year.
Jeff Bader: Trucks limited to Upper Level only. Taking 25% of all lanes (3 of 12) out of circulation for Fort Lee
backs up truck traffic from Route 4, 46, 80 and 95, causing delays.
District 39: 8,316 vehicles.

Vehicle E-ZPass Registration for George Washington Bridge
Eastbound Traffic

Total
Vehicles
Eastbound

/o ofTotal
Vehicles

Fort Lee

4,839

4.50%

Bergen County (69 Towns)

45,244

42.40%

Essex County

6,528

6.10%

Passaic County

4,793

4.50%

Morris County

4,683

4.4%

Hudson County

3,738

3.5%

Middlesex County

2,946

2.8%

Monmouth County

2,637

2.5%

Union County

1,905

1.8%

Somerset County

1,036

1.0%

Mercer County

881

0.8%

Northwest New Jersey

1,298

1.30%

South Jersey

921

0.90%

0
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New York

15,747

14.8%

Other States

7,188

6.7%

Total Traffic

104,384

100%

Distributed Typical Weekday Counts for
GWB
Cape May

1

Lower Township

0.05%

DISTRICT 1

Gloucester

3

Newfield

56

56

0.04%

47

DISTRICT 3

Gloucester

4

W illiamstown

47

0.03%

39

DISTRICT 4

Gloucester

5

Wenonah

29

0.04%

47

47

DISTRICT 5

Camden

6

Cheny Hill

0.13%

DISTRICT 6

133

133

Burlington

7

Willingboro

0.08%

79

Burlington

7

Moorestown

0.07%

76

DISTRICT 7

155

Burlington

8

Medford

0.13%

140

Burlington

8

Lumberton

0.03%

29
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Burlington

8

Columbus

0.03%

DISTRICT 8

Ocean

9

Surf City

207

0.11%

DISTRICT 9

Ocean

10

Toms

Ocean

10

Ocean

Ocean

Ri~r

28

112

112

0.04%

47

Brick

0.03%

29

10

Lavallette

0.03%

29

10

Point Pleasant

0.03%

29

DISTRICT 10

134

Monmouth

11

Freehold

0.13%

141

Monmouth

11

Neptune

0.09%

94

Monmouth

11

Ocean

0.04%

39

Monmouth

11

West Long Branch

0.10%

101

Gro~

DISTRICT 11

375

Monmouth

12

Creamridqe

0.04%

39

Monmouth

12

Englishtown

0.07%

78

Monmouth

12

Matawan

0.08%

84

Monmouth

12

Perrineville

0.21%

215

Monmouth

12

Roose~ It

0.12%

125

Ocean

12

Jackson

0.03%

29
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DISTRICT 12
570

Monmouth

13

Highlands

0.04%

39

Monmouth

13

Leonardo

0.05%

56

Monmouth

13

Marlboro

0.04%

39

Monmouth

13

Morganville

0.10%

106

Monmouth

13

New Monmouth

0.04%

39

Monmouth

13

North Middletown

1.11%

1,161

Monmouth

13

Port Monmouth

0.05%

52

Monmouth

13

Sea Bright

0.05%

52

DISTRICT 13

1,544

Middlesex

14

Jamesburg

0.28%

296

Middlesex

14

Cranbury

0.21%

216

Middlesex

14

Plainsboro

0.04%

42

Mercer

14

Hightstown

0.08%

232

Mercer

14

West Trenton

0.04%

42

DISTRICT 14

828

Mercer

15

Trenton

0.22%

Mercer

15

Princeton

0.22%

82

Mercer

15

Hopewell

0.12%

42

Mercer

15

Princeton Junction

0.12%

234

126
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Mercer

15

Pennington

0.04%

DISTRICT 15

123

607

Middlesex

16

Kendall Park

0.08%

89

Middlesex

16

Monmouth Junction

0.09%

94

Middlesex

16

Dayton

0.06%

67

Hunterdon

16

Flemington

0.02%

20

Hunterdon

16

Raritan

0.05%

56

Hunterdon

16

Stockton

0.03%

32

Hunterdon

16

Three Bridges

0.06%

59

Hunterdon

16

White House Station

0.07%

68

Somerset

16

Basking Ridge

0.23%

240

Somerset

16

Hillsborough

0.04%

42

Somerset

16

Belle Mead

0.04%

42

Somerset

16

South Branch

0.08%

84

DISTRICT 16

892

Middlesex

17

Piscataway

0.25%

258

Middlesex

17

North Brunswick

0.14%

148

Middlesex

17

New Brunswick

0.26%

268

Somerset

17

Somerset

0.22%

233
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DISTRICT 17

907

Middlesex

18

Edison

0.35%

370

Middlesex

18

East Brunswick

0.19%

194

Middlesex

18

South Plainfield

0.10%

110

Middlesex

18

Metuchen

0.08%

82

Middlesex

18

South River

0.06%

67

DISTRICT 18

822

Middlesex

19

Carteret

0.17%

180

Middlesex

19

Woodbridge

0.13%

134

Middlesex

19

Parlin

0.10%

109

Middlesex

19

Iselin

0.09%

98

Middlesex

19

Avenel

0.08%

84

Middlesex

19

Sayreville

0.04%

42

DISTRICT 19

647

Union

20

Elizabeth

0.18%

186

Union

20

Union

0.12%

123

Union

20

Industrial Hillside

0.09%

95

Union

20

Roselle

0.06%

67

DISTRICT 20

Union

21

New Providence

470

0.29%

299
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Union

21

Westfield

0.21%
218

Union

21

Cranford

0.16%

170

Union

21

Summit

0.09%

96

Union

21

Berkeley Heights

0.06%

67

Somerset

21

Watchung

0.04%

42

DISTRICT 21

892

Union

21

Springfield

0.09%

94

Union

22

Linden

0.13%

133

Union

22

Scotch Plains

0.13%

137

Union

22

Rahway

0.11%

112

Union

22

Plainfield

0.06%

67

Union

22

Fanwood

0.04%

42

Somerset

22

Green Brook

0.04%

DISTRICT 22

42

627

Hunterdon

23

Annandale

0.02%

19

Hunterdon

23

Glen Gardner

0.02%

20

Somerset

23

Bedminster

0.14%

149

Somerset

23

Bridgewater

0.12%

123

Warren

23

Hackettstown

0.13%

135

Warren

23

Phillipsburg

0.06%

67
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513

DISTRICT 23

Morris

24

Mount Olive Township

0.04%

42

Sussex

24

Branchville

0.02%

20

Sussex

24

Glenwood

0.02%

20

Sussex

24

Hamburg

0.11%

112

Sussex

24

Highland Lakes

0.04%

41

Sussex

24

Hopatcong

0.03%

32

Sussex

24

Lafayette

0.03%

32

Sussex

24

Lake Hopatcong

0.05%

52

Sussex

24

Newton

0.11%

118

Sussex

24

Ogdensburg

0.02%

20

Sussex

24

Sparta

0.16%

164

Sussex

24

Stanhope

0.07%

76

Sussex

24

Vernon

0.02%

20

Warren

24

Blairstown

0.03%

32

Warren

24

Oxford

0.03%

32

Warren

24

Great Meadows

0.02%

20

DISTRIRCT 24

836

Morris

25

Boonton

0.11%

110

Morris

25

Brookside

0.02%

25
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111

Morris

25

Chester

0.11%

Morris

25

Den\AIIe

0.07%

68

Morris

25

Landing

0.03%

26

Morris

25

Long Valley

0.04%

42

Morris

25

Mendham

0.08%

84

Morris

25

Morris Plains

0.24%

253

Morris

25

Morristown

0.31%

329

Morris

25

Mount Arlington

0.04%

42

Morris

25

Randolph

0.08%

79

Morris

25

Succasunna

0.12%

125

Morris

25

Wharton

0.05%

52

DISTRICT 25

1,346

Essex

26

Fairfield

0.68%

706

Essex

26

West Caldwell

0.41%

433

Essex

26

Verona

0.03%

37

Morris

26

Kinnelon

0.18%

187

Morris

26

Lincoln Park

0.10%

108

Morris

26

Mont\AIIe

0.04%

42

Morris

26

Mountain Lakes

0.04%

42
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Morris

26

Oak Ridge

0.03%

Morris

26

Parsippany

1.39%

1,448

Morris

26

Pine Brook

0.21%

220

Morris

26

Rockaway

0.25%

266

Passaic

26

West Milford

0.18%

187

Somerset

25

Bernardsville

0.04%

40

Passaic

26

Hewitt

0.08%

84

DISTRICT 26

26

3,824

Essex

27

West Orange

0.45%

469

Essex

27

LivinQston

0.27%

283

Essex

27

Maplewood

0.25%

260

Essex

27

Short Hills

0.22%

225

Essex

27

South Orange

0.13%

136

Essex

27

Roseland

0.10%

100

Essex

27

Millbum

0.04%

39

Morris

27

Cedar Knolls

0.05%

56

Morris

27

Chatham

0.03%

26

Morris

27

East Hanm.er

0.15%

157

Morris

27

Florham Park

0.22%

227

Morris

27

Madison

0.15%

153
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Morris

27

Whippany

0.26%
271

2,402
DISTRICT 27

Essex

28

Nutley

0.47%

494

Essex

28

Bloomfield

0.34%

358

Essex

28

Glen Ridge

0.08%

Essex

28

Newark

1.90%

DISTRICT 28

81

1,987

2,919

Monmouth

30

Howell

0.04%

39

Monmouth

30

Manasquan

0.04%

39

Monmouth

30

Wall

0.10%

Ocean

30

Lakewood

0.03%

DISTRICT 30

99

29

205

Hudson

31

Bayonne

0.09%

90

Hudson

31

Jersey City

1.16%

1,210

DISTRICT 31

1,300

Bergen

32

Edgewater

0.95%

994

Bergen

32

Fairview

0.11%

110

Hudson

32

Secaucus

0.93%

972

Hudson

32

West New York

0.47%

495
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Hudson

32

Harrison

0.14%

147

Hudson

32

Kearny

0.03%

27
2,745

DISTRICT 32

Hudson

33

Hoboken

0.42%

435

Hudson

33

Weehawken

0.29%

304

Hudson

33

Union City

0.06%

59

DISTRICT 33

799

Essex

34

Montclair

0.39%

404

Essex

34

Orange

0.22%

229

Essex

34

East Orange

0.06%

62

Essex

34

U~per

0.05%

56

Passaic

34

Clifton

0.72%

753

Montclair

DISTRICT 34

1,504

Bergen

35

Elmwood Park

0.21%

217

Bergen

35

Garfield

0.45%

472

Passaic

35

Paterson

0.69%

719

Passaic

35

ProsJJect Park

0.21%

220

DISTRICT 35

1,629

Bergen

36

Cliffside Park

0.84%

876

Bergen

36

Little Ferry

0.22%

226

https://mai l.g oog le.comlmai 1/u/0/?ui = 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&\1 ew= pt&q = bridg etannekelly%40yahoo.com&q s=true&search= q uery&th= 1428f58d265d89af

12/16

12/15/13

Grnail- (no subject)

Bergen

36

North Arlington

0.12%

125

Bergen

36

Ridgefield

0.70%

730

Bergen

36

Ridgefield Park

0.57%

Bergen

36

Rutherford

2.02%

2,110

Bergen

36

South Hackensack

0.38%

395

Bergen

36

Teterboro

0.37%

385

Bergen

36

Twp of Washington

0.82%

858

Bergen

36

Wood Ridge

0.13%

137

Passaic

36

Passaic

0.32%

334

592

DISTRICT 36

6,767

Bergen

37

Fort Lee

4.63%

4,839

Bergen

37

Alpine

0.58%

604

Bergen

37

Cresskill

0.74%

768

Bergen

37

Englewood

3.82%

3,994

Bergen

37

Hackensack

1.89%

1,971

Bergen

37

Leonia

1.21%

1,269

Bergen

37

Palisades Park

0.86%

894

Bergen

37

Rockleigh

0.38%

399

Bergen

37

Tenafly

1.46%

1,531
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Bergen

37

West Englewood

5.17%

5,401

DISTRICT 37

21,670

Bergen

38

Bergenfield

1.22%

1,274

Bergen

38

Fair Lawn

1.05%

1,096

Bergen

38

Hasbrouck Heights

0.67%

701

Bergen

38

Lodi

0.35%

369

Bergen

38

Maywood

0.60%

631

Bergen

38

New Milford

0.75%

779

Bergen

38

Oradell

0.29%

303

Bergen

38

Paramus

1.36%

1,424

Bergen

38

Ri~r

0.84%

876

Bergen

38

Rochelle Park

0.52%

544

Bergen

38

Saddle Brook

0.22%

228

Edge

DISTRICT 38

8,226

Bergen

39

Closter

0.55%

Bergen

39

Demarest

0.36%

373

Bergen

39

Dumont

0.78%

811

Bergen

39

Emerson

0.24%

249

Bergen

39

Harrington Park

0.28%

292

Bergen

39

Haworth

0.24%

249

574
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Berqen

39

Hillsdale

0.25%

257

Berqen

39

Mahwah

0.76%

795

Berqen

39

Montvale

0.57%

600

Bergen

39

Norwood

0.58%

602

Bergen

39

Park Ridge

0.32%

337

Berqen

39

Ramsey

0.48%

502

Bergen

39

Saddle River

0.59%

612

Berqen

39

Waldwick

0.17%

176

Berqen

39

Westwood

1.21%

1,261

Passaic

39

Ringwood·

0.31%

322

Passaic

39

Wanaque

0.20%

209

Passaic

39

Bloomingdale

0.03%

28

Passaic

39

Haskell

0.06%

66

DISTRICT 39

8,316

Bergen

40

Allendale

0.64%

668

Bergen

40

Franklin Lakes

0.70%

733

Berqen

40

Ho Ho Kus

0.08%

81

Bergen

40

Midland Park

0.12%

125

Berqen

40

Oakland

0.30%

309

Bergen

40

Ridgewood

1.91%

1,992
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Bergen

40

Wyckoff

0.35%
364

Essex

40

Cedar Grove

0.16%

171

Morris

40

Pompton Plains

0.06%

67

Passaic

40

Wayne

1.19%

Passaic

40

Woodland Park

0.40%

416

Passaic

40

Totowa

0.13%

132

Passaic

40

Pompton Lakes

0.07%

76

1,247

DISTRICT 40

6,379
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Gmail- Re: NJ .com: Lawnaker to seekans~M::rs on GWB closures at Port Authority meeting Monday

Re: NJ.com: Lawmaker to seek answers on GWB closures at Port Authority
meeting Monday
Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Sun, Oct 6, 2013 at 6:50 PM

Ok
On Oct 6, 2013, at 6:49PM , David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Baroni spoke to McKenna over weekend, Loretta will speak at start of committee meeting
though there is no public comment at this meeting) and Schuber is chairing

(e~n

On Sun, Oct 6, 2013 at 5:52PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
A story from NJ.com:
Lawmaker to seek answers on GWB closures at Port Authority meeting Monday
Download the NJ .com app for your iPhone from the App Store today!
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Gmail - N J .com: La\Mllaker to seek ansv..ers on GWB closures at Port Authority meeting Monday

NJ.com: Lawmaker to seek answers on GWB closures at Port Authority
meeting Monday
---·----·-·--·····-····-·---··- ···-·------·-------------·---·-------···--·--··----·-·------·------------Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
Sun, Oct 6, 2013 at 5:52 PM
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

A story from NJ.com:
Lawmaker to seek answers on GWB closures at Port Authority meeting Monday
Download the NJ .com app for your iPhone from the App Store today!
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Gmail - Re: Port Authority chiefs email demands answers to closing of lanes leading to George Washington Bridge- NorthJersey.com

G
Re: Port Authority chiefs email demands answers to closing of lanes leading
to George Washington Bridge - NorthJersey .com
Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: Da~d Wildstein <da~d . wildstein@gmail.com>

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 10:01 PM

No doubt. Faye is a bad guy.
>On Oct 3, 2013, at 9:59PM , Da~d Wildstein <da~d . wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> Still pissing me off
>
>
>>On Oct 3, 2013, at 9:52PM , Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
>>
>> This is the article I sent you this morning.
>>
>>>On Oct 3, 2013, at 9:50PM, Da~d Wildstein <da~d.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>>>
>>> http://www.northjersey.com/news/bergen/Email_shows_Port_Authority_chief_assailed_
closing_of_traffic_lanes_leading_to_George_Washington_Bridge_last_month_.html
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Gmail- Re: NJ .com: Truck spills metal across Turnpike in Fort Lee, slov..ing e..ening commute

G
Re: NJ.com: Truck spills metal across Turnpike in Fort Lee, slowing evening
commute
---------

Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 9:51 PM

That's what I was going to say to be funny. But refrained
On Oct 3, 2013, at 9:50PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

They'll just blame me
On Oct 3, 2013, at 9:45PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Can we blame the Assistant Commissioner for this? Or is this the PA's fault too?

A story from NJ.com:
Truck spills metal across Turnpike in Fort Lee, slowing evening commute
Download the NJ. co m app for your iPhone from the A pp Sto re today!

https://mai l.g oog le.comimai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&\1ew= pt&q = bri dg etannekellf/ o40yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1418129e869168f3

1/1

Gmail- Re:

12/15/13

Re:
~ •

l ).

Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 3:34 PM

Sure
On Oct 1, 2013, at 3:33PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Ok to come visit around 4?

On Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 3:26 PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
Yes
>On Oct 1, 2013, at 3:26PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> In statehouse tomorrow afternoon with Baroni, are you around?
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Gmail- Re: Letter from Senator Weinberg

G
Re: Letter from Senator Weinberg
'•..;

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Mon, Sep 23, 2013 at 5:59 PM

Call me during your drive home
On Sep 23, 2013, at 5:53PM , Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bridget Kelly" <Bridget.Kelly@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: September 23, 2013 at 5:19:38 PM EDT
To: <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fw: Letter from Senator Weinberg

From: Jeanne Ashmore

Sent: Monday, September 23, 2013 OS: 17 PM
To: Bridget Kelly; Nicole Crifo
Subject : FW: Letter from Senator Weinberg

fyi

Attached is a letter from Senator Weinberg to Commissioner William Pat Schuber,
complaining about the traffic pattern change on the GWB.

<Loretta Weinberg Letter.pdf>
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NEW JERSEY LEGISLATURE
MAJORITY LEADER

CoMMI'ITEES

LORETI'A WEINBERG

BUDGET

SENATOR, 37TH DISTRICT

JUDICIARY

545 CEDAR LANE
TEANECK, NJ 07666

COMMISSIONS

PHONE: (201) 928-0100

NJ ISRAEL COMMISSION
NJ HISTORICAL COMMISSfON

FAX: (201) 928-0406

LEGISLATNE SERVICES

September 19,2013

Commissioner William Pat Schuber
The Pmt Authority ofNew York and New Jersey
225 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10003
Dear Conunissioner Schuber:
Again, I find myself at a loss for words in responding to the questions posed by my
constituents in regards to the rationale behind decisions made by the Pmt Authority of
New York and New Jersey. Last year I was at a loss in discussing the rationale behind
the toll increases without meaningful public input and now I am at a loss for words
regarding the Authority's sudden change in the traffic flow pattern to the George
Washington Bridge from Fort Lee. Reducing the number of lanes during peak traffic
times has caused a significant hardship for many in the area. This decision, made with no
public conunent, has created significant congestion m Bergen County.
I am disappointed in the Authority's response, but on a personal level I am disappointed
in your lack of advocacy on behalf of the residents of Bergen County. When you were
confirmed before the Senate you stated, both privately to me and publicly, that you were
going to be the voice for Bergen County residents to the Authority. Sadly, at least based
on your public actions, this does not appear to me to be the case.
It is my hope that this will change and you will ask for answers for the residents of
Bergen County. I. also hope that you will insist on greater transparency from the
Authority.

Printed on Recycled Paper

Conm1issioner William Pat Schuber
September 19,2013
Page2

In the next couple weeks, I would like you to meet with me and my colleagues from the
District to discuss the change in traffic patterns as well as the greater issue of
transparency with the Authority. Please let me know when you are available to meet.
Sincerely,
,r.::7

~----

c/J#~~~
Loretta Weinberg
Senator, District 37
cc. The Honorable Governor Chris Clu·istie
Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle
Assemblyman Gordon M. Jolulson
The Honorable Mark Sokolich, Mayor of Fort Lee
Chainnan David Samson

12/15/13

Gmail- (no subject)

G
(no subject)
Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Sat, Sep 14, 2013 at 8:18AM

Check out the Road Warrior. I'm confused.
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Gmail- Port Authority Letter- September 2013.pdf

Port Authority Letter- September 2013.pdf
--------

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Kelly Bridget <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

~

-----------------··--·-------

Fri, Sep 13, 2013 at 5:03PM

Port Authority Letter- September 2013.pdf
468K
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September I 3, 2013

Mr. Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
The Port Authority of' New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue South
New York, NY 10003

Dear Mr. Baroni:
I was surprised to read reports of tollbooth closures in The Record article " Road Warrior: Closed
toil booths a commuting disaster". According to this article, The Port Authority of New York &

New Jersey has reduced the number of tollbooths to just one for all traffic approaching the
George Washington Bridge from Bruce Reynolds Boulevard and Martha Washington Way in
Fort Lee.
This reduction has created signif-icant delays for our constituents who live in the communities
closest to the George Washington Bridge, especially for the residents of Fort Lee. Commuters
who rely on the Cieorge Washington Bridge every day are experiencing extreme delays.
Furthermore, I am deeply concerned that local officials and local law enforcement agencies were
not properly notified of any change before it was implemented. Not only is this a problem for
commuters, it also a public safety issue and could possibly hinder economic growth in the
surrounding area.
Thank you for laking the time to consider this important issue. I look forward to reviewing the
explanation for the recent reports of reduction in tollbooths. Iff can provide any additional
insight, please do not hesitate to contact me or my Deputy Chief of Staff Assad Akhter in my
oHice at (202) 225-5751 .
Sincerely,

s:.v~~

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Gmail- Re:

Re:
... :::.:

-.,;

-----------------

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Fri, Sep 13, 2013 at 12:07 PM

Yes, unreal. Fixed now

On Fri, Sep 13, 2013 at 11:47 AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
What??
On Sep 13, 2013, at 11 :44 AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
> The New York side gave Fort Lee back all three lanes this morning. We are appropriately going nuts.
Samson helping us to retaliate.
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Grnail- Re:

12/15/13

Re:
----······-·-·--.

----- ·-----

David Wildstein <da....;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Fri, Sep 13, 2013 at 6:41AM

Ok.
On Sep 13, 2013, at 6:33AM , Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
> Let's talk on my way in.
>
>

https:!/rnail .g oog le.cornlrnai 1/u/0/?ui = 2&ik= 505bd3dfe2&view= pt&q = bridg etannel<elly%40yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 14116e9084186984

1/1

Gmail- Re: Fort Lee

12115/13

Re: Fort Lee
David Wildstein <da\1d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 5:30PM

of course

On Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 5:27PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
On way to seaside. Will call later
On Sep 12, 2013, at 3:56PM, Da\1d Wildstein <da\1d.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

call me when you have a moment

On Thu , Sep 12, 2013 at 3:46PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: Christina Genovese Renna <christina.m.genovese@gmail.com>
Date: September 12, 2013, 3:36:20 PM EDT
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fort Lee

This afternoon, Evan received a call from Mayor Sokolich. It came from a
number he was not familiar with that was actually a secretary who patched the
Mayor through to Evan.
The Mayor is extremely upset about the reduction of toll lanes from 3 to 1. Not
only is is causing a horrendous traffic back up in town, First Responders are
having a terrible time maneuvering the traffic because the back up is so severe.
The Mayor told Evan that he has no idea why Port Authority decided to do this,
but there is a feeling in town that it is government retribution for something. He
simply can't understand why that would be the case however, because he has
always been so supportive of the Governor.
Sokolich explained that the Council wants to organize a press conference with
picketers at the foot of the bridge. The Mayor feels he is about to lose control of
the situation and that he looks like a "fucking idiot."
Evan told the fine Mayor he was unaware that the toll lanes were closed, but he
would see what he could find out.
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I
(no subject)
-··-·--·-··-----·- - - - - - -

David Wildstein <da'vid.wildstein@gmail.com>
Wed, Oct 2, 2013 at 7:11AM
Bee: "Stepien, Bill" <b_stepien@yahoo.com>, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>, Bridget Kelly
<bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Port Chief Fumed Over Bridge Jam
Patrick Foye Fired Off an Email Message After Learning of Lane Closures

By TED MANN CONNECT

The abrupt closure oflocal access lanes to the George Washington Bridge last month
triggered a pointed private response from the executive director of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, who said the move likely broke state and federal laws and could
have caused deaths because of snarled traffic.
The executive director, Patrick Foye, fired off an
email message early on the morning of Sept. 13,
after he learned of the lane closures and
subsequent traffic backups in Fort Lee, N.J., from
a daily internal list of pending media inquiries.
Mr. Foye's blistering email, which was sent to top
executives of the authority and was reviewed by
The Wall Street Journal, denounced the closures
as "abusive" and pledged to investigate "how PA
process was wrongfully subverted and the public
interest damaged to say nothing of the credibility
of this agency."
"I pray that no life has been lost or trip of a
hospital- or hospice-bound patient delayed," Mr.
Foye wrote, a reference to ambulances caught in
traffic.

Associated Press

Patrick Foye

The closure of the lanes was seen by some in Fort
Lee and Bergen County as retribution from
surrogates of Republican Gov. Chris Christie-who
shares control of the authority and its bridges with
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More
Mr. Faye's email
Earlier: Bridge Jam's Cause a Mystery I
09/17/2013

New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo-at Fort Lee
Mayor Mark Sokolich, a Democrat who hasn't
endorsed Mr. Christie for re-election.

Mr. Christie's campaign has denied the suggestion,
and called the notion "crazy." The governor's appointees at the authority have said that the
lanes were closed to conduct a traffic study, though they have declined to provide any
supporting materials or findings.
Mr. Christie's spokesman referred questions to the Port Authority, where a spokesman
declined to comment.
Mr. Foye, an appointee of Mr. Cuomo, wrote that the lane closures were made without
informing numerous interested parties, including himself, local and Port Authority police, Mr.
Sokolich, and commuters.
His email also throws into question the Port Authority's prior explanation for the shutdown:
that the lanes were closed so the authority could perform the traffic study.
In the email, Mr. Foye listed the divisions within the authority that weren't consulted before
the traffic pattern was changed, including the police department, and the Traffic and
Engineering division.
The authority's public response has described the lane closures as part of "a week of study at
the George Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns."
People familiar with the matter disputed that. "There was no study," one of them said.
Mr. Faye's email was sent to Robert Durando, the general manager of the bridge for more
than a decade, and Cedrick Fulton, director of the Tunnels, Bridges and Terminals
Department and Mr. Durando's boss. Copied on the message were the highest level
leadership of the authority, including Mr. Christie's two top appointees, Chairman David
Samson and Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni.
Mr. Durando referred inquiries to the authority's press office. Requests to speak to top port
executives weren't answered Tuesday.
The lane closures winnowed the approach routes from Fort Lee to the bridge to one from
three, and triggered massive congestion in Fort Lee for four straight weekdays, officials said.
The lanes were reopened within minutes of Mr. Foye's email on Sept. 13.
Some Bergen County Democrats were livid over the sudden closures. Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg, a Democrat who represents the county, wrote to authority
Commissioner William Schuber to express her dismay last month, saying she was at a "loss
for words" about the closure, according to a copy of the letter reviewed by The Wall Street
Journal.
"This whole traffic jam still remains a mystery," she said Tuesday.
https://mail.google.comlmail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&\1ew=pt&q=mpdrew42%40gmail.com&qs=true&search=query&th=14178dd38155bc56
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Mayor Sokolich said he hasn't received answers to his request for information about why the
authority ordered the closures. Still, the mayor said he was a supporter of many of Mr.
Christie's policies, and didn't believe that the closures were intended to punish him, a theory
he said had been the subject of "rumors."
-Heather Haddon contributed to this article.

Write to Ted Mann at ted.mann@wsj.com
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Gmail - Fv.d: Christie and GWB

c~ I
Fwd: Christie and GWB
- - - - - - - - ---·-·--------·--

David Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bill Baroni <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 3:25 PM

- - - - Forwarded message - - - From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Oct 1, 2013 at 3:21 PM
Subject: Fwd: Christie and GWB
To: Dav;d Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

FYI
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Drewniak" <M ichaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: October 1, 2013, 2:49:11 PM EDT
To: <Ted.Mann@wsj.com>
Subject: Re: Christie and GWB

Ted,
I answered this a couple weeks ago. The Port Authority is an in dependent agency, and I
would refer you there about its traffic studies.

From: Mann, Ted [mailto:Ted.Mann@wsj.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 01, 2013 01:21PM
To: Michael Drewniak
Subject: Christie and GWB

Michael,

We're working on a follow-up story about the lane closures on the GWB the week of Sept. 9. We've
confirmed that many of the stakeholders were not told this was being done, including police, local
officials and the Port Authority's executive director.

We'll be mentioning question raised in earlier stories about whether these closures were in some
way intended as retribution for Mayor Sokolich's failure to endorse Gov. Christie's re-election bid.
Do you have a response to that?
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Further, did Gov. Christie know that the lanes were being closed by the Port Authority? Did he
order it? If he didn't, did he approve of making this move without notifying key officials within the
Port Authority, the local police, PA police, or the public? Does he approve of the way this was
handled?

This story may run in tomorrow's paper, so I'll need an answer sometime this afternoon, please.

Thanks,
Ted Mann

Ted Mann
Reporter
The Wall Street Journal.
1211 Sixth Ave.
New Y ark NY 10036
212-416-2660 (o)
646-535-6072 (c)
ted.mann@wsj .com
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I
for heather...
----------------------··-· - - - ·

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Sep 17, 2013 at 4:24PM

Pardon? It's an independent agency, and I'll refer you to the Port Authority. Traffic studies or pilots
are done all the time . They're temporary, and if they're not done, how can the effectiveness of a
new approach be tested?
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David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bill Stepien <b_stepien@yahoo.com>

Wed, Oct 2, 2013 at 7:43AM

In the land of the blind the one-eyed man is king.
On Oct 2, 2013, at 7:36AM, Bill Stepien <b_stepien@yahoo.com> wrote:

For what it's worth, I like you more on October 2, 2013 than I did on October 2, 2009
On Oct 2, 2013, at 7:28AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Yeah, but we need to addresss leaks from Faye and his messing with us 5 weeks
before election. Baroni and I are at statehouse this afternoon - need to be sure all
understand that a trash train bringing NYC garbage by rail through Westfield, east
Brunswick, etc is a very bad idea - and will talk to Drewniak and Bridget while there.
I feel terrible that I'm causing you so much stress this close to November.
On Oct 2, 2013, at 7:15AM, Bill Stepien <b_stepien@yahoo.com> wrote:

I saw. Ultimately, not an awful story. Whatever.

From: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To:
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2013 7:11AM
Subject:

Port Chief Fumed Over Bridge Jam
Patrick Fove Fired Off an Email Message After Learning of
Lane C 1os(Jres

ByTED MANN CONNECT
The abrupt closure of local access lanes to the George Washington Bridge last month
triggered a pointed private response from the executive director of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey, who said the move likely broke state and federal laws and
could have caused deaths because of snarled traffic.
The executive director,
Patrick Foye, fired off an
email message early on
the morning of Sept. 13,
after he learned of the
lane closures and
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subsequent traffic
backups in Fort Lee ,
N.J ., from a daily
internal list of pending
media inquiries.
Mr. Faye's blistering
email , which was sent to
top executives of the
authority and was
reviewed by The Wall
Street Journal,
denounced the closures
as "abusive" and
pledged to investigate
"how PA process was
wrongfully subverted
and the public interest
damaged to say nothing
of the credibility of this
agency."
"I pray that no life has
been lost or trip of a
hospital - or hospicebound patient delayed ,"
Mr. Faye wrote , a
reference to ambulances
caught in traffic.
The closure of the lanes
was seen by some in
Fort Lee and Bergen
County as retribution
from surrogates of
Republican Gov. Chri s
Christie-who shares
control of the authority
and its bridges with New
York Gov. Andrew
Cu om o-at Fort Lee
MayorMarkSokolich, a
Democrat who hasn't
Associated Press
endorsed Mr. Christie for
re-election .
Patri ck Foye
Mr. Christie'scampaign
has denied the
suggestion , and called
the notion "crazy." The
governor's appointees at
More
the authority have said
that the lanes were
Mr. Foye's email
closed to conduct a
traffic study, though
Earlier: Bridge Jam's Cause a Mystery 1
they have decl i ned to
09/17/2013
provide any supporting
materials or findings.
Mr. Christie's spokesman referred questions to the Port Autho ri ty, where a spokesman
declined to comment.
Mr. Faye , an appointee of Mr. Cuomo , wrote that the lane closures were made without
informing numerous interested parties, including himself, local and Port Authority
police, Mr. Sokolich, and commuters.
His email also throws into question the Port Authority's prior explanation for the
shutdown : that the lanes were closed so the authority could perform the traffic study.
In the email, Mr. Faye listed the divisions within the authority that weren't consulted
before the traffic pattern was changed , including the police department, and the Traffic
and Engineering division .
The authority's public response has described the lane closures as part of "a week of
study at the George Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns."
People famil iar with the matter disputed that. "There was no study," one of them said .
Mr. Faye's email was sent to Robert Durando, the general manager of the bridge for
more than a decade , and Cedrick Fulton, director of the Tunnels, Bridges and Terminals
Department and Mr. Durando's boss. Copied on the message were the highest level
leadership of the authority, including Mr. Christie's two top appointees, Chairman David
Samson and Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni.
Mr. Durando referred inquiries to the authority's press office. Requests to speak to top
port executives weren't answered Tuesday.
The lane closures winnowed the approach routes from Fort Lee to the bridge to one
from three, and triggered massive congestion in Fort Lee for four straight weekdays,
officials said. The lanes were reopened within minutes of Mr. Faye's email on Sept. 13 .
Some Bergen County Democrats were livid over the sudden closures. Senate Majority
Leader Loretta Weinberg , a Democrat who represents the county, wrote to authority
Commissioner William Schuber to express her dismay last month , saying she was at a
"loss for words" about the closure , according to a copy of the letter reviewed by The Wall
Street Journal.
"This whole traffic jam still remains a mystery," she said Tuesday.
Mayor Sokolich said he hasn't received answers to his request for information about why
the authority ordered the closures. Still , the mayor said he was a supporter of many of
Mr. Christie's policies, and didn't believe that the closures were intended to punish him ,
a theory he said had been the subject of "rumors."

-Heather Haddon contributed to this article.
Write to Ted Mann at ted .man n@wsj .co m

https://mail .google.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&view=pt&q=b_stepien%40yahoo.com Sokolich&qs=true&search=query&th=14178fb0f1bd746a

2/3

12/15/13

Gmail - Re:

Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bill Stepien <b_stepien@yahoo.com>

Wed, Sep 18, 2013 at 5:30AM

I had empty boxes ready to take to work today, just in case. It will be a tough November for this little Serbian.
On Sep 18, 2013, at 5:16AM , Bill Stepien <b_stepien@yahoo.com> wrote:

It's fine. The mayor is an idiot, though. When some, lose some.
On Sep 18, 2013, at 4:54AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
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Bridge Jam's Cause a Mystery
N ew Jersey Officials Say Th ey W eren't Wamed That Lo cal Lanes Would Be
Closed

By TED MANN and HEATHER HADDON CONNECT

No one denies that the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
triggered massive traffic jams when it shifted local toll lanes at the
George Washington Bridge from New Jersey last week. But local
officials, and some within the Port Authority itself, are scratching their
heads over a larger question: Why?

Amy Newm an/The Reco rd

Police and elected officials
in Fort Lee, N.J., say they
weren't given warning that
the Port Authority planned
to reduce the number of
local access lanes directly
from Fort Lee to the bridge
from three to one-causing
traffic to back up in the
borough-and are still
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The number of toll lanes to the George
Wash ington Bridge from Fort Lee was reduced
to one from three .

puzzled by the official
explanation that the agency
was conducting a study of
traffic patterns.

After the two local lanes handling Fort Lee traffic were closed, cars
and trucks quickly clogged streets used by local travelers to reach the
bridge and New York City. Local officials said the backup led to long
delays for Fort Lee buses traveling for the first day of school Monday.
Within the Port Authority, meanwhile, the decision to close the traffic
lanes caused tension, people with knowledge of the matter said. Those
people said the lane closures came as a surprise to some high-ranking
officials at the bistate agency, which operates area bridges, tunnels
and airports.
The local lanes were reopened Thursday morning, one of the people
said, after an order from Executive Director Patrick Foye, who argued
that the abrupt shift in traffic patterns caused a threat to public safety
and should have been advertised to the public ahead of time.
For its part, the agency was sticking with a written statement. "The
Port Authority has conducted a week of study at the George
Washington Bridge of traffic safety patterns," it said. "We will now
review those results and determine the best traffic patterns at the
GWB. We will continue to work with our local law enforcement
partners."
A Port Authority spokesman declined to elaborate or provide a
further explanation of the origin, purpose or conclusions of the study.
Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich, a Democrat who was first elected in
2007, said he found out about the lane closures Monday morning
when the borough was turned into what he called "total gridlock."
The borough hall was flooded with hundreds of calls from angry
motorists, Mr. Sokolich said.
"I get that the Port Authority tries different things. I'm very, very
grateful that once they realized that this change was causing traffic
gridlock, they ended it," said Mr. Sokolich, a local attorney. Mr.
Sokolich said it still wasn't clear to him who ordered the closures or
why.
Fort Lee police said they learned of the lane closures when traffic
began backing up, down the north-south artery of Palisade Avenue,
Deputy Chief Timothy Ford said.
https://mail.g oog le.com/mail/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&~ew= pt&q = b_stepien%40yahoo.com Sol<olich&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1413067ff72a38f7
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"We called their police and they were like, 'We can't help you, it's
coming from [our] higher-ups,"' he said. When the local police tried to
ask the Port Authority leadership what was going on, he said, "They
weren't returning our calls."
Mr. Ford said the police were eventually told the Port Authority was
"trying something new" in the layout of the travel lanes leading to the
toll plaza.
"I've been here 33 years, and in all that time we've always had three
lanes dedicated to the Fort Lee traffic," he said. "And then on this
Monday morning, with no prior warning, they decided to try
something new."
A spokesman for the Christie administration referred questions to the
Port Authority. A spokesman for the state Department of
Transportation said the agency has no jurisdiction over the toll lanes
and wasn't involved with any traffic study.
Amid the controversy, there was even speculation that the closures
could be retribution for Mr. Sokolich's decision not to endorse Mr.
Christie in his re-election bid in November. The Christie campaign has
received endorsements from at least 48 elected Democrats across the
state, including 17 mayors.
Mr. Sokolich said he had a good relationship with the Christie
administration and couldn't imagine he would be important enough for
the campaign to punish him for not publicly endorsing Mr. Christie.
The mayor said he was supporting Democratic Sen. Barbara Buono,
Mr. Christie's challenger.
"I've always been incredibly supportive of Gov. Christie even in the
face of people criticizing me for it. I find it incomprehensible that
there's any truth whatsoever to these rumors," he said.
Kevin Roberts, a spokesman for the Christie campaign, said that any
notion that Mr. Sokolich faced retribution for not endorsing the
governor was "crazy."
"We don't approach these folks and say, 'You will endorse us.' These
are folks who have supported us" on their own, Mr. Roberts said.
Still, Mr. Sokolich said the incident made him wonder if he had run
afoul of someone, somehow, though he didn't name anyone or any
organization. "Maybe I'm getting too popular. Maybe I'm doing too
many things, been too progressive," said the mayor, noting a spate of
development in the borough. "We are proud of it. I've got to believe
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they are happy with the results."
Write to Ted Mann at ted.mann@wsj.com and Heather Haddon
at heather .haddon@wsj.com
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Fwd: Fort Lee Correspondence by Mayor Sokolich
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 12:52 PM
To: Stepien Bill <b_stepien@yahoo.com>, Kelly Bridget <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj .gaV>
Date: September 12, 2013, 12:47:28 PM EDT
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: Fort Lee Correspondence by Mayor Sokolich

From: Maryanne Leodori [mailto:M-Leodori@fortleenj .org]
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 12:44 PM
To: Baroni, Bill
Subject: Fort Lee Correspondence by Mayor Sokolich
Importance: High
Sensitivity: Personal

Dear Director Baroni,

Please see correspondence from Mayor Sokolich.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Maryanne Leodori
Mayor's Office
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NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.

tj

DirectorBaroniCorrespond_20130912114422.pdf
103K
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fori Lee, New Jersey 07024-4799

Mark J. Sokolich
Mayor

Telephone (201) 592-3500 -Ext. 1003
Facsimile (201) 592-1657
E-mail: mayor@fortleenj.org

PERSONAL
Via Email:
September 12, 2013
The Honorable Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue, 151h Floor
New York, New York 10003
Dear Bill:
I am writing this correspondence to you and am refraining from copying any other
party in the hopes that a recent decent decision by the Port Authority will be reversed
quietly, uneventfully and without political fanfare.
Permit me to elaborate. Without any notice whatsoever to Fort Lee (or any of its
agencies, including our Police Department), the Port Authority reduced the available toll
booths for traffic flowing through Fort Lee from three to one. Suffice it to say, this
decision has wreaked havoc upon our community during the morning rush hour, visiting
upon us complete gridlock. Having received absolutely no notice of this decision, not
having obtained any response to our multiple inquiries concerning same, and try as we
may to understand its rationale without the benefit of a response from the Port Authority,
we are reaching the conclusion that there are punitive overtones associated with this
initiative. What other conclusion could we possibly reach?
Our emergency service vehicles are experiencing tremendous response time
delays and my office is overwhelmed with complaints. Unquestionably, this decision has
negatively impacted public safety here in Fort Lee. Adding insult to injury. many
members of the public have indicated to me that the Port Authority Police Officers are
advising commuters in response to their complaints that this recent traffic debacle is the
result of a decision that I, as the Mayor, recently made. The basis, reason, or genesis of
the decision is of no consequence to me; however, its profound and adverse impact on
our community is of paramount importance to me.

The Honorable Bill Baroni

Sept?mber 12, 2013
Page2

I have incessantly attempted to contact Port Authority representatives to no avail.
Would you please be good enough to please have someone contact me or Police Chief
Bendul to discuss the basis of this recent policy change and what we must do to reverse
it ... plain and simple. Que1y: What do I do when our billion dollar redevelopment is put
on line at the end of the next year?
Please call me as soon as possible in the hopes that we can resolve this issue and
reverse a policy change that is wreaking havoc on Fort Lee .... tllc otherwise cooperative
and supportive host community to the busiest bridge i.n the world.

Mayor's Office
Law Office
Home#
Cell#

201-592-3500 X 1003
201-224-4000
201-224-7755
201-424-5014
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Edgewater ferry landing, where hundreds board a NY Waterway boat into New York City every
weekday.
With the help of Port Authority, the borough will be able to add two buses to the shuttle service
and meet commuter needs in the western terminus of the town by mid-February, said Mayor
Mark Sokolich.
The agency has agreed to donate the $85,000 buses ; Fort Lee will pay for their upkeep and
assign two borough drivers to operate them .
"There was a demand [from residents]," said Sokolich, who used a survey of all the major
residential buildings in town to determine whether the expansion was necessary.

If the new route proves unsuccessful and the borough has to revert to a two-bus shuttle service,
the agreement will still be of benefit to the borough, said Sokolich.
"When we invest in something, we make sure that it can be readily convertible to something
else," said Sokolich. "Fort Lee could use these buses whether this works or doesn't work."
Email: shkolni kova@northjersey.com or call 201-894-6725
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Re:
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:59AM

Same to you, David, and thanks for a great dinner.
Sent from my iPhone
>On Dec 5, 2013, at 8:26AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>
> Thanks again for all your sound advice last night, I always appreciate your friendship. Spoke with O'Toole this
morning and he will talk with you later today.
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(no subject)
David Wildstein <da\1d.wildstein@gmail.com>
Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 11:57 PM
Cc: "Samson, Da\1d" <dsamson@wolffsamson.com>, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

NY-NJ port police union chief wades into GWB
tiff
Associated Press

NEW YORK- The head of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's police union on
Wednesday waded into the tiff over unannounced lane closures at the George Washington
Bridge in September, saying he suggested studying new traffic patterns.
But PAPD union chief Paul Nunziato denied rumors that a traffic mess that resulted from the
on-site study was manufactured by New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie's henchmen as political
retribution.
Nunziato used imagery from "West Side Story" to paint the controversy as merely the latest
chapter in the ongoing power struggle between New York and New Jersey over the bistate
agency.
"You don't see the New York-New Jersey fight that goes on here," Nunziato said after the
Port Authority's monthly board meeting Wednesday. "I kid that it's like the Sharks and the
Jets."
At a hearing before a New Jersey state transportation committee last month, authority
Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni acknowledged that the agency failed to communicate
to local officials that two of three local-access lanes from Fort Lee to the upper level of the
bridge would be closed for a week starting Sept. 9. The study was canceled after three days
because of gridlock.
The agency has said it is reviewing what happened but has refused to say when the review
will be completed or who is conducting it. Christie has denied any role in the closures.
New Jersey Sen. Loretta Weinberg, who represents Fort Lee, attended Wednesday's
meeting and said the Port Authority's silence has "led to bizarre speculation about petty
political games." New Jersey Assemblyman Gordon Johnson called Baroni's testimony before
the committee "a fairy tale."
Nunziato said Wednesday he suggested to David Wildstein, the Port Authority's director of
interstate capital projects and a Christie ally, that traffic patterns at the bridge be studied.
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He characterized as "a load of garbage" an internal email from Port Authority Executive
Director Patrick Faye, obtained by the Wall Street Journal, in which Faye harshly criticized
the closures.
"Was there are any ambulance delay? No," Nunziato said. "Was there any police service
delay? No. Do we communicate to Fort Lee what we do up there? In the 26 years, I've been
here, no.
"Other people have different ideas. Some of the idea was to diminish New Jersey's power
struggle over where the agency goes and what they do. That's my personal belief in all of
this, and they're using (reporters) and the senators to get in the game," Nunziato said.
A Port Authority spokesman didn't comment on Nunziato's statements. Earlier Wednesday,
Faye said he would appear before the New Jersey transportation committee on Monday.
-Copyright 2013 Associated Press
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Re: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 8:40AM

Ok let me know what time and where. And acknowledge that it's my tum to buy.
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:39AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

Yeah, same here.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:35AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Sure as long as short notice doesn't inconvenience you
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:15AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

Can you do dinner in New Brunswick this evening? Everyone here is leaving
early for meetings at Drum and it looks quiet on the press front.
Sentfrom myiPhone
On Dec 4, 2013, at 7:56AM , David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
wrote:

Not urgent for today , just want to be on radar screen
sometime in the next week or two

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 7:54AM, Michael Drewniak
<mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
Sounds a little ominous. Okay. Urgent for today? Could
possibly meet in New Brunswick. Or tomorrow.
SentfrommyiPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 10:51 PM, David Wildstein
<david.wildstein@gmail. com> wrote:

Need to talk to you soon, in person, once you
get caught up and have some time.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:22PM, Michael
Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
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righteous rage, no doubt.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 3:48PM, David
. Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
wrote:

- - - Forwarded message From: Wildstein, David
<dwildstein@panynj. goV>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at
3:47PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger
inquiry - GWB lane closings
To:
"david.wildstein@gmail.com"
<david. wildstein@gmail. com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, December
03, 2013 3:06PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry
-- GWB lane closings

Tom Moran, the Editorial
Page Editor of the Star
Ledger, called to talk to us
about the GWB lane ·
closings issue for another
upcoming editorial. I will
not respond unless
instructed to do so.

=
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Fwd: FW: David Wildstein ...
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 5:19PM

This was my revised-- which I sent to the Gov and he approved (no Maria or Charlie).
- - - - Forwarded message - - From: Michael Drewniak <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj .us>
Date: Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 5:17PM
Subject: FW: David Wildstein ...
To: mpdrew42@gmail .com

From: Michael Drewniak

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:14PM
To: 'Boburg, Shawn'
Subject: David Wildstein ...

Please use this, attributable to me:

"Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless adl,{)cate for New Jersey's interests at the Port Authority. We are grateful
for his commitment and dedication to the important work of the Port Authority and thank him for his service to the
people of New Jersey and the region."

Michael Drewniak
Press Secretary to NJ Govemor Chris Christie
email: michacl.drevvniak@gov.statc.nj.us
Press Office: 609-777-2600
Blackbeny: 609-433-5398
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Statement. ..
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:29 PM

I need to know what's going on as far as timing and Charlie's itchiness .
Here's a revised. I'm trying to balance interests here and the fact that Maria and Charlie gave approval to the
earlier one. I don't intend to bring it back to them, so I can't go much further.
"For nearly four years, Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless advocate for New Jersey's interests at the Port
Authority, and we are grateful for his time and dedication to the important work of the Authority."
Or two sentences:
"For nearly four years, Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless advocate for New Jersey's interests at the Port
Authority. We are grateful for his time and dedication to the important work of the Port Authority."

https://mail.g oog le.comlmai l/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&view= pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail .com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 142c9630278b7a2d
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,-:

Re: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:22 PM

I did see this earlier. Tom will be in full righteous rage, no doubt.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 3:48PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

- - - Forwarded message - - From: Wildstein, David <dwildstein@panynj.goV>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 3:47PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
To: "david.wildstein@gmail .com" <david.wildstein@gmail .com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:06PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB lane closings

Tom Moran, the Editorial Page Editor of the Star Ledger, called to talk to us about the GWB
lane closings issue for another upcoming editorial. I will not respond unless instructed to do
so.
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Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>
Cc: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 11:23 AM

Thank you
On Dec 3, 2013, at 11:21 AM, David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:

Question:
Governor Christie: I worked the cones actually Matt. Unbeknownst to everybody I was
actually the guy out there. I was in overalls and a hat so I wasn't-but I actually was the
guy working the cones out there. You really are not serious with that question. What
happened-no I haven't. Listen, just because John Wisniewski is obsessed with this and
Loretta Weinberg, it just shows you they really have nothing to do if they're obsessed
with this. And by the way, the fact is I didn't even know Fort Lee got three dedicated lanes
until all this stuff happened, and I think we should review that entire policy, because I
don't know why Fort Lee needs three dedicated lanes to tell you the truth and I never
knew it until this whole, you know, happening went about. So, you know, my urging to the
Port Authority is going to be to review the whole policy, because I've sat in that traffic
before I was Governor at the George Washington Bridge, and the fact that one town has
three lanes dedicated to it? That kind of gets me sauced. Now of course if you're Loretta
Weinberg you want that because that's part of her, you know, bringing home the bacon
policy. But the fact is let, you know, Assemblyman Wisniewski and Senator Weinberg
find something to occupy themselves. They always will, and it almost always will include
being critical of this administration. But I don't get involved in traffic studies. I don't get
involved in lane closures . I didn't work the cones , just so we're clear on that. That was
sarcastic. I was not the guy working the cones, and-but I do believe, and I've told
Chairman Samson this, that we should look at this policy, because I don't know why one
town gets three lanes. One lane, maybe. Three lanes for one town? I don't quite get it.
And so, you know, they said-1 read something in one of the stories about this was host
community relations. Well, what's going to happen if they get a little bit upset? Are we
going to move the bridge? I mean, come on. So that's my reaction to it. All the rest of this
stuff is politics, you know, on the Legislature's part. They're just looking for something,
you know? And that's what they do.
Follow up:
Governor Christie: Listen, I have absolutely no idea. I didn't-you know I have not even
-to the best of my knowledge I don't know if I've even met the mayor of Fort Lee. I may
have met him once. So the fact that he didn't endorse me came as no, you know, wild
shock to me.
On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:32 AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
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The rest -- on the Gov joking that it was he placing the cones - came later in the press
conference. We'll get that too.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:22 AM, David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:
Press Conference- December 2. 2013

Question: David. Just in time for the holiday season, a Port Authority toll
increase has kicked in. The Port Authority is under subpoena to come and
talk to the Assembly Transportation Committee I believe. There have been
· questions about whether they're out of control, about whether they are
. responsive to you and the governor of New York, and we've got this big
Bayonne Bridge project that's kicking into high gear now to raise it for the
tall ships that are coming in. Are they in your opinion out of control and how
. concerned are you about the Port Authority as an agency?
Governor Christie: Well, a few things. I think to characterize the Port Authority as
out of control is incorrect. Governor Cuomo and I speak on a regular basis about
these issues and I think we also at times have both expressed frustration at the size
' of the bureaucracy there and the at times the challenge that we both face in terms of
· moving that bureaucracy in the direction that we want it to go as quickly as he and I
both would like it to go. But no, I think the characterization of being out of control is
wrong. The Bayonne Bridge project is moving along on pace and on budget and I'm
happy about that and we'll see continued movement in that direction and that's a
project that but for the intervention of this administration would have never happened
and it's been sitting idle for years and it would have had an enormously deleterious
effect on the economy of the state if we hadn't moved forward on that project, and
so listen, there are always going to be challenges in a bistate agency, where there's
not one boss but two. There always will be challenges in an agency of that size,
when there are so many folks working on so many different projects. But in the end I
think that Governor Cuomo and I would both agree that we're doing the best we can
. with what we've inherited and that we're making steps toward changing it. I think the
outside audit and review that was done was evidence to the fact that an independent
group came and !poked at it and said that a lot of the changes that we've made have
· vastly improved the operations at the Port Authority and made them more efficient,
so there will always be people that can criticize and Governor Cuomo and I probably
would be two of them that would criticize things that happened at the Port Authority
: at times, but I have complete confidence in Chairman Samson and his ability to be
able to navigate those waters on behalf of all the people of the region and we'll just
continue to work at it. You have a follow up?
Follow up: The toll increase that just went into effect, is that fair? Is that
; something that you have anything to do with? What's your reaction to it?
: Governor Christie: Listen, it's necessary if in fact we're going to continue to invest
in infrastructure at the rate that we're doing that at the Port Authority. Secondly the
fact is that we inherited a great deal of activity that had happened before both
Governor Cuomo and I got here, activity that they had not accounted for how to pay
for it. So the fact is that someone has to be responsible for that and we had to make
this move. I think we've done it in a way that's responsible by phasing it in over time
and not having people swallow a toll increase in one fell swoop. But neither Governor
Cuomo nor I wanted to do what we did, but we couldn't take the position that our
predecessors took which was to continue to spend money that they didn't have, and
https://rnail.g oog le.corn/rnail/u/0/?ui =2&ik= 505bd3dfe2&1.iew=pt&q = mpdrew42%40g rnail .com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 142b94530ef3ded0
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we haven't done that as a rule in this administration and we weren't going to do it at
the Port Authority and Governor Cuomo and I both agreed with that.

- - - - Forwarded message - - From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:49AM
Subject: Fwd:
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>

- - - Forwarded message - From: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59 AM
Subject:
· To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Mike, can you send transcipt of Govs press conference yesterday. Need PA remarks for the
board meeting. Thanks.
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infrastructure at the rate that we're doing that at the Port Authority. Secondly the fact is that we
inherited a great deal of activity that had happened before both Governor Cuomo and I got here,
activity that they had not accounted for how to pay for it. So the fact is that someone has to be
responsible for that and we had to make this move. I think we've done it in a way that's responsible
by phasing it in over time and not having people swallow a toll increase in one fell swoop. But
neither Governor Cuomo nor I wanted to do what we did, but we couldn't take the position that our
predecessors took which was to continue to spend money that they didn't have, and we haven't
done that as a rule in this administration and we weren't going to do it at the Port Authority and
Governor Cuomo and I both agreed with that.

- - Forwarded message - From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:49 AM
Subject: Fwd:
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>

- - - Forwarded message - - - From: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59AM
Subject:
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Mike, can you send transcipt of Govs press conference yesterday. Need PA remarks for the board meeting.
Thanks.
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Re:
·.· .. . ...

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>
Cc: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:32 AM

The rest-- on the Gov joking that it was he placing the cones -came later in the press conference. We'll get
that too.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:22 AM, David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:
Press Conference - December 2. 2013

Question: David. Just in time for the holiday season, a Port Authority toll increase has
kicked in. The Port Authority is under subpoena to come and talk to the Pssembly
Transportation Committee I believe. There have been questions about whether they're
out of control, about whether they are responsive to you and the governor of New York,
and we've got this big Bayonne Bridge project that's kicking into high gear now to raise it
for the tall ships that are coming in. ke they in your opinion out of control and how
concerned are you about the Port Authority as an agency?
Governor Christie: Well, a few things. I think to characterize the Port Authority as out of control is
incorrect. Governor Cuomo and I speak on a regular basis about these issues and I think we also
at times have both expressed frustration at the size of the bureaucracy there and the at times the
challenge that we both face in terms of moving that bureaucracy in the direction that we want it to
go as quickly as he and I both would like it to go. But no, I think the characterization of being out of
control is wrong. The Bayonne Bridge project is moving along on pace and on budget and I'm
happy about that and we'll see continued movement in that direction and that's a project that but for
the intervention of this administration would have never happened and it's been sitting idle for years
and it would have had an enormously deleterious effect on the economy of the state if we hadn't
moved forward on that project, and so listen, there are always going to be challenges in a bistate
agency, where there's not one boss but two. There always will be challenges in an agency of that
size, when there are so many folks working on so many different projects. But in the end I think that
Governor Cuomo and I would both agree that we're doing the best we can with what we've
inherited and that we're making steps toward changing it. I think the outside audit and review that
was ·done was evidence to the fact that an independent group came and looked at it and said that a
lot of the changes that we've made have vastly improved the operations at the Port Authority and
made them more efficient, so there will always be people that can criticize and Governor Cuomo
and I probably would be two of them that would criticize things that happened at the Port Authority
at times, but I have complete confidence in Chairman Samson and his ability to be able to navigate
those waters on behalf of all the people of the region and we'll just continue to work at it. You have
a follow up?
Follow up: The toll increase that just went into effect, is that fair? Is that something that
you have anything to do with? What's your reaction to it?
Governor Christie: Listen, it's necessary if in fact we're going to continue to invest in
https:llrnail.google.comlrnail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&view=pt&q=mpdrew42%40grnail .com&qs=true&search=query&th=142b9168f3714d59
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(no subject)
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David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59 AM

Mike, can you send transcipt of Govs press conference yesterday. Need PA remarks for the board meeting.
Thanks .
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Fwd: Media inquiries on Assemblyman Wisniewski press release
·. ·.·•··
'
'
.
.

,•

David Wildstein <da\<id.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov27, 2013 at 3:56PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Coleman, Ste-..e" <scoleman@panynj.goV>
Date: No-..ember 27, 2013 3:52:07 PM EST
To: "Faye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj.goV> , "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.goV>
Cc: "Ma, John" <jhma@panynj.goV>, "Wildstein, Da\<id" <dwildstein@panynj.goV>, "MacSpadden, Lisa"
<lmacspadden@panynj.goV>
Subject: Media inquiries on Assemblyman Wisniewski press release

We have pending requests for comment from Ste-..e Strunsky of the Star Ledger, Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal, Bill
Mooney of PolitickerNJ.com and Michael Phillis of the Bergen Record on the assemblyman's press release. I'm not
returning the calls unless told to do so.

News from

Assemblyman Wisniewski
For Release:
Nov.27,2013

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
Deputy Speaker
Assembly Transportation Chainnan

p: 732-432:::8460
e: AsmWisniewski@1~leg.org

\V\\'W.assemblydems .com

Wisniewski Subpoenas Port Authority of NY & NJ
Executive Director to Explain George Washington
Bridge Lane Closures
Compels PANYNJ Chief to Appear at Special Dec. 9 Hearing in Trenton
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(1RENTON)- Assembly Deputy Speaker John Wisniewski on Wednesday subpoenaed the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey's executiw director to attend a special December hearing on the agency's decision to close lanes to
the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee.
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), the Assembly transportation committee chainman, ordered Patrick Faye, the authority's
executiw director, to appear at a special Dec. 9 hearing in Trenton.
The subpoena comes after the authority's deputy director, Bill Baroni, refused on Monday to directly answer many
committee questions on the lane closures and provide data to support his testimony.
"Mr. Baroni's unprofessional testimony created many more unanswered questions," said Wisniewski (DMiddlesex). "It's important for the Legislature to understand the circumstances surrounding these lane closures, as the
impact on emergency services from the inexplicable lack of notification could haw resulted in the loss of life. It's also now
more than two months after the closure and no clear and convincing infonmation has been forthcoming on how this decision
was made and why it was suddenly necessary."
Faye is ordered to appear for the 10 a.m., Dec. 9 hearing at the State House and produce documents,
correspondence, books , papers and other writings requested by the panel.
"The committee has a responsibility to its constituents to obtain answers to these questions and ensure that
protections are in place to guarantee such an ewnt will not happen again," Wisniewski said. "We need to know whether
this was incompetence or political mischief by political appointees. A more public and thorough discussion of these issues
is necessary, and I look forward to Mr. Faye's input."
Under the subpoena, Faye is compelled to appear to testify and asked to produce:
•
All documents and correspondence, produced between Jan . I, 2013 and the present date between Gov. Chris Christie or any
member of his administration and/or any employee, officer, or executive of the P01t Authority, conceming the decision to reduce fi·om
three to one, the eastbound Fo1t Lee, New Jersey access lanes to the George Washington Bridge from Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13,
2013;
•
All documents and correspondence, produced between Jan. 1, 2013 and the present date, between and among employees,
executives , or officers of the Port Authority, including any documents and correspondence sent or received by David Wildstein,
Director oflnterstate Capital Projects concerning the decision to reduce from three to one, the eastbound Fort Lee, New Jersey
access lanes to the George Washington Bridge from Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13, 2013;
All documents and correspondence referenced and cited to by Baroni at Monday's Assembly Transportation, Public Works and
Independent Authorities Committee meeting, including, but not limited to, any traffic count, traffic report, or traffic study, produced
by any employee, executive, or officer of the Port Authority or any third party working on behalf of any employee, executive, or
officer of the Port Authority related to the decision to reduce !Tom three to one, the eastbound F01t Lee, New Jersey access lanes to
the George Washington Bridge !Tom Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13, 2013;
•

All documents and correspondence supp01ting Mr. Baroni's assertion at the Monday New Jersey Assembly Transportation,

Public Works and Independent Authorities Committee meeting that: (a) on Tuesday, Sept. 10,2013 the General Managerofthe
George Washington Bridge noted a four minute reduction in travel time for commuters using the I-95 approach to the George
Washington Bridge and a three minute reduction in travel time for commuters using local road approaches to the George Washington
Bridge; (b) on Wednesday, Sept. 11, 2013 the General Manager of the George Washington Bridge noted a reduction in travel time for
conmmters using the I-95 approach and the local road approaches to the George Washington Bridge; and (c) 105,000 regular EZ-Pass
users cross the George Washington Bridge each lllOrning and 4,839 of those users are from Fort Lee, New Jersey ;
•
Copies of all rules, regulations , or written policies ofthe Port Authority concerning the process for closing access lanes to the
George Washington Bridge. Copies of all rules , regulations, or written policies of the Port Authority concerning the process for
approving and conducting traffic studies, including, but not limited to any rules, regulations , or written policies conceming public
and law enforcement notification of lane closures in relation to traffic s tudies ; and
•
All infonnation concerning the impact on toll collections or any other economic impact to the Port Authority or the New York,
New Jersey Metropolitan Region resulting from the decision to reduce !Tom three to one, the eastbound F01t Lee, New Jersey access
lanes to the George Washington Bridge fi·om Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13,2013.

On The Net:
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3 attachments
~

Foye Subpoena 112713.pdf

!:::1 47K

'fi:l Foye SCHEDULE Document 112713.pdf
!:::1 25K

'tB

Foye Cover Letter 112713.pdf
48K
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Fwd: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger Editorial Board
wants comment on their coming editorial calling on state to issue subpoenas,
comment on ATC testimony
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov27, 2013 at 12:35 Pfv1

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: November 27, 2013 12:13:20 PM EST
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger Editorial Board wants
comment on their coming editorial calling on state to issue subpoenas, comment on ATC
testimony

Fuck him and the S-L.
Sentrrom myiPhone
On Nov 27, 2013, at 12:08 PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bell, Matthew" <mbell@panynj.goV>
Date: November 27, 2013 11:59:12 AM EST
To: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.goV>
Cc: "DiMarco, Gretchen" <gdimarco@panynj.goV>, "Wildstein, David"
<dwildstein@panynj.goV>
Subject: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger
Editorial Board wants comment on their coming editorial calling
on state to issue subpoenas, comment on ATC testimony
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Re:
·.:.·.:·.·

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Thu, Nov 14, 2013 at 6:11 PM

That's hilarious.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 14, 2013, at 6:06PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
> Checked the sign in sheets -Ted Mann was at the September 20, 2012 board of commissioners meeting
where this was announced.
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Fwd: Speaker Sign-up -Wisniewski
:·

.. .·,'' ·

David Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 13, 2013 at 10:07 AM

Also Weinberg and Johnson

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Lado, Tina" <tlado@panynj.goV>
Date: November 13, 2013 10:02:35 AM EST
To: "Eastman, Karen" <keastman@panynj.goV>
Cc: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.goV>, "Wildstein, Dav;d" <dwildstein@panynj.goV>
Subject: FW: Speaker Sign-up -Wisniewski

Karen,
Jusr received the follov,.'ing. Assembly Transportation Committee Chairmm1 \Visniewski will be
coming to the Board 1v1 eeting. I've included his bio.

JOHN S. WISNIEWSKI
DEPUTY SPEAKER, 19TH DISTRICT
132 MAIN STREET
SAYREVILLE, NJ 08872

COMMIITEES
Transportation, Public Works and Independent Authorities, Chair
Financial Institutions and Insurance

Wisniewski has served in the New Jersey General Assembly since 1996, where he represents the
19th Legislative District.
In the Assembly he has served as the Deputy Speaker since 2004, was the Assistant Majority
Leader from 2002-2003 and was the Deputy Minority Conference Leader 1998-2001 . Wisniewski
serves in the Assembly on the Transportation, Public Works and Independent Authorities
Committee (as Chair), the Appropriations Committee and the Financial Institutions and Insurance
Committee.
On January 27, 2010, Wisniewski was selected to succeed Joseph Cryan as the Chairman ofthe
New Jersey Democratic State Committee.
In the Assembly, Wisniewski has introduced legislation that includes the Work First New Jersey
Act, which required indiv;duals to work at jobs or in community serv;ces as a condition of their
https:llrnail.g oog le.comlrnai lluiOI?ui=2&i k=505bd3dfe2&-.iew= pt&q =mpdrew42%40g rnail .com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1425200aa129fc55
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benefits, the Dormitory Safety Act which required the installation of sprinklers in all dormitories, the
School Bus Enhanced Safety Inspection Act which created new ways and standards by which a
school bus was inspected, and the Athletic Training Licensure Act which required athletic trainers
to be licensed. Assemblyman Wisniewski also sponsored the bill that was signed into law which
increased the property tax reduction for Veterans and seniors, legislation designed to strengthen
Megan's Law by keeping sexual predators away from areas where children go to school and play,
legislation which required newly constructed elevators in residential buildings to accommodate
stretchers, legislation which required the implementation of a fire command structure in mutual aid
fires, legislation which required that cell phone use be noted in traffic accidents, legislation that
established a penalty for the theft of someone's personal identification information, and legislation
which established a scholarship program for the families of the victims of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.
In his role as Chairman of the Assembly Transportation Committee, Assemblyman Wisniewski led
a fact finding probe into the state's E-ZPass system. Assemblyman Wisniewski is a prime sponsor
of the Motor Vehicle Security and Customer Service Act which was signed into law on January 28,
2003. He was a prime sponsor of A-3392 which would consolidate two of the state's toll road
agencies.
He served on the Middlesex County Senior Citizen Housing Task Force from 1994-1995, the
Middlesex County Planning Board from 1994-1995. He served on the Sayreville Cable Television
Advisory Board from 1990-1991 ) 21 He has also served on the Sayreville Board of Education's
Building Utilization Committee. Assemblyman Wisniewski currently serves on the Board of
Trustees for the United Way of Central New Jersey and is an Executive Board Member of the
Middlesex County Arts and Education Council.
Wisniewski received a B.A. in 1984 from Rutgers University in English I Economics and was
awarded a J.D. from the Seton Hall University School of Law in 1987.[2] He was bam in Perth
Amboy, and currently resides in Sayreville.
Mr. Wisniewski and his wife, Deborah, have three daughters: Emily, Sarah and Rachel.

From: Wisniewski, Asm. D.O. [mailto:AsmWisniewski@njleg.org] On Behalf Of Burton, Charles

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 9:56AM
To: Speakers
Cc: Lado, Tina
Subject: Speaker Sign-up- Wisniewski

To Whom It May Concern:

Assemblyman John Wisniewski wishes to speak at the Port Authority meeting this afternoon.
Thank you.

Charles

Charles T. Burton
htlps:ffmail.g oog Ie.comlmai lfufOI?ui= 2&ik=505bd3dfe2&view= pt&q =mpdrew42%40g mail .com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1425200aa129fc55
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Chief of Staff
Office of Assemblyman JohnS. Wisniewski
132 Main Street, Suite A
Sayreville, NJ 08872
732-432-8460 phone
732-432-8463 fax
CBurton@njleg.org
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Re: WSJ story
";.

..

·~ · ·

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Nov 12, 2013 at 5:40PM

i don't believe, not for a second, that he independently found Ted Mann's sources and got confirmation. He is
copying the WSJ story and making it his own- another ethical breach by Strunsky and the ledger.

On Tue, Nov 12, 2013 at 5:07PM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
· Yeah, right. dope.

On Tue, Nov 12, 2013 at 11:45 AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov>
Date: November 12, 2013 at 11:17:24 AM EST
To: '"david.wildstein@gmail.com'" <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: WSJ story

From: STRUNSKY1 STEVE [mailto :SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM]

Sent: Tuesday1 November 121 2013 11:08 AM
To: Wildstein 1 David
Subject: WSJ story

Hey David,
If you have anything to say on or off the record about Thursday's Wall Street Journal story,
please give me a call.
Thanks.

-S

Steve Strunsky

I I On e Sta r-Ledger Plaza I Newark , NJ

07102-1200
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P: 97 3-392 -1544

I M : 973-986-6848 I E: SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM

CONFIDENTIALilY NOTICE: This e-mail may contain information that is privileged,
confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this
e-mail, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, purge it and do not disseminate
or copy it.

NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES . IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E- MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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Re: Investigation of Anthony Hayes Com plaint
. :· .·

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 6, 2013 at 3:42 PM

Those facts alone would probably warrant award of attorney fees if you filed a suit. But very messy.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov6, 2013, at 2:58PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

So HR looks at it, finds NOTHING, and now I'm shelling out $50k on a lawyer to protect me from a
set up.
On Nov 6, 2013, at 2:54 PM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

That is deeply fucked up. What a piece of excrement.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov6, 2013, at 12:40 PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Foye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj.gov.>
Date: October 30, 2013 6:19:38 PM EDT
To: "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov.>
Cc: "Buchbinder, Darrell" <dbuchbin@panynj.gov.>
Subject: Investigation of Anthony Hayes Complaint

We have retained Daniel Gitner of the firm of Lankier
Siffert & Wohl to conduct an investigation regarding an
anonymous complaint made earlier this year to the Port
Authority's Office of the Inspector General pertaining to
Anthony Hayes, specifically to determine if that
anonymous complaint was made in retaliation for certain
workplace matters previously raised in 2013 by Anthony
Hayes with the Port Authority's Office of Equal
Employment Opportunity Compliance, Diversity &
Inclusion, and the formal complaint filed by Anthony
Hayes with the Office in September 2013, with respect to
those workplace matters, specifically to determine if there
is a basis in fact for such complaint. I have asked Dan to
https://mail .g oog le.com/mail/u/0/?ui= 2&ik=505bd3dfe2&,;ew= pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail .com&q s=true&search= q uery&th= 1422f27486d5d9a1
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contact you as part of that investigation and would
appreciate your full cooperation to permit him to review
and report on these matters in a short time-frame. Dan's
contact information is attached for your reference.

<Daniel Gitner. vcf>
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David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov6, 2013 at 12:11 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: November 6, 2013 12:08:36 PM EST
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd:

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: November 6, 2013, 12:06:45 PM EST
To: <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

For goodness sake, the Governor of the state of New Jersey does not in\Uive himself
in traffic surveys.
'Culture offear,' that's just silly. This is a bistate agency, and we expect New Jersey's
interests to be represented fully That's what we ad\Ucate for by definition
appropriately but aggressively as needed. Maybe your "fearful" sources are confused
or disoriented by that. As a final thought, Governor Christie and Governor Cuomo
themselves have always worked very cooperatively in the fair interests of both states.
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Re: George Washington Bridge
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov6, 2013 at 11:40 AM

Ok
On Nov 6, 2013, at 11:36 AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

Will talk to you within the next hour.
Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: November6, 2013, 11:15:26AM EST
To: "Colin Reed" <colin.reed@gov.state.nj.us>, "Maria Comella"
<Maria. Comella@gov. state. nj. us>
Subject: Fw: George Washington Bridge

It's back .. .
From: Mann, Ted [mailto:Ted.Mann@wsj.com]

Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 10:49 AM
To: Michael Drewniak
Subject: George Washington Bridge

Mike,

I'm writing about the George Washington Bridge and the closure of local access
lanes from Fort Lee in early September. Our story will note that the closures were
done on the orders of David Wildstein, and will reiterate what we've already reported
about their purpose: that the official explanation of a traffic study appears to be
contradicted by the Port Authority's own internal communications, and that the
mayor of Fort Lee told Bill Baroni that he concluded the real purpose was "punitive."

Some questions for the governor:

When did the governor learn about these lane closures?
Did he direct David Wildstein to order that the lanes be closed?
https://mail.g oog le.com/mail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&\iew= pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail .com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1422e49847b27695
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Has he spoken to David Wildstein, Bill Baroni, David Samson, or anyone else at the
Port Authority about this matter, and if so, what did he tell them?
Does he support Sen. Weinberg's resolution to empower the State Government
committee to subpoena the Port Authority to determine the purpose of the closures,
and if not, why not?

On a broader issue that will be addressed in the article: people familiar with the
workings of the Port Authority have told us that Gov. Christie has wielded outsize
influence within the authority in recent years, through his appointees including Baroni
and Wildstein. These people describe the efforts to advance Gov. Christie's agenda
within the authority as creating "a culture of fear" and "wreaking havoc" on the normal
operations of the authority, and they use this incident with the GW Bridge as an
example.

Do you have any response to that criticism? Has the governor ever expressed views
about how his appointees at the PA should (or shouldn't) use their positions to get
New Jersey and/or the administration what it wants?

I'm happy to discuss all this on the phone if you prefer. I'm writing now, and planning
to file this story by 4 p.m . today at the latest. Please let me know if you'll be able to
answer these questions .

Ted

Ted Mann
Reporter
The Wall Street Journal.
1211 Sixth Ave.
New York NY 10036
212-416-2660 (0)
646-535-6072 (c)
ted .mann@wsj.com
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Fwd: GWB local closures.
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David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Mon, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:18PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: October 28, 2013 at 3:05:53 PM EDT
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: FW: GWB local closures.

Such a fucking mutt. See below ...
- - - Forwarded message - - From : Michael Drewniak <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: Mon, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:05 PM
Subject: FW: GWB local closures.
To: mpdrew42@gmail.com

From: Michael Drewniak

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 2:55PM
To: 'STRUNSKY, STEVE'
Cc: Colin Reed
Subject: RE: GWB local closures.

No, for goodness sake. The Governor of the State of New Jersey does not involve himself in
traffic studies.

From: STRUNSKY, STEVE [mailto:SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM]

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:41 PM
To: Michael Drewniak
Cc: Colin Reed
Subject: GWB local closures.
https://rnail .g oog le.com/rnail/u/0/?ui= 2&ik=505bd3dfe2&view=pt&q = mpdrew42%40g rnai I.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1420080ee7455858
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Hey Mike,

A letter written last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to Bill Baroni regarding last month's
local GWB access lane closures begs a response from the governor's office.

The Sept. 12 letter asks that the closures be lifted "quietly, uneventfully and without political
fanfare."
Referring to himself and other Fort Lee officials, Sokolich writes in the Sept. 12 letter: "Having
received absolutely no notice of this decision, not having obtained any response to our multiple
inquiries concerning same, and try as we may to understand its rationale without the benefit of a
response from the Port Authority, we are reaching the conclusion that there are punitive overtones
associated with this initiative."

The letter also states that, "many members of the public have indicated to me that the Port
Authority Police Officers are advising commuters in response to their complaints that this recent
traffic debacle is the result of a decision that I, as Mayor, recently made."
It is plain from other passages in the letter as well as other sources that the "decision"
mentioned in the letter was Sokolich's decision not to endorse Gov. Christie for re-election. As you
know, The Wall Street Journal, The Record and other news organizations have published reports
referring to suspicions that the closures were politically motivated, in retrobution for Sokolich's
failure to endorse the governor.
As you know, the Port Authority's exective director, Pat Faye, has denounced the closures as
having threatened public safety and the reputation of the agency, and stated publicly that a review
was taking place. No doubt you're also aware that some Democrats, including state Sen. Loretta
Weinberg, have expressed frustration at the Port Authority's failure to thoroughly explain the
closures, including why they were conducted without the normal notifications to Fort Lee officials .

So, in light of the letter, I have a few questions for your office. I've tried to make them
specific and sufficiently early:

*Is the govenor aware of any plan last month to close GWB access lanes in retrobution for
Mayor Sokolich's failure to endorse the governor for re-election?
*If they were politically motivated, were the closures made with the governor's consent?
*If the closures were politically motivated, but they were not done with the governor's consent, is
he taking any action in response to them?

Thanks.

-S

SteveStrunsky

I I One

P: 973-392·1544

I M:

Star-Ledger Plaza

973-986·6848

I Newark, NJ

07102-1200

I E: SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential or
otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please
notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, purge it and do not disseminate or copy it.
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Fwd: FW: Star Ledger inquiry
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:00PM

Strunsky working today on a story Ted Mann ran on 10/17
- - - Forwarded message ----From: Wildstein, David <dwildstein@panynj.gaV>
Date: Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 2:59PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger inquiry
To: "david. wildstein@gmail. com" <david. wildstein@gmail. com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 2:49 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Wildstein, David; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa

Subject: Star Ledger inquiry

Steve Strunsky is working on a story based on a letter sent last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to
Bill regarding the closing of the GWBiocal access lanes in early September. Steve is asking if we
responded to the letter, and if we have included our investigation into this matter. I will not respond
unless directed otherwise to do so.
NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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Fwd: Wall Street Journal
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Thu, Oct 17, 2013 at 7:53 PM

DIRECTING lane closures would be grossly inaccurate. Faye is a piece of crap.
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Faye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj.gov>
Date: October 17, 2013 7:45:56 PM EDT
To: "Coleman, Steve" <scoleman@panynj.gov>, "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.gov>, "Ma, John"
<jhma@panynj.gov>, "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gov>, "MacSpadden, Lisa"
<lmacs padden@panynj .gov>
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal

Defer to Bill.

Original Message From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 07:37PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal
Ted Mann just e-mailed an additional query on the GWB toll lane issue. Ted said he was told by
sources that David was in Fort Lee directing the lane closure operation on Sept 9 and Ted is asking
why he was there. He plans to include this information in his story tomorrow. I will not respond
unless directed otherwise.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024-4799

Mark J. Sokolich
Mayor

Telephone (20\) 592-3500 -Ext. 1003
Facsimile (201) 59'2-1657
E-mail: mayor@fortleenj.org

PERSONAL
Via Email:
September 12,2013
Tlte Honorable Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
Tlte Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue, 151h Floor
New York, New York 10003
Dear Bill:
I am writing this correspondence to you and am refraining from copying any other
party in the hopes that a recent decent decision by the Port Authority will be reversed
quietly, uneventfully and without political fanfare.
Permit me to elaborate. Without any notice whatsoever to Fort Lee (or any of its
agencies, including our Police Department), the Port Authority reduced the available toll
booths for traffic flO\ving through Fort Lee from three to one. Suffice it to say, this
decision has wreaked havoc upon our community during the morning rush hour, visiting
upon us complete gridlock. Having received absolutely no notice of this decision, not
having obtained any response to our multiple inquiries concerning same, and try as we
may to understand its rationale without the benefit of a response from the Port Authority,
we are reaching the conclusion that there are punitive overtones associated with this
initiative. What other conclusion could we possibly reach?
Our emergency service vehicles are experiencing tremendous response time
delays and my office is overwhelmed with complaints. Unquestionably, this decision has
negatively impacted public safety here in Fort Lee. Adding insult to injury, many
members of the public have indicated to me that the Port Authority Police Officers are
advising commuters in response to their complaints that this recent traffic debacle is the
result of a decision that I, as the Mayor, recently made. The basis, reason, or genesis of
the decision is of no consequence to me; however, its profound and adverse impact on
our community is of paramount importance to me.

The Honorable Bill Baroni

Sept?mber 12, 2013
Page2

I have incessantly attempted to contact Port Authority representatives to no avail.
Would you please be good enough to please have someone contact me or Police Chief
Bendul to discuss the basis of this recent poLicy change and what we must do to reverse
it. .. plain and simple. Que1y: What do I do when our billion dollar rcdevel.opment is put
on line at the end of the next year?
Please call me as soon as possible in the hopes that we can resolve this issue and
reverse a policy change that is wreaking havoc on Fort Lee .... the otherwise cooperative
and supportive host community to the busiest bridge in the world.

Mayor's Office
Law Office
Home#
Cell#

MJS:ml

201~592-3500

201.:224-4000
201-224-7755
201-424-5014

X 1003
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Fwd: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- GWB toll lane issue
David Wildstein <dm,;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Thu, Oct 17, 2013 at 5:13PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj.gaV>
Date: October 17, 2013 at 5:09:39 PM EDT
To: '"david. wildstein@gmail.com"' <david. wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Wall Street Journal inquiry- GWB toll lane issue

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 05:06PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB toll lane issue

Ted Mann is working on a story for tomorrow's paper based on a letter that Mayor Sokolich
allegedly sent to Bill, saying that he has concluded that the GWB toll lane closings were punitive.
The letter also reportedly said that PAPD told commuters that the closures and traffic were the
result of a decision that Mayor Sokolich made. Ted is seeking PA comment. I will not respond
unless instructed otherwise.
NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Oct 16, 2013 at 3:48PM

Appears Loretta said she would introduce a Senate resolution tomorrow for subpoena power. She told Strunsky
and Mann. Let me know if you get asked about it.
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Chart 1: Shows cw-rent amzposition of three segregated lanes from Fort Lee onto the Upper Level Toll
Plaza. (Office ofthe Chief Engineer, .4.ugust 28, 2013)
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Chart 2: Shows possible scenario

two segregated lanes from Fort Lee onto the Upper Level Toll

P la:za. . (Office of ti1e Chief Ancrineer, August 28, 2 0I 3)
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lane from Fort Lee onto the Upper Level Toll Plaza.
. (Office of the Chief Engineer,
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Chart 4: Shows zero segregated lanes from Fort

onto the Upper Level Toll Plaza. . (Office of the

Chief Engineer, August 28, 2013)
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On the morn.illg of September 6, the Chief Enginee~ notijied.·the Director of Tunnels,
'\,......._
,......../~.--- --/--Bridges and Terminals (TBT) that the study would-be_g:iri.on the morning of September 9.
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Shortly afterwards, TBT Director notified hi,~ ·stilff, inclucling the General Manager of the George
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\Vashington Bridge. Thy 'ChiefEngiriee;-lasked the TBT Director to have their respective traffic
;
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staff work together to assessanyand all impacts. This also happened on the morn.illg of
September 6. It was determined that three signs would need to be changed for the duration of the
one week test: one at the corner of Bruce Reynolds Boulevard (BRB) and Hoyt Avenue,one on
the Hudson Street median just north of BRB, and one of the Martha Washington Boulevard
:medianjust south ofBRB. These signs, which depict lanes usage approaching the Upper Level
Toll Plaza, were to be covered by facility maintenance prior to Monday morning. These signs
~~~ould

remain covered for the duration of the test. Bridge staff also notified the Port Authority

Police Departrrient, who handled the reduction in lanes on the morning of September 9.

At all times during the week of the review, the Port Authority police monitored traffic.
They were alert for any emergency vehicles in the area of the bridge and prepared to further alter
traffic patterns in the event of an emergency. Mi.
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Data collection was limited, pru."ily due to a traffic accident on the Cross Bronx:
Expressway on Monday morning, and to the early termination of the study on Friday morning.
Still, there

'~as a notable difference in the movement of traffic for th~~f
- f vehicles that do
\"-...:::....
·~ .,.
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not come from Fort Lee. For example, on Tuesday morning, the bridge general manager noted
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that the I-95 approaches were free and clear by 8:30A.M. l ·
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Traffic Engineering performed an analysis for Tuesday, September 10 and observed some
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improvement in the overall travel time in the non-segregated (non-Fort Lee) lanes during the
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morning peak period, which runs froq 6.Alvf t~ According to Traffic Engineering:
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* For traffic originating on the I-95 Express Lanes, an average reduction of 4.00
minutes in travel time was observed- a reduction of 47% ofthe time it normally takes.
* For traffic originating on the I-95 Local lanes, an average reduction of 2. 76
minutes in travel time was observed- a reduction of 40% of the time it normally takes.
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Addtionally, there was also improvement on Wednesday, se(tember 11:\
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For traffic originating on the I-95 Express Lanes, an average reduction of 4.12

minutes in travel time was observed -- - a reduction of 52% of the time it normally takes.

* For traffic oricinatin£
on the I-95 Local lanes, an avera£e reduction of 2. 72 ~~
~
~
~
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minutes in travel time '"'as observed--- a reduction qf 43% of the time it normally takes.
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The ChiefTraffic En£ineer noted that the improvement in the travel time on the~Yc/i!k
se£Te£ated lanes should be wei£hed a£ainst the deterioration of level of service for the local
/
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traffic ori0_natinQ: from Fort Lee.
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COI\ll\fON1CATION
The implementation of the reduction of Fort Lee Lanes from three to one was not
!

I

accompanied by customru.-y communicp.tions, both within the Port Authority and eXternally. The

I

Borough of Fort Lee was not notified of the closures in advance. These communication
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breakdo·wns cannot be repeated. The Port Authority relies on mutual cooperation both internally
and with our community stakeholders. Not having complete buy-in within the agency ru.1d
securing the cooperation of Fort Lee resulted in a lack of information that is not consistent with

.

our agency's commitment to transparency. \Vhile the question of the segregated Fort Lee Lanes
is critically important, it must be addressed in an open and transparent manner. Future traffic

,____

\ studies will include outreach to municipal. government officials where a facility is located.

FUTURE STIJDY
Two clear lessons were learned from the September traffic study. First, a new formalized
process will _b e implemented irnmediatelyto address any changes to lane configurations.
Beginning immediately,

any\~affic changes must be approved by both the Executive Director
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and Deput)' Executive Directo~d
....,___ the Board or'Commissioners mu~t be notme2
__j In addition.notification must be made to the local municipality and county not less than 30 days prior to

\~

-----

.
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o~ George Washington Bridge to rev-~pattems at the toll lanes to determine in a
way how access to the George ·washington Bridge should be
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Grreil - (no subject)

12/13/13
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..... ~
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(no subject)
David Wildstein <da~d.wildstein@gmail.com>
Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 3:11 PM
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>, "michael.drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
From: Cichowski, John [mailto:Cichowski@northjersey.com]

Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 01:17PM
To : Valens, Chris
Subject: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd

Hi, Chris : l'~.~e been getting se~.~eral calls and emails like the one below about fewer toll booths beind open to the
GWB from Bruce Reynolds BI\AJ. Can you respond to these complaints, especially the 5 questions posed by the
reader below? I'm at 973-586-8153. My cell is: 973-476-6333. Much appreciated.
-john

John Cichowski
The Road Warrior
The Record, Herald News & northjersey.com
100 Commons Way
Rockaway, NJ 07866

On Monday Sept 9, the local Ft Lee approach to the GWB ~a Bruce Reynolds BI\AJ and Martha Washington Way
changed dramatically. What used to be 3 toll booths from the local approach has turned into one toll booth,
creating a large traffic backup that stretches back onto Hudson Terrace all the way to Englewood Cliffs. Our
commute to midtown Manhattan from Tenafly used to take 30- 35 minutes. On Monday, it took 2 hours and 15
minutes and on Tuesday it took 90 minutes. At the ad~ce of theFt Lee Police Dept, we got onto Rt 4 in
Englewood and merged onto 95 and the last two mornings the commute took o~.~er an hour.
The Fort Lee Police do not ha~.~e any answers, they claim it's the Port Authority's decision to close the local toll
booths and that I should complain to them. I tried to call the PA but I can't get a li~.~e person on the phone. My
questions to you are why didn't the Port Authority warn commuters about this change? Why did they do this?
How long will it last? What is the goal of these local tollbooth closures?

https://mail.g oog le.cornlmai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&ik=505bd3dfe2&vievv=pt&q = bridq etannekellv%40vahoo.com&a s=true&search=a uen&th= 14 11 ::l~R44~::.nfi?rl::.
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GITEil- (no subject)

(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 3:18PM
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>, "michael.drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>

The Port Authority is reviewing traffic safety patterns at the George Washington Bridge to
ensure proper placement of toll lanes. The PAPD has been in contact with Fort Lee police
throughout this transition.
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Gmail- Re: Phone call : Ma}Qr Sokoli ch 201-224-4000 re: urgent rretter of publi c scfe.:Y in Fort Lee

Re: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re: urgent matter of public
safety in Fort Lee
Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Man, Sep 9, 2013 at 10:14 AM

Ty
On Sep 9, 2013, at 10:13 AM, David Wildstein <david .wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Radio silence
His name comes right after mayor Fulop
On Sep 9, 2013, at 10:06 AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Did he call him back?
On Sep 9, 2013, at 9:48AM, David Wildstein <david .wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

- - - Forwarded message - - From: Baroni, Bill <bbaroni@panynj.gov>
Date: Man, Sep 9, 2013 at 9:41 AM
Subject: Fwd: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re: urgent
matter of public safety in Fort Lee
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bell, Matthew" <mbell@panynj .gov>
Date: September 9, 2013, 9:29:02 AM EDT
To: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj .gov>
Cc: "DiMarco, Gretchen" <gdimarco@panynj .gov>
Subject: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re:
urgent matter of public safety in Fort Lee

NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION
FROM THE PORT
https://mai l.g oog Ie.com/mai llu/O/?ui=2&i k=505bd3dfe2&.;ew= pt&q = bridg etannekell y%4()yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uerv&th= 141 031344139c50b
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Grnail- Re:

12/13/13

Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Sat, Sep 7, 2013 at 10:09 AM

Will call you in 5 minutes
On Sep 7, 2013, at 10:00 AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Great. I called you yesterday to talk PATH
On Sep 7, 2013, at 9:43AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

I will call you Monday AM to let you know how Fort Lee goes.

On Sat, Sep 7, 2013 at 9:30AM, Bridget Anne Kelly
<bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
Yes . I will let you know.
On Sep 6, 2013, at 2:50PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

We are ready to do this, can you have someone call the Mayor of
Springfield and tell him that Gov has approved $6Dk for their traffic
study.

The Township of Springfield has requested LAP funding for a
Master Plan Re-examination Report. The Township requested
that the Re-examination include a critical Traffic Study for Morris
Avenue to assist in the redevelopment of the downtown and a
Sustainability Element to assist the Township in getting certified
by Sustainable New Jersey. $60,000.

https://mail.g oog le.comlmail/u/0/?ui =2&i k=505bd3dfe2&\iew= pt&q =bridg etannel<elly"/o40yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 140f8c157ddbe894

1/1

Grreil - Re:

12/13/13

........ ..
<

,

I~
.

.....

~

Re:
David Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Fri, Aug 30, 2013 at 4:04PM

No sarcasm here,I genuinely liked bill can dyke. Nice guy and one of the easiest candidates I ever had.
On Aug 30, 2013, at 3:31 PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.corn> wrote:
>You are way too obnoxious. I'm on line at bill van dyke's wake
>
>On Aug 30, 2013, at 3:30PM, oav;d Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>
>> That will undoubtedly be the highlight of my day
>>
>>On Aug 30, 2013, at 3:11PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
>>
>>> Will call in about an hour
>>>
>>> On Aug 28, 2013, at 7:46PM , oav;d Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>>>
>>>>Whenever, not urgent, just by Tuesday
>>>>
>>>>On Aug 28, 2013, at 7:18PM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
>>>>
>>>>> Ok. Away with kids. Will call in the morning.
>>>>>
>>>>>On Aug 28, 2013, at 5:08PM, oav;d Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
>>>>>
>>>>>> Call when you have a chance re: Ft. Lee - can wait for tomorrow
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Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Tue, Aug 13, 2013 at 7:35AM

Got it
On Aug 13, 2013, at 7:34AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
> Time for some traffic problems in Fort Lee.

httos://rmil .nonnle.r.nrnlrnrliliii/O/?JJi=2&ik=505bd&lfe2&view=ot&o=bridaetannekelllf'ln40vahoo.com&os=true&search=auerv&th=140m5a01bb05c1
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Grnail- (no subject)

(no subject)
------------··----

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 12:43 PM

This is the letter I referred to- note paragraph 2, page 3 --" ... we find ourselves with no other alternative other
than to direct the Chief of Police to completely close off our local roads over which we maintain exclusive
jurisdiction to a\,{)id Fort Lee becoming a parking lot in the future and thereby require all vehicles to remain on the
major approach thoroughfares (i.e. Route 46, Route 4, Route 80, 1-95, etc.) and not otherwise meander through
our local thoroughfares which cause safety concerns (especially for children) and complete traffic shut-down for
all our residents."
~

Sokolich Letter 11_9_10.PDF
722K
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024-4799

Mark J. Sokolich
Mayo•·

Telephone (20 I) 592-3500 -Ext. I 003
Facsimile (20 I) 592-1657
E-mai I: mayor@fortleenj.org

Via Facsimile 212-435-6489 & Regular Mail:
November 9, 2010

Mr. William Baroni
Deputy Director
Port Autltori(v ofNew York & New Jersey ·
225 Park Avenue South, 15'" Floor
New York, New York 10003
Re: PROPOSED SHUT-DOWN OF FORT LEE ROADWAYS
Dear Director Baroni:
I preface the following correspondence to you by conceding we are all very frustrated
here in F01t Lee and we are hopeful that the Port Authority will intervene and assist our
community with our day-to-day battle \'Vith crippling traffic gridlock that we experience. Fort
Lee has always had to deal with the extraordinary traffic burdens caused by the George
Washington Bridge ("GWB''); however, lately the traffic has reached unbearable status and
without some assistance fi·om the Port Authority, Fort Lee will be in a perpetual state of
emergency.
As you may recall, we met on September 16, 20 I 0 to discuss various issues regarding
the Port Authority, the Borough of Fort Lee and the promotion of an open-line
communication. While \ Ve here in Fort Lee undertake to handle as many problems internally
as possible utilizing all resources available to us, we have unfortunately reached a point where
we are considering taking extraordinary measures to address the regular traffic shut-down and
gridlock occurring in our Borough. Please permit me to elaborate.
On approximately 20 occasions over the last forty days, our Borough has been
completely gridlocked. Traveling from the south to the north end of our Borough takes
upwards of one hour. Our safety vehicles are unable to traverse our own thoroughfares to
attend to emergencies which place our residents in harms \vay. Most recently, on
October 30 through October 31 , scheduled construction occurred on the lower level of the
GWB \Vhich caused complete traffic gridlock in our Borough. Other causes of traffic
shnt-down include unscheduled and unanticipated events such as vehicular accidents, holiday
and event traffic and even modest vehicle break-downs on the Cross Bronx Expressway.

Deputy Director William Baroui

November 9, 2010
Page2

The traffic caused by these events, and others too numerous to mention, cripples our entire
community holding our residents hostage until the traffic subsides. I continue to meet with
our Chief of Police, our Traft"ic Department and our engaged Traffic Consultants to determine
how and if these ongoing gridlocks can be avoided or at least somewhat abated. There is one
conclusion that we have all reached which is that this regular traffic shut-down in our
Borough must somehow be alleviated.
We concede that there are many circumstances which contribute to the traffic
problems lhat we face in Fort Lee. There is, however, a contributing factor which is easily
addressed. On each and every occasion when complete and crippling traffic gridlock occurs,
we contact the Port Authority Police Department and request the ranking officer to dispatch
officers to the intersections committed to be manned by the Port Authority and otherwise
facilitate the flow of traffic and to prohibit vehicles from " blocking the box" . Vehicles which
"block" the box are a direct and proximate cause of the complete traffic shut-down in our
Borough. Prohibiting vehicles from blocking the intersections will certainly not cure or
completely abate the traffic; however, it will at the very least allow our residents to drive
through their own community to get to work, school, doctor' s appointments so forth and so
on. On limited occasion, the Pmi Authority Police Department will comply with our requests
to assist our local depmtment due to what we are told is a severe shortage of manpower. With
no other alternative, we in Fort Lee dispatch our ovvn officers to man the posts that the Port
Authority is required to man, thereby depleting our resources to attend to other
responsibilities required by our officers during these regular gridlock events. Consequently,
we recall officers who are off-duty to assist at exorbitant expense to the Borough. Essentially,
rarel y is our Borough provided with assistance from the Port Authority during periods when
we are most in need of assistance.
In order to personally understand and appreciate the hundreds of complaints that I
have received, I have taken my children to Fort Lee High School in the morning as opposed to
utilizing the public school bus service. Essentially, each and every morning I ultimately
anive at the intersection of Lemoine Avenue and Bridge Plaza South and remain at a
complete standstill for apprcxir!.}ately 30 n:.inutes solely as a result of four or five vehides
which sit in the intersection and "block the box". Accordingly, I along with a line of
hundreds of other vehicles extending back to the southernmost end of Fort Lee remain at a
complete standstill. By merely preventing vehicles from blocking the intersection, hundreds
of vehicles would be free to travel through the intersection to their ultimate destination and
help relieve our community. This circumstance occurs at several other critical intersections in
Fort Lee and are a direct cause of the regular traffic gridlock that we experience. The mere
dispatching of Pmi Authority Police Officers to these critical intersections would substantially
alleviate the problems that we face on virtually a daily basis.
Another circumstance that is readily rectifiable and the cause of regular and avoidable
traffic gridlock is the Port Authority's election to substantially reduce the number of toll
booth workers and resultant reduction in toll lanes on Saturday and Sunday of each \:veek.
Consequently, many vehicles exit the major approach roads and utilize our local
thoroughfares as a "short-cut" in search of available toll booths. Accordingly, even weekends
no longer provide a respite from traffic and gridlock on our roadways.

·~

.
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Deputy Director William Baroni

November 9, 2010
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Please remain assured that our community has not given up hope and has tried to cope
vvi th the daily traffic onslaught and increased frequency of complete gridlock traffic
events. We offer free (borough-subsidized) bus service to the local ferry system in
Edgewater, we have installed a new state-of-the-art camera system to monitor ali
intersections impacted by the GWB to better and more quickly dispatch our officers, we now
offer a "real-time" traffic alert system advising all subscribers of traffic events and alternate
routes w·hich is accessible through our webpage vvhich is known as "N!XLE' (see
W\Vw.fortlcenj.org). Most telling and based on a recent study commissioned by the Borough
of Fort Lee, we employ approximately fifteen police officers directlv as a result of our
proximity to the George Washington Bridge and the traffic it generates on our local
thoroughfares. We estimate that our Borough expends in excess $3.5 Million per year
between alternative transpmiation initiatives, salaries (inclusive of benefits and pension
contributions) and infrastructure maintenance and replacement which would not otherwise be
required. In other words, Fort Lee has and is doing more than its part to address the
extraordinary burden placed on our community and we respectfully request the Port Authority
to likewise make an effoti.
You had indicated in our meeting that you would be our contact to address any
concerns or grievances that our Borough had and I implore you to intervene in this matter.
We are host community to the George Washington Bridge and respectfully request attention
to the critical issues raised herein. Absent some form of relief, we fmd ourselves with no
other alternative other than to direct the Chief of Police to completely close off our local roads
over which we maintain exclusive jurisdiction to avoid Fort Lee from becoming a parking lot
in the future and thereby require all vehicles to remain on the major approach thoroughfares
(i .e. , Route 46, Route 4, Route 80, I-95 , etc.) and not otherwise meander through our local
thoroughfares which causes safety concerns (especially for children) and complete traffic
shut-clown for all of our residents. This is an action that I would rather not take; however, we
find ourselves with no other alternative.
Ple3se conta::t me as soon as possible vvith regard to this mmter. r am available to
meet with you and your representatives at any time to discuss the issues raised in this
cotTespondence and establish a protocol going fotward to address the ongoing traffic
shutdowns we experience here in Fort Lee and avoid the extraordinary step of closing down
·l
access to our roads. We simply have no other alternative.

MJS:ml
cc:
Borough Council
Borough Administrator
Police ChiefThomas 0. Ripoli

.

William Young, Port Author1ty Client Manager
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Gmail- Re:

G
Re:
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 8:59 AM

Same to you , David , and thanks for a great dinner.
Sent from myiPhone
>On Dec 5, 2013, at 8:26AM, David Wildstein <david .wildstein@gmail. com> wrote:
>
> Thanks again for all your sound advice last night, I always appreciate your friendship. Spoke with O'Toole this
morning and he will talk with you later today.
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(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 11:57 PM
Cc: "Samson, David" <dsamson@wolffsamson.com>, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

NY-NJ port police union chief wades into GWB

tiff
Associated Press

NEW YORK- The head of the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey's police union on
Wednesday waded into the tiff over unannounced lane closures at the George Washington
Bridge in September, saying he suggested studying new traffic patterns.
But PAPD union chief Paul Nunziato denied rumors that a traffic mess that resulted from the
on-site study was manufactured by New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie's henchmen as political
retribution.
Nunziato used imagery from "West Side Story" to paint the controversy as merely the latest
chapter in the ongoing power struggle between New York and New Jersey over the bistate
agency.
"You don't see the New York-New Jersey fight that goes on here," Nunziato said after the
Port Authority's monthly board meeting Wednesday. "I kid that it's like the Sharks and the
Jets."
At a hearing before a New Jersey state transportation committee last month, authority
Deputy Executive Director Bill Baroni acknowledged that the agency failed to communicate
to local officials that two of three local-access lanes from Fort Lee to the upper level of the
bridge would be closed for a week starting Sept. 9. The study was canceled after three days
because of gridlock.
The agency has said it is reviewing what happened but has refused to say when the review
will be completed or who is conducting it. Christie has denied any role in the closures.
New Jersey Sen. Loretta Weinberg, who represents Fort Lee, attended Wednesday's
meeting and said the Port Authority's silence has "led to bizarre speculation about petty
political games." New Jersey Assemblyman Gordon Johnson called Baroni's testimony before
the committee "a fairy tale."
Nunziato said Wednesday he suggested to David Wildstein, the Port Authority's director of
interstate capital projects and a Christie ally, that traffic patterns at the bridge be studied.
https://mai l.g oog le.comlmail/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&\iew=pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail.com&q s=true&search= q uery&th= 142c11 e7812156d9
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He characterized as "a load of garbage" an internal email from Port Authority Executive
Director Patrick Foye, obtained by the Wall Street Journal, in which Foye harshly criticized
the closures.
"Was there are any ambulance delay? No," Nunziato said. "Was there any police service
delay? No. Do we communicate to Fort Lee what we do up there? In the 26 years, I've been
here, no.
"Other people have different ideas. Some of the idea was to diminish New Jersey's power
struggle over where the agency goes and what they do. That's my personal belief in all of
this, and they're using (reporters) and the senators to get in the game," Nunziato said.
A Port Authority spokesman didn't comment on Nunziato's statements. Earlier Wednesday,
Foye said he would appear before the New Jersey transportation committee on Monday.
-Copyright 2013 Associated Press

https:llmail.g oog le.comlmai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&view= pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 142c11 e7812156d9

2/2

12/15/13

Gmail- Re: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB lane closings

Re: Star Ledger inquiry-- GWB lane closings
--------------

-------------------·-··-··-

David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed , Dec 4, 2013 at 8:40AM

Ok let me know what time and where. And acknowledge that it's my turn to buy.
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:39AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

Yeah, same here.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:35AM, David Wildstein <david .wildstein@grnail.com> wrote:

Sure as long as short notice doesn't inconvenience you
On Dec 4, 2013, at 8:15AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@grnail.com> wrote:

Can you do dinner in New Brunswick this evening? Everyone here is leaving
early for meetings at Drum and it looks quiet on the press front.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 4, 2013, at 7:56AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmai l. com>
wrote:

Not urgent for today, just want to be on radar screen
sometime in the next week or two

On Wed, Dec 4, 2013 at 7:54AM, Michael Drewniak
<mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
Sounds a little ominous. Okay. Urgent for today? Could
possibly meet in New Brunswick. Or tomorrow.
SentfrommyiPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 10:51 PM, David Wildstein
<david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Need to talk to you soon, in person, once you
get caught up and have some time.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:22PM, Michael
Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
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righteous rage, no doubt.
SentrrommyiPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 3:48PM, Da\Ad
Wildstein <da\Ad .wildstein@gmail.com>
wrote:

- - -- Forwarded message From: Wildstein, David
<dwildstein@panynj .goV>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at
3:47PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger
inquiry -- GWB lane closings
To:
"da\Ad .wildstein@gmail.com"
<da\Ad .wildstein@gmail.com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, December
03, 2013 3:06PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein,
David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry
-- GWB lane closings

Tom Moran, the Editorial
Page Editor of the Star
Ledger, called to talk to us
about the GWB lane
closings issue for another
upcoming editorial. I will
not respond unless
instructed to do so.
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Fwd: FW: David Wildstein ...
"- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - · - - - - - - - - · - - - ·

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 5:19PM

This was my revised --which I sent to the Gov and he approved (no Maria or Charlie).
- - - - Forwarded message - - - From : Michael Drewniak <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: Fri , Dec 6, 2013 at 5:17PM
Subject: FW: David Wildstein ...
To: mpdrew42@gmail.com

M-om: Michael Drewniak

Sent: Friday, December 06, 2013 5:14 PM
To: 'Boburg, Shawn'
Subject: David Wildstein ...

Please use this, attributable to me:

"Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless adl,{)cate for New Jersey's interests at the Port Authority . We are grateful
for his commitment and dedication to the important work of the Port Authority and thank him for his service to the
people of New Jersey and the region."

Michael Drewniak
Press Secretaty to NJ Govemor Chris Christie
email: michacl.clre>\11 iak@gov .statc. nj .us
Press Office : 609-777-2600
Blackbeny: 609-433-5398
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Statement. ..
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Fri, Dec 6, 2013 at 2:29 PM

I need to know what's going on as far as timing and Charlie's itchiness.
Here's a revised. I'm trying to balance interests here and the fact that Maria and Charlie gave approval to the
earlier one. I don't intend to bring it back to them , so I can't go much further.
"For nearly four years, Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless advocate for New Jersey's interests at the Port
Authority, and we are grateful for his time and dedication to the important work of the Authority."
Or two sentences:
"For nearly four years, Mr. Wildstein has been a tireless advocate for New Jersey's interests at the Port
Authority. We are grateful for his time and dedication to the important work of the Port Authority ."
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Re: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings
,- · · - · · - - · · · · - · · · · · · - · - - · - · · - · - · · - - - - - - - · - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · - - - - · - - - - - - - · -

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:22 PM

I did see this earlier. Tom will be in full righteous rage, no doubt.
Sent from my iPhone
On Dec 3, 2013, at 3:48PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

- - - - Forwarded message - - - From: Wildstein, David <dwildstein@panynj .gaV>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 3:47PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger inquiry - GWB lane closings
To: "david .wildstein@gmail.com" <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 3:06 PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry -- GWB lane closings

Tom Moran, the Editorial Page Editor of the Star Ledger, called to talk to us about the GWB
lane closings issue for another upcoming editorial. I will not respond unless instructed to do
so.
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Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>
Cc: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 11 :23 AM

Thank you
On Dec 3, 2013, at 11:21 AM, David Saenz Jr<csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:

Question:
Governor Christie: I worked the cones actually Matt. Unbeknownst to everybody I was
actually the guy out there. I was in overalls and a hat so I wasn't-but I actually was the
guy working the cones out there. You really are not serious with that question. What
happened-no I haven't. Listen, just because John Wisniewski is obsessed with this and
Loretta Weinberg, it just shows you they really have nothing to do if they're obsessed
with this. And by the way, the fact is I didn't even know Fort Lee got three dedicated lanes
until all this stuff happened, and I think we should review that entire policy, because I
don't know why Fort Lee needs three dedicated lanes to tell you the truth and I never
knew it until this whole, you know, happening went about. So, you know, my urging to the
Port Authority is going to be to review the whole policy, because I've sat in that traffic
before I was Governor at the George Washington Bridge, and the fact that one town has
three lanes dedicated to it? That kind of gets me sauced. Now of course if you're Loretta
Weinberg you want that because that's part of her, you know, bringing home the bacon
policy. But the fact is let, you know, Assemblyman Wisniewski and Senator Weinberg
find something to occupy themselves. They always will, and it almost always will include
being critical of this administration. But I don't get involved in traffic studies. I don't get
involved in lane closures. I didn't work the cones, just so we're clear on that. That was
sarcastic. I was not the guy working the cones, and-but I do believe, and I've told
Chairman Samson this, that we should look at this policy, because I don't know why one
town gets three lanes. One lane, maybe. Three lanes for one town? I don't quite get it.
And so, you know, they said-1 read something in one of the stories about this was host
community relations. Well, what's going to happen if they get a little bit upset? Are we
going to move the bridge? I mean, come on. So that's my reaction to it. All the rest of this
stuff is politics, you know, on the Legislature's part. They're just looking for something,
you know? And that's what they do.
Follow up:
Governor Christie: Listen, I have absolutely no idea. I didn't-you know I have not even
-to the best of my knowledge I don't know if I've even met the mayor of Fort Lee. I may
have met him once. So the fact that he didn't endorse me came as no, you know, wild
shock to me.
On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:32 AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
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The rest - on the Gov joking that it was he placing the cones -- came later in the press
conference. We'll get that too.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:22 AM, David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:
Press Conference - December 2. 2013

Question: David. Just in time for the holiday season, a Port Authority toll
increase has kicked in. The Port Authority is under subpoena to come and
talk to the Assembly Transportation Committee I believe. There have been
questions about whether they're out of control, about whether they are
responsive to you and the governor of New York, and we've got this big
Bayonne Bridge project that's kicking into high gear now to raise it for the
tall ships that are coming in. Are they in your opinion out of control and how
concerned are you about the Port Authority as an agency?
Governor Christie: Well, a few things. I think to characterize the Port Authority as
out of control is incorrect. Governor Cuomo and I speak on a regular basis about
these issues and I think we also at times have both expressed frustration at the size
of the bureaucracy there and the at times the challenge that we both face in terms of
moving that bureaucracy in the direction that we want it to go as quickly as he and I
both would like it to go. But no, I think the characterization of being out of control is
wrong. The Bayonne Bridge project is moving along on pace and on budget and I'm
happy about that and we'll see continued movement in that direction and that's a
project that but for the intervention of this administration would have never happened
and it's been sitting idle for years and it would have had an enormously deleterious
effect on the economy of the state if we hadn't moved forward on that project, and
so listen, there are always going to be challenges in a bistate agency, where there's
not one boss but two. There always will be challenges in an agency of that size,
when there are so many folks working on so many different projects. But in the end I
think that Governor Cuomo and I would both agree that we're doing the best we can
with what we've inherited and that we're making steps toward changing it. I think the
outside audit and review that was done was evidence to the fact that an independent
group came and looked at it and said that a lot of the changes that we've made have
vastly improved the operations at the Port Authority and made them more efficient,
so there will always be people that can criticize and Governor Cuomo and I probably
would be two of them that would criticize things that happened at the Port Authority
at times, but I have complete confidence in Chairman Samson and his ability to be
able to navigate those waters on behalf of all the people of the region and we'll just
continue to work at it. You have a follow up?
Follow up: The toll increase that just went into effect, is that fair? Is that
something that you have anything to do with? What's your reaction to it?
Governor Christie: Listen, it's necessary if in fact we're going to continue to invest
in infrastructure at the rate that we're doing that at the Port Authority. Secondly the
fact is that we inherited a great deal of activity that had happened before both
Governor Cuomo and I got here, activity that they had not accounted for how to pay
for it. So the fact is that someone has to be responsible for that and we had to make
this move. I think we've done it in a way that's responsible by phasing it in over time
and not having people swallow a toll increase in one fell swoop. But neither Governor
Cuomo nor I wanted to do what we did, but we couldn't take the position that our
predecessors took which was to continue to spend money that they didn't have, and
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we haven't done that as a rule in this administration and we weren't going to do it at
the Port Authority and Governor Cuomo and I both agreed with that.

- - - - Forwarded message - - - From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:49 AM
Subject: Fwd:
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>

- - - Forwarded message - - From: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59 AM
Subject:
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Mike, can you send transcipt of Govs press conference yesterday. Need PA remarks for the
board meeting. Thanks.
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infrastructure at the rate that we're doing that at the Port Authority. Secondly the fact is that we
inherited a great deal of activity that had happened before both Governor Cuomo and I got here,
activity that they had not accounted for how to pay for it. So the fact is that someone has to be
responsible for that and we had to make this move. I think we've done it in a way that's responsible
by phasing it in over time and not having people swallow a toll increase in one fell swoop. But
neither Governor Cuomo nor I wanted to do what we did, but we couldn't take the position that our
predecessors took which was to continue to spend money that they didn't have, and we haven't
done that as a rule in this administration and we weren't going to do it at the Port Authority and
Governor Cuomo and I both agreed with that.

-- - - Forwarded message - - From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmai l. com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 9:49 AM
Subject: Fwd:
To: Da\1d Saenz Jr <csusds aenz@gmail.com>

------ Forwarded message -----From : David Wildstein <da\1d.wildstein@gmai l. com>
Date: Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59AM
Subject:
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Mike, can you send transcipt of Govs press conference yesterday . Need PA remarks for the board meeting.
Thanks .

https://rnail .google.comlrnail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&1.1ew=pt&q=mpdrew42%40grnail .com&qs=true&search=query&th=142b9168f3714d59

212

12/15/13

Gmail- Re:

Re:
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com>
Cc: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:32 AM

The rest-- on the Gov joking that it was he placing the cones- came later in the press conference. We'll get
that too.

On Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 10:22 AM, David Saenz Jr <csusdsaenz@gmail.com> wrote:
Press Conference - December 2. 2013

Question: David. Just in time for the holiday season, a Port Authority toll increase has
kicked in. The Port Authority is under subpoena to come and talk to the Assembly
Transportation Committee I believe. There have been questions about whether they're
out of control, about whether they are responsive to you and the governor of New York,
and we've got this big Bayonne Bridge project that's kicking into high gear now to raise it
for the tall ships that are coming in. Are they in your opinion out of control and how
concerned are you about the Port Authority as an agency?
Governor Christie: Well, a few things. I think to characterize the Port Authority as out of control is
incorrect. Governor Cuomo and I speak on a regular basis about these issues and I think we also
at times have both expressed frustration at the size of the bureaucracy there and the at times the
challenge that we both face in terms of moving that bureaucracy in the direction that we want it to
go as quickly as he and I both would like it to go. But no, I think the characterization of being out of
control is wrong. The Bayonne Bridge project is moving along on pace and on budget and I'm
happy about that and we'll see continued movement in that direction and that's a project that but for
the intervention of this administration would have never happened and it's been sitting idle for years
and it would have had an enormously deleterious effect on the economy of the state if we hadn't
moved forward on that project, and so listen, there are always going to be challenges in a bistate
agency, where there's not one boss but two. There always will be challenges in an agency of that
size, when there are so many folks working on so many different projects. But in the end I think that
Governor Cuomo and I would both agree that we're doing the best we can with what we've
inherited and that we're making steps toward changing it. I think the outside audit and review that
was done was evidence to the fact that an independent group came and looked at it and said that a
lot of the changes that we've made have vastly improved the operations at the Port Authority and
made them more efficient, so there will always be people that can criticize and Governor Cuomo
and I probably would be two of them that would criticize things that happened at the Port Authority
at times, but I have complete confidence in Chairman Samson and his ability to be able to navigate
those waters on behalf of all the people of the region and we'll just continue to work at it. You have
a follow up?
Follow up: The toll increase that just went into effect, is that fair? Is that something that
you have anything to do with? What's your reaction to it?
Governor Christie: Listen, it's necessary if in fact we're going to continue to invest in
https://mai l.g oog Ie.com'mai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&i k= 505bd3dfe2&-.iew=pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mai l.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 142b9168f3714d59
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(no subject)
David Wildstein <da\tid.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Dec 3, 2013 at 8:59 AM

Mike, can you send transcipt of Go\S press conference yesterday. Need PA remarks for the board meeting.
Thanks.
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Fwd: Media inquiries on Assemblyman Wisniewski press release
David Wildstein <da\id.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed , Nov 27, 2013 at 3:56 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Coleman, Ste'A'l" <scoleman@panynj.gov>
Date: No'A'lmber 27, 2013 3:52:07 PM EST
To : "Foye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj .gov> , "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.gov>
Cc: "Ma, John" <jhma@panynj.gov>, "Wildstein, Da\id" <dwildstein@panynj .gov>, "MacSpadden, Lisa"
<lmacspadden@panynj.gov>
Subject: Media inquiries on Assemblyman Wisniewski press release

We ha'A'l pending requests for comment from Ste'A'l Strunsky of the Star Ledger, Ted Mann of the Wall Street Journal, Bill
Mooney of PolitickerNJ.com and Michael Phillis of the Bergen Record on the assemblyman's press release. I'm not
returning the calls unless told to do so.

News from

Assemblyman Wisniewski
For Release:
Nov. 2 7, 2 0 13

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski
Deputy Speaker
Assembly Transportation Chainnan

p: 732-432-8460
e: AsmWisniewski@njleg.org
vvvvw. assemblyd ems. com

Wisniewski Subpoenas Port Authority of NY & NJ
Executive Director to Explain George Washington
Bridge Lane Closures
Compels PANYNJ Chief to Appear at Special Dec. 9 Hearing in Trenton
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(TRENTON)- Assembly Deputy Speaker John Wisniewski on Wednesday subpoenaed the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey's

executi~

director to attend a special December hearing on the agency's decision to close lanes to

the George Washington Bridge in Fort Lee.
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), the Assembly transportation committee chairman, ordered Patrick Faye, the authority's
executi~

director, to appear at a special Dec. 9 hearing in Trenton.

The subpoena comes after the authority's deputy director, Bill Baroni, refused on Monday to directly answer many
committee questions on the lane closures and provide data to support his testimony.
"Mr. Baroni's unprofessional testimony created many more unanswered questions," said Wisniewski (DMiddlesex). "It's important for the Legislature to understand the circumstances surrounding these lane closures, as the
impact on emergency services from the inexplicable lack of notification could ha~ resulted in the loss of life. It's also now
more than two months after the closure and no clear and convincing information has been forthcoming on how this decision
was made and why it was suddenly necessary."
Faye is ordered to appear for the 10 a.m., Dec. 9 hearing at the State House and produce documents,
correspondence, books, papers and other writings requested by the panel.
"The committee has a responsibility to its constituents to obtain answers to these questions and ensure that
protections are in place to guarantee such an e~nt will not happen again," Wisniewski said. "We need to know whether
this was incompetence or political mischief by political appointees. A more public and thorough discussion of these issues
is necessary, and I look forward to Mr. Faye's input."
Under the subpoena, Faye is compelled to appear to testify and asked to produce:
•
All documents and coiTespondence, produced between Jan. I, 2013 and the present date between Gov . Chris Christie or any
member of his administration and/or any employee, officer, or executive of the P01t Authority, conceming the decision to reduce fi·om
three to one, the eastbound F01t Lee, New Jersey access lanes to the George Washington Bridge fi·om Sept. 9, 2013through Sept. 13,
2013;
All documents and correspondence, produced between Jan. I, 2013 and the present date, between and among employees,
•
executives. or officers ofthe Port Authority, including any documents and correspondence sent or received by David Wildstein ,
Director of Interstate Capital Projects conceming the decision to reduce from three to one, the eastbound Fort Lee, New Jersey
access lanes to the George Washington Bridge fi·om Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13, 2013 ;
•
All documents and correspondence referenced and cited to by Baroni at Monday's Assembly Transportation, Public Works and
Independent Authorities Committee meeting, including, but not limited to, any traffic count, traffic report, ortraffic study, produced
by any employee, executive, or officer of the Port Authority or any third party working on behalf of any employee, executive, or
officer of the Po1t Authority related to the decision to reduce fi·om three to one, the eastbound Fort Lee, New Jersey access lanes to
the George Washington Bridge rrom Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13, 2013;
•

All documents and cOITespondence suppo1ting Mr. Baroni 's assertion at the Monday New Jersey Assembly Transportation ,

Public Works and Independent Authorities Committee meeting that: (a) on Tuesday, Sept. 10,2013 the General Managerofthe
George Washington Bridge noted a four minute reduction in travel time for commuters using the 1-95 approach to the George
Washington Bridge and a three minute reduction in travel time for commuters using local road approaches to the George Washington
Bridge; (b) on Wednesday , Sept. 11 , 2013 the General Manager of the George Washington Bridge noted a reduction in travel time for
commuters using the 1-95 approach and the local road approaches to the George Washington B1idge; and (c) 105,000 regular EZ-Pass
users cross the George Washington Bridge each morning and 4,839 of those users are from F01t Lee, New Jersey;
•
Copies of all rules, regulations, or written policies ofthe Port Authority conceming the process for closing access lanes to the
George Washington Bridge. Copies of all rules, regulations, or written policies of the Port Authority concerning the process for
approving and conducting traffic studies , including, but not limited to any mles, regulations , or written policies conceming public
and law enforcement notification of lane closures in relation to traffic studies ; and
•
All infonmtion conceming the impact on toll collections or any other economic impact to the Port Authority or the New York,
New Jersey Metropolitan Region resulting from the decision to reduce rrom three to one, the eastbound F01t Lee, New Jersey access
lanes to the George Washington Bridge fi·om Sept. 9, 2013 through Sept. 13,2013.

On The Net:
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3 attachments

'f;?l Foye Subpoena 112713.pdf
:c::! 47K
~?I

Foye SCHEDULE Document 112713.pdf

\C.I 25K
~

Foye Cover Letter 112713.pdf

:c::! 48K
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Fwd: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger Editorial Board
wants comment on their coming editorial calling on state to issue subpoenas,
comment on ATC testimony
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 27, 2013 at 12:35 P.M

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: November 27, 2013 12:13:20 PM EST
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger Editorial Board wants
comment on their coming editorial calling on state to issue subpoenas, comment on ATC
testimony

Fuck him and the S-L.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 27, 2013, at 12:08 PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bell, Matthew" <mbell@panynj .gov>
Date: November 27, 2013 11:59:12 AM EST
To: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj .gov>
Cc: "DiMarco, Gretchen" <gdimarco@panynj.gov>, "Wildstein, David"
<dwildstein@panynj.gov>
Subject: Phone call: Jim Namiotka 973-392-1548 re: Star Ledger
Editorial Board wants comment on their coming editorial calling
on state to issue subpoenas, comment on ATC testimony
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Re:
---········-·-····--·------------------·------------------------------------------------------·-----·-·-·---------

Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

-----------------

Thu, Nov 14, 2013 at 6:11 PM

That's hilarious .
Sentrrom myiPhone
On Nov 14, 2013, at 6:06PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:
> Checked the sign in sheets -Ted Mann was at the September 20, 2012 board of commissioners meeting
where this was announced.
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Fwd: Speaker Sign-up -Wisniewski
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 13, 2013 at 10:07 AM

Also Weinberg and Johnson

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Lado, Tina" <tlado@panynj. gov>
Date: November 13, 2013 10:02:35 AM EST
To: "Eastman, Karen" <keastman@pany nj .gov>
Cc: "Baroni , Bill" <bbaroni@panynj .gov> , "Wildstein, David" <dwil dstein@panynj.gov>
Subject: FW: Speaker Sign-up -Wisniewski

Karen ,
Ju st received the fol1mving. Assembly Transportation C ommittee Chairm an \Visn:iev.iski Vi?ill b e
com ing to th e Board 1v1 eeting. l've inclu ded his bio.

JOHN

s.

WISNIEWSKI

DEPUTY SPEAKER, 19TH DISTRICT
132 MAIN STREET
SAYREVILLE, NJ 08872

COMMITTEES

Transportation, Public Works and Independent Authorities, Chair
Financial Institutions and Insurance

Wisniewski has served in the New Jersey General Assembly since 1996, where he represents the
19th Legislative District.
In the Assembly he has served as the Deputy Speaker since 2004, was the Assistant Majority
Leader from 2002-2003 and was the Deputy Minority Conference Leader 1998-2001. Wisniewski
serves in the Assembly on the Transportation, Public Works and Independent Authorities
Committee (as Chair), the Appropriations Committee and the Financial Institutions and Insurance
Committee.
On January 27, 2010, Wisniewski was selected to succeed Joseph Cryan as the Chairman ofthe
New Jersey Democratic State Committee.
In the Assembly, Wisniewski has introduced legislation that includes the Work First New Jersey
Act, which required individuals to work at jobs or in community services as a condition of their
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benefits, the Dormitory Safety Act which required the installation of sprinklers in all dormitories, the
School Bus Enhanced Safety Inspection Act which created new ways and standards by which a
school bus was inspected, and the Athletic Training Licensure Act which required athletic trainers
to be licensed. Assemblyman Wisniewski also sponsored the bill that was signed into law which
increased the property tax reduction for Veterans and seniors, legislation designed to strengthen
Megan's Law by keeping sexual predators away from areas where children go to school and play,
legislation which required newly constructed elevators in residential buildings to accommodate
stretchers, legislation which required the implementation of a fire command structure in mutual aid
fires, legislation which required that cell phone use be noted in traffic accidents, legislation that
established a penalty for the theft of someone's personal identification information, and legislation
which established a scholarship program for the families of the victims of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks .
In his role as Chairman of the Assembly Transportation Committee, Assemblyman Wisniewski led
a fact finding probe into the state's E-ZPass system . Assemblyman Wisniewski is a prime sponsor
of the Motor Vehicle Security and Customer Service Act which was signed into law on January 28,
2003. He was a prime sponsor of A-3392 which would consolidate two of the state's toll road
agencies.
He se!"\ed on the Middlesex County Senior Citizen Housing Task Force from 1994-1995, the
Middlesex County Planning Board from 1994-1995. He se!"\ed on the Sayreville Cable Television
Advisory Board from 1990-1991.l2l He has also se!"\ed on the Sayreville Board of Education's
Building Utilization Committee. Assemblyman Wisniewski currently se!"\es on the Board of
Trustees for the United Way of Central New Jersey and is an Executi~ Board Member of the
Middlesex County Arts and Education Council.
Wisniewski recei~d a B.A. in 1984 from Rutgers Uni~rsity in English I Economics and was
awarded a J.D. from the Seton Hall Uni~rsity School of Law in 1987.l2l He was born in Perth
Amboy, and currently resides in Sayreville.
Mr. Wisniewski and his wife, Deborah,

ha~

three daughters: Emily, Sarah and Rachel.

From: Wisniewski, Asm. D.O. [mailto:AsmWisniewski@njleg.org] On Behalf Of Burton, Charles

Sent: Wednesday, November 13, 2013 9:56AM
To: Speakers
Cc: Lado, Tina
Subject: Speaker Sign-up- Wisniewski

To Whom It May Concern :

Assemblyman John Wisniewski wishes to speak at the Port Authority meeting this afternoon .
Thank you.

Charles

Charles T. Burton
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Chief of Staff
Office of Assemblyman JohnS. Wisniewski
132 Main Street, Suite A
Sayreville, NJ 08872
732-432-8460 phone
732-432-8463 fax
CBurton@njleg.org
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Re: WSJ story
David Wildstein <da...;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Tue, Nov12, 2013 at 5:40PM

i don't believe, not for a second, that he independently found Ted Mann's sources and got confirmation. He is
copying the WSJ story and making it his own- another ethical breach by Strunsky and the ledger.

On Tue, Nov 12, 2013 at 5:07PM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:
Yeah , right. dope.

On Tue, Nov 12, 2013 at 11:45 AM, oa...,;d Wildstein <da...;d.wildstein@gmai l. com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wildstein, oa...,;d" <dwildstein@panynj.gov>
Date: November 12, 2013 at 11 :17:24 AM EST
To: '"da...,;d. wildstein@gmail .com"' <da...;d .wildstein@gmail . com>
Subject: FW: WSJ story

From: STRUNSKY, STEVE [mailto:SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM]

Sent: Tuesday, November 12, 2013 11:08 AM
To: Wildstein, David
Subject: WSJ story

Hey oa...;d,
If you have anything to say on or off the record about Thursday's Wall Street Journal story,
please give me a call.
Thanks.
-S

Steve Strunsky

I I One

Star-Ledge r Plaza

I Newark, NJ

07102-1200
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P: 973-392-1544

I M:

973-986-6848

I E: SSTRUNSI<Y@STARLEDGER .COM

CONFIDENTIALI1Y NOTICE: This e-mail may contain information that is pri\11eged,
confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this
e-mail, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, purge it and do not disseminate
or copy it.

NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFI LIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOT IFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E- MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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Re: Investigation of Anthony Hayes Complaint
Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 6, 2013 at 3:42 PM

Those facts alone would probably warrant award of attorney fees if you filed a suit. But very messy.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov6, 2013, at 2:58PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

So HR looks at it, finds NOTHING, and now I'm shelling out $50k on a lawyer to protect me from a
set up.
On Nov 6, 2013, at 2:54 PM , Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

That is deeply tucked up. What a piece of excrement.
Sent from my iPhone
On Nov 6, 2013, at 12:40 PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Faye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj.gov>
Date: October 30, 2013 6:19:38 PM EDT
To: "Wildstein, David" <dwildstein@panynj .gov>
Cc: "Buchbinder, Darrell" <dbuchbin@panynj .gov>
Subject: Investigation of Anthony Hayes Complaint

We have retained Daniel Gitner of the firm of Lankier
Siffert & Wahl to conduct an investigation regarding an
anonymous complaint made earlier this year to the Port
Authority's Office of the Inspector General pertaining to
Anthony Hayes, specifically to determine if that
anonymous complaint was made in retaliation for certain
workplace matters previously raised in 2013 by Anthony
Hayes with the Port Authority's Office of Equal
Employment Opportunity Compliance, Diversity &
Inclusion, and the formal complaint filed by Anthony
Hayes with the Office in September 2013, with respect to
those workplace matters, specifically to determine if there
is a basis in fact for such complaint. I have asked Dan to
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contact you as part of that in'v€stigation and would
appreciate your full cooperation to permit him to review
and report on these matters in a short time-frame. Dan's
contact information is attached for your reference.

<Daniel Gitner.'vd>
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Fwd:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov 6, 2013 at 12:11 PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: November 6, 2013 12:08:36 PM EST
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd:

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: November 6, 2013, 12:06:45 PM EST
To: <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

For goodness sake, the Governor of the state of New Jersey does not in\Oive himself
in traffic surveys.
'Culture of fear,' that's just silly. This is a bistate agency, and we expect New Jersey's
interests to be represented fully That's what we ad\Ocate for by definition
appropriately but aggressively as needed. Maybe your "fearful" sources are confused
or disoriented by that. As a final thought, Governor Christie and Governor Cuomo
themselves have always worked very cooperatively in the fair interests of both states.
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I
Re: George Washington Bridge
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Nov6, 2013 at 11:40 AM

Ok
On Nov 6, 2013, at 11:36 AM, Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com> wrote:

Will talk to you within the next hour.
Sentrrom myiPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Michael Drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj .us>
Date: November6, 2013, 11:15:26AM EST
To: "Colin Reed" <colin.reed@gov.state. nj .us>, "Maria Comella"
<Maria.Comella@gov.state. nj. us>
Subject: Fw: George Washington Bridge

It's back ...

From: Mann, Ted [mailto:Ted.Mann@wsj.com]
Sent: Wednesday, November 06, 2013 10:49 AM
To: Michael Drewniak
Subject: George Washington Bridge

Mike,

I'm writing about the George Washington Bridge and the closure of local access
lanes rrom Fort Lee in early September. Our story will note that the closures were
done on the orders of David Wildstein, and will reiterate what we've already reported
about their purpose: that the official explanation of a traffic study appears to be
contradicted by the Port Authority 's own internal communications, and that the
mayor of Fort Lee told Bill Baroni that he concluded the real purpose was "punitive."

Some questions for the governor:

When did the governor learn about these lane closures?
Did he direct David Wildstein to order that the lanes be closed?
https://mail.g oog le.com/mai 1/u/0/?ui=2&i k=505bd3dfe2&view= pt&q =mpdrew42%40g mai l.com&q s=true&search= q uery&th= 1422e49847b27695
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Has he spoken to David Wildstein, Bill Baroni, David Samson , or anyone else at the
Port Authority about this matter, and if so, what did he tell them?
Does he support Sen. Weinberg's resolution to empower the State Go\€rnment
committee to subpoena the Port Authority to determine the purpose of the closures ,
and if not, why not?

On a broader issue that will be addressed in the article: people familiar with the
workings of the Port Authority ha\€ told us that Gov. Christie has wielded outsize
influence within the authority in recent years, through his appointees including Baroni
and Wildstein . These people describe the efforts to advance Gov. Christie's agenda
within the authority as creating "a culture of fear" and "wreaking havoc" on the normal
operations of the authority, and they use this incident with the GW Bridge as an
example.

Do you ha\€ any response to that criticism? Has the go\€mor e\€r expressed views
about how his appointees at the PA should (or shouldn't) use their positions to get
New Jersey and/or the administration what it wants?

I'm happy to discuss all this on the phone if you prefer. I'm writing now, and planning
to file this story by 4 p.m. today at the latest. Please let me know if you'll be able to
answer these questions.

Ted

Ted Mann
Reporter
The Wall Street Journal.
1211 Sixth A\€.
New Y ark NY 10036
212-416-2660 (o)
646-535-6072 (c)
ted. mann@wsj .com
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G
Fwd: GWB local closures.
David Wildstein <da\Ad.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Baroni Bill <billbaroni@gmail.com>

Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:18PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>
Date: October 28, 2013 at 3:05:53 PM EDT
To: Da\Ad Wildstein <da\Ad.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fwd: FW: GWB local closures.

Such a fucking mutt. See below ...
- - - Forwarded message - - From: Michael Drewniak <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
Date: Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:05 PM
Subject: FW: GWB local closures.
To: mpdrew42@gmail.com

From: Michael Drewniak

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 2:55PM
To: 'STRUNSKY, STEVE'
Cc: Colin Reed
Subject: RE: GWB local closures.

No, for goodness sake . The Governor of the State of New Jersey does not involve himself in
traffic studies.

From: STRUNSKY, STEVE [mailto:SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM]

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 1:41PM
To: Michael Drewniak
Cc: Colin Reed
Subject: GWB local closures.
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Hey Mike,

A letter written last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to Bill Baroni regarding last month's
local GWB access lane closures begs a response from the governor's office.

The Sept. 12 letter asks that the closures be lifted "quietly, uneventfully and without political
fanfare."
Referring to himself and other Fort Lee officials, Sokolich writes in the Sept. 12 letter: "Having
received absolutely no notice of this decision, not having obtained any response to our multiple
inquiries concerning same, and try as we may to understand its rationale without the benefit of a
response from the Port Authority , we are reaching the conclusion that there are punitive overtones
associated with this initiative."

The letter also states that, "many members of the public have indicated to me that the Port
Authority Police Officers are advising commuters in response to their complaints that this recent
traffic debacle is the result of a decision that I, as Mayor, recently made."
It is plain from other passages in the letter as well as other sources that the "decision"
mentioned in the letter was Sokolich's decision not to endorse Gov. Christie for re-election. As you
know, The Wall Street Journal, The Record and other news organizations have published reports
referring to suspicions that the closures were politically motivated, in retrobution for Sokolich's
failure to endorse the governor.
As you know, the Port Authority's exective director, Pat Faye, has denounced the closures as
having threatened public safety and the reputation of the agency, and stated publicly that a review
was taking place. No doubt you're also aware that some Democrats, including state Sen. Loretta
Weinberg , have expressed frustration at the Port Authority's failure to thoroughly explain the
closures , including why they were conducted without the normal notifications to Fort Lee officials .

So, in light of the letter, I have a few questions for your office. I've tried to make them
specific and sufficiently early:

*Is the govenor aware of any plan last month to close GWB access lanes in retrobution for
Mayor Sokolich's failure to endorse the governor for re-election?
*If they were politically motivated, were the closures made with the governor's consent?
*If the closures were politically motivated, but they were not done with the governor's consent, is
he taking any action in response to them?

Thanks.

-S

Steve Strunsky

I I One

P: 973 -392 -1544

I M:

Star-Le dger Pl a za

973 -986-6848

I Newark,

NJ 07 102-1200

I E: SSTRUNSKY@STARLEDGER.COM
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail may contain information that is privileged, confidential or
otherwise protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please
notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, purge it and do not disseminate or copy it.

https://mail .g oog le.cornlmai 1/u/0/?ui= 2&i k=505bd3dfe2&>iew= pt&q = mpdrew42%40g mail.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 1420080ee7455858

313

12/15/13

Gmail- Fv.d: FW: Star Ledger inquiry

Fwd: FW: Star Ledger inquiry
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 3:00 PM

Strunsky working today on a story Ted Mann ran on 10/17
- - - Forwarded message - - From : Wildstein, David <dwil dstei n@panynj.gaV>
Date: Man, Oct 28, 2013 at 2:59 PM
Subject: FW: Star Ledger inquiry
To: "david. wi ldstein@gmail. com" <davi d. wil dstei n@gmail. com>

From: Coleman, Steve

Sent: Monday, October 28, 2013 2:49PM
To: Faye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Wildstein, David; Ma, John; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Star Ledger inquiry

Steve Strunsky is working on a story based on a letter sent last month by Fort Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich to
Bill regarding the closing of the GWB local access lanes in early September. Steve is asking if we
responded to the letter, and if we have included our investigation into this matter. I w i ll not respond
unless directed otherwise to do so.
NOTICE: THIS E-MAI L AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN I NFORMAT I ON FROM THE PORT
AUTHOR ITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW J ERS EY AN D AFFILIATE S. I F YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECE I VED THIS E-MAIL I N ERROR , PLEASE NOTI FY THE SENDER I MME DIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE TH I S E- MAI L (ALONG WI TH ANY ATTACHMENTS ), AND DES TROY ANY
PRINTOUTS .
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Fwd: Wall Street Journal
---··--------···-·-·-·---···----·-·-------···-·------·--·····--·-··-

David Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Thu, Oct 17, 2013 at 7:53PM

DIRECTING lane closures would be grossly inaccurate. Foye is a piece of crap.
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Foye, Patrick" <pfoye@panynj .gm/>
Date: October 17, 2013 7:45:56 PM EDT
To: "Coleman, Ste~" <scoleman@panynj.gov>, "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.gov>, "Ma, John"
<jhma@panynj .gov>, "Wildstein, Dav;d" <dwildstein@panynj.gov> , "MacSpadden, Lisa"
<I m acs padden@panynj. gov>
Subject: Re: Wall Street Journal

Defer to Bill.

- - Original Message --From: Coleman, Ste~
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 07:37PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill; Ma, John; Wildstein, Dav;d; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal
Ted Mann just e-mailed an additional query on the GWB toll lane issue. Ted said he was told by
sources that Dav;d was in Fort Lee directing the lane closure operation on Sept 9 and Ted is asking
why he was there. He plans to include this information in his story tomorrow. I will not respond
unless directed otherwise.

Sent from my BlackBerry Wireless Handheld

https:l/mail .google.comlmaillu/OI?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&1.iew=pt&q=mpdrew42%40gmail .com&qs=true&search=query&th=141c8d642f1aef27
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024-4799

Mark J. Sokolich
Mayor

Telephone (201) 592-3500 -Ext. 1003
Facsimile (201) 592-1657
E-mail : mayor@fortleenj.org

PERSONAL
Via Email:
September 12, 2013

The Honorable Bill Baroni
Deputy Executive Director
The Port Authority of New York & New Jersey
225 Park A venue, 151h Floor
New York, New York 10003
Dear Bill:
I am writing this correspondence to you and am refraining fi·om copying any other
party in the hopes that a recent decent decision by the Port Authority will be reversed
quietly, uneventfully and without political fanfare.
Permit me to elaborate. Without any notice whatsoever to Fort Lee (or any of its
agencies, including our Police Department), the Port Authority reduced the available toll
booths for traffic flowing through Fort Lee from three to one. Suffice it to say, this
decision has wreaked havoc upon our community during the morning rush hour, visiting
upon us complete gridlock. Having received absolutely no notice of this decision, not
having obtained any response to our multiple inquiries concerning same, and try as we
may to understand its rationale without the benefit of a response from the Pmt Authority,
we are reaching the conclusion that there are punitive overtones associated with this
initiative. What other conclusion could we possibly reach?
Our emergency service vehicles are experiencing tremendous response time
delays and my office is overwhelmed with complaints. Unquestionably, this decision has
negatively impacted public safety here in Fort Lee. Adding insult to injury, many
members of the public have indicated to me that the Port Authority Police Officers are
advising commuters in response to their complaints that this recent traffic debacle is the
result of a decision that I, as the Mayor, recently made. The basis, reason, or genesis of
the decision is of no consequence to me; however, its profound and adverse impact on
our community is of paramount importance to me.

The Honorable Bill Baroni

September 12, 2013
Page2

I have incessantly attempted to contact Port Authority representatives to no avail.
Would you please be good enough to please have someone contact me or Police Chief
Bendul to discuss the basis of this recent policy change and what we must do to reverse
it. .. plain and simple. Query: What do I do when our billion dollar redevelopment is put
on line at the end of the next year?
Please call me as soon as possible in the hopes that we can resolve this issue and
reverse a policy change that is wreaking havoc on Fort Lee .. .. the otherwise cooperative
and supportive host community to the busiest bridge in the world.

May01·'s Oftice
Law Office
Home. #
Cell#

M.JS:ml

201-592-3500 X 1003
201-224-4000
201-224-7755
201-424-5014

12/15/13

Grnail- F\MJ: Wall Street Journal inquiry-- GWB toll lane issue

Fwd: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- GWB toll lane issue
~------·-----

David Wildstein <da~d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Drewniak Michael <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

---------·--··---·-·--

Thu, Oct 17, 2013 at 5:13PM

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Wildstein, Da~d" <dwildstein@panynj.gov>
Date: October 17, 2013 at 5:09:39 PM EDT
To: "'david.wildstein@gmail.com"' <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Wall Street Journal inquiry- GWB toll lane issue

From: Coleman, Steve
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 05:06PM
To: Foye, Patrick; Baroni, Bill
Cc: Ma, John; Wildstein, David; MacSpadden, Lisa
Subject: Wall Street Journal inquiry -- GWB toll lane issue

Ted Mann is working on a story for tomorrow's paper based on a letter that Mayor Sokolich
allegedly sent to Bill, saying that he has concluded that the GWB toll lane closings were punitive.
The letter also reportedly said that PAPD told commuters that the closures and traffic were the
result of a decision that Mayor Sokolich made. Ted is seeking PA comment. I will not respond
unless instructed otherwise.
NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE PORT
AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY AND AFFILIATES. IF YOU BELIEVE YOU HAVE
RECEIVED THIS E-MAIL IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY THE SENDER IMMEDIATELY,
PERMANENTLY DELETE THIS E-MAIL (ALONG WITH ANY ATTACHMENTS), AND DESTROY ANY
PRINTOUTS.
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(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Wed, Oct 16,2013 at 3:48PM

Appears Loretta said she would introduce a Senate resolution tomorrow for subpoena power. She told Strunsky
and Mann. Let me know if you get asked about it.
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Exactly!
Yes. We may cancel
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That is good, no?

Small favors

https://mail.g oog le.comlmail/u/0/?shva= 1#senV142fb627e98f1 f67?projector= 1

1/1

At post office
Sent 7/6/13 11 :48 AM
Look up, follow really talk building
Sent 7/6/13 11 :48 AM
Tall
Received 7/18/13 4:46PM
Nancy.2015474885
Received 7/18/13 10:18 PM
Did you speak to her?
Sent 7/18/13 10:27 PM
Too late to call?
Sent 8/5/13 10:52 AM
Samson' can not do Friday 8/16
Received 8/5/13 10:53 AM
Why?
Sent 8/5/13 10:53 AM
He is away
Received 8/5/13 10:53 AM
The whole week?
Sent 8/5/13 10:53 AM

On Friday
Received 8/5/13 10:54 AM
I will see what can be done
Sent 8/5/13 10:54 AM
Thanks
Received 8/5/13 10:56 AM
Likely nothing.
Received 8/5/13 11 :23 AM
It's the only day that works for the Gov.
Sent 8/5/13 11 :24 AM
We will tell Samsom
Received 8/6/13 10:03 AM
Nobody here is concerned about him not being available
Received 8/6/13 10:03 AM
So ... ..
Received 8/6/13 10:04 AM
In a staff meeting
Sent 8/6/13 10:04 AM
Ok call when you are done
Received 8/6/13 1:52 PM
Left you a message. On a conference call now
Sent 8/9/13 5:16PM

Sent 9/10/13 8:04 AM
Sokolich text to Baroni: Presently we have four very busy traffic lanes merging into only one toll booth .....
The bigger problem is getting kids to school. Help please. It's maddening
Received 9/10/13 8:05 AM
Is it wrong that I am smiling?
Sent 9/1 0/13 8:05 AM

No

Received 9/10/13 8:05 AM
I feel badly about the kids
Received 9/10/13 8:06 AM
I guess
Sent 9/1 0/13 8:11 AM
They are the children of Buono voters
Sent 9/1 0/13 8: 13 AM
Bottom line is he didn't say safety

Sent 9/1 0/13 8:45 AM
So 1-95 traffic broke about 5 minutes ago, about 45 minutes earlier than usual, because there are 2
additional lanes to handle morning rush.
Received 9/10/13 8:51AM
That is good, no?
Sent 9/10/13 8:51 AM
Very good
Received 9/10/13 9:01 AM
Small favors

.,
Sent 9/17/13 1:34 PM
From sokolich to Baroni: We should talk. Someone needs to tell me that the recent traffic debacle was not
punitive in nature. The last four reporters that contacted me suggest that the people they are speaking
with absolutely believe it to be punishment. Try as I may to dispel these rumors I am having a tough time.
Sent 9/17/13 1:34PM
A private face-to-face would be important to me. Perhaps someone can enlighten me as to the errors of
my ways. Let me know if you'll give me 10 minutes. Regards Mark
Sent 9/17/13 1:57 PM
Please let me know instructions
Received 9/17/13 1:58PM

Just finishing a meeting
Sent 9/17/13 1:58PM
Ok. I'm in board meeting but can step out to call when you're ready
Sent 9/17/13 2:28 PM
Baroni crazed so let me know when to call, I have something at 3 I can't walk out of
Sent 9/17/13 2:36 PM
WSJ just called my cell so I need to speak with you
Received 9/17/13 2:42 PM
I am calling your office. No answer
Received 9/17/13 5:13PM
I spoke to Mike.
·

Sent 10/2/13 2:14PM
You around now or still wait until 4?
Received 10/2/13 2:14 PM

In a meeting until 3
Sent 10/2/13 2:15PM
Ok will see you at 4
Received 10/2/13 2:16 PM
3 works
Sent 10/2/13 2:18PM
I have Regina at 3
Received 10/2/13 2:20 PM
That's awful
Received 10/2/13 2:20 PM
Ok
Sent 10/2/13 2:55PM
Is 3 still good?
Received 10/2/13 2:58PM
Just finished. Come by after Regina
Sent 10/2/13 2:59 PM
Regina cancelled on us so I'll blow this off, will be down in 10 minutes
Received 10/2/13 3:03PM
Ok
Received 10/2/13 3:14 PM
I'm here
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Received 10/3/13 10:23 AM
Sent 10/3/13 10:23 AM

????
Received 10/3/13 10:24 AM
Today's article
Sent 10/3/13 10:24 AM
Yeah
Sent 10/3/13 1 0:32 AM
Just noticed the quote marks, did someone say that or are you quoting yourself?
Received 10/3/13 10:33 AM
Just sent you the article
Received 10/3/13 10:33 AM
Sokolich said it

---

-

Holy shit, who does he think he is, Capt. America?
Sent 10/1/13 5:48 PM
Bad guy. Welcome to our world

..

Received 9/9/13 6:52 AM
Want to meet in parking lot?
Sent 9/9/13 6:52 AM
Come in lobby I'm with bob
Received 9/9/13 7:09 AM
Want me to pik u up? Its fkd up here.
Sent 9/9/13 7:09AM

Around 7:30
Received 9/9/13 7:10 AM
K. Call me
Received 9/9/13 8:46 AM
I may hav idea to mak ths beter.
Received 9/9/13 10:50 AM
Hudson terr south traffic has broke. Ft lee from martha wash still heavy.

Sent 9/9/13 10:50 AM
Thanks
Sent 9/9/13 10:51 AM
Hudson terr south traffic has broke. Ft lee from martha wash still heavy.
Received 9/9/13 10:52 AM
I know
Received 9/9/13 10:54 AM
Rt 95 approach traffic has broke. It is moderate at this time.
Sent 9/9/13 10:55 AM
Thx
Received 9/9/13 1:56 PM
All traffic ended at 1145am
Sent 9/9/13 1 :56 PM
Thanks
Received 9/10/13 8:33 AM
Rt 95 trafic broke
Sent 9/10/13 8:33AM
At 8:30?
Received 9/10/13 8:39 AM
Yup
Received 9/10/13 8:39AM
Local ft lee trafic disaster.
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In August 2013, following multiple conversations \vith members oft e-Port Authority
Police Department, Port Authority Director of I n t / ·
·with Port Authority officials in Enginee~0..:rclific Engineering, and Tunnels Bridges and
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On August 28, 2013, the Port Autl;{ority's ChiefTrhlnc Engine~r created se,leral
scenarios ~-~~~_(e

. l:..!l\>-

f

'

___ -:---

-~

L

..

.

Spec~jl Lanes,' 'IJ.:l.i.£~l,ded the op-tion G:f-set.1llig aside a:li rraffic cones

~

~i~that traffic is allowed to EE.e:ve-freelynom:·vari·ous ·appwad!:ms:....Lt.::x.~-tb:e ~e~..oolllitieri'cl:a~

~Jr.
c ~{

·flff}),

\~/

~o; ru~' •:¥~ _the Cbi ef Traffic Engineer th.~Gft-t.gg-.t:J::a::ffi€..-sh-el:lJ.d-b€-Segreg.ateGl-fr-Grn.-th~tB.m:-ap-:;;l.r.O.a.ch.es
v \ •1:-J~ \\')
.
.
""----\~·((\'

.

):,\:5'1\\~·\

c-

t\.::

ns.e._o.£..tl::affi..c-GB~Fegar~-e1 of toll lanes it is .Leecling.
0

by. the

\.

•

This was aima:hlt.-o

~~j: sl. o:f ii:id::S¥iiJ3e crashes. These scenarios included reducing the toti:tl number of
,.~,

I

'\\

_,...-

~

( Specicil Lanes from three to either two or one. t.?J c/ C.-r::!·t.lw~·?7..A:..
\,_ _.//
:
7 ' ;..'
' \ ..)

jz.; .A...IZ.--?-cv---z_

4

-;Give

/---~

;j ~?-.,:L-{/C/~.

Chart I: Shows cw-rent composition of three segregated lanes from Fort Lee onto the Upper Level Toll
Plaza. (Office of the Chief Engineer, August 28, 2013)
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Modified AM Peak Period

Chart 2: Shows possible scenario
Plaza. . (Office oJti1e Chief
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two segregated lanes from Fort Lee onto the Upper Level Toll
, August 28, 2013)

Chart 3: Shows possible.scenario
. (Office ojthe ChiejEngineer,
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Chart 4: Shows zero segregated lanes from Fort

onto the Upper Level Toll Plaza. . (Office of the

Chief Engineer, August 28, 2013)
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On the morning of September 6, the c;:hief Engine~~ not.ifled.fue Director of Tunnels,
~

'-....___

/
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Bridges and Terminals (TBT) that the study ·would ~ain··;n the morning of September 9.
~··· . ,.··

Shortly afterwards, TBT Director notified ill,~·staff, including the General Manager of the George

___.... ~----~

\Vashington Bridge.

.,..,.··"'"

The·~ ·ChlefE~~asked
the TBT Director to have their respective traffic.
./
"'"
/"

staff work together to asse;Sa:nya;d all impacts. This also happened on the morning of
September 6. It was determined that three signs would need to be changed for the duration of the
one week test: one at the comer of Bruce Reynolds Boulevard (BRB) and Hoyt A venue,. one on
the Hudson Street median just north ofBRB, and one of the Martha Washington Boulevard
median just south ofBRB. These signs, which depict ·lanes usage approaching the Upper Level
Toll Plaza, were to be covered by facility maintenance prior to Monday morning. These signs
would remain covered for the duration of the test. Bridge staff also notified the Port Authority
Police Departrri.ent, who handled the reduction in lanes on the morning of September 9.

At all times during the week of the review, the Port Authority police monitored traffic.
They were alert for any emergency vehicles in the area of the bridge and prepared to further alter
traffic patterns in the event of an emergency. l\k

;\ril;ist~vas

at the bridge early on

-8-eptemb~eo-m-o'b-serve·the-e-ffeet-e.f-tr-affi-e,-Beth-lBGa!J:y-ia-Fert-L-ee ·and-Gn-Gther-v.ehicles_ .
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Grreil- (no subject)

(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 3:11 PM
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>, "michael.drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>
From: Cichowski, John [mailto:Cichowski@northjersey.com]

Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 01:17PM
To: Valens, Chris
Subject: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd

Hi, Chris: l'\13 been getting se\13ral calls and emails like the one below about fewer toll booths beind open to the
GWB from Bruce Reynolds Blvd. Can you respond to these complaints, especially the 5 questions posed by the
reader below? I'm at 973-586-8153. My cell is: 973-476-6333. Much appreciated.
-john

John Cichowski
The Road Warrior
The Record, Herald News & northjersey.com
100 Commons Way
Rockaway, NJ 07866

On Monday Sept 9, the local Ft Lee approach to the GWB via Bruce Reynolds Blvd and Martha Washington Way
changed dramatically. What used to be 3 toll booths from the local approach has turned into one toll booth,
creating a large traffic backup that stretches back onto Hudson Terrace all the way to Englewood Cliffs. Our
commute to midtown Manhattan from Tenafly used to take 30- 35 minutes. On Monday, it took 2 hours and 15
minutes and on Tuesday it took 90 minutes. At the advice of the Ft Lee Police Dept, we got onto Rt 4 in
Englewood and merged onto 95 and the last two mornings the commute took o\13r an hour.
The Fort Lee Police do not ha\13 any answers, they claim it's the Port Authority's decision to close the local toll
booths and that I should complain to them. I tried to call the PA but I can't get a liw person on the phone. My
questions to you are why didn't the Port Authority warn commuters about this change? Why did they do this?
How long will it last? What is the goal of these local tollbooth closures?

https://mail.g oog Ie.cornlmail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&\1 ew= ot&a = brida P.lrmnP.i<AIIV'In401&lhnn r.nmR.n .<:=In rPR.c:P,.rrh=n rrPn!!!.th= 1411 ~oRd.llo,.n~?o"
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12/13/13

Grnail- (no suqect)

(no subject)
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
Thu, Sep 12, 2013 at 3:18PM
To: Bridget Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>, "michael.drewniak" <Michaei.Drewniak@gov.state.nj.us>

The Port Authority is reviewing traffic safety patterns at the George Washington Bridge to
ensure proper placement of toll lanes. The PAPD has been in contact with Fort Lee police
throughout this transition.

https://mail.g oog le.cornlmail/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&-.iew= pt&q = bridQ etannekelly%40vahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uerv&th= 141139c1431 b8e68
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Gmail- Re: Phone call: Ma}ur Sol<olich 201-224-4000 re: urgent matter of public scf&:Y ln Fcrt L5e

~

...

..

Re: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re: urgent matter of public
safety in Fort Lee
Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Man, Sep 9, 2013 at 10:14 AM

Ty
On Sep 9, 2013, at 10:13 AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

Radio silence
His name comes right after mayor Fulop
On Sep 9, 2013, at 10:06 AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Did he call him back?
On Sep 9, 2013, at 9:48AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

- - - Forwarded message - - From: Baroni, Bill <bbaroni@panynj.gov>
Date: Man, Sep 9, 2013 at 9:41 AM
Subject: Fwd: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re: urgent
matter of public safety in Fort Lee
To: David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bell, Matthew" <mbell@panynj.gov>·
Date: September 9, 2013, 9:29:02 AM EDT
To: "Baroni, Bill" <bbaroni@panynj.gov>
Cc: "DiMarco, Gretchen" <gdimarco@panynj.gov>
Subject: Phone call: Mayor Sokolich 201-224-4000 re:
urgent matter of public safety in Fort Lee

NOTICE: THIS E-MAIL AND ANY ATTACHMENTS CONTAIN INFORMATION
FROM THE PORT
https://mail .g oog Ie.com/mai l/u/O/?ui=2&ik=505bd3dfe2&1.ie'IF pt&q =bridg etannekellv"/o4Qyahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 141 031344139c50b

1/2

Gl'l"Eii-Re:

12/13/13

Re:
David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com>

Sat, Sep 7, 2013 at 10:09 AM

Will call you in 5 minutes
. On Sep 7, 2013, at 10:00 AM, Bridget Anne Kelly <bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:

Great. I called you yesterday to talk PATH
On Sep 7, 2013, at 9:43AM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

I will call you Monday AM to let you know how Fort Lee goes.

On Sat, Sep 7, 2013 at 9:30AM, Bridget Anne Kelly
<bridgetannekelly@yahoo.com> wrote:
Yes. I will let you know.
On Sep 6, 2013, at 2:50PM, David Wildstein <david.wildstein@gmail.com> wrote:

We are ready to do this, can you have someone call the Mayor of
Springfield and tell him that Gov has approved $60k for their traffic
study.

The Township of Springfield has requested LAP funding for a
Master Plan Re-examination Report. The Township requested
that the Re-examination include a critical Traffic Study for Morris
Avenue to assist in the redevelopment of the downtown and a
Sustainability Elementto assist the Township in getting certified
by Sustainable New Jersey. $60,000.

https:/!mail.g oog le.com'mail/u/O/?ui=2&i k=505bd3dfe2&\1ew= pt&q =bridg etannekeiiY'/o40yahoo.com&q s=true&search=q uery&th= 140f8c157ddbe894
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12/15/13

Gmail - (no subject)

(no subject)
David Wildstein <dav;d.wildstein@gmail.com>
To: Michael Drewniak <mpdrew42@gmail.com>

Thu, Dec 5, 2013 at 12:43 PM

This is the letter I referred to- note paragraph 2, page 3- " ... we find ourselves with no other alternative other
than to direct the Chief of Police to completely close off our local roads over which we maintain exclusive ·
jurisdiction to a'AJid Fort Lee becoming a parking lot in the future and thereby require all vehicles to remain on the
major approach thoroughfares (i.e. Route 46, Route 4, Route 80, 1-95, etc.) and not otherwise meander through
our local thoroughfares which cause safety concerns (especially for children) and complete traffic shut-down for
all our residents."

tj

Sokolich Letter 11_9_10.PDF
722K
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BOROUGH OF FORT LEE
Office of the Mayor
309 Main Street
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024-4799

Mark J. Sokolich

Telephone (20 I) 592-3500 -Ext. I 003
Facsimile (20 I) 592-1657
E-mail : mayor@fortleenj.org

Ma)'Or

Via Facsimile 212-435-6489 & Regular Mail:
November 9, 2010

lvfr. William Baroni
Deputy Director
Port Autltori(l' of New York & New Jersey ·
225 Park A veuue Soutlz, 15111 Floor
New York, New York 10003
Re: PROPOSED SHUT-DOWN OF FORT LEE ROADWAYS
Dear Director Baroni:
I preface the following correspondence to you by conceding we are all very frustrated
here in Fott Lee and we are hopeful that the Port Authority will intervene and assist our
community with our day-to-day battle wi th crippling traffic gridlock that we experience. Fort
Lee has always had to deal with the extraordinary traffic burdens ~aused by the George
Washington Bridge ("GWB"); however, lately the traffic has reached unbearable status and
without some assistance fi:om the Port Authority, Fort Lee will be in a perpetual state of
emergency.
As you may recall, we mei on September 16,2010 to discuss various issues regarding
the Port Authority, the Borough of Fort Lee and the promotion of an open-line
communication. \Vhile we here in Fort Lee undertake to handle as many problems internally
as possible utilizing all resources available to us, we have unfortunately reached a point \Vhere
we are considering taking extraordinary measures to address the regular traffic shut-down and
gridlock occurring in our Borough. Please permit me to elaborate.
On approximately 20 occasions over the last fmiy days, our Borough has been
completely gridlocked. Traveling from the south to the north end of our Borough takes
upwards of one hour. Our safety vehicles are unable to traverse our own thoroughfares to
attend to emergencies which place our residents in harms way . Most recently, on
October 30 through October 31, scheduled construction occurred on the lower level of the
GWB which caused complete traffic gridlock in our Borough. Other causes of traffic
shut-down include unscheduled and unanticipated events such as vehicular accidents, holiday
and event traftic and even modest vehicle break-downs on the Cross Bronx Expressway.

[10/25/13
[10/25/13
violation
[10/25/13
[10/25/13

David_Wildstein and Bill_Baroni 6094687069
11:25 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Ok
11:35 AM] David Wildstein: Threat of loss of life And quite possibly a
of state and federal laws
12 : 07 PM] David Wildstein: Page 9
12:10 PM] David Wildstein: Page 10 LGA

5935 total messages.
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·,

Depu(v Director William Baroui

November 9, 2010
Pagel

The traffic caused by these events, and others too numerous to mention, cripples our entire
community holding our residents h()stage until the traffic subsides. I continue to meet with
our Chief of Police, our Traffic Department and our engaged Traffic Consultants to determine
how and if these ongoing gridlocks can be avoided or at least somewhat abated. There is one
conclusion that we have all reached which is that this regular traffic shut-d.own in our
Borough must somehow be alleviated.
We concede that there are many circumstances which contribute to the traffic
problems that we face in Fort Lee. There is, however, a contributing factor which is easily
addressed. On each and every occasion when complete and crippling traffic gridlock occurs,
we contact the Port Authority Police Department and request the ranking officer to dispatch
officers to the intersections committed to be manned by the Port Authority and othenvise
facilitate the t1ow of traffic and to prohibit vehicles from "blocking the box". Vehicles which
"block" the box ru·e a direct and proximate cause of the complete traffic shut-down in our
Borough. Prohibiting vehicles from blocking the intersections will certainly not cure or
completely abate the traffic; however, it will at the very least allow our residents to drive
through their own community to get to work, school, doctor's appointments so forth and so
on. On limited occasion, the Port Authority Police Department will comply with our requests
to assist our local. department due to what we are told is a severe shortage of manpower. With
no other alternative, \'Ve in Fort Lee dispatch our own officers to man the posts that the Port
Authority is . required to man, thereby depleting our resources to attend to other
responsibilities required by our officers during these regular gridlock events. Consequently,
\VC recall officers who are off-duty to assist at exorbitant expense to the Borough. Essentially,
rarely is our Borough provided with assistance from the Port Authority during periods when
we are most in need of assistance.

Tn order to personally understand and appreciate the hundreds of complaints that I
have received, I have taken my children to Fort Lee High School in the morning as opposed to
utilizing the public school bus
service. Essentially, each and every moming I ultimately
.I
ani ve at the intersection of Lemoine Avenue and Bridge Plaza South and remain at a
complete standstill for apprcxh-!1ately 30 m.inutes solely as a result of four or five vehicles
which sit in the intersection and "block the box". Accordingly, I along with a line of
hundreds of other vehicles extending back to the southernmost end of Fort Lee remain at a
complete standstill. By merely preventing vehicles from blocking the intersection, hundreds
of vehicles would be free to travel through the intersection to their ultimate destination and
help relieve our community. This circumstance occurs at several other critical intersections in
Fort Lee and are a direct cause of the regular traffic gridlock that we experience. The mere
dispatching ofPmt Authority Police Officers to these critical intersections would substantially
alleviate the problen1s that we face on virtually a daily basis.
Another circumstance that is readily rectifiable and the cause of regular and avoidable
traffic gridlock is the Port Authority's election to substantially reduce the number of toll
booth workers and resultant reduction in toll lanes on Saturday and Sunday of each week.
Consequently, many vehicles exit the major approach roads and utilize our local
thoroughfares as a "shozt-cut" in search of available toll booths. Accordingly, even weekends
no longer provide a respite from traffic and gridlock on our roadways.

[9/9/13 10:51 AM] David Wildstein: Hudson terr south traffic has broke. Ft lee from
wash still he

[9/9/13 8:47 PM] David Wildstein: Call me
[9/10/13 7:53AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Presently we have four very busy traffic
lanes merging into only one toll booth ..... The bigger problem is getting kids to
school. Help please. It's maddening
[9/10/13 8:43 AM] David Wildstein: So I-95 traffic broke about 5 minutes ago, about
45 minutes earlier than usual, because there are 2 additional lanes to handle

Page 154

My frustration is now trying to figure out who is mad at me.
[9/12/13 6:03PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): From Serbia:

David Wildstein and Bill Baroni - 6094687069 -

ace. Right now you are taking punc
[9/17/13 9:45AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): That's not
Wil

We should talk. Someone needs to tell me that the recent traffic debacle was not
punitive in nature. The last four reporters that contacted me suggest that the
people they are speaking with absolutely believe it to be punishment. Try as I may
to dispel these rumors I am having a tough time.
[9/17/13 1:33PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): A private face-to-face would be
important to me. Perhaps someone can enlighten me as to the errors of my ways. Let
me know if
u'll
Baroni (6094687069): Serbia???
[9/17/13
PM] David Wildstein: Have not heard back fr Bridget
[9/17/13 1:57PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Fck
[9/17/13 1:58 PM] David Wildstein: Bridget; Just finishing a meeting
[9/17/13 1:58 PM] David Wildstein: So we will speak soon
[9/17/13 1:59PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): We could sched a meeting to stave off
reporters then pull a faps
[9/17/13 1:59 PM] David Wildstein: Like for Monday?
[9/17/13 2:00PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Too cute. Tuesday or later next week.
Wildstein: Ok
13
stein: Ted Mann
PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069):
6094687069 :
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cell

[18/2/13 3:45 PM] Bill Baroni
Said nobody paying attention
[18/2/13 3:45PM] Bill Baroni (6894687869): Oh lol
d Wildstein: Br
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[11/13/13 12:03 PM] David Wildstein: Instructions for gaggle ... Do we let Weinberg and wiz attend? Can
we stop them?
[11/13/13 12:04 PM] Bill Baroni {6094687069): How do we stop them?
[11/13/13 12:04 PM] Bill Baroni {6094687069): It just creates an issue
[11/13/13 12:04 PM] David Wildstein: I don't see how but need to ask you
[11/13/13 12:05 PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Yeah they will beat us up either way
.•

[11/21/13 8:14 PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Need exact upper level number of lanes from tomorrw
[11/21/13 8:14 PM] David Wildstein: Will take gw bridge to work
[11/24/13 10:18 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Toll chart
[11/25/13 9:02AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): <Attachment>?
[11/25/13 9:05AM] David Wildstein: $1
[11/25/13 11:58 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): ???
[11/25/13 11:58 AM] David Wildstein: PAPD said all was fine
[11/25/13 11:58 AM] David Wildstein: You did great
[11/25/13 11:59 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Trenton feedback
[11/25/13 11:59 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): ?
[11/25/13 11:59 AM] David Wildstein: Good

[11/25/13 11:59 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Just good? Shit
[11/25/13 12:00 PM] David Wildstein: No I have only texted brudget and Nicole they were VERY happy
[11/25/13 12:00 PM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Ok
[11/25/13 12:00 PM] David Wildstein: Both said you are doing great
[11/25/13 12:06 PM] David Wildstein: Charlie said you did GREAT

[11/30/13 10:21 AM] Bill Baroni (6094687069): Can u check your gmail and make sure Nicole has all that
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Faye, Patrick
Friday, September 13, 2013 8:29AM
Durando, Robert; Fulton, Cedrick
Baroni, Bill; Dunne, joseph P.; Koumoutsos, Louis; Zipf, Peter; Samson, David;
'srechler@rxrrealty.com'; Buchbinder, Darrell; MacSpadden, Lis.a
Re: Fort Lee eastbound access to GWB

Thanks, Bob. i'H set up meeting to discuss t his issue.
Looping Lisa-how do we get word out?

From: Durando, Robert

Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 08:04AM
To: Foye, Patrick; Fulton, Cedrick
Cc: Baroni, Bill; Dunne, Joseph P.; Koumoutsos, Louis; Zipf, Peter; Samson, David; 'SRechler@RXRRealty.com'
<SRechler@RXRRealty.com>; Buchbinder, Darrell
Subject: Re: Fort Lee eastbound access to GWB
We have restored the 3 toll lanes to Ft Lee.
From: Foye, Patrick

Sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 07:44AM
To: Fulton, Cedrick; Durando, Robert
Cc: Baroni, Bill; Dunne, Joseph P.; Koumoutsos, Louis; Zipf, Peter; Samson, David; 'Rechler, Scott'
<SRechler@RXRRealty.com>; Buchbinder, Darrell
Subject: Fort Lee eastbound access to GWB
After reading last night's media pendings, I made inquiries and received calls on this matter which is very
troubling. Here is what I learned: reversing over 25 years of PA GWB operations, the three lanes in Fort Lee
eastbound to the GWB were reduced to one lane on Monday of this week without notifying Fort Lee, the
commuting public we serve, the ED or Media. A decision of this magnitude should be made only after careful
deliberation and upon sign off by the ED. Reports are that Fort Lee has experienced severe traffic delays
engulfing the entire Fort Lee area since Monday. I am appalled by the lack of process, failure to inform our
customers and Fort Lee and most of all by the dangers created to the public interest, so I am reversing this
decision now effective as soon as TBT and PAPD tell me it is safe to do so today.
I am making this decision for the following reasons:

1.
2.

3.
4.

This hasty and ill-advised decision has resulted in delays to emergency vehicles. I pray that no life has
been lost or trip of a hospital- or hospice-bound patient delayed.
This hasty and ill-advised decision has undoubtedly had an adverse effect on economic activity in both
states. That is contrary to the directive we have from our Governors to do everything possible to create
jobs in both States.
I will not allow this hasty and ill-advised decision to delay the travels of those observing Yom Kippur
tonight or the holidays to follow.
I believe this hasty and ill-advised decision violates Federal Law and the laws of both States.

To be clear, I will get to the bottom of this abusive decision which violates everything this agency stands for;
intend to learn how PA process was wrongfully subverted and the public interest damaged to say nothing of the
credibility of this agency.
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Finally, I am open to considering changes to each of our facilities if there is a case to be made that change will
benefit the public interest. In the case of the Fort Lee eastbound access lanes, approval of this action will
require:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Written sign off by TBT, Traffic Engineering and PAPD. That sign off was not sought or obtained here.
Prior discussion with the local government and a communication plan and plenty of advance notice to
the commuting public. That did not occur here.
Consideration of the effects on emergency vehicles and sign off by PAPD. That did not occur here.
Consideration of the financial impact on the PAin terms of 0/T. That too did not occur here.

Cedric and Bob-please let this group know when access to three lanes in Fort Lee can be restored as soon as
possible today. This is a matter of public safety and time is of the essence.
Pat

0/'111/'1()1 ']

Page 1 of 1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trzaska, Rosa
Thursday, September 12, 2013 11:45 AM
Durando, Robert; Ramirez, Enrique
Compiaints on Ft. Lee Traffic

Hi Bob/Ricky,
There have been several complaint calls coming to Bob's line. They were told from 212.435.7000 to
call 201.346.4005.
· I personally tried to call 212.435.7000 and everything was automated and didn't get a live person.
Anyway, Hicham Alnach (617.699.2025) called on Bob's #complaining about the traffic change and saying he has
a $1M home in Fort Lee and bought this home to be close to the bridge/work and pays a lot of taxes why this
change?
He mentioned to me that if he doesn't speak to anyone about this, he will go to the White House and Media.
Please let me know if there is anything I can do to help.
Thanks so much!

Roscr Trzaska
The Port Authority ofNY & NJ
George Washington Bridge
220 Bruce Reynolds BivcL
Fort Lee,. NJ 07024
(2:01} 346-40U
~@lfJan.mp_go;v
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From:

Jacobs, Daniel
Thursday, September 12, 2013 12:02 PM
Durando, Robert
i forgot to ask you ...

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Bob:

Victor's estimates indicate that the queues for the local Fort Lee entrance to the UL of the bridge should abate
around noon with the new configuration. Does that match your experience or do they abate earlier/later? I
want to adjust my analysis for Cedrick based on real-life experience.
Thanks.
Daniel
Daniel M. Jacobs, PP
General Manager-- Transportation and Revenue
Port Authority of NY & NJ
Two Montgomery Street, 4th Floor
Jersey City, NJ 07302
Tel#{201}395-3984
D[acobs@panvnt.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Valens, Chris
Thursday, September 12, 2013 1:41 PM
Durando, Robert; Ramirez, Enrique
Fulton, Cedrick; Lado, Tina
Fw: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd

Bob,
Do you have details on the inquiry from our good buddy below?
Chris

From: Cichowski, John [mailto:Cichowski@northjersey.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2013 01:17PM
To: Valens, Chris
Subject: GWB toll booths from Bruce Reynodls Blvd
Hi, Chris: I've been getting several calls and emails like the one below about fewer toll booths beind open to the
GWB from Bruce Reynolds Blvd. Can you respond to these complaints, especially the 5 questions posed by the
reader below? I'm at 973-586-8153. My cell is: 973-476-6333. Much appreciated.
-john
John Cichowski
The Road VVarrior
The Record, Herald News & northjersey.com
100 Commons Way
Rockaway, NJ 07866

On Monday Sept 9, the local Ft Lee approach to the GWB via Bruce Reynolds Blvd and Martha
Washington Way changed dramatically. What used to be 3 toll booths from the local approach has
turned into one toll booth, creating a large traffic backup that stretches back onto Hudson Terrace all the
way to Englewood Cliffs. Our commute to midtown Manhattan from Tenafly used to take 30- 35
minutes. On Monday, it took 2 hours <Llld 15 wJnutes and on Tuesday it took 90 rn.inutes. At the advice
of theFt Lee Police Dept, we got onto Rt 4 in Englewood and merged onto 95 and the rast two mornings
the commute took over an hour.
The Fort Lee Police do not have any answers, they claim it's the Port Authority's decision to close the
local to,U booths and that I should comp]aill to them. I tried to· cal1 the PA but I can't get a: live person orr
the phone. My questionsto you are why didn't the Port Authority warn commuters about this change?
Why did they do this? How long will it last? What is the goal of these local tollbooth closures?

Please call me after 6am txtfoye.txt
Faye, Patrick
Friday, september 13, 2013 6:02AM
Durando, Robert
su~ject:
Pleas~ call me after 6am.

From:
Sent:
To:

917 533 8208
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Re Please call me after 6am.txt
From:
Wildstein, David
sent:
Friday, september 13, 2013 7:01AM
To:
Durando, Robert
subject:
Re: Please call me after 6am
His staff knows, but bb will to him
----- original Message
From: Durando, Robert
sent: Friday, september 13, 2013 06:46 AM
To: wildstein, David
subject: Re: Please call me after 6am
He asked about the test. He asked why he wasn't told.
----- original Message ----From: Wildstein, David
sent: Friday, september 13, 2013 06:13 AM
To: Durando, Robert
subject: Re: Please call me after 6am
Let's me know what he says, thanks
on sep 13, 2013, at 6:04AM , "Durando, Robert" <rdurando@panynj.gov> wrote:
> Fyi
>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Foye, Patrick

> sent: Friday, September 13, 2013 06:01AM
> To: Durando, Rooert
> subject: Please call me after 6am
>
> 917 533 8208
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Rivera, Jose
Wednesday, September 11, 2013 5:21 PM
Zipf, Peter
Starace, Jim; Buchsbaum, Jack; Baig,·Rizwan (Mirza); Diculescu, Michael;
Shabih, Raheel; Durando, Robert
FW: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Please DISREGARD my previous email and use this one instead. We have provided more detail
in the writ~-up below.
Jose
From: Rivera; Jose

Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 5:10 PM
To: Zipf, Peter
Cc: Starace, Jim; Buchsbaum, Jack; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza); Diculescu, Michael; Shabih, Raheel; Durando,
Robert

·

Subject: FW: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Peter,
Traffic Engineering performed the analysis for Tuesday, September 10,2013 and did observe
some improvement tn the overall travel time on the main[ine during the morning peak period
(6:00am to Noon). The attached file graphkaHy represent the ~mpact of nev-1 traffic pattern on
travel times on f-95 ~ocal and express lanes.to the GWB UIL toU plaza {1.4 mHe section}. The
summary of findrngs is as fotfows:
•·

For traffic o;rigjnating on ~-95 Express lLanes, an average reduction of 4.0Ql minutes

a

For traffic migfn;ating mt ~-95 n.ocaV lLanes:.< an average reductkH;t of 2.7'6 munutes (about
40%.}! un tra,veU time was absented.

The rmp:mvement in ilie trave~ time on the nrrarnJrrrre sho1!d'dl he weigEr:edl aga:EiilSt the
rleteliicraltiolill of feveD o:rf service far the bc:a;Utraffic o:lligirrratiing from Fort Lee. The fadVity an:dl
m&T are ass:essrng tfitose Emp:adls. We wUU coo:rrd!L'tmate wiltfui them an:d r~o:rt back o:lill the
mn:d~lillgs.

GWB _UL- Toll

lanes Reconfig ....

-----Original Message----From: Durando, Robert
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2013 11:06 Aivi
Subject: FW: GWB Fort Lee Approach - 9/11/13
Here's what I told GOCOR this morning. This operation has the potential to be very expensive
and labor intensive. Annualized toll collector costs'for the additional coverage this operation
requires is in the $600k range. There are also additional, as yet undetermined police costs, due
to PAPD covering corners through the extended rush. It's my understanding that TED (Traffic
Engineering Division) is pulling together travel time information .... true? (Yes- as per this email.)
Jose

From: Rivera, Jose

Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 12:22 PM
To: Zipf, Peter
Cc: Buchsbaum, Jack; Starace, Jim; Diculescu, Michael; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza); Shabih, Raheel
Subject: FW: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified

Peter,
Traffic Engineering fooked at the macn:fine trave[ time data from yesterdayr but because
of an in:ddent on the CBX that resulted in traffic cfe~ays: across the brrdger the trave~
times recorded are nat suitabfe to a:ssess the impacts. of the ne:w traffic p.attem. Srnce
no inddent occurred dt:.m;ing the morfling peak peria:d today,. the comparison of today!s
trave~ times: with the typicaE traver trme on a Tuesday w~~~ he mare undrcatwe of traffic
imp:acts. We wi[~ perfom11 that ana[ysis an:d share it w·itlhi the gro(Jlp' tomormw mamFng_

From: Durando, Robert

Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2013 11:05 AM
Subject: RE: GWB Fort Lee Approach - 9/10/13
A little better than yesterday but still not good. 1-95 approaches were free and clear by
0830 and the Ft Lee approaches were packed. We addressed that by diverting Martha
and BRB traffic up to Center and directed that traffic into toll lanes 20 and 22, which
they should have access to, had we given them the 3 lanes as per the agreement. This
diversion is very labor intensive.

« File: GWB Fort Lee 09-10-13.pdf »

From: Rivera, Jose

Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 2:37PM
To: Zipf, Peter

Cc: Buchsbaum, Jack; Starace, Jim; Diculescu, Michael; Baig, Rizwan (Mirza)
Subject: RE: GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza Modified
Peter,

My Traffic Operations staff has been in touch with the facility. Below is an email from
Bob Durando on this morning's "test" .
. ----Original Message-.,---From: Durando, Robert
Sent: Monday, September 09, 2013 12:35 PM
Subject: RE: GWB Fort Lee Approach
East bound traffic broke at about 11:30 this morning, however, there was an:
incident on the CBX that contributed. We fielded 10 or so angry customers
regardfngthere being on!y 1 tott lane available for Fort Lee and r had an
unpleasant rnteraction with Fort lee Police Chief and Asst Chre:f about congesting
the Borough, and preventing the smooth flow of emergency response vehides
throughout the Borough. Their characterization was that the ''test" \tvas a
monumental fa:E!ure. Fort Lee is not happy. Our PD spent an extended p:eriad
woddng the intersectrans and implemented diversions that further congested
the borough. Traffic travefling north on Central were nat perm[tted to· make a
!eft hand! tum onto Bruce Reyno{ds BJvd. They were forced to make a right to
Hudson Terrace and get on the end a:f the queue appraach:h'tg from Martha
Washrngtton Way. {Diagram included showing· th.fs diversion -jmr) Udon't know
whether,: thus wfr~~ contfmre tomorrow. Mr. WHcfstern: wm he rea:dtung mrt to me
rater. to diuscuss. TaT 2 Mont staff a:re rooking at numhers.
<< Fffe: GWB; Forti: lee Dtiversf:arro.pd'f >>

la·se
-Oriigjlna:U IVI!essage-f=mm: Ziiprf.. fPJette:rr
Sent: Fr.i;dla¥" SeP,Jt:er.m;O;er, 0:6}/ 20lB &:25 A.lliL1l
l o: Riliwera" las:e
fr: Balu~, IR:i!Z.Wa:rm ((1Miiir.za1)); B:rudh:s:lirammnm" J!ack;; S:t:an;ac:eu .Inm
S:w.b$ed: RUE: @/fiJI'~, l!.Jip;p;err ll.e:well To;llll P'lla!Lai Mad!Hfredl

Grrearti:..

... .

I a!so just sent a note to Cedrick on the same issue.
Can you give me "dai!y summaries" of Traffic impacts- both positive and negative.
Thanks,
Peter
----Original Message--From: Rivera, Jose
Sent: Friday, September 061 2013 8:18 AM
To: Zipf, Peter
Cc: Baig, Rizwan (Mirza)'
Subject: RE: GWB Upper level ToH Plaza Modified
Peter,

Working wrth TB&T shou[d not he: a prob [em.

tt has been a team effort {somewhat}) for

the orthotropic deck p.roject.
lose

From: Zipfi Peter
Sent: Friday~ September 06:v 2:0J.3 8::16 AM
T01: Ri:vera, lo'Se
SILI!bj:ect: RE: GWB. IJp;p.er IL.eve~ T o-~U P'Eaza Modtfied
Thanks:- can you reach·a:tl't to Y,OUlr mumterparts: un Tirli to. [et t.l\em kno·~:!',. fe,. calm i:t he 3!

"'team approach'·?

rs that reas:o:na:h[e and cfoafuJe?'

-Otrig,urmall Messag~
Fmm: ~~·erra" Jose
Selilit: Frri:dla;yt,. Se.:pt:emmher.· GYG" 2@B &::B AM
11a;: Zip-ilf., f!Detterr
0:::: B'a.Pg, RJ;zwarm ((I'Mlii!iZ:a1));; Eiib!Jil:es:aw" I'Mli:dffia:eli; P.'a!tell" llJJmmaumg;; Sliralhlnm" R:a.lir:e:el!
Sl!llfulj;-e:di::: IR':.E: GWR lLJ!p1p:e:r. ~Ill!<n:l!ll P.'llae:a1 l~lb:d!iiffi:eal

..

I will look into whether we can monitor this similar to how we monitor the closures for
the orthotropic deck project.

jose
From: Zipf, Peter
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 8:10AM
To: Rivera, Jose
Subject: RE: GWB Upper Level Ton Plaza Modified
Jose,
I was advise that on MondayTBT prans to [mptement the p[an per sheet 4 (neck down to
one lane}.
Is there any way that Traffic can be in touch with what ramificatfons come from this, -i'er
I assume TBT wm monitor traffic impacts. on Fort Lee as weH as GWB flow through. Do
they share that with your group· or does your group. get its o.wn tnformatio:n?
Thanks.P.eter
From: Zip,f, Peter
Sent: Thursday, August 29, 2013 6:091 PM
To: R~erar Jose
Slllbiect: RE: GWB Upper lever To:fE P:Ua-za Motdlitlied

Peter

Fmm: IRJNberall ..tnse
Selffit: Thi!Jllisd!ayr,.. Allllgl!J!st 29i» 201:1!.3. U:SLJl. I?1M
To: Zlpiffn P'e;teu; \t~lldsttevnp ID!a;'¥i:dl
$.(!J]h]&1i:: IR:E: GWB I!Jlp;p:er ll...eceli T:o:l!ll l?:f!azaJ M-<iltdliiffi:a:ll

As GJ!i5.0!.15edt a!tlaciliedl i!S> al re:~isad! P.Di!F sf.r.0wiim:g tfu:e: Gi'fiJia lllip:lle:r.!!sh·ell TiGJ:Iill P:l1azal l!l:r.tde:lT
fu:l!llli scem:alifos:
S:lir.aws; a ~!JP:rcal! r;rmrtd!-tdla;w a!fl'er.artlitnm" wvlh:e:re traf:nl:c a>.'lmes a:r.e:~ s:e1i: asrdie orrr:d!
miliffi:C is aHb.w:vedJtto, rrr:ta\'te ffr,eel~: fmr.rm 1ifu1e ~¥a:liibi!J!Si a1!1I'P,rro:acfu:es..
Slh!eett 1!.:

Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are
Sheet 2:
typically set up to segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three rightmost lanes of the toll plaza.
Sho'v·vs a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three
Sheet 3:
lanes from Fort Lee are merged into tv!o !anes and feed the tv-10 right-most !anes of the
toll plaza. Since the traffic flows are extremely congested during the morning peak
periods, Traffic Engineering recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from
the other approaches by use of traffic caries, regardless of the number of toll lanes it is
feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe crashes.

Sheet 4:
Similar to above, however traffic from Fort leers restricted to two lanes
then merged into one [ane to feed the right-most fane of the ton plaza. Also as above,
since traffic flows are extremely congested durfng the morning p-eak periods, Traffic
Engineering recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from the other
approaches by use of traffic cones to reduce the risk of sideswipe crashes.
<<Fife: GWB UL ToHs 6·.pdf>>
Jose
From: Zipt Peter
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2013: 6:19' PM
To: WHdstein, David
Cc: Rwera" Jose
SubJect: GWB Upper !Lever Tnfl P'f:aza Modlffied
D:a~dl..

AIS requested!..- attached 5 a suggested modUficartiom!. Jbs:e wimU certa:un(y work OllJilt the
~.-.'-f~ -+-~'.J!
,,
t -..,.!'-. GM·fO•
_ .Ji dl · .:IJl;e a:.d':,d'!l;u€J:Irlla:u
~~
,, s:cenartt:J!
- COillli [·.Ji
c..
~IW~ uuer uevet:o:p;men , wtut · ' 'lvi D as rtet:!Uie · • 0
·u ; u:e a;
d.e.:.albJ.
nrnerg;e do;wn to one ~a:n:e~ ut= need!ed!.

Fromm: !RiJ~'urer.ai,, .Jiose
Semilt: Wecllm:e:sd!a,yt" Al.l!JJgl!l'Sitt 28,. 22@:8 6dl.1L P.liMI
1!€ll: Zfp;fi;, Pet:err
<Cc Stt;rr.are" JJflm:; B:t!!dhsf:rallllm11 J!ad.;; B'ai!g., EUiZ.W.crrm ((I~J"n:rrzal));; ID'i'rn!l:e:s:aw" IT~illi:cfu:a:e.~l
St!.l!liDEe.c:tt: 6M<//B IUlP.J:W.etril...e?¥el! 1!aJili Jlfl!aza1 Mo:diiif:iied!

Attached is a PDF showing the GWB Upper Level Toll Plaza under three scenarios:
Sheet"1:

Shows a typical mid-day operation, where traffic cones are set aside and

traffic is aUo\nJed to move free!y frorn the various approaches.

Sheet 2:
Shows a mock up of the morning peak period, where the traffic cones are
typicatly set up to segregate the three lanes from Fort Lee to flow into the three rightmost lanes of the toll plaza.
Sheet 3:
Shows a mock up of a potential modified morning peak period where three
lanes from Fort Lee are merged into two lanes and feed the two right-most lanes of the
toll ptaza. Since the traffic flows are extremeiy congested during the morn[ng peak
per[ods, Traffic Engineering recommends that the Fort Lee traffic be segregated from
the other approaches by use of traftlc cones, regardless ofthe· number oftofl lanes it is
feeding, to reduce the risk of sideswipe crashes.
<< Fife: GWB UIL ToHs 5a.pdf >>
f hope tilEs herps. Pfease advise if you need addit[onaf informatcan.

Jose M. Rivera, .Jlr. P'.E.
Chief Traffic Engineer
1•

Port Autharity o.f NY & NJ; ~ Twa. Gateway Centerr 14th F~oor ~ Wie~:rkr NJ) 07:11.02 ~
Office: 9173.-SfiS-7'866 ~ mackBerry: 862-754-478:1 ~ rnvera@!paii!P\{ilTI!fl.gOiWI!
www.p;anmfi.gow
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Note: Shaded area in the graph was not included in review due to incident (police activity in response to a jumper).
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THE PORT AUTHORnY OF NY & NJ

MEMORANDUM
Tunnels, Bridges and Tunnels Department (TB&T)

To:
From:
Date:
Subject:

Daniel Duffy, Freedom of Information Administrator
Diannae Ehler, Deputy Director iQ_CZ:
October 7, 2013 .
Freedom of Information (FOI)

Copy To:

Gwendolyn Archie

Reference:

The Port Authority- FOI Number 14294- Request for material from Ted Mann
of The Wall Street Journal

Attached is material in response to FOI request 14294. It is TB&T' s opinion that this material
falls under exemption number five of the FOI policy and warrants discussion with the Law
Department.

Enclosure

From:
Sent:

Jacobs, Daniel
Wednesday, September 11, 2013 2:21 PM
Durando, Robert
Ramirez, Enrique; Hwang, Amy
FW: GWB Traffic by Toll Lane 9/11/13 vs 9/12/12

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Here are the traffic files for this morning along with a "corrected" worksheet for yesterday
(Thank you Bob) where we reversed our positives/negatives. The big surprise for me was that
the LL keeps on doing better than the UL each day. Any ideas why this is? The AHB work from
fall of last year may be driving this on a comparison to 2012, right? The far right lanes of the
AHB were closed last year and the outer roadway of the Trans-Manhattan Expressway was
reduced to a sing!e lane, right {l wasn't here then . . .)?
Danie[

15-min trf GWB

9-11-13

VS

15-min trf GWB

9-12 ... 9-10-13

VS

9-11...

